
Page 4 Tuesday, September 18. 1990 THE I)  \ 1I Y TEX v \

EDITORIALS
Viewpoint op>n«ons expressed m The Daily Tetan  are those ol the editor and the writer of the article 
They are not necessarily those of the University administration the Be eo of Regents or the Texas 
Student Pubficahons Board of Operat >̂g Trusiees Opinions expressed n Dissenting Opinions and staff 
or guest columns .re those of the writef

f x

W etbacklash
President should sack Derwinski

I f President Bush has anv sense at all, \  eterans Affairs Secre­
tare Ed Derwinski soon will join Earl B ut/  and James Watt in 
political purgatorv.

During a campaign swing in Nebraska, Derwinski referred to 
"w etbacks as one m eans of smuggling drugs into the country. 
Even the candidate Derwinski was stum ping for denounced the 
com m ent and said it reflected an unhealthy attitude. Derwinski 
said everyone was blowing it out of proportion and that none of 
his fellow Cabinet mem bers had com plained.

Perhaps no Cabinet members took offense at the gaffe. If so, 
that silence savs a lot about the insensith itv of Bush's appoint­
ees. Anyone w ho can use or tolerate a word like "w etback" and 
not take offense does not belong in a Cabinet post, even one  
as contrived as secretan  of veterans affairs. Som eone who over­
sees the benefits and services of millions of Am ericans just can­
not indulge in petty racism and expect to stav in office. W hat's 
even more insulting is Derwinski s puerile excuse that it was just 
a "dum b slip ."

Indeed, it was a slip of the tongue, but slips can be verv reveal­
ing. In this case, thev show that a Cabinet officer has so little 
regard for M exican-Am ericans that he carelessly uses a deeply 
offensive and hateful term. In the same way, Derwinski's asinine 
habit of calling his female aides bv pet names such as "Little Miss 
Coffee M aker" is not just an endearing quirk. It's insulting and 
demeaning to wom en who have worked hard to rise to responsi­
ble positions.

No doubt the calls for Derwinski's dismissal will provoke dire 
warnings from conservatives about thought control and the dan­
gers of excessive "sen sitivity ," as if sensitivity were some social 
evil on a par with infanticide or telemarketing. Despite the philo­
logical gym nastics of the right wing, sensitivity is still an increas­
ingly necessary trait for coping with a diverse world, and it 
should be a job requirement for anvone who w ants to hold the 
public trust.

—  Kevin M cHargue
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UT conservatives grasping at straws
A s a group that unabashedly gives itself 

such high praise and an undue 
amount of credit as being such astute 

politicians, it is a good thing that the political 
right at the University impresses itself. Most 
thinking people have been  able to see that 
much of the conservative rhetoric floating 
about campus is more fallacy than fact, and 
more unfounded suspicion than empirical evi­
dence.

Case in point: In a colum n that appeared in 
last week's Texan, ( "U T  radicals, have vou 
heard1 Mus is not Jo h an n e sb u rg ,"  The Daily 
Texan , Friday), Jeffrey Burk makes a num ber of 
indefensible, but nevertheless authoritative, 
assertions. Most prom inent am ong these is the 
statement "T h e  board [of Regents] did not state 
its reasons for choosing Anna Hiss to tear 
down ... but sexism was not their rationale ."

Neglecting the issue of whether or not sex­
ism plaved a part in the regents' decision, how 
can one make the assertion that sexism "w as  
not their rationale" in the same sen ten ce  as 
"T h e  board did not state its reasons for choos­
ing Anna Hiss to tear d o w n "?  H eaven forbid 
there are psychic conservativ es walking around 
the University.

Furthermore, Burk attempts to impart some 
kind of pseudo-intellectual reasoning bv defin­
ing the word "a p arth e id "  for the readers o f  The 
Texan, w hom  he suspects do not know what it 
means. Then, "A partheid  .. .  does not accurate­
ly apply to any policy at the U niversity ,"  savs 
Burk in response to a statement made bv a stu­
dent constructing one  of the W est Mall sh a n ­
ties

Figurative: Representing by a figure or re­
semblance; expressing one thine, in term s normally 
denoting another. Now that we have got that out
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of the wav, the fact still remains that the Uni­
versitv of Texas at \ustin alone has more sub­
stantial investm ents in com panies that do bu si­
ness in South Africa than anv other \merican 
universitv — that sum approaching one billion 
dollars.

