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viewpoint
Geneva looks better now

Soviet citizens pay astronomical dues to the nuclear superpow er 
club. Their standard of living is compromised by the high per
centage of gross national product devoted to defense.

Scenes with overcoated, paste-faced Slavic women standing in food 
lines are commonplace in the Soviet Union. Superimpose the phalanx 
of citizens in a food line over an image of erect SS-20 missies. The 
com parision is direct. O ne is responsible for the other.

The Soviets sacrifice so much that it seems the country 's military is 
defending little more than a culturally sterile military infrastructure. 
W hen all a country can do is fight wars, it will fight wars. Russia is now  
venting that tendency into Afghanistan.

Americans, possessors of the mightiest economy in the world, may 
feel we can have both guns and butter. In fact, we do sacrifice.

Think of the U.S. industries examined as leading economic indica
tors — food, retail goods, construction and real estate.

The Council on Economic Priorities released a report last week evalu
ating the U.S. econom y's performance during the past five years of 
increased military spending.

American industries listed as suffering in the buildup were food, 
retail goods, construction and real estate — our economic indicators.

The study  also took a look at industries that could have done better 
had  the military grown at a slower rate of 3 percent, the NATO stan
dard . Billions of dollars would have been spent on health services, 
agriculture and public education.

The public education aspect addresses, by example, the vicious cycle 
initiated by throw ing money dow n narrow, but deep, economic rat 
holes found in strategic military spending. Robbing education in order 
to buy hardw are will compromise future hardw are, because it will be 
designed by uneducated ignorami.

In the upcom ing Geneva arm s negotiations, there may be an oppor
tunity to break the cycle of waste. On Saturday, it was disclosed that 
the Soviets' arm s proposal included some startling new proposals nev
er m ade before — including a bilateral 50 percent reduction in nuclear 
arms.

As negotiating gets underw ay, the issue will undoubtably become 
obscured as the bargaining chips, distrust and tensions fly. But if 
chopping nuclear stockpiles in half is retained as a goal, real progress 
will have been made. Also, both countries will stop eating away at 
their centers in favor of thickening arm ored shells. Empty shells.

—  Russell Scott

Does anyone like Peanuts?

This week marks the 35th anniversary of Peanuts. You know, the 
strip about that lovable loser, Charlie Brown, his lovable dog, 
Snoopy, the lovable bird, Woodstock, and a bunch of unbear
ably lovable kids.

But the strip 's creator, Charles M. Schulz, is puzzled by all the a tten
tion the strip is getting on its anniversary. In an interview with Associ
ated Press last week, Schulz said he doesn 't understand what all the 
fuss is about.

Well, to tell you the tru th , Charles, I don 't really understand it ei
ther. In fact, I'm genuinely baffled by it.

Think hard — w hen was the last time you laughed at a Peanuts 
strip? Do you know anyone w ho has ever laughed at a Peanuts strip? I 
mean, really laughed, with the strip rather than a t it?

Perhaps there's a hidden quality about Peanuts that makes it vaguely 
relevant. Perhaps this hidden quality even makes the strip vaguely 
am using. But if this is true, couldn 't Schulz try to make this quality a 
bit less hidden?

Ah, but perhaps Peanuts is an experiment. Someone m ust be trying 
to find out how long a comic strip can survive w ithout a sense of 
hum or. That would explain a lot of things. It w ouldn 't excuse any
thing, but it might take some of the mystery out of the strip.

But haven 't the scientists considered the moral implications of such 
an  experiment? Can cruelty to millions of readers be justified in the 
nam e of science? And w hat if the strip fell into the wrong hands?

M aybe Schulz has been in an accident — an accident so severe that 
he has been in a coma for 35 years. Certainly, the strip hasn 't show n 
any  signs of brain activity lately, nor has it generated any. But if that's  
the explanation, you have to w onder w ho 's been draw ing the strip. 
A nd why.

No, it's more likely that Schulz has just been working too hard. H e's 
been beating the strip to death for 35 years. Schulz, of course, says 35 
years ''really  isn 't that long in the comic strip business." But it is in the 
dead  horse business. After a 35 year beating, all you have is a pile of 
m ulch.

So m aybe it's time for Charles M. Schulz to take a vacation. Not 
forever, of course — just until he can regain his sense of hum or, or at 
least buy one. O n the o ther hand, maybe it's just time for him to get a 
job.

