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Dissenting Opinions

Letters submitted to Firing Line should be fewer 
rían 250 words and guest columns should be no 
•"ore mar 800 woras Bung submissions to The Texan 
basement offices at 25th Street and Wh t s Avenue or 
ma them to The Daily Texan P O  Box D. Austin TX 
7S 7 13 D ease seno a copy of your photo I D with 
ma led submiss ons Letters may be ed ted ‘or length 
libel and Texan grammar punctuation style

No T h a n ks
Administration's poor planning sinks E306 proposal

Si
B ecau se  

ism  and se 
ill-in form e 
allow ed  th

L niv ersitv  h as su ffered  its first der 
m the issu e  of m u lticu ltu ral ed u ca- 
— at th e h an d s of itself, 
th o se  re sp o n sib le  rot in stitu tin g  rac- 
xism  s tu d k  s in to  E306 c la sses  w ere 
d and ill-p rep ared  and  b e ca u se  th ey  
e o p p o sitio n  to be so  ch a ra cte ris tica l

ly u n in fo rm ed  and took no step s to co rrect this, 
th e en tire  p rog ram  see m s to be falling  th rou g h . 
It w as fin ished  b efo re  it sta rted .

A cco rd in g  to A lan  G rib b e n , p ro fesso r of E n g 
lish in a le tte r  that h e w rote to th e  A ustin  A m er
ica n -S ta tesm an , the E nglish  D ep artm en t facult\ 
w as n ev er allow ed  to \ o te  on  w h e th e r  or n o t to 
in clu d e Paula R o th e n b e rg 's  hotly  d isp u ted  soci- 
ologi. tex tbook , R acism  and  Sex ism , in th e  E 306 
cu rricu lu m .

F u rth erm o re  acco rd in g  to G rib b en  E nglish  
in stu cto rs  w ere  to be te a ch in g  th is m aterial 
"w ith o u t an y  b en e fits  o f form al tra in in g  or o b 
jec tiv e  m e t h o d o l o g y w  hich  is im p ortan t g iven  
that th e R h eto ric  an d  C o m p o sitio n  teach ers  are 
not su p p o sed  to d o any th in g  bu t teach  s tu d en ts  
to " c o m p o s e ."

T his is n o t to sa\ that G rib b en  is truly  on top 
of the issu e. His le tters  b o th  to th e Statesm an  
and to The Texan seem  like little m ore than  id e o 
logically m otiv ated  w h in e s and  co m p la in ts , but 
he d o es raise the sa lien t issu es.

F irst ot all. E30b is a cu riou s p lace to begin

m u lticu ltu ralism  tra in in g . It 's  an  English  class 
d esig n ed  to teach  s tu d e n ts  hoyv to  exp ress 
th e m selv es , n o t w h at th ey  sh o u ld  ex p ress.

M any stu d e n ts  n ev e r see  an y  part o f an  E 306 
class an y w ay . If th e U n iv ersity  is s in cere  in its 
e fforts  to  p ro m o te  d iv ersity  an d  eg alitarian ism  
in th o u g h t, th en  it sh ou ld  focu s on  a c lass th at 
m ost p eop le are g o in g  to  tak e —  a required  
class. T h is  yvhole E 306 fiasco  is b eg in n in g  to  
sm ell like a ploy on  th e part o f th e  U n iv ersity  to 
satisfy  th e d em an d s o f s tu d e n ts  and  faculty  
w h o su p p o rt the idea o f a requ ired  class d ev o t
ed  to  m u lticu ltu ral ed u ca tio n .

A w ord o f w isd o m  —  th e n ex t tim e th e  U n i
versity  w a n ts  to try th is, po licy  m ak ers sh ou ld  
co n sid er that E n glish  p ro fesso rs , or an y  o th e r 
p ro fesso rs  for that m atter, d o n 't  w an t d ec is io n s 
sh oved  d ow n  th eir th roats an y  m ore th an  w e 
w ant E u ro cen tric  overk ill sh o v ed  d ow n  ou rs.

