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A ccess D enied
Legislature kills student regent bill

T he state  L eg is la tu re  h as  o n c e  again  turned its head  aw ay  
trom s tu d en t in tere s ts .  T h e  S e n a te  F inance C o m m itte e  
killed an a m e n d m e n t  to g ra n t  s tu d e n ts  a n o n -v o t in g  p o s i

tion on  the  UT S y s te m  Board  o f  R e g e n ts .  If law m ak ers  cared 
ab o u t h o w  s tu d e n ts  felt a b o u t the ir  ed u cators ,  they  w ould  let 
th o se  c o n c e rn s  be  heard  w h e re  it really co u n ts .

W h a t is so d is tu rb in g  a b o u t th e  den ial o f  at least a n o n -v o t in g  
s tu d en t regen t is the  im p lica t ion  that law m ak ers  do not w ant 
s tu d e n ts  to u n d e rs ta n d  how’ the sy s te m  o f  h ig her  ed u catio n  o p 
erates .  U n v ers it ies  h a v e  b e e n  lobby in g  for rep resen ta t io n  on  the  
Board o f  R e g e n ts  for y e a rs ,  c o m in g  frustra ting ly  c lose  m a n y  
tim es.

The ex cu se  o ften  g iv en  is that if s tu d e n ts  w’ere clever  e n o u g h  
to sit on the Board of  R e g e n ts ,  thev  n e e d n 't  be in co llege in the 
first place. S tu d e n ts  s e e m  to th in k  that they  have  a g rea ter  
vested  in terest  in the  co l le g e s  than  a n y o n e  e l s e , "  said S e n .  Carl 
Parker, ch a irm an  of the  S e n a te  E d u cation  C o m m itte e ,  in Jan u ary .

But th ere  are lots o f  p e o p le  ou t th ere  w h o  have  n ev e r  heard  of 
this institution  [the U n iv ers i ty ],  an d  it 's  in their in tere sts  t o o . "

It is in T e xa n s '  in terest  th a t s tu d e n ts  have  co n f id e n ce  that their  
c o n c e rn s  are b e in g  h eard .  A b se n t  e i th e r  a faculty or s tu d e n t  re
g ent,  d ec is io n s  are  m a d e  b ase d  on w h at  is b es t  for th e  th e  u n iv er
s ity 's  im age and  p restige ,  the  s ta te 's  e c o n o m y  or co rp ora te  in ter
est.

It is w ell u n d e rs to o d  that law m ak ers  c o n s id e r  the U T S y s te m  
an im p ortan t in v e s tm e n t ,  b u t  w h at is clear is that the re tu rn s  
they are  co n c ern e d  a b o u t  h a v e  less to do  with good ed u cat io n  
th an  th e y  d o  w'ith g o o d  b u s in e s s .  It is fr ig h ten in g  that iaw m ak ers  
w ould co n s id e r  e c o n o m ic  b o o st  a h ig h er  priority  than a w ell-  
ed u cated  society .

G ra n te d ,  th e  p rop osal for a s tu d e n t  regen t has  m a n y  flaws. 
F inding  a s tu d e n t  lead er w h o  in s o m e  w ay  could  re p re se n t  all 
s tu d en ts  in a ir ing  the ir  c o n c e rn s  is a difficult p rop osition .  A nd a 
s tu d en t reg en t,  v o tin g  or n o n -v o t in g ,  w ould  be little m o re  than 
token re p rese n ta t io n .  T h e  board  w ould  a lw ay s  hear from the 

stu d ent re g e n t , '  and th e n  w ould ig nore  them .
in d eed ,  it w ou ld  be easy  for the board to  d isregard  in p u t from 

the regent,  ju s t  as  it ig n o re s  re sp o n se s  in The Daily Texan, w hich  
sen d s rep o rters  to e v e ry  m e etin g .  H o w ev e r ,  a m e m b e r  o f  the 
board w ould  be privy  to in form ation  w hich  reporters  ca n n o t  a c 
cess. It is a te ll ing  s ign  that re g e n ts  do not w a n t s tu d e n ts  in 
volved in the ir  b u s in e s s .

—  Matthew Connally

Exposure killed the politically correct

just the bare facts
" The public interest is not defined  as what is interesting to the public."