Wong these same lines a conservative ele­
ment on cam pus is d isseminating information 
to help win support for its "anti-bovcott” of the 
Steve Biko C om m ittee 's  Coca-C ola boycott. In­
cluded in this information is a letter from Arch ­
b i s h o p  D esm ond Futu, to a Coca-C ola execu­
tive, which is indeed a friend Iv letter 
concerning Coke Important to note is that the 
letter does sav that Coke "could have gone fur­
ther" in its div estm ent effort. But more import­
ant still, Desmond Tutu is on the Coca Coin payroll.

He is a trustee of the companv s Equal Op- 
portunitv Fund a triv ial am ount of m oney set 
aside by Coke to give to black South Africans .is 
a propaganda tool for knee-jerk conservative 
organizations. The  EO F, which is spread out 
over five years, am ounts  to less than eight cents 
for each black South African.

What purpose do these  anti-bovcott tactics 
serve, anyway? Unless the m em bers of the 
group handing out the information ow n stock 
in the Coca-C ola com panv, their efforts am ount 
to childish, petty, reactionary’ conservatism for 
the sake of conservatism (and hearing them ­
s el ves  talk).

A less important issue, but a glaring example 
of my point, is the conservative support for the 
South Mail statues of proud racists and C o nfed ­

erate " h e r o e s . "  In a Tiring Line letter which 
appeared on Thursday, Sept. 13 ( "L e t  statues 
compete one on one with sh a n ties " ) ,  Bruce 
Becker likens the statues to the shanties on the 
West Mall and suggests that the statues be 
mov ed into the free speech area to stop " th e  
blacks from complaining. The statues were 
''fill paid for bv the Universitv and represent its 
heroes. I hat is the point and that is what dif­
ferentiates them from the shanties. Becker's  ar­
gument is totally invalid.

S. Scott Gaille authored a tribute to Jefferson 
Davis which appeared on the sam e page (" Je f ­
ferson Davis statue com m em orates  a true 
Southern hero") ,  which is undoubtedly one of 
the most informative, but biased, portraits of 
Dav is yet. Gaille omitted som e v erv important 
tacts and observations about the "S o u th ern  
hero ."

While Gaille pointed out that Davis initially 
opposed secession, he did eventually  lead the 
Confederacy in the Civil War. It he were the 
great militarv mind that Davis-worshippers 
pretend, he would never have supported lead­
ing the agrarian econom y ot the South against 
the industrial might of the I  nion. Furthermore, 
the V ontederate slave state had far too manv 
threats from within (such as possible slave re­
bellions) to concentrate fullv on a hopeless bat­
tle.

Mavbe Davis is the true conservative  hero. 
He represents the selfish, retrogressive attitude 
that attempts to maintain the privilege of a few 
to the extent of destroying itself. Bv the wav, 
contrary to a pervasive belief, the Union won 
the war. Let that be a lesson to v ou.

Stanford is an anthropology m inor.

New E306 disregards Western culture
H e is an American who, leaving behind 

him all his ancient prejudices and 
m anners, receives new  ones from the 

new mode of life he has embraced, the new 
governm ent he obevs, and the new rank he 
holds . . .  here individuals o f  all nations are 
melted into a new race of m a n ."

This was the reply Hector St. John de Cre- 
vecoeur gave to his ow n question. Presently, 
we are w itnessing an assault against the very 
principles that have provided the foundation 
for the unique success of the American nation. 
In this very school, self-serving extremist ele­
ments are attem pting to undermine the integri­
ty of the curriculum by injecting their ow n po­
litical ideology into É306, a remedial writing 
course for incoming freshmen.

E306 is described in the College of Liberal 
Arts catalog as "a  com position course that pro­
vides basic instruction in the writing and analy­
sis of expository prose; inclues an introduction 
to logic and the principles of rhetoric ."  This is a 
course for students w h o  are particularly defi­
cient in their writing abilities.

