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O ne S mall S tep
Orientation film only beginning for multiculturalism

W hile it m ight be considered a step in 
the right direction, the inclusion of 
the film A C lass D iv ided  in the sum m er 

orientation program s for freshm en should not 
he given more credit than is due.

The film is, in the w ords of Maralyn Heim
lich, assistant dean of students, m eant to "teach  
people the advantages of a multicultural envi
ronment and to avoid racist incidents."

The film portravs an experim ent in which 
m em bers of a third-grade class are divided on 
the basis of eve color, and granted and denied  
privileges accordingly.

A  C lass D iv ided  is valuable in that it explains 
that lower achievem ent can be a direct result of 
repression and oppression —  so m uch ten- the 
self-serving statistics of Joseph Horn, a former 
associate dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
who maintains that blacks and Hispanics are 
inherently lower achievers than w hites.

But a film is just a film. In the w ords of one 
orientation adviser, "It 's  not like everyone  
doesn't already know that discrimination takes 
place." Indeed ev eryone does. A tw o-hour sec
tion of one day does not even approach the nec- 
essarv exposure to racial prejudice that people

need in order to be sensitized.
W hat will be effective is truth and diversity in 

the curriculum . Ethnic studies courses are es
sential in a program  designed to ease racial ten
sion at the University. These classes need to 
exist in greater quantities than they do at pres
ent, and they should fulfill som e requirem ent if 
they cannot be a requirem ent.

More than that, the University, if sincere in 
its effort to create a m ore racially tolerant learn
ing atm osphere, must ensure that the faculty is 
as diverse as the curriculum . At present, that is 
not very' difficult to achieve.

If the University w ere to em ploy a long-term  
stategy to diversify the faculty, "m ulticultural
ism in the University and in the curriculum  will 
then be a natural con sequence," in the w ords of 
Robert Solomon, professor of philosophy.

This is not to say that the orientation program  
is worthless. It's not. It will, how ever, do more 
harm than good if we allow the administration  
to rest on som ething so ineffectual. If the Uni
versity wishes to "teach  people the advantages  
of a multicultural en viron m en t," it should hire 
teachers that are prepared to do it.

—  Scott S tan ford

S prin g  I nto  A ctio n
Development firms will live to pollute another day

Dating faculty courts trouble
'A

T he first protracted battle has been won.
In the new est skirmish between Barton 
Creek W ater Quality and Probable Pol

luters, score one for aqua pura.
After what Councilm em ber Robert Barnstone 

described as a W oodstock-like outpouring of 
public sentim ent, the City Council unanim ously  
opposed a 4,000-acre planned unit developm ent 
proposal bv Freeport-M cM oRan Inc. and Club 
Corp. International of Dallas.

M ore than 150 angry people eventually made 
their way to the podium  to inveigh against the 
plan.

Theirs was no small accom plishm ent. Lobby
ist extraordinaire David A rm brust, who seem s 
to have been lurking behind the legal briets of 
everv environm ent-threatening developm ent 
project for the past decade, was trounced at 
what he does best. M oneym en jim Bob Moffett 
and Robert Dedm an w ere sent packing with 
their slide projectors, spin doctors and convinc
ing presentations.

But don't even think about celebrating yet, 
because this w as just the first well-publicized 
vollev in what prom ises to be a lengthy war.

Dedman, ow ner of Club C orp ., m ade this clear 
at the m eeting w hen he said, "If you do not 
choose to be partners with us in this develop
m ent, we will go ahead and do it."

And the options left to the developers to "d o  
it" to Barton Springs —  particularly one in 
which they can push the plan through piece
meal through the subdivision process —  will 
invariably be much tougher to oppose.

No one should be duped bv M offett's asser
tions that Freeport applied as a planned unit 
developm ent out of respect for the city. The ap
plication w'as m ade purely because it was the 
most efficient m eans to quick developm ent.

But now that it has been shredded, the strug
gle for Barton Creek, either through subdivision 
or by trying to incorporate the area as a citv, 
will become one of attrition. It will take more 
than council show dow ns to fight it.

Those who are truly com m itted to protecting  
the creek's w ater quality now m ust fight the 
builders patiently and with a detective's eye. 
The real battle has just been joined.

—  R an dy  K enn edy

w, c'mon, everybody's doing it. I just did 
it, and I'm gonna do it again."

In this case, " i t "  is faculty-student dat
ing. There, it's been said. It happens; it's confusing, 
and the University does have regulations about it. 
No, it's not evil, but this issue needs to be addressed.

As stupid as it sounds, some students have tried 
coming on to teachers and failed miserably. Some
times it's more than just simple attraction, infatua
tion or what have you. The old GPA can be a power
ful motivator. Out of the UT students I spoke to 
about coming on to their professors or TAs, none 
were "successful" in anchoring a date or even a few 
extra grade points. That is not to say that it doesn't 
happen ...

With faculty who date their students, the power 
play is evident from the start. No matter who initi
ates the relationship, the control lies with the instruc
tor, and there simply can be no equality. (Let me 
interject here that dating an ex-student is a different 
matter, but it still implies a power play.)

