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New focus for writing course
draws support from students
Delayed E306 revisions prompt some to call for options

Provisional students protest stricter admission requirements
Joseph Gyure
Daily Texan Staff

A bout 25 percent of the provi
sional stu d en ts adm itted to the U ni
versity this sum m er are airead) in
eligible to enroll in the fall, a UT 
a d m issio n s d ep artm en t d irector 
said W ednesday .

Of an  approxim ate 350 p rovision 
al stu d en ts enrolled durin g the first 
su m m e r’ se ssio n , "89  received a 
grade of D or below  last session , 
said A ugustin e  G arza, deputy  direc
tor of adm ission s.

U nder the rules govern in g the 
program , a provisional studen t 
m ust take 12 hours in the su m m er, 
earn no grad e  low er than C and 
com plete the sum m er with a G PA  of 
at least 2.25 to be eligible to enroll in 
the fall.

Before su m m er 1989, the criteria 
for fall acceptance of provisional 
stu den ts w ere raised in an  effort to 
reduce enrollm ent. The num ber of 
studen ts en tering the program  h as 
decreased  bv m ore than 500 since 
1988.

Last sum m er, the first year under 
the new  ru les, on ly  45 percent of

the 750 provisional stu d en ts w ere 
able to m eet the criteria.

M any current provisional s tu 
den ts d isagree  with the new rules.

K enneth  Merkel is one o f the 89 
w ho will not be perm itted to reg is
ter in the fall. A lthough he earn ed  
an  A in M ath 301, his D in Biology 
301L autom atically bars him  from  
fall enrollm ent.

"I  think they should  ch an ge it so  
if you m ake the grade point average  
they w ant, you should get in ,"  
M erkel sa id .

Su e  Kim  m ade an A in English  
306 an d  a C  in Zoology 317. She

m ust m ake at least a grade o f C in 
her rem ain ing two courses to be 
able to enroll this fall.

Kim agrees with M erkel's su g g e s
tion and believes the rules regard
ing w hat cou rses the provisional 
stu d en ts m ust take should be 
changed.

U nder the current rules, provi
sional stu d en ts m ust take an a p 
proved course in each of the fields 
of English, m ath, social sciences 
an d  science. ,

"W hat if vou  m ake a D in zoology 
and an A in everything e lse  and

zoology w ouldn 't even count in 
your m ajor?" she said .

Both also  believe that provisional 
stu d en ts sh ou ld  be allow ed to d rop  
their courses.

"O n ce  vou register an d  sign  up, 
you can 't change any c la s se s ,"  
M erkel said .

O ther provisional stu d en ts com 
plain that the p ro gram 's sole con 
cern is to control enrollm ent.

"I t 's  unfair for the p ro fe sso rs and  
the adm in istrators to try to w eed  us 
out, even  though w e're trying our 
b e s t ,"  said  Julie A gne, a provisional 
student.

G arza said while provision al s tu 
dents do ap p eal the rules "to  my 
know ledge, there h a \e  been no ex
cep tion s."

Kim >aid "I 'm  glad  they have 
[the program ] because  otherw ise 1 
w ouldn 't have a chance. I ju st w ish 
it w as a little m ore fair

G arza said  the U niversity m akes 
educational facilities availab le to 
provisional studen ts

"A d v ise rs are available two tim es 
a w e e k ,"  he said . "W e encourage 
them [provisional students] to u se  
the Learning Skills C enter.'

Local taverns feel no pain in wake of new drinking regulations

John Escamilla
Daily Texan Staff

Stu den ts generally support the inten
tions o f changing the sy llabus for English 
3%  to focus on is su e s  of race and  sex, but 
they expressed  concern W ednesday  
about m aking such a c la ss  m andatory

Plans to alter the them e and content of 
E30o for fall 1990 ended  M onday when 
S tan d ish  M eacham , C ollege of Liberal 
Arts dean , an n oun ced  that no change^ 
w ould occur until fall 1991 b ecause  of 
concerns that the ch an ges w ere being 
m ade too hastily.

"1 think d iscu ssin g  issu es o f race and 
sex i*- a good thing, b ecause  m any people 
don't have an opportun ity  to d iscu ss 
those things o th erw ise ," said  Alex Ho, 
com puter science junior. "T h e  aim  of 
E306 is to learn w riting skills, but 1 w on
der w hat the effect w ould  be if you can 
learn som eth ing about racism  and sexism  
at the sam e tim e."