—  David Nather
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d o se , but no cigar
University of Rochester trustees plan to drop the caduceus — two 

snakes intertwined around a staff — as the symbol of the School of
Medicine and Dentistry.

Dr. John Romano, professor ementus of psychiatry, said the cadu- 
ceus * emblem of the U.S. medical profession — represents Mer
cury the mythological god of gamblers, messengers and commerce.

— Associated Press
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U.S. ignoring Afghans' plight

N ovem ber's sum m it in Ge
neva is still over a m onth 
away, bu t already prepa
rations have begun. Briefing 

books are being stuffed, tactical 
sessions are being held, and  the 
president himself is boning up  on 
d au n tin g  subjects like space 
w eapons, ballistic missile defense, 
and nuclear strategy. But there is 
an additional subject that the 
American delegation ought to be 
studying, which reveals more 
about the Soviets, and ourselves, 
than any table or chart: the contin
uing ordeal of Afghanistan.

W hat Afghanistan reveals about 
the Soviets is a brutality alm ost in
com prehensible to the W estern 
m ind. "It soon becomes clear," 
said the hum an rights organiza
tion Helsinki Watch last Decem
ber, " th a t just about every con
ceivable hum an rights violation is 
occuring in Afghanistan and on 
an enorm ous scale." Four or five 
million Afghans are refugees — a 
third to a fourth of the popula
tion. Given that there are 10 mil
lion displaced persons in the 
world, according to the United 
N ations, that m eans that almost 
one of every two refugees in the 
world is an Afghan. W hat they 
are fleeing is a country w here "the 
crimes of indiscrim inate warfare 
are com bined w ith the worst 
excesses of unbridled state-sanc
tioned violence against civilians."

W hat sort of violence? The au
thors continue: "Civilians burned 
alive, d y n am ited , b eh ead ed ; 
bound m en are forced to lie dow n 
on the road to be buried alive by 
Soviet tanks; grenades throw n 
into room s w here w om en and 
children have been told to w ait.... 
From throughout the country 
come tales of death  on every scale 
of horror, from thousands of civil
ians buried in the rubble left by 
fleets of bom bers to a young boy's 
throat being dispassionately slit 
by a Soviet soldier."

In all, over a million have died 
in A fghanistan, which, w hen 
com bined w ith the refugee statis-

firing line
Reagan has one-way morality

It is obvious that Dan Jester suffers from (to bor
row a ph rase  from G arry T rudeau) " th e  
pop 'n 'fresh  optimism of a Reagan airhead."

Q uestion, w hy was the United States brought 
before the world court by Nicaragua?

Answ er, because the CIA m ined the Nicaraguan 
harbor.

If some foreign pow er m ined the Houston Ship 
Channel, would we claim that this foreign power 
had com m itted an act of aggression? Golly, I just 
d on 't know.

Now, let's suppose that the CIA was engaged in 
a covert action to destabilize the Sandinista gov
ernm ent (I know it is a bit far-fetched). Well, why 
d idn 't those darn commies go to the world court 
before ships started going kaplooey in the harbor? 
For one thing, the Sandinistas d idn 't have Lloyds 
of London backing them. You see, it really doesn 't 
m atter that much to anybody if you go around 
blowing up stuff belonging to some piss-poor third 
world country. However, if that stuff happens to 
be insured by a corporation belonging to a multi
national, people get pissed.

Dan is right on one count. The world court is 
im potent. However, during this century morality 
has influenced the United States' foreign policy. 
Now it seems that this adm inistration, hell-bent on 
pushing morality on its own people, can't play by 
the rules it agreed to. The United States had its day 
in court and lost.

Yes, Nicaragua did rub the United States' nose 
in its ow n mess. Serves us right.

Sonny Parañna 
History

Hazers deserve our support
The Royal O rder of Pythons is offended by the 

recent spate of letters and editorials condem ning 
fraternity hazing. To combat this alarming anti
hazing trend, we have formed an organized vio
lence support group UPCHUCK (Us Pythons Con
done the Hazing of Undesirable College Kids).

W hat is so bad about hazing? People have done 
worse things for entertainm ent and a night of real
ly sadistic hazing is a lot cheaper than a movie. 
W atching people twist in pain at the hands of their 
friends is truly an inspiring sight. In other coun
tries, they call it torture. In America, we call it
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tics, m eans that 40 percent of the 
population is either in exile or 
dead. The report describes two of 
those deaths by detailing the fate 
of two brothers, aged 90 and 95, 
both blind, w ho rem ained in their 
village after everyone else had 
fled from the Soviets. The Rus
sians tied dynam ite to their backs 
and blew them  up.