Not all TAs have a direct effect on their students' 
grades, but a good portion of them do. Obviously, 
anyone who has any control over your grades is po
tentially bad news, but some students feel pressured 
into saying "y e s"  to their professor's jeering remarks 
and or feel confused about being attracted to the ir 
teacher.

Take Debbie, for instance. (The name is changed to 
respect her privacy.) Her TA called her and asked her 
out. She was hesitant, but then the pressure began 
with, “Come on. God. Everybody does it. 1 did it 
when I was an undergrad." Later, after she rejected 
him, it was, "Whatsa matter with you? God, you're 
so immature."

Who's immature? The University of Texas Institu
tional Rules on Student Services and Activities state 
that “Students and faculty members should avoid 
compromising situations involving any romantic or 
sexual relationship between a faculty member and a 
student who is enrolled in a course taught by a facul-

Eileen Murphy
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"W hen 'the intended effect or 
reasonably foreseeable effect of 
such conduct is to create an in 
tim idating, hostile, or offensive 
environm ent for the students,' 
faculty-student dating can even  
be defined as sexual harass
m ent."

ty member." It goes on to say: “This policy is not 
intended to discourage the interaction of faculty and 
students where harassment or a conflict of interest is 
not a factor; however ... it is inappropriate for a facul
ty member to form romantic or sexual relationships 
with students working under the faculty member's 
direct supervision."

When "the intended effect or reasonably foresee
able effect of such conduct is to create an intimidat
ing, hostile, or offensive environment for the stu
dents," faculty-student dating can even be defined as 
sexual harassment.

Aside from the punishment, think of all the per
sonal humiliation and pain both parties would feel if 
they got caught. The faculty member's and the stu
dent's reputation, to some extent, are both at stake. 
What's the point? 1 say it's not worth it. Now, if both 
parties agree to wait until the semester is over, that's 
a different story.

Murphy is a liberal arts junior.

E 306 changes bring UT something new — critical thought
Surprise! The University is 

turning over a new leaf — 
teaching freshmen to think. 

In addition to the usual gauntlet 
chock full of weed-out c o u rs e s ,  
immense lecture halls and dron
ing professors, this fall's freshmen 
will face an intellectually stimulat
ing challenge for a change — in 
the freshmen composition course 
of all things.

The English Department is re
vamping English 306. Instead of 
reading and writing essays about 
writing and whatever random 
topics happen to be in the text
books, students will be reading 
landmark court decisions <>n civil 
rights and some essays, poems 
and narratives on “difference." 
Out with the usual hodgepodge 
anthology ot traditional essays, 
deadened discussions from bored
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students and vague notions about 
writing; in with a unifying theme, 
classroom debates and a clear path 
to constructing an essay.

Students will be able to draw 
(and, more important, critique) 
from their own experiences, then 
ciiscuss topics that have direct and 
deep effects on their lives. And 
when someone actually has opin
ions on a topic, writing about that 
topic comes that much easier.

Teaching students to think is 
the best way to teach writing. 
Anyone can blurt out sentences all 
dav long, but to write something 
worth reading, that the reader will 
actually remember afterward, re
quires thinking through and con

structing an interesting and con
vincing argument. The most 
popular and rigorous upper-divi- 
sion writing courses, like John 
Trimble's E 325M, are structured 
around this premise.

Not surprisingly, the new, im
p ro v e d  E 30 6  r e s e m b le s  
Southwestern University's fresh
man symposium. Consistently 
cited by U.S. News and World Re
port as the best liberal arts college 
in the West, Southwestern re
quires all incoming students to 
take the symposium course. Stu
dents listen to lectures on, dis
cuss, then write about a given to
pic. The freshman class as a w'hole 
is given an entire semester to 
learn, debate, then synthesize a 
position on one topic.

No doubt, with the changes in E 
306, some will complain that the

canon has been watered down 
(quick, alert Allan Bloom). While 
those dissenters are scrambling 
around trying to define the 
“canon" for freshmen composi
tion courses, please note that the 
point is to teach the students to 
develop arguments, convey ideas 
and write them down so others 
can understand —  not to worship 
writers long since gone.

The English Department will 
probably face accusations of "poli
ticizing" the curriculum. Even if 
you assume that the curriculum 
isn't already politicized, it's ridicu
lous to claim that this is part of 
some grand plot to liberalize in
coming students. As Linda Brod- 
key, director of Lower Division 
English, said, “The question that 
will be addressed in this class is 
not 'What is your position on rac

ism or sexism?' but 'What do you 
h a v e  to  s u p p o r t  y o u r  
argument?' “ God forbid students 
are thinking and developing 
sound arguments for their opin
ions in the classroom.

“This approach takes the stu
dents seriously, and it takes their 
civic responsibilities seriously," 
said Brodkey. It's about time. Patt
ing the students on the head and 
telling them to be good little 
Americans does not a democracy 
make. In real democracies people 
can think about, understand and 
develop sound opinions on the is
sues of the day —  including rac
ism.