T h e  E n glish  p ro fesso rs  h av e sh o w n  th at th ev  
d o n 't w an t th e  m u lticu ltu ralism  sh ip  to b eg in  
its v o yag e in th e ir port, m ost p eop le  a re n 't  par- 
ticu lary  fond of a n o th e r req u irem en t, and th e 
E306 idea w as a bad o n e  an y w ay .

W hy n o t co n sid e r  teach in g  th e  truth  in  th e 
c lasses th at w e a lread y  tak e? S in ce  the U n iv ersi
ty is n o t g o in g  to  d o th at, s tu d e n ts  shall h av e to 
find co n so la tio n  in p iece by p iece e fforts . L e t 's  
h o p e th ey  th in k  ab o u t it n ext tim e.

—  Scott Stan ford

Far 2 awful 2 even think about
"Wait and set 

MTV video with 
— Bruce Row w ,

Ultimately Xick w ill do a rap on
L u th er— it's a lovely ending.”
2 Live Crew's lead defense attorney, on 
Broward County Sheriff Nick Navarro 
and Luther Campbell, the band's leader.

Fear and loathing in the hot tub
"lie  would have displaced too much w ater.”

— Dr. Hunter S. Thompson, explaining to Aspen law  
enforcement officials why he did n >t torm o porno pro

d u ce  Gail Palmer-Slater into his hot tub. On May 22, a 
state district judge dismissed four felony and three mis
demeanor cluirges against the writer that stemmed from  
Palmer-Slater s visit to Thompson's Woody Creek, Colo.,

log cabin.

Funny you should ask
"A re y o u  crazv?"

— White House mouthpiece Marlin Fitzwater, when asked 
if President Bush’s acceptance o f a tax increase amounted to

a retreat on his famous "no new taxes" campaign pledge.
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America gives in to addiction
Last w eekend a friend 

checked himself into a hos
pital to be "cured” of drug 

abuse. While 1 agreed he needed 
to get his life back from the grip of 
a drug that occupied his every 
thought, I couldn't help but see a 
sign reading "Abandon self-deter
mination all ye who enter h ere" 
over the door as 1 walked out after 
a visit.

Time was when Americans 
were the captains of their personal 
ships of fate. Latelv it seem s these 
ships are running aground on the 
beaches of irresponsibility. In the 
'90s, in this dawning of an age of 
addictions, nobody seems to be at 
fault.

Nowhere is this trend more ap
parent than in 12-step programs 
such as those created by Alcohol
ics Anonym ous and promoted bv 
such agencies as the Betty Ford 
Center as the onlv way one can be 
saved from the jaws of drug and 
alcohol addiction.

The fundamental premise of 
these programs is that you admit 
you are helpless and powerless to 
escape the grip of the addicting 
substance. Then you must admit 
that the only authority that can 
help you is a higher power.

The consequences of this ideol
ogy of addiction are twofold. First, 
the it's-not-my-fault mentality re
lieves addicts of any responsibility 
for their behavior and sets up a 
paradigm for relapse. If they fall 
off the wagon it's OK, they can't 
help it. just come back to the cen
ter for more indoctrination.

Second, bv relinquishing all 
power to a higher authority, any 
hope of ever being able to control 
one's own behavior vanishes, and 
it sets up dependence on a- re
sponsibility other than one's own.

While proclaiming to bring a ray

Margaret Lucas
TEXAN COLUMNIST

"I couldn't help but 
see a sign reading 
'Abandon self-deter
mination all ve who

J

enter here' over the 
door."

of hope to addicts, these programs 
offer learned helplessness and a 
slavish capitulation to a power 
outside themselves.

This no-fault mentality is being 
used to excuse other behavior as 
well. Child abusers and wife 
beaters can't help but batter others 
because they themselves were 
abused as children. O bscene 
phone callers and rapists are 
excused bv virtue of early sexual 
abuse. Men and women are com 
pelled to gamble away the family 
finances or over-extend their cred
it cards because they are victims of 
"im pulse disorders."

