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English Department's delay 
does not end debate of E306
Pi re p o n e n :-  of a new cu rr icu lu m  for 1 306 m a\ 

k v k  on the E nglish D ep a rtm en t s delay  as a 
d efeat, b u t it m av actually  be  an  o p p o rtu n ity . 

Col iege o t Liberal A rts Dean S tan d i-h  M eacham  
an d  Eng -h  De p a r t m en t  C h a irm an  lo-v ph k ru p p a  
d ec id ed  to  wait  a n o th e r  y ear to  rev a m p  freshm an  
co m p o - n 1 he p a r  i—e e d  bv dv -pep tic  tra d i
tionalist* a '  th o u g h t control  w ou ld  unify the 
course  a ro u n d  the  th e m e  1 W riting  ab o u t D iffer
ence fh e  en -u m c . c o n t ro v e r t  h a -  raved  from  the 
core q u es tio n s  of cu rr i cu lum reform  in to  qu ibb ling  
o ver p ro ce d u re -  an d  p ro toco l.

in it-  zeal to im p lem e n t th e  c n a n g e -  the I ngi sb
EX?partment d id  m ove to o  quic k \ an d  it g a \e  tacuity
o p p o n e n ts  a m m u n itio n  T he d e p a r tm e n t - h as te  a - 
low o a p ro re—o r- to a ttack  th e  p ro c e s s  a- vvc I a -  ie
-ub -ta rtce  of the  cn a n g t - 

Even we--<. the -p e e d  an d  -ecrecy yvith w hich the
p ro p  -a - w ere a p p ro v e d  m ad e  the dec - on -t ern
h ap h a z a rd  an d  radical d iv e rtin g  a tten tio n  from  the
value or p rovui ng a co h e ren t d iv e rs t cu rricu lum  to
fre sh m an  co m p o -itio n .

W ith an ad d itio n a l vear ot d e lib era tio n  th e  re 
fo rm - in Eb 6 can be co n s id ered  o n  the ir m erit-  l te
d isc u —ion n eed  n o t v ee r in to  - de —ues a k u i t  w ho
resigned  from  w h a t co m m ittee  an d  w ho  w . - or w as
r o t  co n su lted  ab o u t the  ch an g e

These coin u — w ritten  befo re  th e  d e p a r tm e n t - 
p o s tp o n e m e n t — re p re se n t an  a t te m p t to  begin th a t 
d ia logue an d  b ring  o u t the  fu n d am en ta : is -u es  a t 
stakt

W e beliey e the  c h a n c e -  d e -  • y e a tte n tio n  an d  co m 
m entary from  the  e r r . re L T com nvun ty no t just a 
h an d fu l of a d m im -tra to r-

An ad d itio n a l year of scrutiny w ill b rin g  a m e n d 
m en ts in d  co m p la in t-  from  th e -a  w ho  o p p c -a  m ulti- 
c u ltu ra lism , bu t it w -.11 a i-  d raw  a w ider range ot 
reaction  mom friendly v . ces The L m versat m akes 
it- w ors t m -fakes w hen it ct- to*.' quickly and  w ith 
too  little notice to s tu d e n ts  and  faculty and  m ulticul- 
tu rahsm  •- too im p o rtan t to get bogged  d o w n  in ad -

Kevin McHargue
OR

'"With an additional year ot deli
beration the reforms in E30<? can 
be considered on their merits.
m in -trativx squabbling .

In fact th e  d e p a r tm e n t sh o u ld  take a d v a n ta g e  of 
■e p o s tp o n e m e n t an d  b ro ad e n  the p ro c e s s  itself In

aura! Xrts D ean  R obert k in g  je ttiso n ed  th e
g rad u a te  -ouden.t- on  the  F reshm an  E nglish  Policy 
C om m ittee  dec laring  t h a t  s tu d e n ts  had  no role in  
dec id in g  cu rricu lum

V eac -am. - iou ld  p u t g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  back on 
th e  com m ittee  ano p ro v id e  som e m ean s for invo lve
me nt  bv u n de rg ra du a te s  as w ell. Q u e s tio n s  of cu rric
u lum  affect g ra d u a te  s tu d e n ts  and undergraduates, 
a n d  they have a righ t to  be h ea rd .