—  British Press Com plaints  C om m ission  chief Ken Morgan, explaining 
w hy the publication of nude photos of Prince Andrew' could not be

justified on the ground of public interest.

T his last year saw the nationw ide explo
sion of the political correctness m o ve
ment, w'ith the University playing a 

starring role in the drama. Last fall, before p.c. 
claimed the front cover of Tim e and N ew sw eek, 
this budding controversy  was the subject of 
many cam pus lectures.

Before this time, everybody w as trying to get 
a handle on another  new  buzzword on ca m 
puses across the country  —  multiculturalism —  
and particularly its m anifestation in the contro
versial packet for a freshm an com position class, 
English 306. In those  early days before any se 
rious discussion could begin, the participants 
had to convince them selves that they w eren 't  
these insidious right-wing conspirators as por
trayed by the politically correct.

O n e  speech given by one  of the few brave 
professors opposing the m o vem en t consisted 
of little more than a defensive plea. He said that 
simply having reservations about the E306 m a
terial didn't mean their views were a couple of 
steps shy of fascism. After all, if the head of the 
English D epartm ent him self describes those 
opposing E306 as right-wingers, th ere ’s got to 
be som e truth to the charge, right?

Since then, professors no longer need be so 
defensive. They now have a loaded word of 
their ow n to describe the unpleasant tactic of 
the radical left labeling their view's as racist, 
hom ophobic, etc: political correctness. Political 
and religious com m en tator  Richard N euhaus 
has these optimistic w ords regarding the light 
being shed on the p.c. phen om en o n , " T h e  
good new s is that more people  are paying at
tention to the bad new's."  He adds, "  In the 
past year there has been  an encouragingly 
widespread discussion of the role played by 
p.c. opinion on American c a m p u ses ."  Public 
opinion appears to have turned against the po
li ticallv correct via exposure.

The real conflict,  though, appears to have 
subsided. T hose  w ho at first wrote sober edito
rials, like Jo hn  Leo of U .S. N ews and W orld R e
port, now feel confident enough to write light
hearted pieces making fun of the m ovem ent. 
Last week, for example, Leo suggested translat-
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ing traditional words into acceptable p.c. sensi
tive language. T he  new verbal order would tell 
us that if the past is divided into history and 
herstory, the study of hum anity  should be 
called h is 'n 'herstory .

Leo also suggests  that som e oppressive, in
sensitive movie titles could also use som e revis
ing: "O ld Yeller —  Senior Animal C om panion of 
Color, Three Blind M ice —  A Triad of Visually 
Impaired, W all-Dwelling Protectors or Snow  
W hite and the Seven Dw arfs —  O n e  of the M ono- 
culturally O ppressed  W om yn Confronts the 
Vertically C h a llen g e d ."

Multiculturalist rhetoric with its contrived, 
vacuous adjectives give critics am m unition  to 
attack another of its tenets: the belief that ab so 
lutes don 't  exist and any value claim is simply 
an expression of a particular cu lture 's  arbitrary 
priorities.

With this in mind, we could imagine creative 
relativists bringing more movie titles into the 
p.c. fold: The Ten C om m andm ents —  Israelocen- 
tric Ethical Preferences or Holocaust —  Na- 
ziocentric Ethical Preferences.

But before we allow the morass of articles on 
the p.c. m ovem ent to lie forgotten at the bot
tom ot new s magazines that we can 't  bring o u r
selves to throw away, we should rem em ber 
that the multiculturalism and p.c. conflict is 
part of the larger debate on racism, which is far 
from fading.

T he  multiculturalists have lost this skirmish. 
O n ce  a term that the left used to describe social
ly conscious policies, politically correct is now  a 
pejorative. No am ount of John Leo-style sen si
tivity rewording will change  the negative co n 
notations it implies. Politically charged ad 
ministrators and faculty, w ho only last year 
openly voiced their indignation at white males

and W estern Civilization on cam pu s rallies, 
now shy away from the press.

This new  reticence is a direct result of the rest 
of society actually reading what they're  saying 
and not liking it. Also, books like D inesh  
D 'Sou za 's  Illiberal Education  have chronicled the 
chilling effects of p.c. in action so as to preclude 
any claim that multiculturalism is an inherently  
good thing.

