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The politics of patriotism
U S Sen  C h a r le s  M ath ias ,  D -M aryland , 

likes to tell a storv  abou t life on the 
cam p aig n  trail. It see m s M ath ias  had 

been  ru n n in g  a s e n e s  of  cam p aig n  spots  d e 
picting his fam ily  strolling  leisurely  a long  the 
b a n k s  of the P oto m ac River, dog in tow. At the 
end of the spot, th e  dog ju m p s into the water 
for a sw im  " A s  I wrent th rou gh  the cam paign , 
n o b o d y  e v e r  ask ed  about the issues.  All they 
ask ed  m e w as, 'H o w 's  you r d og? ' '

W alter  M ó n d a le  m ight sy m p ath ize .  A bright 
re su rg e n c e  o f  p a tn ot ism  in parts of A m e n ca ,  a 
n ew fo u n d  se n s e  of  " s e e  no evil, sp eak  no 
e v i l , "  is o v e r n d in g  M o n d a le 's  ability to articu
late the im p o rtan t  issues of our day. W hile  the 
sy m p to m s  of this p atn ot ism  are re fresh ing  to 
m an y , it is im p ortan t to co m p re h e n d  the u n 
derly in g  c a u se s  and  possible results  of this na
tional e u p h o n a ,  for they  are p ro fou n d ly  dis
turbing.

N o  q u est io n ,  the  p atn otism  is there. A poll 
co n d u cte d  by Y an k elo v ich ,  Skelly  & W hite  in 
d icates  that the collective m ood of the nation is 
at an all-tim e high

P res id en t R eag an  has been  all too quick to 
exploit this en th u s ias t ic  surge. Last w eek, the 
R eag an  c a m p a ig n  spent $730 ,000  to pu rchase  
airtim e on all of the  m ajor  n etw orks  and cable 
ch a n n e ls  for a 30 -m in u te  com m ercia l equating  
R eagan with "trad itio n a l  A m e n c a n  v a lu e s ."  As 
ad vert is ing  co n su ltan t  Phil D u sen b erry  put it, 
" T h a t  is w h a t  w e have d o n e  in the past with 
Pepsi ,  to elicit a se n se  of feeling. It is a sen se  of 
o p tim ism , a se n se  of p a tr io t ism ."

T h e  p rob lem  w ith  the ad is that its d e p e n d 
en c e  on the p a tn o t ism  th e m e ig n ores  R eag an 's  
resp onsib litv  to a d d re ss  the issues of the presi
dential race head  on. A nd inadvertently  or o th 
erw ise ,  R eag an  is d ece iv in g  the A m e n c a n  p u b
lic by avo id in g  those  issues and c la im ing 
responsibility ' for this resu rg en ce .

S o m e  b a c k g ro u n d :  in 1975, th e  Y ank elov ich  
poll found that A m e n c a n s '  co n f id e n ce  in g ov
er n m e n t  had erod e d  to an all-tim e low. T he 
ca u ses  wrere  easv  to f inger —  race w'ars, V ie t
n am  and , finally, W ate rg ate .  C arte r 's  " im p r o b 
able, r o m a n tic "  victory' in 1976 briefly sent 
A m e rica n s ' sp in ts  soaring . T h e n  the effect of 
the e n e rg y  crisis hit h o m e,  the e c o n o m y  w ent 
on the blink and C arter  took to the  a irw aves to 
deliver his fam ed attack  on  A m e rica 's  "c r is is  of 
c o n f id e n c e . "  Like the patient w h o  exp ects  his 
d octor  to p ro n o u n c e  him  h ea lth y  and fit, the 
A m erican  p eop le  did not w ant to be told that 
th ey  su ffered  from  m alaise. T h e y  m igh t have 
recovered  q u icker  —  and  C arter  m igh t have

continu ed  in office —  had A m erican  hostag es  
not been  seized and paraded before  jeering  
d e m o n stra to rs  and a w orld-w ide television au
dience . T h at was the C arter  Era, and it w as a 
bleak time for the United States ' spirit.