W hen the  I  n iversitv  or C aliforn ia a t Berkeley con- 
- d e red  creating  new  m u lticu ltu ra l co u rses  it- cu rric 
u lum  com m ittee  m et w ith  g ra d u a te  in s tru c to rs  facu l
ty and  s tu d e n t o rg an iz a tio n - e n su rin g  a full ran g e  o t
o p in io n s on the  c h a n g e - The L nivv rsitv  could  p rofit
from  Berkeley - exam ple

The ba-ic q u es tio n  - w h e th e r  th e  U niversity  v\ an ts  
to mav its cu rricu lum  h o n es t an d  inc lusive or 
w h e th e r  it will p e rp e tu a te  it- da ted  A ng locen trism . 
That q u e -tio n  ap a r t tram  details of ex ecu tion , is 
en o u g h  to keep  . - bu-y tor q u ite  -e rn e  tim e

The C ollege of Liberal A rt- h as  in effect in v ited  a 
y ea r or d iscu ssio n  on the fate  of E306. Let us. in the  
w o rd - yf th e  p ro p h e t I-a iah  reaso n  to g e th er tow ard  
the  goal of c rea ting  a - tro n g  d iv erse  a n d  m ean ing fu l 
curricu lum .

New E306: more than high school English all over again

en t;

Art;

Eng lish  V c is o n e  ot th o se  
f re sh m an  rites of passag e  
like su rv iv in g  cen tra lized  
a d d s  an d  d ro p s  o r e a rn  ing  cred it 

cards th a t d o n 't  have  h o u r  p a r 
ía m e  on th em . The co u rse  - 
as ex p la in ed  in the Liberal 
:atalog is to p ro v id e  * bast*, 

in struc tion  in th e  w ritin g  an d  
analysis ot expository  p ro se  in 
clud ing  an  in tro d u c tio n  to v e x  
and  rhetoric . H ow ever, as cou rse  
ev a lu a tio n s an d  s tu d e n t w riting  
has sh o w n , E 306 has fallen sho rt 
of effectively teach ing  critical 
th o u g h t a n d  w riting  skills

To s tre n g th e n  fhe co u rse  the  
L ow er D iviso n E nglish Policy 
C om m ittee  to* k so u n d  a n d  c o n 
cre te  m e asu res  to  rev i-e  fre sh m a n  
E nghs i an a  m ake it w orthy  of it- 

R hetoric a n a  Comp* - tion bill
ing  The policy co m m ittee  ;- to b e  
a p p la u d e d  for- fo rm u la tin g  a sh ift 
from  the  o ld  E306 a c la— th a t D e
p artm en t C h a irm an  Joseph  k n  p- 
pa has characterized  as  a frag- 
m e n tca  w and* - ng  co u rse  * t h a t  
* lack- con tex t a n a  focus

\ -  d e b a te  co n tin u e -  in to  the
next vear noy* on  w h a t, it any , 
ch an g es w 11 be m a d e  to the

Adam Hersh
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course knee-jerk  cn tic ism s o t the 
new p ro p o sa ls  will persis t. The 
charges th a t have been  th ro w n  
a ro u n d  have c rea ted  m uch  fan 
fare, bu t thev an d  fu tu re  a rg u 
m en t- th a t w ill be cu t from  the 
-am e clo th  are  g ro u n d e d  in fu n d a 
m ental mi-*. inceptions of the
course  - d irec tion  an d  co n ten t