Peggie M cClish-W erlinger, English 
senior, said  that she w as not su re  about 
the specifics of the E306 p roposa l, but she 
agreed  that incorporating these issu es 
into the course sy llabus w ould help fulfill 
the role of the U niversity.

"1 think that raising studen t con sciou s
ness is the goal ot the U n iversity ," ^he 
sa id ."T h e  fact that stu d en ts in that c lass 
are torced to write about those issu es will 
be ad v an tageo u s and good . You really 
have to think about the issu e s w hen you 
write about th em ."

Som e stu d en ts feel that the m ain issue  
is w hether stu d en ts have anv choice in 
the cou rses thev take. A dh erents of this

“The role of women and mi
norities has traditionally been 
left out of texts on a high 
school level. These issues 
should be discussed, but the 
proper place is in history and 
social science courses/’

—  R .V .  Rice,  graduate student 
in Latin American studies

view say  the U niversity should  offer 
c lasses that deal with issu e s  of race and 
sex but it should  not force stu d en ts to 
take them .

"It 's  not within the U n iversity 's func
tions to influence the v a lu es or opin ions 
of s tu d e n ts ,"  ^aid M ike \ e e ly ,  electrical 
engineering junior. "I t  sh ou ld  be up to 
the studen t w hether or not he w an ts to 
take that course.

Tonv C astillo , p sych ology  freshm an, 
said  that although  he feels the idea of a 
socially conscious E306 is go o d , it w ould 
be w rong to m ake it m andatory.

"T h ere  should be an option betw een 
the traditional course and  the proposed  
o n e ,"  Castillo  said . If a racist p erson  is 
forced to take the c lass, he will be con
frontational. \  ou can't tell som eon e, 'You 
will be more diverse. It's just not realis
tic."

M anv stu d en ts q u estion ed  w hether a
class in tended to teach rhetoric and  com 
position w as the right place to d iscu ss  the

issu es ot difference.
1 don't think E306 is the right place tor 

these is su e s ,"  said  A ndy  Peeples, a corre
spondence stu den t. "I  think the ad m in is
tration dum ped  a hot potato in the Eng- 
lish departm en t's lap It sm acks ot 
tokenism  to m e ."

Peeples su ggested  in stead  estab lish in g 
" a  yearlong m andatory  course, w here the 
first sem ester w ould deal with m inority 
issu es in the U S ., and the second ‘r e m o 
ter w ould focus on the 1 hird W orld ."

R.V. Rice, a grad u ate  student in Latin 
Am erican stu d ies, said  that incorporating 
these issu es in E306 is a good  idea, but 
that they really should  be d iscu ssed  in 
other classes.

"I'm  not sure about m aking it the su b 
ject of an English c lass which is in tended 
to teach the proper use of the English  lan 
g u a g e ,” Rice said . "T h e  role of w om en 
and m inorities h as traditionally been left 
out of texts on a high school level. These 
issu e s should be d iscu ssed , but the p ro p 
er place is in h istory and social science 
co u rse s ."

Elizabeth M iller, p sychology  senior, 
pointed out that peop le  should  not forget 
the pu rpose  o f E306, which she say s is 
crucial to the survival of the stu d en ts 
who do take it.

"T h e  class is m eant to help peop le 
learn how to w rite on a college level, 
Miller said . "Y o u  can do it with tradition
al literature or w ith these issu es, as long 
a s  you teach them . I hate all the political 
argum ents. People should have the 
choice to take w hat thev want.

Melissa Petrek
Daily Texan Staff

C am pus-area and dow ntow n bars in 
A ustin — a city with m ore drink ing e stab 
lishm ents per capita than any city in the 
United S tates — are m aking preparation s to 
help sober up their patron s a s  result of a 
Texas Alcoholic Beverage C om m ission  rul
ing putting restrictions on drink specials.

A s of A ug. 6, studen t favorites such as 
D oubleD aves Pizza, M aggie M ae's and 
Hole in the Wall A rcade an d  R estaurant 
m ay have to curb present policy to adhere 
to the ruling, which stipu lates that bars 
cannot offer , tw o-for-one or all-you-can- 
drink specials, have h appy  hours after 11 
p.m . or serve individual p itchers of beer to

a sin gle  person .
The regulations a lso  state that bars and  

restaurants cannot hold  lad ies' nights, a d 
vertise drink sp ec ia ls on sign s visible from  
the street, hold drinking con tests or offer 
liquor as contest prizes.