Enter R onald  Reagan. O n  Inauguration  Dav, 
1981, the h o stag es  finally w ere  released from 
Iran alive an d  u nh arm ed . The e c o n o m y , long 
d o rm an t th an k s  to the energy' crisis and resu lt
ing re cess io n ,  has bv now  recovered , at least 
tem p o ran lv .  The United States has exp ressed  
itself politically throu gh military m e a n s ,  in 
cluding  the ill-conceived G renad a  invasion , the 
fateful p resen ce  of the M a n n e s  in Beirut and 
the sh a m e fu l in terference in the internal affairs 
of o u r neighbors  to the south , El Salvador, 
G u atem ala ,  H o n d u ras  and N icaragua.

Patriotism  can be an asse t  of im m e n se  value. 
But as on e  K ansas  farm er told Tim e  m ag azine, 
do w e have it becau se  w e feel it or becau se  
so m e o n e  tells us to feel it? M ore im portantly ,  
w hat are the possible  rep ercu ss io n s  of the  p res
ent m ood , and at w h o se  ex p e n se  do th e se  re
p e rcu ss io n s  obtain?

An in teresting  result of  the recent Y a n k e lo 
vich poll w as  the d isp arity  b e tw e e n  w h ite  and 
black A m e n c a n s '  co n f id e n ce  in the g o v e rn 
m ent.  F ifty-eight p erce n t  of  black A m e rican s  
in terv iew e d , for ex a m p le ,  feel that " t h e  c o u n 
try is in d ee p  and s e n o u s  tr o u b le ."  But on ly  33 
p e rce n t  of w h ites  ag reed  w ith  this  p rog nosis .  
W e  k n o w  that, at the sa m e tim e, poverty  and 
its a cc o m p a n y in g  m alad ies  —  h u n g er ,  infant 
m ortality ,  illiteracy, u n e m p lo y m e n t  —  affect 
b lacks d isp ro p ortion ate ly .  As the  Rev. Jesse  
Jack son  put it at the D em ocratic  national c o n 
v en t io n ,  the R eag an  ad m in istra t io n  " m u s t  be 
held  accou n tab le  in N o v e m b e r  for an in creas
ing infant m ortality  rate a m o n g  the poor. In 
D etroit ,  o n e  of th e  great cities o f  the w'estern 
w orld ,  b ab ies  are d yin g  at the sam e rate as in 
H o n d u ra s ,  the m o st  u n d e rd ev e lo p e d  nation in 
o u r h e m is p h e r e . "

A s the p residentia l  ca m p a ig n  w in d s dow n 
this  fall, w-e w ould  do well to re m e m b e r  that, 
in M o n d a le 's  w o rd s ,  " T h e r e  is not o n e  party 
that is patriotic and  on e  that is n o t . "  It is fright
e n in g  that the  U .S .  citizenry  could d isp lay  such 
m y o p ic  p ersp ective .  If w e  do not u nd erstan d  
the roots  o f  tren d s  in o u r  society , then  surely 
w e w'ill be b lindsided  by the results.

—  D avid Elliot

UT hasn’t freed all speech
"Ye shall know  the truth and the 

truth shall m ake vou free . "

T his idealistic inscription on 
the Main Building is a pow
erful statement about stu
dents' freedom. Yet, something is 

left to be desired when it comes to 
expressing controversial ideas or 
concerns in any well-organized 
fashion on cam pus.

This is not to sav the University 
prohibits freedom of speech. First 
Amendment nghts are provided for 
on campus. Students are even per
mitted to organize into student 
groups and utilize campus facilities 
— under certain conditions. But 
University guidelines carefullv re
strict any impromptu demonstra
tions or publications by placing bar
riers of red tape in .front of vocal 
students.

It is understandable that certain 
restrictions are necessary, as they 
are in all speaking situations. Even 
an absolutist concerning the First 
Amendment realizes that physical 
considerations, such as the volume 
of public address systems, should 
have limitations. It is also reason
able that large rallies and parades be 
scheduled so as not to conflict with 
others wanting to use a specific site.

But whether intending to, Uni
versity rules discnminate as to who 
mav organize rallies: only registered 
student groups have this privilege. 
Of course almost any group of stu
dents, as long as it complies with 
the University's non-discrimination 
guidelines, may register as an or
ganization. But one significant road
block exists: every registered stu
dent group must have a faculty 
adviser.

These advisers are not necessarily 
easy to come bv, especially if the ba
sis of the group is controversial.