O rgan  zed u n d e r  the them e 
W riting A bou t D ifference/*  the 

new E306 w o u ld  expose s tu d e n ts  
to issues of race, g en d e r, d isab  • 
ty, national orig in  and  class 
th ro u g h  S u p re m e  C o u rt d o cu 
m en ts and  top ic -o rien ted  essays 
English p ro fesso r Xian G n b b en  
afta. V- the class fix us as a po liti
cized s tu d y  an d  th a t if " h a -  to be 
th e  m o s t m a -s iv e  e f fo rt a t 
th o u g h t-co n tro l ev e r  a tte m p te d  on 
the  c a m p u s .” In a d d itio n  to h y 

perbo le  G n b b en  -  co m m en ts  re
flect o v ers ig h t of the  c o u rse 's  in 
te n t:  tv; te a c h  c o l le g e - le v e l
com position .

N ot only w ou ld  - tu d e n ts  in  the  
new  E306 h av e  the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
nego tia te  the ssu e s  s tu d ie d  bu t 
they w o u ld  be encouraged to  ch a l
lenge the p re se n te d  m e th o d s  and  
conclu sions In N elson  vs T ho rn - 
berg  a S u p re m e  C o u rt case  th a t 
w as ten tatively  sc h ed u le d  for the  
course , b lind  -ocial w o rk e rs  su c 
cessfully  su e d  the  g o v e rn o r or 
P ennsy lvan ia  tor the  righ t to  have  
rea d e r-  p ro v id ed  bv th e  sta te  
ra th e t th a n  th e  b lind  e m p lo y e e s  
h av ing  to  cover th e  cost th e m 
selves (essen tia lly  pav ing  to  stav  
e m p lo y e d .)  In a d d i t io n  th e  
cou: -e w ou ld  h av e  inc luded  an  e — 
-ay bv R ichard Scotch - on  d is 
ab led  citizens (Journal of Socuil l - 
- 1 íes vo lum e 44 1988) to h e lp  the
s tu d e n t-  p lace the  C o u rt - verd ic t
in it- societal contex t.

Xs Lind a Br.>d k*. v . di rectc* r of 
the policy com m ittee  tha t p ro 
p o sed  th e  ch an g es - ta te -  E valu
a tio n  i- leased o n  iu>w - tu d e n ts  lay 
o u t th e ir  a rg u m e n t-  no t the ir p a r
ticular position  (on th e  issue). '

H ence ‘'W riting  A bou t D iffer
ence  w ould  focus o n  q u es tio n in g  
the  valid ity  of g iv e n ” in fo rm a
tion , and  em p h as izes  fo rm ing  log
ical a rg u m e n ts  to reach solid  co n 
c lu sions Such s- the  stu ff of 
quality w riting  cou rses

The o n le  th o u g h t co n tro l” in 
the  new EaOo w a s  the teach ing  of 
quality , lucid  exposition  The class 
w as d es ig n ed  to be a rigo rous 
n e g o tia tin g  fo ru m  of critical 
th o u g h t, a n d  n o tio n s  ot political
ization  only go so tar a -  those  w ho 
fail tv; u n d e rs ta n d  tv; c o u r s e  s 
focus

O th e r  c o n c e rn -  have  cen te red  
on a —i-ta n t in s tru c to r-  abilities tv; 
u se  legal d o cu m en ts  to teach  col
lege com position  O n e  d o es no t
need  to  tx an  a tto rn ey  to teach
critical th ink ing , h o w ev er As
k ru p p a  exp lains th e  n a tu re  ot
' W riting  ab o u t D ifference '
such  tha t "all in te lligen t c itizens
can read a n d  u n d e rs ta n d  it .” As
s is tan t in stru c to rs  w h o  h av e  no t
ta u g h t E306 w o u ld  be req u ired  to
en ro ll in E nglish  3CH 1* a cou rse
th a t gu ides in stru c to rs  on  effective
teach ing  te ch n iq u e -

In ad d itio n  all E306 teachers

w o u ld  a tten d  a w eek-long  o rien ta 
tion  p rio r to fall se m e s te r  to  e n 
su re  cou rse  fam iliarity’ a n d  in te n t 
D iscussion g ro u p s  of five to seven  
\ i -  and  a sen io r faculty m em b er 

w ould  a l-o  be available tor any in 
s tru c to r  w ith  c o n tin u ed  d o u b ts .o n  
how tv; teach the  co u rse  C learly , 
th e  E nglish d e p a r tm e n t p ro v id ed  
solid  tra in in g  and  o rien ta tio n  
m easu res  to g u a ra n te e  a v\ell-pre- 
p ared  teach in g  -taff.