But the loss can be attributed to the zealotry, 
not necessarily to the principles behind the 
misguided enthusiasm . Likewise, m any were 
sym pathetic  to the values of Falwell 's  Moral 
Majority of the '70s though they were u n co m 
fortable with the politicized pastor 's  m ethods. 
In other words, the right shou ld n 't  rub it in that 
the left was, in effect,  " c a u g h t "  at being over- 
zealous.

Healthy debate can resum e if both sides 
change their posture. (But the left should m ake 
the first conciliatory move, since, in play
ground terms, they started it.) So  the question  
of the hour is: after their apparent defeat, what 
is the left going to do to take the debate  the 
necessary  step further? O n e  carr only hope it 
w on't  be more of the sam e foolish tactic that 
earned the p .c .  label in the first place.

Last fall before the p.c. avalanche, a philoso
phy professor wrote a guest colum n that, 
though devoid of argum ent, did succeed in 
portraying opposition to the E306 course  as a 
well-orchestrated fascist conspiracy. In this 
paranoid diatribe he made enou gh  adjectives 
out of the nam e "M c C a r th y "  to do any multi
cultural revisionist proud. They  could just as  
easily continue with this lazy form of "a r g u 
m e n t"  by portraying defeat as the result of an 
even bigger conspiracy, which the corporate m e 
dia joined.

But w ouldn't  it be nice if the multiculturalists 
responded to the legitimate charges  of their o p 
ponents  without a single reference to their 
class, skin color, gender, sexual orientation. 
D on't hold your breath.

Besselm an is a governm ent /philosophy senior.

Summer should always end with some hot ethical violation
Som etim e in the next month, 

W ashington will have its 
traditional su m m er scandal. 

It will be brief but intense, like a 
thunderstorm. And it will drench 
the parched politcal landscape, 
giving welcome relief to desperate 
journalists and politicos during 
the hot dry season.

This happens alm ost every 
year. T he  first one  I lived through 
involved Bert Lance, President 
Carter 's  budget director. It had 
som ething to do with a bank, I 
dimly recall, and his wife had a 
funny name. But it all seem ed 
quite thrilling at the time. Last 
sum m er we had Sad dam  Hussein . 
But that was truly exceptional.  
Com e August, we'll be searching 
for som e lesser m alfeasance  to 
blow out of proportion.

At som e point in this future ep i
sode, som eone will declare that 
the problem is not any m isbeha
vior itself but rather the "a p p ea r-

Michael Kinsley
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a n ce "  of impropriety or the " p e r 
cep tion "  of a conflict of interest.  
And thus the scandal will drift off 
into a misty afterlife realm w here 
Tongsun Park is eternally dancing 
with D onna  Rice w hile  the 
W edtech Orchestra  plays hits 
from the W atergate  tapes.

W hat's  nice about the appear
ances/perceptions fudge is its ver
satility. It can be useful to any par
ty in an unfolding scandal: the 
alleged wrongdoer, the accuser, 
the official tribunal, the press.

For the miscreant himself and 
his allies, "a p p e a r a n c e s "  are a 
way of conced ing  error without 
confessing guilt. In announcing  
that John S u n unu would hence
forth have to clear his air travel 
plans with the W hite House co u n 
sel, President Bush said, "I  want

this administration to continue to 
be above the perception of im
p ro p rie ty ."  Was the perception of 
S u n u n u 's  impropriety a correct 
p ercep tion ?

The general counsel of the Uni
versity of Nevada at Las Vegas 
said recently the school's  regents 
were "ex trem ely  concerned  about 
... even the appearance of a rela
tionship" betw een U N L V 's  bas
ketball team and convicted game 
fixer. The  "a p p e a r a n c e "  of a rela
tionship w as a published photo
graph of three UNLV players and 
Richard " T h e  Fixer" Perry.

But "a p p e a ra n ce s "  can also be a 
way of accusing som eone of 
w rongdoing without saying what, 
if anything, is really wrong. It is a 
shortcut to moral outrage.