In an extraordinary article in the 
latest National Review, noted 
French author Jean-Francois Revel 
quotes the Helinski Watch report, 
and others, but he does so with 
an air of futility. These stories 
have been told before: they are 
not new. Why, then, are there no 
dem onstrations in front of the So
viet embassy? No angry sessions 
at the U.N. Security Council? No 
war crimes tribunal has convened 
at the world court: it is too busy 
convicting the United States for 
helping Nicaraguan citizens li
berate their country from a Soviet 
and Cuban-backed cabal. Chile, 
South Africa, the Philipines — the 
focus is anyw here but Afghani
stan.

It is true, says Revel, that the 
Afghan w ar is hard to cover: it is 
difficult to get TV cameras and 
jo u rn a lis ts  in to  A fghan istan . 
While "the practical difficulties 
can keep the story from the televi
sion screens,"  argues Revel, 
"there are nonetheless enough 
stories in the W estern press — if 
they were taken seriously." If we 
discard that information, we do so 
out of w hat M ontaigne called 
"voluntary ignorance," because 
accepting the facts would require 
us to question our soothing in
terpretations of Soviet behavior.

Those soothing interpretations 
are w hat N ovem ber's sum m it in 
Geneva is all about. The Reagan

adm inistration 's deepest desire is 
for the Soviet governm ent — a 
signee to the U.N. Charter, the 
Geneva conventions, and the In
ternational Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights — to sign more 
arm s agreem ents like the ones it is 
currently violating. The Soviet 
Union is interested only in en 
hancing its military advantages 
and the concomitant political 
gains, and uses arms control for 
that purpose. Yet we act on the 
premise that the Soviets desire 
agreem ents codifying a "live and 
let live" relationship. But as 
George Will argues, any regime 
that acts as the Soviets have in Af
ghanistan is not in the 'live and let 
live" business.

Afghanistan tells us just what 
sort of men we are dealing with, 
and they are not kindlv old men 
who desire peace. But do we care? 
"This deliberate neglect of the 
facts is a w onderful prophylactic 
against the tem ptation to act," 
writes Revel. "In this sense Af
ghanistan is a reflection of our 
cowardice."

The West has, for all practical 
purposes, abandoned Afghani
stan. True, we do, in a typically 
American response, throw money 
in the direction of the Afghan reb
els — $100 million last year. But 
most of that is siphoned off by the 
Pakistanis, and what the Afghans 
have received, says a resistance 
spokesm an, "has been so patheti
cally inadequate, it is a condem 
nation to slow death ."

Hence the presidental procla
mations and angry editorials that 
pour out like clockwork each an
niversary of the invasion of Af
ghanistan have a metallic quality 
to them, a quality that issues from 
the ambiguity in our unpossessed 
souls. Words, and weak words at 
that, are all we offer Afghanistan: 
and so, conscience appeased, we 
are off to Geneva.

Johnstone is an economics sen
ior.

good, clean fun.
This is not to say that the value of hazing lies 

solely in the field of entertainm ent. We can think 
of no better way for fraternity members to develop 
the true bond of brotherhood than through the  use  
of electric cattle prods.

Hazing also prepares one for the real world. 
How m any times has the boss taken the new em 
ployee into the office, tied them down and beat 
them with a two by four? It happens more often 
than we think.

What is all boils down to is this: If you're stupid 
enough to join an organization that practices haz
ing, than you deserve to die in one.

John F. Ybarbo 
Journalism

President, Royal Order o f Pvthons

'Village' offers hope to poor
All those who step out to the Union Ballroom 

this Tuesday evening will not only enjoy a classic 
rock and roll dance jamboree but will be helping 
our cam pus take a small yet very practical step 
toward ending world hunger. The Village of Hope 
Committee is kicking off its fund-raising drive with 
a benefit dance featuring top-notch Austin bands 
The Urge, Javelin Boot, the Parsecs, and The Lar- 
rys. There will even be comedy acts between the 
sets — and all for only $3.