N eith er w o u ld  s tu d e n ts  bv ex
pected  tv; em brace im m ed ia te ly  
the legal perspective . The cou rse  
w o u ld  begin b \ exposing  s tu d e n ts  
to the judicial fram ew ork  b u t no t 
in a d ry  or ro te  m a n n er R ather, 
th e  p r e c e d e n t - s e t t in g  H o m a n  
S w eatt S u p rem e C o u rt decision  
w o u ld  be used  to aq u am t s tu d e n ts  
yvith the w av  judicial co n c lu sio n s 
a re  reached

P ortions of R ichard k lu g e r  - 
s tuple justice: the history of Brown 
cs. Board of Education and black

nericas >tri , v z equality
w ould  be u sed  to d im en sio n a lize  
th e  civil rig h ts  issu e- at w ork  in 
th e  sw ea t; decision  an d  tv; s itu a te  
th em  in to  th e ir  cu ltu ra l co n tex t 

S tu d en ts  w ould  w rite  critical

an d  p ersu as iv e  essay s o n  th e  is
sues ra ised  in  th e  cou rse . In o rd e r  
to  fully e luc ida te  th e ir  claim s s tu 
d e n t-  w o u ld  be en c o u rag ed  to be
com e fam iliar w ith  the  11  library 
an d  resou rce  m ateria ls

C l a s s  top ics w o u ld  no t rem ain  
g ro u n d e d  in  the text. R a ther E306 
s tu d e n ts  en g ag e  timely an d  sign if
icant i s s u e s  of race g e n d e r  n a
tional o rig in  an d  class The new  
freshm an  E nglish  as Brvxlkev ex
p la ins, w o u ld  teach  c o m p re h e n 
sive w riting  th ro u g h  civic issues 
an d  in civil w av -

W riting  ab o u t D ifference is a 
r igo rous expository ' co u rse  tha t 
e n d s  co n v en tio n a l a t titu d e s  of 
E'.Vr* being  'h tg h -sch o o l E nglish  
all ov e r  ag a in . S tu d e n ts  w o u ld  be 
tak en  seriously an d  th e  issues 
w ould  be th ro u g h ly  an a ly zed  
w ith in  its p ro d u c tiv e  e n v iro n 
m ent F re sh m an  E nglish  teaches 
college com p o sitio n  skills a n d  it 
critics w o u ld  truly exam ine  "W rit
ing \b o u t  D iffe ren ce , th e y  
w ould  find th a t it so u n d ly  m eets 
th o -e  ex p ecta tio n s

Her sh is an economics R Tl junior.

Altered E306 format compromised by ideological freight
I t - u n fo rtu n a te  th a t -k irm ish e s  o ver 

im p lem en tin g  th e  a lte red  r re -h m a r  
, E nglish  (E306) cu rricu lu m  a re  d iv e rt

ing a tte n tio n  from  a vastly m ore  im p o rta n t 
issue d o u b ts  a b o u t the quality  o f th e  w rit
ing  co u rse  fir-t-y ea r  - tu d e n t-  wi! e n c o u n 
ter in th e  fall