The initial attem pt bv supporters of "multi- 
cuituraiism" to use Paula R othenberg 's  racist 
and sexist book, which has been misleadingly 
titled Racism and Sexism , has been abandoned. 
Instead, in a clear act of legerdem ain, they have 
incorporated manv of the e lem ents  of this book 
in a packet. Instead of using materials that 
teach good gramm ar, sen tence structure and ef­
fective writing in general, the new materials at­
tempt to promulgate a virulent ideology.

Proponents o f  this packet have claimed that 
there is no indoctrination involved. Thev have 
asserted that students will be free to take a vari­
ety of viewpoints and be allowed to defend 
them. It should be pointed out that "m ulticu l­
tural" e lem ents have already been incorporated 
into the course. This sum m er, we were repeat­
edly told by m any E306 students that honest 
writing would result in a lower grade. They all 
believed they w ere having an ideology pushed 
upon them, and thev could all discuss their in­
structors' political beliefs at length, mainly be­
cause tht ir teachers were quite vocal about ide­
ology. O ne student described how her 
instructor lectured for 30 minutes on how 
Ronald Reagan was at fault for the savings and 
loan crisis. Sh e  was afraid to voice a dissenting 
opinion in the class discussion that followed.

Most of the instructors also seemed to be 
exceedingly radical. T w o students; w ho consid­
ered themselves dedicated liberals, recounted 
how stunned they were to discover themselves 
regarded as conservative. W e never found a 
female student who did not consider her in­
structor's feminism to be too extrem e. There 
was a pervasive fear am o ng  all students that if 
they defended their true views, they would be 
penalized. We even know of students who 
spoke out and w ho believe thoir work was mis- 
graded as a result.

The bias of the instructors is well d ocu m en t­
ed. In a particular case, a student wrote that 
multicultural courses were not relevant to her 
life because w ithin five to 10 vears she would
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probably be married, have children and get a 
job. The only com m ent elicited from the in­
structor was "B u t  is this fulfilling?" W hat could 
possibly be more fulfilling than being a produc­
tive m em ber of society and raising a family?

Besides, the question of fulfillment is a su b ­
jective one and has nothing to do with the ex ­
pository writing m ethods and skills, or with the 
reasoned argum ents this course is purported to 
teach. This particular instructor was blatantly 
promoting a specific ideology. When grading, 
the vast maioritv of instructors paid more a tten­
tion to the students' views than in the m ech an ­
ics of writing. Spelling and grammatical errors, 
wordiness, and other such mistakes were often 
ignored. A value statement rarely passed u n ­
scathed unless it was in agreem ent with the 
teacher's  views.

The bias of the E306 sum m er course becom es 
obvious when one is unable to find Martin I u- 
ther King's  " I  Have a D ream " and "Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail"  in the most com monly used 
textbook, M ulticultural Literacy. These  are truly 
instructive works in the use of the English lan­
guage. Apparently, King is too conservative for 
the E306 instructors.

The  students of this course have not been the 
only subjects of intimidation. Graduate s t u ­
dents in the Department of English, in other 
words prospective E306 teachers, have been 
warned that working with professors —  such 
as Alan Gribben —  w ho oppose "m ulticultural" 
education would be detrimental to the progress 
of their degrees. Steven Mavs reported in the 
Septem ber issue of the U niversity Review  that 
"m od erate  and traditionalist [professors] are 
frightened of having their careers h u rt ."  Grib­
ben, who has been the most vocal opponent of 
the proposed course changes, "h a s  had the 
lowest pay raises in the department [during the 
past tw'o vears]—  including a zero percent raise 
this year ... non-traditional graduate students 
have sent foul letters to his h o m e ."