Kelley 
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Aside from the controversy prob
lem, manv faculty members do not 
have the time they would like to in
vest in overseeing such a project. So 
what this all means is students who 
are able to register as an official stu
dent organization with a faculty 
adviser have the nght to schedule 
rallies and demonstrations on cam
pus.

Handing out flyers on campus 
has also become a questionable 
nght recently. Before last spnng's 
demonstration against former Secre
tary of State Henry Kissenger, the 
University did not allow non-stu
dents to distribute literature on 
campus.

But pnor to that demonstration, 
U.S. District Court Judge James 
Nowlin granted a temporary injunc
tion prohibiting the University from 
stopping non-students from distrib- 
uting literature. Since that ruling, 
the UT administration has reconsid
ered its interpretation of the Univer
sity regulations. The administration 
now has decided that non-students 
may distribute literature on campus 
as long as they are invited to do so 
bv a student organization. So much 
for absolute freedom of distribution.

Finally, an area in which students 
are virtually gagged and bound is 
freedom of the press. This does not 
mean that students writing for The 
Daily Texan are denied their First 
Amendment nghts. But students 
who wish to work on and distribute

other publications on campus are 
faced w'ith obstacles, and the main 
obstacle is funding.

If students wish to produce a 
newspaper or magazine ;n the true 
capitalist tradition — funding their 
project with advertising revenue — 
they might as well settle in for a bat
tle with the University. Regulations 
prohibit student groups from pub
lishing advertising from off-campus 
organizations. This rule is unfor
tunate because the cost of publica
tion is exorbitant, as private pub
lishers know'.

Last spring students w'ho started 
The Texas Review , a conservative 
newspaper to be distributed on 
campus, were prevented from using 
advertising revenue to pay for their 
publication. The student group re
sponsible for starting this project 
had to pay for it with money 
received from private conservative 
educational organizations.

UT officials have said that if stu
dents were permitted to issue publi
cations containing off-campus ad
vertising, public University land 
would be used for gain by private 
organizations. So, if students w ant
ed to organize a publication funded 
by advertising, they would have to 
distribute it off campus grounds. 
This is merely a technicality, but it is 
a bam er to free press nonetheless.

All of these restrictions on stu
dents' freedom of speech are obvi
ously not overtly repressive. It 
should not be construed that the 
University administration is a dicta
torship taking awray students' First 
Amendment rights. But the UT bu
reaucracy contains enough road
blocks to make one w'onder w'hether 
true freedom of speech and press 
really exists on campus.

Shannon is a Texan columnist.

Ombudsman drops hints about dropping class
O Monday is the last day that 

a student may drop a class 
without receiving an aca

demic penalty. If, however, a stu 
dent needs to drop a class after this 
date, and if the student is an under
graduate, he or she must obtain the 
approval of the academic dean, aca
demic adviser and instructor. The 
General Information bulletin states 
that:

" If  approval is obtained, the in
structor will assign a 'Q' or 'F.' The 
symbol 'Q' indicates an average of

John 
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'C ' or better in the course at the time 
of the drop, or that no grade has yet 
been assigned in the course, or that 
due to the student's performance

and the nature of the course no aca
demic penalty is in order. In rare 
and compelling cirumstances, an in
structor may assign a 'Q' for nona
cademic reasons, subject to approv
al by the student's dean."

If the student is an international 
student, he or she, in addition to 
the required approvals listed above, 
must also obtain written permission 
from the International Office.

Nov. 2 is the last day a student in 
an undergraduate school or college 
may drop a course. The GIB states,

"After the last day for dropping 
courses, an undergraduate student 
will not be permitted to drop a 
course except upon approval of the 
student's dean and only for urgent 
and substantiated, nonacademic 
reasons acceptable to the dean."

Is it possible for a student to be 
forced to drop a class? According to 
the GIB, "O n  the recommendation 
of the instructor concerned, and 
with the approval of the student's 
academic dean, a student may be re
quired to drop a course at any time

because of neglect or for lack of 
preparation."