The d irec to r  of L ow er D ivision English 
rep o rted  in a d e p a r tm e n ta l m ee tin g  in 
M ay th a t s tu d e n t e v a l u a t i o n -  of E306 
d a s -e s  have  been  d ro p p in g  precipitously 
for [ w o  o r th re e  y ea rs  If th a t is the case, 
then  the  course u n d o u b ted ly  n e e d s  tv» be 
m odified  tv restore it- e tfec tiv en es- But 
iro n k a llv  th e  E306 "D ifference  cu rr icu 
lum  p u sh e s  th e  c ías- n p rea -v  v t h e  d irec
tion  t h a t  h a - occasioned  it- d ec lin e  — 
t o w a r d  d isp lac in g  w riting  in s tru c tio n  w ith  
topical d isc u -s io n s  of -vx' ial  —uv-

I h t  catalog title or E306 — R hetoric 
an d  C om position* ' — in c lu d es th e  term  
rhctt nc tor a g*nxl reasvm It iden t if ies  the 
sub ject m a tte r to be ta u g h t and  lea rn ed  — 
an art ot w ritin g  rv -earch  a n d  th in k in g  
w hich  will benefit s tu d e n t-  in b o th  th e  
long and  sh o rt te rm  tar m ore th a n  port» n- 
tou - cla—room viiscu-- on - ot c u rre n t af
fair- In s tru c tio n  m  rheti»ric tv x n -e -  on  the 
logic a n d  validity ot a rg u m e n t-  th e  d ev e l
o p m e n t and  en ric h m en t of ideas th e  a p 
p ro p ria te  a r r an ge m en t  of sub}ect m atte r 
an d  th e  p o w e r  and co rrec tn es-  of lan
guage.  The-e a re  necessary a n a  p e r tin e n t 
co n cern - ot w rite rs  w h a te v e r th e ir  disci- 
p ine , level of  ex p e rti-e  v>r political o r ie n ta 
tion  .

It m y conv iction  tha t f irs t-w a r  - tu 
d en ts  vlevelop m ost effectively a -  w rite rs  
w h en  thev are in tro d u c e d  tv; p ro ce—es v'f 
co m p o sin g  th a t m a k e  them  c o m p e te n t to 
h an d le  th e  rhe to ric  or vario*i- academ ic  as
s ig n m e n t-  — tn»m an a ly ses  of cau-alify 

— 1 "■ .

John Ruszkiewicz
GUEST COLUMNIST

and ev a lu a tiv e  p iece- to research  papers 
anvl exploratory  essays S uch  in s tru c tio n  i- 
the -u rv -i w .n  1 know  v'f g o in g  s tu d e n ts  
the  -k ill- they need  to fu n c tio n  a -  resp o n 
sible and  articu la te  c itiz en - 

Yet i a I-. - u n d e rs ta n d  th e  a llu re  of topics 
cv'u r-v- in w ritin g  a n d  apprecia te  a logic to 
them  at a level beyond f re sh m a n  English  
C ertainly ex p e rien ced  in s tru c to r-  w ith  
-olid c re d e n tia l-  in p articu la r d isc ip lines
can b a lan ce  in stru c tio n  in w ritin g  w ith
topical in fo rm atio n  A nd s tu d e n ts  in te r
es ted  in lea rn in g  tv; w rite  ab o u t a p a rticu 
lar -ub iev t w o u ld  obviou-iy havegvxx i rea 
son - tor -e lec ting  a co u r-e  th a t in trig u es
and  m o tiva tes  them  \ n  ind iv idual topics
cou rse  clearly m ake- se n se  w h en  a teach 
er - c r e d e n t i a l^  expertise  m atches a - tu 
den t - e lec ted  in te rest -u ch  is the  logic be
h ind the  E3t!v<k  and  1 >"tK. tv;piv- course's
m w ritm g  already on  the  txx>k- at th e  t  ni-
\e r-itv  of Texas

H o w ev er it illogical —  and  sim ply 
bad pedagogy — tv’ tran sfo rm  a req u ired  
m ulti-sec tion  c la-s likv E306 intv; a topics 
co u rse  w h en  its te a c h e rs  Lick expertise  in 
the m a n d a te d  sub ject area  and  w h en  its 
- tu d e n ts  d o n  t have the  o p tio n  of -e lec tin g
an o th er topic Yet th is  w o u ld  be th e  s itu a 
tion in  E306 th is  fall tor m a in  in s tru c to rs
an d  s tu d e n ts