C ongressional Democrats de
manded that Richard Thornburgh 
resign as attorney general when 
he announced  his intention to run 
for the Senate . W hy? According to

The W ashington Post, they say " h e  
has created the appearance of a 
conflict of interest by declining to 
Stay o n . "  N ow either there is a 
conflict of interest or there isn't.

The  most egregious use of the 
appearances dod ge  recently was 
in the Senate Ethics C o m m ittee 's  
treatment of the Keating Five. The 
com m m ittee  cited two of the five, 
D ennis DeConcini and Don Rei- 
gle, for "co n d u ct that gave the a p 
pearance of being im p ro p er ."  It 
hardly requires the elaborate and 
costly proceedings of the Senate  
Ethics C om m ittee  to determ ine 
that there has been an appearance 
ot impropriety. O f  course there 's  
the appearance of impropriety. 
W hat we want to know  is: W as 
there impropriety?

Journalists a lso  resort to the ap 
pearances cop-out. There  was a 
small ethical flurry in May over 
Robert Clarke, a senior federal

bank regulator, w ho was borrow 
ing m oney from banks to play the 
market in stocks and junk bonds.
I he usual: The N ew  York Times re
ported that "critics on Capitol Hill 
said he was insensitive to the ap 
pearance of im proprie ty ;"  Then  
along cam e the Tim es editorial 
page to accuse Clarke of " a  shock 
ing appearance of im proprie ty ."

So the press has d one its duty 
and reality has been  brought into 
line with perceptions: Clarke has 
put his investm ents  into a blind 
trust. Surely, though, it is the 
function of The N ew  York Tim es to 
bring perceptions into line with 
reality, not the other  way around. 
W ere Clarke's  investm ents  ethical
ly wrong, or not? Perhaps the 
new s pages cannot settle  this 
question, but the editorial page 
ought to be able to settle it at least 
to its ow n satisfaction.

T he  appearance of an ethical

problem can lead to the ap p ear
ance of an ethical solution. In Illi
nois recently, the leading state la
bor and business  political action 
com m ittees agreed to boycott 
fund-raisers by state legislators 
during the m o n th s  of April, May 
and June. " W e 'v e  b een  concerned  
about the appearance  of im
propriety ,"  one lobbyist expained; 
it looked like "v o te  b u y in g ."

O f course what the lobbyists 
m anage to avoid with their oste- 
natious three m o nths  of self-re
straint is only the  appearance  of 
impropriety. T he  impropriety it
self remains. T he  PA C s are still 
there, and if they are not m anag 
ing to buy new votes they are a 
fraud on their m em bers. But at 
least the perceptions are taken 
care of.

K inslci/ is a sen ior editor at The  
New Republic, in which this article 
originally appeared.

Ellis' argument shallow
I have been reading with dispassionate 

interest Sidney Ellis' series on the history 
of religion ("Religion hinders individual 
freed om ,"  The Daily Texan, Thursday .) His 
measured writing style gives an air of rea
sonable argum ent and self-evident logic 
that is rather seductive to the casual read
er. But the veracity of his argum ent, I'm 
afraid, goes no d eeper than the style.

I had thought to point out the objections 
I had to Ellis' first article, but since his ar
gum ent rarely ventured beyond vague 
generalities set forth as fact, the task 
would have been quite tedious. Also, if 
one  does not accept the unspoken as 
sum ptions behind his argum ent (e .g .,  that 
there are no eternal truths revealed to 
mankind), then none of his elucidation 
will be convincing. Ellis is preaching to the 
converted, and no one  w ho would disa
gree with him ought to feel that we have 
been given a challenge.

But for those inclined to Ellis, let me 
choose one exam ple am o n g  the many of 
his fallacious points —  one  that I know a 
little som ething about. In his most recent 
colum n, Ellis states: "T h e re  was a time 
when religion reigned suprem e; it is 
know n as the Dark A g e s ."  I am afraid that 
the term "D a rk  A g e s "  is know n only to

those who have a poor understanding of 
history. T h e  term, of course, refers to the 
Middle Ages (another m isnomer). Within 
this l,0(X)-year stretch of time, only two 
periods can be described as culturally 
dark.

