Gribben, colleagues make English department a battlefield

n his letter '
Aian Gr.rhe the nci-

pied producing scholar ot the
rmyv nation or the LT English de-
partment pictures himselt as the
equivalent or a L' 5 -tundeo Con-
tra righting a Marxist-cor trolled
Third World government
beleaguered hv a goveming
bodv turned hostile radical and
mutant he miagmes himself as
an academic treedem tighter re-
questing political aid from a pow-
erful and weakhv government
the Liberal Arts Foundation Coun-
Gnbben s guerrilla armv a
"handful of professorial coi-
in tnglbh vie>t X' <lhw
ported bv allies w thin the Lmv er-
sitv but outside his department
the psvehologv department the
nearest neighboring countn in
our freedom fighter - :magmarv
gexgrapnv would control the ide*
oiogical reform of the out of
control English department
This picture of Marxist revolu-
tion ar.d ngr.t-w ng counter-insur-
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gen.cv is ludicTous since tradition-
al scholarship continues to
dominate all areas ot the English
department The professors com-
muted to retormtng the curricu-
lum to include the English litera-
tures ot women people ot color
and lesbians and gav s are the real
be kacuered miner,tv

The real base of power of the
Gnbben faction is revealed by his
switch from the language ot coun-
ter-.n-.ngenev to the language or
receivership drawn from the
world ot banking Gnbben identi-
ties himself with bonk directors
and CEOs and asks tor the true
gevermne :\\nm"at the Ln:\ers:-
tv. the alumrh stockholders to
whom this secret letter was ad-
dressed to cal! in the Feds

When the federal trust tases

contTV ot a tailing savings and
loan.  splits the assets tnto two
tunéls one holding onlv those as-
sets that thev will he ahle to sell
atict another holding tne rad soons
and tunk bond issues The Federal
Reserve investigators from the
outside trust decide which are the
bad investments based on ¥ne
chances of a pnmtabie return a
protit-retum scenanos like this re-
vea the real stakes m the struggle
to cpr.trv'l ixxiagogv Cnh'txn -
not lighting tor the best po-s.ble
education ot students but rather
tor the image ot the I niversitv as
a stable arena tor investment
Gnbben suggests that the take-
over bank the psvehologv depart-
ment under CEO EVwrvald Foss di-
vide English in two branches one
tor ail the profitable assets Eng-
lish Literature and Language and
the others segregated under a -ep-
arate holding companv  Critical
Theory and Cultural stuciie-
Teachmg of true literature and
writing would fall to the litera-

ture professors wmie the tneon
professors would tx' removed
thus returning the investment en-
vtronmen: to the stabiiitv ot the
creating  tievv an.u separate
iscipine ~ Gnbben hopes to
segregate the*se who study the li-
teratures of people ot color and
women among others from the
categorv ot liter, itself \e
Gnbben a Mark Iwa n scholar
has htn -et txtxtifo
km < ot oontioetior.
the who take a o,
ies apprwich If th
Engnsfi literature were X' re-
dueed only to those he
tion and ixxtn then
Twain who wrv¥*te ;x'iit
fer the pre? wotud tx' exci-oo
trom the awrriculum and placed
over tn o rnao.sm \\e vwuui we

studv Hu a political scientist
The Bible U:d wn'\ ix' read in
Religious udies along with

Dante and Cotton Mather Shake
speare of course would be a sub-

ext re.egateo, to th< drama depart-
men: \Vhat is left Iar the cateton
of literature
a.acim
5, N- #\ A%
hv . tain questions im-
antrollmg the kmd-
int. otic tliose studies s
pome relies upon a
ooc: ea- 11\C COIV plexiiv entorctxi hv
the iso».gtion vt the obxvt ot studv
Obioct- i empvwsers the oh
-crv or to contr\d, the boundaries ot
the tiel] ot kmow ledge The ob-
setvor t - the exoert Whose
NOIOf IS authon.ce-i hv the academ-
iv S\ Sit*i'll the onlv voice. The
subitv? ix~sition\ ot the obst'rv er re
main< tmcxamimod one standard-
mvi vei ion or historv literature
te txx\ nes com.ated vcith histcw
iture 'me itself What
wou.d segregate in his
control and define the
.. .'> teiarv studv ts the exam-
mor. ¢ our subiect ix'-:tion m
our
»ben calls himselt a princi-

English 30b is fair game

Several waters in Etc Du:.; Liu : have
recently alleged that opponents to the
English 31V change assume that students
are manipilame Nonsense Our argu-
ment is simple It the course cannot intlu
enoe students the changes are pointless
since their purpose m>to change attitudes
about race and gender. It the course can
influence students, its political orientation
is a legitimate subject ot concern
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Al a departmental casualty

The recent column bv Margot Fitzgerald
( Students Als deserv e dianges in EAV
The I\th Texan» Wednesday) is verv re-
vealing about the situation in the Enghsli
department generally and the E30n situa-
tion m particular In the column <he
showcxi a strong desire based on con-
science not to use her position as instruc-
tor to sell her students on her social and
political views in*.ead she sought sup-
port [for] a safe and fair hearing of all per-
spectives within the classroom  She also
desenbes conv ineingiv the impv”/ssible situ-
ations the English department placed her
m bv their tailing to provide a svllabus to
supp\xt a s.ito and fair hearing of all per-*
spectives 1toe compassion tor he- m her
situation and have res”"xxt for her tine in-
tentions However 1 do not assume as

sne ippears to as>um K the sviia
XU : prepared bv the “nghsh department
wou d prxwide what she expects The re-
W attempt bv the Lower Division Eng-
lish Policy Committee to use Racism and
bevh ¢4 by Paula Rothenberg as the sole
textbook nakes that assumption unvvar-
ranted T e svllabus in preparation when
that Ixxb was canceled was never made
public it s unfortunate indeed that the
indiv iduj graduate student due to the
postponement of a standardized svllabus

LI 1 back, in desperation upon
whatever political, cultural and critical
ix'reixxt've<s ,r' k'v'w< X'st Wt
pen- it shall be the t.iuil ot the English
department When the patient is sick
don't give him some unknown medicine.
It might make him worse

Sidney EL-
nv.".v." student

XV. ix'rson or mteu toward sta*

ilitv in his tarn v s lite and activi-

t Isi> Can the sime be

ot mv detractors' I smg the
me o« the far-right whieh

transposes the moral tor the ix'h.ti-
eal euihtxn Cains legip.maev for
his suhxvt position ar.d admits
that we are not talking about liter-
ature but about pow er

Cnhben s obsession with stahia-
tv and control reveals his tear that
the entrv of nevo tacultv rvvn:itOsi
from among the mevst radiealiaod
(but prestigious graduate pro-
grams will displace his author.tv
Cnhben tiv'ixs to profit hv retain-
ing his x>b his academic career
and his influence in the depart-
ment

Gnbben s garbled use ot the
language s't polities and econom-
ics and his claim to apolitical aca-
demic oh ectivitv shows he could

use a lesson in Critical Fheorv