I am  n o t su g g e -tin g  th a t in s tru c to rs  in

com position  co u rses  o u g h t tv; avoid d is 
cussing  com pelling  su b jec ts  a n d  ch a lle n g 
ing ideas q u ite  th e  co n tra ry  A nthologies 
d t  - ig n ed  for w riting  co u rses  rou tine ly  su r 
vey a ran g e  ot form idable id eas But 1 
th ink  s tu d e n ts  a re  les- likely tv; w rite sig
nificant and  ch a llen g in g  p iece- w h en  thev 
find th em se lv es  c o n s tra in e d  bv a sub ject 
m atte r th a t s e e m s  to  h id e  a political a g e n 
da — as 1 believe th a t 1 V r  D ifference 
m ay. W hich brin gs m e tv; th e  second  a s 
pect o t my ob jection  to  th e  alte revi E306 
cla— one th a t vkx’- m ake th e  orig in  a n d  
im p lem en ta tio n  ot th e  cou rse  a re levan t 
m atter,

I w as  un til lulv 11, a m em ber v’f th e  
Low er D ivision E ng lish  Policy C o m m ittee  
charged  w ith  sh a p in g  an d  su p e rv is in g  
course cu rricu lum  in t r t - n m a n  an d  -o p h o - 
m ore English i ob jected  tv' th e  new E306 
"Difference cu rricu lu m  for th e  reaso n s 

above bu t a lso  because m em b ers  v’t the  
superv iso ry  co m m ittee  w ere  being  ask ed  
late in the academ ic vear tv’ a p p ro v e  an 
en tire ly  new cou rse  affecting  th o u -a n d -  of 
u n d e rg ra d u a te -  w ith o u t an v  of th e  m ateri
al- we rou tine ly  e x p tc t from  ind iv id u al in-
- tru c to r-  req u estin g  a m ere ev;urse varian t

a m ethodology  a sv llab u - a rv»-ter tor
a —ig n m e n t- , a h -t of rea d in g -

1 he one  concre te  c o m p o n e n t of th e  new
curricu lum  availab le tv; co m m ittee  m em 
ber- (asivie from  a fam iliar m an u a l ot inv 
éham e- an d  u -ag e ) w as Paula B R othen-
berg  - svxiology textbv'v 'k Riicism ana
Sexism  1 fo und  th a t book — since w ith 
d ra w n  — tv> be m ore  politically coercive
an d  im balanced  th an  anv text I cou ld  e r e r
recall being  su g g es ted  to r E3B6. Yet Racism
and Sexism  -u b -e q u e n t!v  concevied tv’ be

radical b \ v»ne v'f its su p p o rte rs  w as
m an d a ted  tor aU sections ot I Vo ta u g h t

by ass is tan t in s tru c to rs  b reak ing  a lo n g 
te rm  trad ition  of o ffering  teachers a range 
v’f choice in read in g s It w as w h en  the  
com m ittee  m ajority  re fu sed  even  tv' co n 
side r b etter-balanced  an th o lo g ie s  d es ig n ed  
specifically for w riting  co u rses  (includ ing  
tw o  on  precisely th e  sam e top ics) th a t 1 
becam e convinced  tha t the  focus of I Vo 

D ifference” w a s  ultim ately no t on rh e to r 
ic o r com position , bu t on  the political 
ag en d a  -e t fo rth  in artic le - n R o thenberg  - 
book