The first occurred from the fall of Rome 
to about 650, the other in the ninth and 
10th centuries. At both times, w estern E u
rope suffered ruinous invasions from no
madic tribes out of the northeast. The  
C hurch, far from reigning suprem e at 
these times, also suffered considerably, 
and with it most learning. In each case, 
soon afterward the invaders becam e 
Christian, and relatively enlightened e p 
ochs followed. Notable am ong these is the 
Carolingian Age.

At this time, many of the classical texts 
w ere preserved that later became so dear 
to the Renaissance (still another  m isn om 
er). Thus w hen hum anist scholars sought 
a classical script to oppose the heavy black 
letter of the high Middle Ages, they ad opt
ed the carolingian minuscule, mistakingly 
thinking it was classical Roman. O f 
course, the status of the Church rested on 
more substantial things than scripts. I 
merely mention this to show how people 
with presupposit ions in their heads are 
apt to misinterpret history toward their

own ends. Ellis is in very good company.
While I have no desire to w hitewash the 

horrors of the Middle Ages, let me remind 
Ellis that the kind of religious oppression 
associated with the medieval church —  in
quisitions and witch hunts —  are actually 
a part of Renaissance history. No one was 
executed for witchcraft in 14th-century 
England.

1 do not know what Ellis m eans when 
he speaks of religion reigning suprem e —  
a bit of hyperbole, I suppose. Religions of 
one sort or another have dom inated (and 
yes, som etim es been the ruling force) most 
civilizations throughout history. H am m u 
rabi, Am enhotep , Solom on, Pacharuti and 
many other enlightened rulers live in such 
ages, which no historian would call dark.

What then of religion's  relation to free
dom ? Religion as an institution can (like 
any institution, including the "politically 
correct"  m ovem ent) inhibit personal free
dom. Religious faith is another matter. 
And faith is not limited to religious belief. 
All facts can be accepted only on the basis 
of certain assum p tions that we cannot 
know the veracity of. Even mathem atics  is 
no exception. Ellis believes that religions 
based on divine revelation are " in v e n te d "  
by mankind because he assum ed  there are 
no supernatural influences on nature. But

he cannot in any way disprove the exis
tence of the  supernatural and, tellingly, he 
does not try.

If I am going to be convinced that Ellis is 
right, it is with this question, and not with 
the nature of religion, that we must begin.

M ark N. Taylor 
G raduate student in English

Church gave Europe order
Sidney Ellis' latest colum n ("Religion 

hinders individual f re e d o m ,"  The Daily 
Texan, Thursday) rehashes the 400-year- 
old argum ent that Christianity plunged 
Europe into the "D a rk  A g e s ."  In fact, the 
C hurch brought order to the chaos left by 
the barbarian invasions, and it put an end 
to such atrocities as the infanticide prac
ticed in pre-Christian Rome, w here gladia
tors fought before cheering crowds.

It was this sam e Rome that, in many 
ways, was as barbaric as her invaders. Al
though Christian Europe had its horrors 
(with which we are all familiar), "p o s t-  
C hristian" Europe had a few disappoint
ing mom ents. Stalin 's  purges, the Holo
caust and R obespierre 's  Reign of Terror 
are am ong those that com e to mind.

Kerry Kerr 
German

Avoid quick fix solutions
In response to Lori G ietz 's  letter ( "N e w  

hours a b su rd ,"  Tiring Line, M onday), 
though Gietz is to be applauded for trying 
to find som e way to keep the libraries 
open, she would should be wary of sug
gesting quick fixes that, in the long run, 
may be more costly than she  realizes.

Tem peratures  are kept low in buildings 
housing library collections for sound pres
ervation reasons: the longevity of library 
materials is directly related to the environ
mental conditions in w hich they reside. 
C onstant cool tem peratures and lower rel
ative humidities can extend the useful 
lives of often fragile library materials m any 
times, thereby m aintaining their accessi
bility to future scholars. W arm ing tem 
peratures can speed deterioration of acid- 
ridden book papers (comprising the 
majority of our library collections) dram at
ically, embrittling them until they becom e 
unusable.

Library materials are very expensive to 
purchase and make accessible . We must 
maintain a long-range vision of our library 
collections —  even if the Legislature 
doesn't.

Ellen Cunningham-Kruppa 
General Libraries