And, as each new "d isease" 
comes to light, an army of its vic
tims takes to the talk-show circuit 
armed with its next best-seller, 
ready to profit from its pain.

Moral lapse has now become so
cial disease. Addicts are victims of 
some uncontrollable force which 
relieves them of any responsibility 
for their destructive behavior.

This unw illingness to take 
charge of their personal behavior 
has seeped into the national sub
conscious and has begun to per
vade public policy.

We admit we are unable to raise 
drug- and crime-free children, and

we look to governm ent to 
strengthen law-enforcement m ea
sures that put our sons and 
daughters behind bars. We admit 
we may be helpless in the face of 
sensual or erotic art, so we look to 
government to proclaim what is 
safe to be seen.

We admit we could not control 
ourselves in the presence of an 
unlimited drug supply, so we look 
to policy makers to control our be
havior through legislation and 
criminalization.

But relief from responsibility 
and guilt carries with it the loss of 
self-determination. To paraphrase 
Plato: W hen tyrants first appear, 
they are always seen as protec
tors.

Perhaps what we are really ad
dicted to is irresponsibility. W hen 
told our problems are under our 
own control, we say we are help
less, that we cannot change the 
behavior that leads to the destruc
tion of society as well as our
selves.

The truth is we can change but 
we won't, for we are unwilling to 
undergo the pain and discomfort 
of shouldering our own burdens, 
of withdrawal from drugs or alco
hol, and of withdrawal from de
pendence on public policy to con
trol private problems.

One of the first lessons of child
hood is to take responsibility for 
one's actions, to own our behav
ior. Som ewhere in our ruddlerless 
drift toward adulthood, we have 
abdicated self-accountability in fa
vor of governmental paternalism.

If we refuse to be accountable 
for our behavior, and if we look to 
other captains for navigation, we 
are booking passage aboard a ship 
of fools.

Lucas is a psychology senior.

COGS' work in benefits war belittled
I n the aftermath or graduate student em

ployee'' successful struggle to have their 
premium sharing benefits reinstated, 1 was 

surprised to read that the "Employee and stu
dent advocacy groups — most notablv the 
Graduate Professional Association — have 
spent the past 26 months not taking no' tor an 
answer (Greg Weiner, Insurance battle a case 
study in beating L i , ” The Daily Texan. Fri
day)."

i was not surprised about the length of time 
that this struggle has been pursued; in fact, as 
president of the Council of Graduate Students 
(COGS) during the 1^88-89 term, Í was actively 
involve i in the struggle What did surprise me 
was the implication that the GPA alone is to be 
singled out for its i t  torts Both The Daily Texan 
and the GPA have chosen to ignore the 
ground-breaking work undertaken bv COGS 
long before GPA was even born.

When I he Texan first broke the news in April 
1988 that graduate student employee premium 
sharing benefits had been declared illegal bv 
the Texas Higher Education Coordinating 
Board, COGS came to the forefront of the 
premium sharing battle. Shortly after 1 was 
elected pres'dent in June 1988, I asked COGS 
member Jon Wainwright to form a committee 
to organi/e the efforts that individual graduate 
students had been pursuing with their own 
finances.

Fueled by COGS resources, the Coordinating 
Committee wrote two legislative papers, the 
first of which caught the attention of a legisla
tive aide who worked with our group in draft
ing legislation that would declare premium 
sharing lega! tor graduate student employees. 
COGS, U T System officials and state legislators 
ultimately worked together to garner sufficient

Stan Gaines
GUEST COLUMNIST

‘Both The Daily Texan and 
GPA have chosen to ignore the 
ground-breaking work under
taken bv COGS."

support to ensure passage of the legislation.
In March N89, I presided over my final 

COGS meeting. I called on members to keep 
pursuing the premium sharing issues as well as 
look ahead to issues that, at the time, were not 
receiving COGS' full attention (e.g. graduate 
tuition and child care). Ironically, the group 
was briefly disbanded slightly more than a 
month later. More than two dozen representa
tives, including all of the newly elected officers, 
resigned in protest upon learning that UT ad
ministrators failed to relay information regard
ing the impending loss of summer premium 
sharing benefits for graduate employees who 
did not serve as TAs, AIs or RAs during the 
summer.