Yet I m ig h t h av e  been  ab le to to le ra te  
even  the R o th en b erg  collection rad ical 
an d  in to le ran t v’f a lte rn a tiv e  view s as it 
w as h ad  I at least b een  ab le  tv' see how it 
nwgt be m erg ed  in to  th e  fram ew ork  v'f a 
com position  class. Certainly an  ex isting  
cou rse  like E306 being  rev a m p ed  to  p r es 
en t a m u lticu ltu ra l look o u g h t to d ev e lo p  
from  a co m p le te  an d  th o u g h tfu l sy llabus 
faithful to  the basic cata log  descrip tio n . 
O n e  w ould  expect a s  m uch , except w h ere  
the  orig inal p o in t v'f th e  class — in s tru c 
tion in w riting  — is being  su b o rd in a ted  to 
a m ore  com pelling  goal in th is in stance 
v ersin g  s tu d e n ts  in  the  p ro v is io n s  of Title 
\  11 of th e  1964 Civ il R ights Act. H ector s 
w o rd s in Troilus and Crcssida seem  a p ro 
pos: T is  m ad idolatry To m ake th e  ser-* 
vice g rea te r  th a n  th e  g o d .”

Significantly an  inflexible m ajority  of 
th e  Lower D ivision Policy C o m m ittee  op- 
p o -ed  all su g g estio n s th a t BV o D iffer
ence be offered first in pilot -ec tio n s  tv; 
p ro v e  it- m erit. A nd lest any one suspect 
tha t the new co u rse  w ou ld  s im p le  
o v erh a u l p ro v en  approaches an d  metho
do log ies the  com m ittee  also  rejected  nvv
m otion  tha t anv new E306 cou rse  sv llabus

be w ritten  so  as tv' perm it and en co u rag e  
a diversity ' ot ap p ro a ch es  tv; teach ing  w rit

ing in c lu d in g  process m e th o d s  tha t e m 
p hasize  g en res  ot m o d e s  My co n cern  to  
p re -e rv e  a rheto rical ap p ro a c h  th a t I a n d  
rnarn o th e r-  h av e , ¡n th e  pas t em p lo y ed  
successfully in teach ing  w ritin g  w as d is- 
m is-ed  a- a m a tte r for a la ter co m m ittee  
m eeting  N o such  m ee tin g  h as  been  
called

It i- my o p in io n  th a t the  E306 cu rricu 
lum vhange- w ere  c o m p ro m ised  bv th e ir  
ideological fre igh t a n d  b \ a ru sh  to  vio 
what  seem ed  politically co rrec t o n  th is  
ca m p u s at th e  m o m en t. The new cou rse  
h as no t been d ev e lo p e d  fullv e n o u g h  to  
estab lish  its c re d en tia l-  as an  effective a p 
p roach  tv’ fre sh m an  w ritin g  in stru c tio n ; its 
sub iect m a tte r c ro -ses  too  m any  d iscip li
nary bo u n d arie s; its in s tru c to rs  a r e n 't  a d e 
quately tra ined  to  dea l w ith  th e  th e m e s  of 
the course

The fact is th a t in s tru c to rs  — especially  
new  in stru c to rs  w h o  h av e  d e s ig n e d  
cou rses  a ro u n d  social issues h av e  h a d  a 
difficult tim e of it h e re  a n d  a t o t h e r  i n s t i t u 
tions The d ism a l te ac h in g  ev a lu a tio n s  in  
E306 in recen t y ea rs  a tte s t tv; a s te a d y  e ro 
sion in the  co u rse  since w e h a v e  m o v ed  
away from  w ritin g  in s tru c tio n  based  
u p o n , w ell, w ritin g  in s tru c tio n .

Yet the  E nglish  D e p a rtm e n t p ro p o ses  tv; 
rescue th is ta iling  pedagogy* bv im p le
m en tin g  it in  a still-larger scale. Such  an  
ap p ro a ch  isn  t fa ir to  s tu d e n ts  ot anv  race, 
class or g e n d e r  w h o  m ig h t be in te re s te d  m  
getting  a good  ed u c a tio n .

fohn Ruszkieuncz an a>sociate professor of 
English and former director o f fresh m m  Eng
lish, has taught EM b regularly and often for 
more than a decade.