The problem of world hunger is rooted in the 
cycle of poverty so common in the Third World. 
Deprived children have only the slimmest chance 
to grow up to be self-reliant, contributing members 
of their societies. By "adopting" an impoverished 
village, the UT community can change the odds for 
the children who live there. Because of cultural ties 
and anticipated interest, we have chosen to spon
sor a village in Mexico.

While it is true that this project will affect only 
one village in one country, there is no reason why 
the idea, if successful here, cannot spread to other 
cam puses all over the United States. The advan
tage of this focused approach is that we will see 
exactly w here our money is going and how it is 
being used. It can become an act of friendship in 
which we can all take pride but also a cultural ex
change from which we, too, will surely learn and 
benefit.

Tad Anderson 
Village of Hope Committee

English
proposal
overlooks
students
JOE RUBIO
TEXAN  COLUMNIST

I t never fails that a group’ 
somewhere is intent on mak
ing attending college more 
frustrating than necessary. Last, 

spring the Texas Legislature op t
ed to raise tuition rather than cre
ate alternate state funding sourc
es.

Now a group of Ph.Ds in the 
Departm ent of English is intent 
on requiring a course it w on't 
teach. You be the judge of which • 
group is better at policy-making,, 
rednecks playing politics or ou r 
professors in Parlin Hall.

Last year the Departm ent of 
English had in place a good nine- 
hour, required sequence, but it 
has rapidly dism antled the writ
ing com ponents of the program. 
Starting last spring, E 346K for 
writing in different disciplines 
was delegated to elective status, 
while removing technical and 
business sections. Sections for 
Arts and H um anities and Social 
Sciences were deem ed acceptable 
for continued instruction.

Now the English faculty has 
overwhelmingly approved the 
elimination of the E 306 freshman 
rhetoric and composition course 
from the regular term, although 
still requiring the course. Since 40 
percent of freshmen pass out of- 
the course, the thinking of most of 
the departm ent goes, it's easier to 
farm the course out to extension 
campuses. Easier for the depart
ment. About 4,(XX) students take 
the course annually.

O ther excuses are that improv
ing statewide educational stand
ards will render the course unnec
essary anyw ay, the funds for 
paving hired lecturers who teach 
the course are tougher to find and 
other universities don 't do much 
to teach writing (so whv should 
we?). There are several others de
pending upon w ho you speak to.

Not surprisingly, the third Eng
lish requirement of a vear ago, E 
316K, a literature course, has re
mained unscathed , providing 
some insight into the depart
ment s motivations. Most English 
instructors would rather teach 
their first love, literature, prefera
ble upper division.

The departm ent is sending a 
clear message to students. If 
vou're not liberal arts, you're not 
worth our time. If you don 't have 
the skills to receive credit for E 
306, go elsewhere. If vou can't 
write, it's not our problem.

While attem pting to reduce its 
responsiblitv to the university 
community, the departm ent has 
lost perspective of the Universi
ty's function. The recent war on 
m ediocrity, tighter adm ission 
standards and splurging for No
bel laureates has given some the 
impression that the University is 
the up and coming Harvard of the 
South.

Despite these recent flirtations 
with excellence, the fact remains 
that the University serves a much 
broader function than swelling 
the academic ranks. The Universi1 
ty is and always will be a state 
university with a wide responsi
bility to the state. Most students 
are studying in career-oriented 
majors. To neglect the language 
skills of those soon to enter tht? 
state's work force is a disservice to 
the state and taxpayers paying 
faculty salaries.

New educational standards 
may improve writing skills of in
coming students, but not tomor
row. More im portant, writing 
skills are just that, skills, not a 
yardstick of intelligence. To dele
gate such a course to extension 
cam puses compromises the Uni
versity's control and ultimately 
quality of the course, something 
that may well come back to haunt 
instructors of upper-division liter
ature.

And don 't forget the plight of 
entering students who will be 
greatly inconvenienced in terms 
of cost and time, an issue that has 
thus far been pushed to the rear 
of the controversy. Granted, the 
English proposal leaves provi
sions for other writing courses, 
but it still ignores the students 
w ho have to fulfill the 306 require
ment.

The proposal now has several 
levels of bureaucracy to transcend 
before being etched in stone. 
Hopefully, adm inistrators and the 
Board of Regents will properly 
recognize the role of the Universi
ty-

Educational excellence is a com
mendable goal, but the University 
has the capability for teaching 
brilliance and insuring compe
tence. As one of the wealthiest 
schools in the country, the Uni
versity can afford to do both.