A graduate student may drop a 
course at any time in the semester 
before finals, as long as the approv
al of the instructor, the graduate 
adviser, and the dean of the Gradu
ate School is given. The instructor 
determines whether an "F "  or sym
bol "Q "  shall be recorded. An inter
national graduate student may not 
drop below a full course load. If the 
need does arise, the student must 
present a letter from his or her de

partment stating whv the student 
must drop a class.

It is essential that students make 
themselves aware of upcoming aca
demic deadlines. Also, certain col
leges have deadlines w'hich are dif
ferent from the University on the 
whole. If you have any questions or 
comments, call or come by the Om
budsm an's Office (Student Services 
Building 1.104; 471-3825).

Stansbury is assistant om buds
man.

Firing Line
Respectful heckling

With all due respect to Evan O s
borne (Texan, Sept. 25), what 
Am encan politics needs is more cre
ative heckling.

Trie British parliament, for exam
ple, has wonderful heckling rituals
which enliven otherwise boring de
bates and occasionally loosen the
stiff upper lip. I would welcome an
occasional outburst in my own
classroom, because I prefer the hec
kler to the snoozer.

W hat O sborne objects to, of
course, is heckling which prevents 
free speech and open debate. That 
is why we need a tradition —  one 
which sets limits on the degree to 
which the flow of a speech is inter
rupted. What is missing in Ameri
can heckling is a sense of rhythm; a 
jeer cannot be well-placed unless 
the jeerer is listening intently to the 
speech. Such a declaration is a sign 
of respect —  the speaker's words 
deserve a response.

A U.S. president who fails to ne
gotiate an arm s control agreement 
with the Soviets for the first time in 
the nuclear age, for example, de
serves to be snarled at and perhaps 
even booed, not for who he is, but 
because of w hat he has said.

A former secretary of state and 
maker of war plans deserves to be 
interrupted from time to time, and 
those who remind us of the hypocri
sy of his rhetoric deserve to be 
praised, not arrested.

Lecturers, as John Kenneth Gal
braith pointed out, are inherently 
authoritarian. In a republic, heck

Sledd never satisfied
As usual, Professor James Sledd's 

letter (Firing Line, Sept. 25) seeks to 
exploit a morale problem in the Eng
lish department in order to con
demn his perennial targets, "the ad
ministration and the bureaucracy of 
the English departm ent" and his 
notion of the University as a "great 
corporation."

Maliciously referring to our Eng
lish lecturers as "p eo n " people, he 
hopes to exacerbate the tensions 
within our department and widen 
the conflict by denouncing our 
dean. This is the same faculty mem
ber who scoffed at our new plan for 
requiring three English courses 
(which necessitated the employ
ment of temporary lecturers) and 
who has refused to work constuc- 
tively with the departmental com
mittees dedicated to our mission of 
providing instruction in compositon 
for every UT student.

He is also the man who termed 
himself a "fool" for becoming an

English teacher, which he said "is 
not an occupation today for intelli
gent people" and is "part of a thor
oughly corrupt system " (Texan, 
Feb. 27). Most of the permanent fac
ulty —  who regularly and commit- 
tedly teach writing courses, in spite 
of Sledd's insinuations —  are weary 
of his self-righteous carping about 
our efforts. We would advise the UT 
community to interpret his diatribes 
the same way that we in the English 
department have sadly learned to 
do: by realizing that absolutely 
nothing that is feasible will ever re
motely satisfy Sledd where writing 
courses are concerned.

Alan Gribben 
Associate professor, English

Aid with composition
What is UT doing about the com 

plaint from employers that gradu
ates can't write?

In addition to English composi
tion classes, UT offers a wide varie
ty of learning resources ranging 
from workshops and labs to courses 
on business communication and 
technical writing. Unfortunately, 
the situation can too easily be re
duced to the old proverb: "  You can 
lead a horse to water but you can 
not make it drink." The motivating 
force must come from within the in
dividual. UT can provide assistance 
and opportunities to students, but 
this aid will not remedy the problem 
unless the students take responsi
bility for their semi-educated per
formance.

This semester a substantial writ
ing requirement has been intro
duced into many upper division 
courses. Will students avail them
selves of this opportunity, or will 
they give minimal attention to their 
compositions?

Keep in mind that, when you are 
at the office and you can't write the 
report properly, the boss is going to 
pass the buck to someone who can.

Kathryn C. Kelly 
Business