Is this the sort of attitude w'e need to foster in 
incoming freshmen? It is clear that the people 
behind the politicization of E306 have no re­
spect for free speech and the unrestricted flow 
of ideas. Thev claim the traditional curriculum 
represents the hegem ony of W estern culture 
and, consequently, it contributes to the op p res­
sion of w om en and minorities. They believe the 
way to remedy this perceived problem is to 
revise the " c a n o n "  to include more works bv 
blacks, other ethnic minorities, and wom en, re­
gardless of the intrinsic value these works may 
or may not have.

W hy are these people so vehemently o p ­
posed to Western cu lture1 The reasons they 
present are patently false. As Arthur Schlesin- 
ger Jr. wrote in the Wall Street Journal, "m o s t  
great literature and good history are deeply 
subversive in their impact on orthodoxies. C on

sider the American canon ':  Em erson, W hit­
man, Melville, rhoreau, Haw thorne, Mark 
Twain, Henry Adams, William and Henry 
James Holmes, Dreiser, Faulkner. Lackevs of 
the ruling c lass1 Agents of American imperial­
ism" Certainly not!

Schlesinger continues by pointing out that
\merica inherits a European experience, To 

denv the essentialh  European origins ot Am eri­
can culture is to falsitv history. W e should take 
pride in our distinctive inheritance ... there is 
no need tor W estern civilization, the source of 
the ideas ol individual freedom and political 
democracv to which most of the world now as­
pires, to apologize to cultures based on despot­
ism, superstition, tribalism and fanaticism ...
[ I ho Western tradition docs not represent! a 
fixed, final and com placent orthodoxy, intoler­
ant of de\ iation and dissent, but ... [is] an ever- 
evolving creed fulfilling its ideals through de­
bate [and] self-criticism ... it is a tradition that 
has empowered people of all nations and races.
I ittle can have a more terrible dam aging effect 
on the psyche than for educators to tell young 
blacks and Hispanics and Asians that it is not 
tor them ."

this brings us to the point made b\ Cre- 
vecoeur. Xmerica is a country of varied peoples 
who have been assimilated into Western 
thought and civilization while making their 
own contributions to it. America i s  a nation 
with a new and distinctive identity, not a mere 
patchwork of different cultures. 1 he wishes of 
advocates of politicized courses, if implement­
ed, will lead to the fragmentation of society and 
the destruction of national cohesion.

1’hese people do not adhere  to the great ide­
a l s  of Western civilization. After causing the re­
signations of the two dissenting m em bers on 
the Lower Division English Police Committee 
and replacing them with their ow n allies, they 
voted 6-0 to institutionalize the adoption of 
multicultural e lem ents in E306. In its Sept. It' 
issue, The Texan quoted Adam 1 ate, Students' 
Association vice president, as saving, "T h e  fact 
that this vote was unanimous should m ake it 
clear that there is widespread campus support 
for the E306 ch a n g e s ."

The mendacity of his argum ent becom es ob­
v i o u s  when one considers the statement o p p o s ­
ing the proposed changes, which was pub­
l i s h e d  in the Julv 1 8  issue of The Texan. That 
statement was signed by 56 I' I tacultx m em ­
bers, including six from the I nglish Depart­
ment. Additionally, there is w idespread o p p o ­
sition within the student bodv, which Tate is 
supposed to represent, against these changes, 
a lthough the intimidating tactics of leftist ex­
t r e m i s t s  have muffled much of the dissent.

Unfortunately for the "m ulticu ltural"  su p ­
p or t e r s  the mainstream majority o n  this cam ­
pus has a w a k e n e d  and will not allow a few xelf- 
serxing ideologues to dominate t he  debate and 
cheapen education |ust so thev can increase 
their power and influence a f  the I niverxitv.

) ioutas is a graduate student in physics. Innis is 
state chairm an o f the College Republicans.

UT priorities skewed
To University ot Texas Svstem  

Chancellor 1 Ians  Mark:
The sad state of l ibran  funding 

is a serious problem both for the 
Universitv and the students^and 
scholars who work in it. Cutbacks 
in periodicals and book acquisi­
tions hurt both the quality of re­
s e a r c h  and the prestige of the Uni­
versity as a whole. At a time when 
a new student tee is paying for 
more athletic facilities, we know 
that a wav can be found to give the 
libraries the high budget priority 
thev deserve. VVe urge you to take 
action and help the libraries m ain­
tain the standard of excellence on 
which we have com e ter relv.