Rubio is an not an English ma- *

for.
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viewpoint
Geneva looks better now

Soviet citizens pay astronomical dues to the nuclear superpow er 
club. Their standard of living is compromised by the high per
centage of gross national product devoted to defense.

Scenes with overcoated, paste-faced Slavic women standing in food 
lines are commonplace in the Soviet Union. Superimpose the phalanx 
of citizens in a food line over an image of erect SS-20 missies. The 
com parision is direct. O ne is responsible for the other.

The Soviets sacrifice so much that it seems the country 's military is 
defending little more than a culturally sterile military infrastructure. 
W hen all a country can do is fight wars, it will fight wars. Russia is now  
venting that tendency into Afghanistan.

Americans, possessors of the mightiest economy in the world, may 
feel we can have both guns and butter. In fact, we do sacrifice.

Think of the U.S. industries examined as leading economic indica
tors — food, retail goods, construction and real estate.

The Council on Economic Priorities released a report last week evalu
ating the U.S. econom y's performance during the past five years of 
increased military spending.

American industries listed as suffering in the buildup were food, 
retail goods, construction and real estate — our economic indicators.

The study  also took a look at industries that could have done better 
had  the military grown at a slower rate of 3 percent, the NATO stan
dard . Billions of dollars would have been spent on health services, 
agriculture and public education.

The public education aspect addresses, by example, the vicious cycle 
initiated by throw ing money dow n narrow, but deep, economic rat 
holes found in strategic military spending. Robbing education in order 
to buy hardw are will compromise future hardw are, because it will be 
designed by uneducated ignorami.

In the upcom ing Geneva arm s negotiations, there may be an oppor
tunity to break the cycle of waste. On Saturday, it was disclosed that 
the Soviets' arm s proposal included some startling new proposals nev
er m ade before — including a bilateral 50 percent reduction in nuclear 
arms.

As negotiating gets underw ay, the issue will undoubtably become 
obscured as the bargaining chips, distrust and tensions fly. But if 
chopping nuclear stockpiles in half is retained as a goal, real progress 
will have been made. Also, both countries will stop eating away at 
their centers in favor of thickening arm ored shells. Empty shells.

—  Russell Scott

Does anyone like Peanuts?

This week marks the 35th anniversary of Peanuts. You know, the 
strip about that lovable loser, Charlie Brown, his lovable dog, 
Snoopy, the lovable bird, Woodstock, and a bunch of unbear
ably lovable kids.

But the strip 's creator, Charles M. Schulz, is puzzled by all the a tten
tion the strip is getting on its anniversary. In an interview with Associ
ated Press last week, Schulz said he doesn 't understand what all the 
fuss is about.

Well, to tell you the tru th , Charles, I don 't really understand it ei
ther. In fact, I'm genuinely baffled by it.

Think hard — w hen was the last time you laughed at a Peanuts 
strip? Do you know anyone w ho has ever laughed at a Peanuts strip? I 
mean, really laughed, with the strip rather than a t it?

Perhaps there's a hidden quality about Peanuts that makes it vaguely 
relevant. Perhaps this hidden quality even makes the strip vaguely 
am using. But if this is true, couldn 't Schulz try to make this quality a 
bit less hidden?

Ah, but perhaps Peanuts is an experiment. Someone m ust be trying 
to find out how long a comic strip can survive w ithout a sense of 
hum or. That would explain a lot of things. It w ouldn 't excuse any
thing, but it might take some of the mystery out of the strip.

But haven 't the scientists considered the moral implications of such 
an  experiment? Can cruelty to millions of readers be justified in the 
nam e of science? And w hat if the strip fell into the wrong hands?

M aybe Schulz has been in an accident — an accident so severe that 
he has been in a coma for 35 years. Certainly, the strip hasn 't show n 
any  signs of brain activity lately, nor has it generated any. But if that's  
the explanation, you have to w onder w ho 's been draw ing the strip. 
A nd why.

No, it's more likely that Schulz has just been working too hard. H e's 
been beating the strip to death for 35 years. Schulz, of course, says 35 
years ''really  isn 't that long in the comic strip business." But it is in the 
dead  horse business. After a 35 year beating, all you have is a pile of 
m ulch.

So m aybe it's time for Charles M. Schulz to take a vacation. Not 
forever, of course — just until he can regain his sense of hum or, or at 
least buy one. O n the o ther hand, maybe it's just time for him to get a 
job.