"T h e  b iggest thing w e're up  aga in st is 
the concept the general public h as of a h ap 
py hour, said  Bettie X avior, executive d i
rector for the Bar O w n er's A ssociation  of 
Texas. "W e d o n 't feel this [the ruling] h as 
hurt an y b o d y ."

M any bars an d  restauran ts say  they w el
com e the new regu lation s and will m ake 
onlv m inim al ch an ges.

"W e've  adh ered  to the rules they h a v e ,"  
said  Hole in the Wall m an ager K evin  Boll
ing. Bolling said  the estab lishm en t, at 2538 
G u ad a lu p e  St. o ffers reduced beer an d *

m ixed drink specials from 4 to 7 p .m . daily, 
but added  that it will no longer serve a sin 
gle custom er a pitcher of beer.

"W e're trying to let our cu stom ers know 
n o w ," he sa id . "T h ey 're  go in g  to have to 
find som ebody  to sh are  it with.

Tony G alin do, m anager for M aggie 
M ae's, at 512 Trinity St., said  although  the 
bar will no lon ger serve all-night reduced- 
price drinks, or "b an d  break specia ls after 
11 p .m ., he see s the new regu lations as 
beneficial to his estab lishm en t.

M aggie M ae's is "n o t like these drink-or- 
drow n p laces,' he said , ad d in g  that the 
new law s "c a n  only help to keep patrons 
from becom ing overlv intoxicated.

D avid Ball, TABC assistan t district su p er
visor, em ph asized  that happy h ou rs are 
still legal. H ow ever, Ball ad d ed  that two

Main level • The Texas Union • Monday - Friday • 7:30am - 3:00pm

S ketch  stretch  Lynn E Purdon Dady Texan Staff

Mark Essinger, architecture junior, stretches out in front of the Littlefield House with his V 
Communication class. The class is rendering the house anew by drawing the house wit 5
and then filling in detail. The house was the residence of George Littlefield, who donate  
original 40 acres of land to establish the University.

areas — drinks associated  with m eal pack
ages and  drinks priced extrem ely low' —  re- 
m ain hazy.

A lthough the new' regulations allow' 
drinks to be offered a s  a part of a m eal 
package, a contradicting rule stating that an  
estab lishm ent m ay not offer all-vou-can- 
drink specials may affect restaurants such  
as D oubleD aves Pizza, at 415 W. 24th St.

The restaurant offers "Wild-n'-V\ oolv  
W ed n esd ay /' during w hich patron s m ay 
drink all the beer thev can with the p u r
chase oí a buffet plate. Jazz  O n The Lake, at 
2219 W estlake Drive, o ffers a sim ilar deal 
W ednesday and T h ursday .

Ball said a m eal package plan —  such  as 
one offering a few g la sse s  of w ine with d in 
ner —  is within the regulations. H ow ever, 
an estab lishm ent offering food to encour

age the custom er to drink is not.
Ball also  called Texas Show dow n 's "h a p 

py m in u tes" — a tim e from  3 to 3: IS p .m . 
during which a custom er can purchase 35- 
cent beers —  a " ju d g m en t call.

It the intent is a legal h appy hour, and  i> 
not to be free or excessive, then that's 
fin e ,"  he said.

A spokesm an  for Texa- Show dow n Sa
loon, at 2610 G u ada lu p e  St. w ho asked  not 
to be identified said  the bar will cont inue 
"h a p p v  m inutes in add ition  to its 2 to 7 
p .m . happv hour.

M anagers from  other student-frequented 
bars such as P osse  East, at 2900 Duv al St 
the Texas Tavern in the T exas L nion Build 
irig, and T oulouse 402 E. Sixth St . report
e d  their estab lish m en ts will m ake few 
changes.

Donuts •Pastries • Muffins
Hot/Cold Tea •Hot C hoco la te  •C offee  
Soft Drinks «Orange Juice «Milk

• And of course Cookies.
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If your hounds are ready for new homes and you'd like to get your car back into the garage it s time to call Texan C Tssifieds 
You can present those puppies to pet lovers quickly and make room for your wheels with a convenient, fast-acting classified ad