Faculty members are taking the 
changes seriously, too. So serious
ly, some of them are actually 
going to teach the dreaded E 306. 
So instead of overworked and un

derpaid grad students, freshmen 
will face real, live, tenured faculty, 
instead of just passing them in the 
hall occasionally.

The English Department is also 
considering changes in the curric
ulum of E 316K. Too many of the 
“world" literature sections are in 
truth only the literature of conti
nental Europe.

Considering the rapidly chang
ing demographics in Texas and 
the United States, it's about time 
universities start teaching stu
dents to deal with these realities. 
Of course, reality is something the 
University too often ignores. Con
gratulations to the English Depart
ment for bringing the ivory tower 
back to the streets where it be
longs.
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Hays is a humanities senior. 
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'Tejas' gets special favors
Whatever else can be said about it, the 

controversy surrounding UT funding of 
Tejas is not a free speech issue. No one has 
a right to be published; otherwise, The Tex
an would be violating the First Amend
ment everv time it didn't hire a new tryout 
or didn't run a Firing Line letter. All any
one or any group has is the right to be 
unhampered by the state from publishing 
with their own funds. Only it the state didn't 
allow a periodical to be privately pub
lished would censorship exist.

Also, since Tejas received all of its fund
ing ($2,200) from the University last year, 
it really wasn't an alternative publication 
at all. ^

And what bona fide alternative publica
tions were produced last year by inde- 
pendenf-study students? Imagine if Joe 
Horn, Warner Barnes and Alan Gribben 
had published The Texas Review  through 
students in their classes. Wouldn't many 
on campus have been outraged? And what

if Doug Kellner, Harry' Cleaver and joe 
Feagin had published Polemicist? Wouldn't 
others have been equally upset? So why 
should Mercedes de Uñarte and Tejas be 
given preferential treatment?

In fact, the staffs of the real alternative 
publications (including The Griot and 
TWAT) should be more outraged than 
anyone else that Tejas has been feeding at 
the UT trough for the last year, while pass
ing itself off as an alternative publication.

And why should Tejas be allowed to join 
Texas Student Publications? If TSP allows 
Tejas to join, why not The Texas Review, The 
Griot and the rest?

The final lesson to be drawn from this 
fiasco is that the University is such a racist 
place that it was willing to bend its own 
rules for a minority paper. If this is racism, 
make the most of it!

Tony Martinez
Special student

Sex-crime coverage biased
1 have observed that on the rare occa

sion when a suspected or confirmed ra
pist, solicitor of prostitutes or child moles
ter is mentioned by name in the press, he 
seldom has any trouble telling his side of 
the story "The rape victim was asking for 
it," he (or they) will assure us in the fol
low-up article. “ We all do it when we're 
young." “Mv wife made this up to get cus
tody."

Our society presents these men with a 
ready-made set of narratives to which they 
can appeal to receive anything from partial 
to complete absolution. Clayton Williams, 
for instance, will be unlikely to suffer any 
negative career consequences stemming 
from his patronage of prostitutes and his 
discounting of rape as a serious offense.

Sadlv, we will probably never have the 
pleasure of seeing Clayton Williams on the 
front page of The Daily Texan, handcuffed, 
frightened and bewildered, surrounded 
by indifferent officials, pinned like a bug 
within the gaze of a wall of cameras and 
video-cams, while officials inside his 
house rifle through his closets in search of

pornography — and yet wre know by Wil
liams' ow n admission that he has routine
ly committed sexual crimes.

The lot of men accused of homosexual 
crimes, including those “crimes" w'hich 
are only defined as such strictly because 
they are homosexual, is starkly different. 
Whether such individuals are found guilty 
or innocent, if thev are publicly identified 
as homosexual, they're sunk. There is no 
pre-existing discourse with which they can 
vindicate themselves, even if their partner 
did make it up. No excuse will do, because 
the crime, in the eyes of society, is who the 
gay man is, not w'hat he did.

This imbalance struck me painfully to
day, as 1 scanned The Daily Texan front 
page ("Police arrest man on charges of ag
gravated sexual assault," Friday). There, 
along with the usual outrages against 
human decency committed by the UT ad
ministration (“ just doin' our job, m a'am ,") 
I came upon the anguished face of  a young 
man who, under conditions of extreme ad
versity, still had the courage to affirm to

reporters “ I am a homosexual."
The question is not what the young man 

whose image, name and place of employ
ment your paper chose to distribute to the 
entire campus may be guilty of. The courts 
will decide that, t h e  question is why The 
Texan singled him out for sensationalized 
treatment. Is it because male sexual assault 
against women is so mundane that it hard
ly qualifies as news? Is it because the risks 
for a gay man who is attracted to a 15-year- 
old boy are so overwhelming that a man 
even allegedly daring to act on such an at
traction is really special news?

Or is it, perhaps, that The Texan is un
consciously participating in and perpetu
ating a nasty patriarchal system which 
likes to construct women and girl children 
as the "natural" and "rightful" objects of 
male sexual aggression, and which reacts 
with fear and loathing to all male desire 
which is channeled, whether tenderly or 
otherwise, toward any other object?

Margot FitzGerald 
Graduate student in English


