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Firing Line
Seth es muy estúpido

Seth Davidson's abusive column 
on the Spanish department shows 
his ignorance of the department and 
of foreign language education in 
general. Whether Davidson believes 
it or not, the biggest problem with 
lower-division Spanish is not in
competent assistant instructors or 
an overly rigid curriculum, but apa
thetic students who can make an 
hour seem like a month. There's 
nothing more frustrating than being 
in a class with students who refuse 
to apply themselves As a teacher of 
mine says, " I  can show it to you, 
but 1 can't make you learn it.”  A 
fourth-semester student who still 
pronounces the ” h”  in hablar does 
it because he didn't learn not to, not 
because he was never taught not to. 
Face it, Davidson, most lower-divi
sion Spanish students don't give a 
damn about learning Spanish. How 
many of those ” 3,000 sections" 
would be left if a foreign language 
were not a requirement?

If you can learn a language with
out g o in g  to class, then drop and let 
someone else have your seat. Few 
people can learn to speak a lan
guage well by reading a textbook; 
you need the example of a proficient 
speaker. Class attendance also al
lows the instructor to evaluate your 

'p ro g re s s  and d iscern  you r 
weaknesses.

Being such an expert on study 
skills, Seth, you should know that 
the language lab, though boring, is 
invaluable in learning a language. 
The lab is recommended by every 
foreign language department, not 
just Spanish (a conspiracy to bore, 
perhaps?).

The Spanish department is in
deed here to offer competent in

struction. Unfortunately most low
er-division Spanish students have 
the enthusiasm of "sheep or cattle.”  
The Spanish department is national
ly ranked, not because it "won a 
bowl game,”  but because it produc
es some of the most knowledgeable 
people on Hispanic language, cul
ture and literature. Given this coun
try's policies on Latin America and 
Texans' attitudes toward Hispanics, 
it's a shame more universities don't 
have Spanish departments like 
ours.

A n th o n y  C. D ovic  
Spanish math

You learned me well
I am wanting to be sending some 

deepest thank youes to the teacher's 
of the English depparttment for 
there droping of 346K. It is the du- 
mesdt reqirment I h a s  seen so far in 
Texas, I am not gonna be having to 
ever use this clas as it w a s  a waist of 
time.

Terr/ Potts 
Psychology

Sexuality not a choice
To be a good Jew or Christian (or 

anything else) one need not deny 
one's gayness. Every individual has 
a right to use sex in the only way it 
is natural to him/her. Sexual orien
tation is not a thing that one 
chooses. It is an integral part of a 
person which just is People do not 
choose how they are, whether they 
be right-handed or left-handed, 
straight or gay And why would 
anyone choose to be gay7 I he only 
thing that being gay will get one is 
oppression in its variety of forms, it 
is hard to be gav in our society. The 
only reason that people are gay is 
that they can be no other wav.

People like Robert J. Cole ( "Gays
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and God don't mix” ) are the very 
people who are primarily responsi
ble for chasing gays out of the syna
gogues and churches. Luckily, to
day  there exist p len ty  of 
predominately gay congregations 
where no one is turned away be 
cause one is gay or straight. These 
include the Reform Jewish Syna
gogue for Jews, the Metropolitan 
Community church for Protestants, 
and Dignity for Catholics among 
others. Jesus taught that one should 
love one's neighbor, and it just so 
happens that that includes gay peo- 
pk*.

Paul D ow ling
business

Just one more
Concerning your Images cover 

story on Austin's female blues sing
ers (Feb. 13), I would like to add to 
the list the greatly underrated Kathv 
Murray

In your article, all the women you 
listed you questioned as being la
beled a "blues singer." Kathy Mur
ray is a blues singer in every form of 
the definition "blues singer.”  She is 
not a blueswoman in the1 style of 
Bonnie Raitt, Eric Clapton, or 
George Thorogood, but closer to the 
blues of Muddv Waters, Koko Fav- 
lor and Otis Rush.