—  David Nather
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snakes intertwined around a staff — as the symbol of the School of
Medicine and Dentistry.

Dr. John Romano, professor ementus of psychiatry, said the cadu- 
ceus * emblem of the U.S. medical profession — represents Mer
cury the mythological god of gamblers, messengers and commerce.

— Associated Press
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U.S. ignoring Afghans' plight

N ovem ber's sum m it in Ge
neva is still over a m onth 
away, bu t already prepa
rations have begun. Briefing 

books are being stuffed, tactical 
sessions are being held, and  the 
president himself is boning up  on 
d au n tin g  subjects like space 
w eapons, ballistic missile defense, 
and nuclear strategy. But there is 
an additional subject that the 
American delegation ought to be 
studying, which reveals more 
about the Soviets, and ourselves, 
than any table or chart: the contin
uing ordeal of Afghanistan.

W hat Afghanistan reveals about 
the Soviets is a brutality alm ost in
com prehensible to the W estern 
m ind. "It soon becomes clear," 
said the hum an rights organiza
tion Helsinki Watch last Decem
ber, " th a t just about every con
ceivable hum an rights violation is 
occuring in Afghanistan and on 
an enorm ous scale." Four or five 
million Afghans are refugees — a 
third to a fourth of the popula
tion. Given that there are 10 mil
lion displaced persons in the 
world, according to the United 
N ations, that m eans that almost 
one of every two refugees in the 
world is an Afghan. W hat they 
are fleeing is a country w here "the 
crimes of indiscrim inate warfare 
are com bined w ith the worst 
excesses of unbridled state-sanc
tioned violence against civilians."

W hat sort of violence? The au
thors continue: "Civilians burned 
alive, d y n am ited , b eh ead ed ; 
bound m en are forced to lie dow n 
on the road to be buried alive by 
Soviet tanks; grenades throw n 
into room s w here w om en and 
children have been told to w ait.... 
From throughout the country 
come tales of death  on every scale 
of horror, from thousands of civil
ians buried in the rubble left by 
fleets of bom bers to a young boy's 
throat being dispassionately slit 
by a Soviet soldier."

In all, over a million have died 
in A fghanistan, which, w hen 
com bined w ith the refugee statis-

firing line
Reagan has one-way morality

It is obvious that Dan Jester suffers from (to bor
row a ph rase  from G arry T rudeau) " th e  
pop 'n 'fresh  optimism of a Reagan airhead."

Q uestion, w hy was the United States brought 
before the world court by Nicaragua?

Answ er, because the CIA m ined the Nicaraguan 
harbor.

If some foreign pow er m ined the Houston Ship 
Channel, would we claim that this foreign power 
had com m itted an act of aggression? Golly, I just 
d on 't know.

Now, let's suppose that the CIA was engaged in 
a covert action to destabilize the Sandinista gov
ernm ent (I know it is a bit far-fetched). Well, why 
d idn 't those darn commies go to the world court 
before ships started going kaplooey in the harbor? 
For one thing, the Sandinistas d idn 't have Lloyds 
of London backing them. You see, it really doesn 't 
m atter that much to anybody if you go around 
blowing up stuff belonging to some piss-poor third 
world country. However, if that stuff happens to 
be insured by a corporation belonging to a multi
national, people get pissed.

Dan is right on one count. The world court is 
im potent. However, during this century morality 
has influenced the United States' foreign policy. 
Now it seems that this adm inistration, hell-bent on 
pushing morality on its own people, can't play by 
the rules it agreed to. The United States had its day 
in court and lost.

Yes, Nicaragua did rub the United States' nose 
in its ow n mess. Serves us right.

Sonny Parañna 
History

Hazers deserve our support
The Royal O rder of Pythons is offended by the 

recent spate of letters and editorials condem ning 
fraternity hazing. To combat this alarming anti
hazing trend, we have formed an organized vio
lence support group UPCHUCK (Us Pythons Con
done the Hazing of Undesirable College Kids).

W hat is so bad about hazing? People have done 
worse things for entertainm ent and a night of real
ly sadistic hazing is a lot cheaper than a movie. 
W atching people twist in pain at the hands of their 
friends is truly an inspiring sight. In other coun
tries, they call it torture. In America, we call it

BRENT
JOHNSTONE
TEXAN
COLUMNIST

tics, m eans that 40 percent of the 
population is either in exile or 
dead. The report describes two of 
those deaths by detailing the fate 
of two brothers, aged 90 and 95, 
both blind, w ho rem ained in their 
village after everyone else had 
fled from the Soviets. The Rus
sians tied dynam ite to their backs 
and blew them  up.