L hristopher Frúncese 
Classics

Editor's  Note: T h is  letter was 
signed by 19 others.

Davis was American
In accordance with the Sept. 13 

editorial on the Jefferson Davis 
statue, I must express my disdain 
ter those w ho wish to deface, and 
even tear d ow n, a statue repre­
senting heroics, loyaltv, and dedi­
cation. Jefferson Davis, rather 
than embracing the goals and b e­
liefs of the C onfederacy hix entire 
life, envisioned peace and unitv 
am ong all Am ericans. To him, 
secession was not the answer. 
Davis believed all along that the 
problems facing the Union at the 
time would be solved more exped ­
itiously through discussion and 
compromise. Furthermore, his po­
litical career did involve more than 
being "C onfed erate  P res id ent ."

1 think thix record speaks for it­
self. If one is even to discuss the 
matter, should not Davis' whole 
lite be included (as expressed by 
the columnist) and not just the as­
pects we choose to focus on tor the 
sake of .a rg u m en t1 The columnist 
has obviously done his hom e­
work. 1 he article is clear, concise, 
and intelligent. 1 wonder: In a 
world w h e r e  anv num ber ot 
events could drasticallv alter our 
l ives  in a split second, wouldn't it 
be prudent to discuss the perti­
nent current issues and "le t  it [the 
p a s t | bury its dead . . . " 1

Thomas A. Colyandro  
Public relations

Why South seceded
1 ike most backers of the "sta te 's  

rights' interpretation of secession, 
Cory Birenbaum ("D av is  merits re­
s pect .  Tiring Lane, Friday) never 
explains exactly why Southerners

A ...... .

concluded that the "n atio n  ... was 
becoming untenable” and decided 
to leave it. Sou therners  of the 
1860s were more frank.

A nyone who doubts that seces-* 
sion was rooted in slavery should 
read South Carolina's Declaration o f  
the Lauses o f Secession  (Dec. 24, 
1860). This official explanation bv 
the first state to secede com plains 
of the growth of antislaverv feel­
ing, agitation, and law in the 
North, a process culminating in 
the presidential contest of I860 
with the election ot Abraham Lin­
coln, "w h o se  opinions and pur­
poses are hostile to s lavery ."  
S o u th ern ers  d eparted  because 
they understood clearly that, after 
d om inating  A m erican  politics 
from the beginning, thev had now- 
lost the pow er to define the future 
o f  slavery in the Union. That was 
w hy thev found the nation " u n ­
tenable ."  Their words reveal thev 
had no other grievance they  found 
even remotely compelling.

A nyone who would like to go 
on pretending that the Confedera­
cy had only an incidental stake in 
slavery should read the speech 
Confederate  Vice President Alex­
and er S te p h e n s  delivered in 
March 1861. He declared straight­
forwardly that " o u r  new  govern­
m ent is founded upon*.. .  the great 
truth that the neg ro  is not equal to 
the white man; that slavers —  su ­
bordination to the superior race —  
is his normal and natural condi­
tion. This, our n e w  governm ent, is 
the first in the history of the world 
based on this great physical, philo­
sophical, and moral tru th ."

G eorge Forgie 
Associate professor ot history

Israel is educational
Mona Kiblawi's article ("Israel 

denies light to lea rn ,"  Daily Texan, 
Sep . 12) is as factually inaccurate 
as it is ill-timed. Her claim that Is­
rael is propagating an effort to 
'de-educate an entire Palestinian 

g eneratio n" does not hold up to 
scrutiny. In truth, ax ot Sept. 10, 
Israel has permitted the reopening 
of Bethlehem University in the 
West Bank, The Arab College of 
Nursing and the Abu-dis Institute 
of Technology. In addition, Israel 
has allowed 16 tvvo-vear co m m u ­
nity colleges to re-open.

Kiblawi would do well to ex­
ercise her "right to learn" about 
these issues before she raves about 
the  rights of others.

Craig A ckerm ann  
Plan 11