GPA was created as a result of the momen
tum generated by the protests of both ex-COGS 
members  and graduate students who had nev
er been a part of COGS. To its credit, the new 
group was instrumental in pressing for full res
toration of premium sharing benefits (as was 
acknowledged in detail in the aforementioned 
Weiner analysis). However, I have never 
agreed with the premise that, in order for GPA 
to be effective, COG S could not exist.

Within two weeks after the mass resigna

tions, I was asked by C O G S faculty adviser Da
vid Maidment to chair a committee, composed 
of graduate members of the Cabinet of College 
Councils, undergraduate leaders of the Cabinet 
and the Students' Association, and a handful of 
remaining COGS members. The committee was 
created for the purpose of reviving CO GS. By 
May 1989, the group had again achieved a 
quorum and elected a set of officers.

During the past year, CO GS and G P A  have 
coexisted — not always peacefully, but with the 
shared objective of restoring full funding for 
graduate employee premium sharing. Not only 
am I gratified that full resoration was ultimately 
recommended by the UT System Board of Re
gents, I am also gratified that COGS has effec
tively challenged the University to reconsider 
its apparent trend toward college-bv-college tu
ition increases and to identify the universitv- 
wide child care com m ittee's recommendations 
as subject to further examination.

It is no surprise that GPA has been so effec
tive in pursuing the premium sharing issue. 
Many of its current members are former COGS 
members, its Coordinating Committee is dis
tinctly COGS-like in structure and its current 
president, Nancy Jeffrey, was at one time ap
pointed by me to serve as COGS Coordinating 
Committee chairwoman. GPA does have cer
tain advantages (e.g. direct access to attorneys), 
but it also faces certain disadvantages (e.g. no 
established creditabiiity on issues other than 
premium sharing). Rather than bicker over 
which group is more representative of graduate 
students, I suggest that COGS and GPA wel
come each other's input —  and acknowledge 
each other's accomplishments.

Gaines is a doctoral candidate in psychology.

Student regent imperative to stop tuition hikes
It you don't come talk to me I'll double your tuition. Well maybe not, 

but I had to get your attention. Under the guise of "flexible tuition," the 
L 1 System Board of Regents has the power to raise graduate tuition 100
percent.

If you are an undergraduate and could care less about graduate tuition 
please skip to paragraph three. Guess what, they've already done it, at 
least in the colleges of Engineering, Architecture, Communication and
Natural Sciences.

The students had a chance for input. They met with their own faculty, 
and the puppets who head each college sent favorable recommendations 
to the board. Then the Student Advisory Com m ittee (or at least a spok
esperson, since the board doesn 't have time to listen to students all day) 
had the option of including each tuition proposal as one of the two 
issues on which it would speak at the board meeting.

Flexible tuition may soon com e to the realm of undergraduate tuition. 
In fact, it alm ost did during past sessions of the Texas Legislature. If you 
work your way to scrape through college, you can kiss your education 
goodbye. At best, only a small part of the hike will come back to stu
dents as financial aid.

The Legislature had set tuition rates until the powerful UT system 
convinced legislators that the Board of Regents could raise tuition more 
easily and with less accountability to voters.

I hat's where I, Brent W hite, your friendly neighborhod candidate for 
student regent, come in. W hen the regents split their votes 8-1 on sever
al major issues, the press will take notice and report it to the voters, who 
will in turn tell their legislators to take away the board's dictatorial 
powers.

As you may know, there is no student regency. However, the new 
governor will get to appoint th iee new regents and the Texas Senate will 
then confirm her appointm ents. The Senate has rejected appointments 
in the past. This scenario creates two avenues through which to get a 
student on the board: 1) convince the gubernatorial candidates to accept 
a student regent or 2) tell your state senator to block the governor's 
appointments until a student is included.

You can still find me on the West Mall Monday through Friday from 
noon to 1 p.m .

Brent White 
Mathematics!social work

i