In an extraordinary article in the 
latest National Review, noted 
French author Jean-Francois Revel 
quotes the Helinski Watch report, 
and others, but he does so with 
an air of futility. These stories 
have been told before: they are 
not new. Why, then, are there no 
dem onstrations in front of the So
viet embassy? No angry sessions 
at the U.N. Security Council? No 
war crimes tribunal has convened 
at the world court: it is too busy 
convicting the United States for 
helping Nicaraguan citizens li
berate their country from a Soviet 
and Cuban-backed cabal. Chile, 
South Africa, the Philipines — the 
focus is anyw here but Afghani
stan.

It is true, says Revel, that the 
Afghan w ar is hard to cover: it is 
difficult to get TV cameras and 
jo u rn a lis ts  in to  A fghan istan . 
While "the practical difficulties 
can keep the story from the televi
sion screens,"  argues Revel, 
"there are nonetheless enough 
stories in the W estern press — if 
they were taken seriously." If we 
discard that information, we do so 
out of w hat M ontaigne called 
"voluntary ignorance," because 
accepting the facts would require 
us to question our soothing in
terpretations of Soviet behavior.

Those soothing interpretations 
are w hat N ovem ber's sum m it in 
Geneva is all about. The Reagan

adm inistration 's deepest desire is 
for the Soviet governm ent — a 
signee to the U.N. Charter, the 
Geneva conventions, and the In
ternational Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights — to sign more 
arm s agreem ents like the ones it is 
currently violating. The Soviet 
Union is interested only in en 
hancing its military advantages 
and the concomitant political 
gains, and uses arms control for 
that purpose. Yet we act on the 
premise that the Soviets desire 
agreem ents codifying a "live and 
let live" relationship. But as 
George Will argues, any regime 
that acts as the Soviets have in Af
ghanistan is not in the 'live and let 
live" business.

Afghanistan tells us just what 
sort of men we are dealing with, 
and they are not kindlv old men 
who desire peace. But do we care? 
"This deliberate neglect of the 
facts is a w onderful prophylactic 
against the tem ptation to act," 
writes Revel. "In this sense Af
ghanistan is a reflection of our 
cowardice."

The West has, for all practical 
purposes, abandoned Afghani
stan. True, we do, in a typically 
American response, throw money 
in the direction of the Afghan reb
els — $100 million last year. But 
most of that is siphoned off by the 
Pakistanis, and what the Afghans 
have received, says a resistance 
spokesm an, "has been so patheti
cally inadequate, it is a condem 
nation to slow death ."

Hence the presidental procla
mations and angry editorials that 
pour out like clockwork each an
niversary of the invasion of Af
ghanistan have a metallic quality 
to them, a quality that issues from 
the ambiguity in our unpossessed 
souls. Words, and weak words at 
that, are all we offer Afghanistan: 
and so, conscience appeased, we 
are off to Geneva.

Johnstone is an economics sen
ior.

good, clean fun.
This is not to say that the value of hazing lies 

solely in the field of entertainm ent. We can think 
of no better way for fraternity members to develop 
the true bond of brotherhood than through the  use  
of electric cattle prods.

Hazing also prepares one for the real world. 
How m any times has the boss taken the new em 
ployee into the office, tied them down and beat 
them with a two by four? It happens more often 
than we think.

What is all boils down to is this: If you're stupid 
enough to join an organization that practices haz
ing, than you deserve to die in one.

John F. Ybarbo 
Journalism

President, Royal Order o f Pvthons

'Village' offers hope to poor
All those who step out to the Union Ballroom 

this Tuesday evening will not only enjoy a classic 
rock and roll dance jamboree but will be helping 
our cam pus take a small yet very practical step 
toward ending world hunger. The Village of Hope 
Committee is kicking off its fund-raising drive with 
a benefit dance featuring top-notch Austin bands 
The Urge, Javelin Boot, the Parsecs, and The Lar- 
rys. There will even be comedy acts between the 
sets — and all for only $3.

The problem of world hunger is rooted in the 
cycle of poverty so common in the Third World. 
Deprived children have only the slimmest chance 
to grow up to be self-reliant, contributing members 
of their societies. By "adopting" an impoverished 
village, the UT community can change the odds for 
the children who live there. Because of cultural ties 
and anticipated interest, we have chosen to spon
sor a village in Mexico.