B ill A r th u r  Jones 
Lead gu ita ris t, the K ilow atts

Missiles not peaceful
Hey, sign me up along with Bill 

Mange (Texan, Feb. 18.) I too am 
liberal and cool and I sup
port all the right causes, including 
almost all the changes he proposes 
on campus. Okav, but let's leave all 
the opulence of Tarleton Law Li
brary undisturbed. And it doesn't 
necessarily follow that AXLE, bv 
opposing the military lawn decora

tions at Steindam Hall, has aban
doned its fight on other on arguably 
more serious issues It does indi
cate, and rightly so ,  that AX IL: is 
concerned about blatant and gratm 
tous militaristic symbols displayed 
at the University. Missiles are never 
in the spirit of peace, unarmed or 
otherwise.

There are degrees of balance to be 
sought in most areas of public dis
agreement I'm personally not wild 
about ROLL or statues of Army 
generals, either, but for the moment 
I'll suffer their presence on campus. 
At missiles, I draw the line. They're 
simply unnecessary, inflammatory, 
and present a statement which I 
don't wish to be a party to. Instead, 
how about another fountain? With 
horses, maybe7 Or has that already 
been done?

l  inda K M e lt/e r  
Law

Lecturers selfish
English lecturer James Skaggs’ 

gratuitous insult to the permanent 
faculty ("literati”  who are "over
paid, underworked," Texan, Leb 
20) should alert the University com
munity to the comtemptuous atti
tudes of those the English depart
ment often must employ to staff 
three required University courses. I 
am one of the "literati" he reviles, 
and he is dead wrong on nearly all 
counts. According to figures pre
sented in the A ustin  Am erican  
Statesman, my salary after 11 years 
of teaching, research and service in 
administrative positions at U7 is 
slightly more than $4,000 above 
what a high school teacher in Aus
tin earns at the same stage. I'm not 
complaining this is a career I tru 
ly love — but mv work weeks are 
generally 60-hour marathons, if I in
clude the publishing commitments

that have produced a book and 40 
articles and reviews. Both Skaggs 
and Texan editor David Woodruff 
also err in presuming that I and mv 
colleagues abandon lower-division 
and composition courses because 
we write about literature in scholar
ly books and |ournals, I have taught 
a course in composition or editing 
virtually every semester smte I 
joined the UT faculty, usually cou
pled with another lower-division 
course as well. My course-instructor 
survey ratings have Jx'en high in 
composition, and 1 have received a 
teaching award for these efforts 

But Skaggs is right about the ex
amples of self-interest revealed bv 
the high-flown rhetoric swirling 
around the postponement of the 
346K requirement. More lecturers 
seem to be interested in their one- 
year teaching contracts than in the 
actual quality of that course Our 
rhetoric and composition faculty

members have a financial interest in 
T46K because their potentially lucra 
tive textbooks might he adopted on 
a mass scale Faculty union repre
sentatives feel honor bound to pro
tect each and every academic |ob 
ever created A tew other respond 
ing members of our I nglish (acultv 
nurse long-time grudges against the 
department, for complicated rea
sons I here is self-interest every- 
where with 346K, even in my case 

as 1 nglish graduate studies c hair, 
I want to see mv department cease 
the- public bickering of these past 
three years and regain its momen
tum toward overtaking the 10 top- 
ranked English departments in the1 
nation I his achievement would do 
more to help the university and the 
students than anv cheap points 
scored by deriding our faculty and 
their teac hing accomplishments
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THE NEW SWATCH.
GRANITA DI FRUTTA 
IN THREE FRUIT FLAVORS 
OR THE UNSCENTED CLEAR 
OPEN WORK FACE

Choose from blue (ice mint), 
pink (raspberry), or yellow 
(banana) small face swatches 
to add new texture to your 
spring wardrobe or choose 
the newest clear banded 
open face swatch and watch 
time fly by, 30.00
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NO FAT 
CHICKS

Does this offend you? 
Spring Break is just 
around the corner.
Guaranteed weight loss for that 
favorite swimsuit.

Interested?
Call 266-9313
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NORTHLOOP, HIGHLAND MALL, 
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