While it is true that this project will affect only 
one village in one country, there is no reason why 
the idea, if successful here, cannot spread to other 
cam puses all over the United States. The advan
tage of this focused approach is that we will see 
exactly w here our money is going and how it is 
being used. It can become an act of friendship in 
which we can all take pride but also a cultural ex
change from which we, too, will surely learn and 
benefit.

Tad Anderson 
Village of Hope Committee

English
proposal
overlooks
students
JOE RUBIO
TEXAN  COLUMNIST

I t never fails that a group’ 
somewhere is intent on mak
ing attending college more 
frustrating than necessary. Last, 

spring the Texas Legislature op t
ed to raise tuition rather than cre
ate alternate state funding sourc
es.

Now a group of Ph.Ds in the 
Departm ent of English is intent 
on requiring a course it w on't 
teach. You be the judge of which • 
group is better at policy-making,, 
rednecks playing politics or ou r 
professors in Parlin Hall.

Last year the Departm ent of 
English had in place a good nine- 
hour, required sequence, but it 
has rapidly dism antled the writ
ing com ponents of the program. 
Starting last spring, E 346K for 
writing in different disciplines 
was delegated to elective status, 
while removing technical and 
business sections. Sections for 
Arts and H um anities and Social 
Sciences were deem ed acceptable 
for continued instruction.

Now the English faculty has 
overwhelmingly approved the 
elimination of the E 306 freshman 
rhetoric and composition course 
from the regular term, although 
still requiring the course. Since 40 
percent of freshmen pass out of- 
the course, the thinking of most of 
the departm ent goes, it's easier to 
farm the course out to extension 
campuses. Easier for the depart
ment. About 4,(XX) students take 
the course annually.

O ther excuses are that improv
ing statewide educational stand
ards will render the course unnec
essary anyw ay, the funds for 
paving hired lecturers who teach 
the course are tougher to find and 
other universities don 't do much 
to teach writing (so whv should 
we?). There are several others de
pending upon w ho you speak to.

Not surprisingly, the third Eng
lish requirement of a vear ago, E 
316K, a literature course, has re
mained unscathed , providing 
some insight into the depart
ment s motivations. Most English 
instructors would rather teach 
their first love, literature, prefera
ble upper division.

The departm ent is sending a 
clear message to students. If 
vou're not liberal arts, you're not 
worth our time. If you don 't have 
the skills to receive credit for E 
306, go elsewhere. If vou can't 
write, it's not our problem.

While attem pting to reduce its 
responsiblitv to the university 
community, the departm ent has 
lost perspective of the Universi
ty's function. The recent war on 
m ediocrity, tighter adm ission 
standards and splurging for No
bel laureates has given some the 
impression that the University is 
the up and coming Harvard of the 
South.

Despite these recent flirtations 
with excellence, the fact remains 
that the University serves a much 
broader function than swelling 
the academic ranks. The Universi1 
ty is and always will be a state 
university with a wide responsi
bility to the state. Most students 
are studying in career-oriented 
majors. To neglect the language 
skills of those soon to enter tht? 
state's work force is a disservice to 
the state and taxpayers paying 
faculty salaries.

New educational standards 
may improve writing skills of in
coming students, but not tomor
row. More im portant, writing 
skills are just that, skills, not a 
yardstick of intelligence. To dele
gate such a course to extension 
cam puses compromises the Uni
versity's control and ultimately 
quality of the course, something 
that may well come back to haunt 
instructors of upper-division liter
ature.

And don 't forget the plight of 
entering students who will be 
greatly inconvenienced in terms 
of cost and time, an issue that has 
thus far been pushed to the rear 
of the controversy. Granted, the 
English proposal leaves provi
sions for other writing courses, 
but it still ignores the students 
w ho have to fulfill the 306 require
ment.

The proposal now has several 
levels of bureaucracy to transcend 
before being etched in stone. 
Hopefully, adm inistrators and the 
Board of Regents will properly 
recognize the role of the Universi
ty-

Educational excellence is a com
mendable goal, but the University 
has the capability for teaching 
brilliance and insuring compe
tence. As one of the wealthiest 
schools in the country, the Uni
versity can afford to do both.

Rubio is an not an English ma- *

for.


