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O b je c t io n
Lawsuits should not affect campaign

W hat do Robert Barnstone and Clayton Williams have in
common?

W e ll, besides a fondness for speaking before they 
think, both of them have been sued a lot. During Williams' un
su cce ss fu l gubernatorial campaign, several news organizations 
re p o rte d  on countless suits filed against the Republican in his 
many corporate incarnations.

As the Austin m ay o ra l race  h e a ts  up, Barnstone is feeling the 
same pressure. Reporters have begun digging up court records 
from several lawsuits brought against Barnstone in his capacity 
as a developer. But being sued does not necessarily indicate 
w ro n g d o in g .

Entering different business ventures makes business people 
liable for suit even when their involvement is minimal. If voters 
reject any candidate who has been sued, a vast number ot people
with valuable experience will be automatically and unnecessarily 
disqualified.

The problem is that no news story can determine the merit of a 
lawsuit. Some may raise real questions of integrity, and some 
may be nuisance actions filed as a negotiating tactic. All reporters 
g o  o n  is court docum ents, and that creates a danger of voters 
fin d in g  candidates guilty before a jury ever hears the case. By the 
time th e  verdict comes in, the cameras are off, the election is over 
and the damage is done.

Voters had many excellent reasons last November to reject 
W illiam s —  chiefly, that he was a fool. Many Austinites will find 
re a so n s  to vote against Barnstone. But no one should base a vote 
on the fact th a t som eone sued someone. In a country as litigious 
as o u rs , filing a lawsuit proves nothing. We should leave those 
questions to juries and let voters turn to more relevant concerns.

—  Kevin M cHargue

T he question is not w hether Texas will 
adopt an incom e tax, but when. The 
longer we endure the current tax sys

tem, the harder we make it to reform the state s 
education, prison and welfare system s.

Lawmakers should adopt a state income tax, 
personal and corporate, but only if they roll 
back the property tax and reduce the sales tax. 
The legislature needs the m oney to deal with 
the state's $4 .7  billion budget shortfall. Texas is 
one of only five states w ithout a corporate in
com e tax and one of only seven w ithout a per
sonal incom e tax.

The current tax system  —  which relies on a 
high sales tax, the property tax and the 
franchise tax —  is much too regressive. People 
with lower incom es pay a higher percentage of 
their income than do the w ealthy. An income 
tax would distribute the tax burden more equal
ly am ong the rich and the poor.

W ithout new taxes, state services —  includ
ing higher education —  would be slashed dra
matically. This could prove troublesom e for 
students and A ustinites alike.

Under the budget approved by the House 
Appropriations C om m ittee —  w hich assum ed 
current revenue and no new taxes —  I ravis 
County would receive $160.3 million less over 
the next two years than it needs to maintain 
current state-funded services. Austin would be 
hit hard: nursing hom e residents, battered 
women, abused children and AIDS patients 
would all lose out.

The University would lose $61.3 million from 
its budget over the next two years, a disaster in 
light of current problem s with class availability 
and financial aid. H owever, saving that $60 bil
lion would not necessarily make students hap
py. The state's university system s are its great
est investm ent, and the legislature would

Matthew Connally
EDITOR CANDIDATE

"The oil boom years of the 
early '80s are gone, and prob
ably won't be back. And 
since lawmakers shot down 
the proposal for a lottery, 
there remains little else to do 
but raise taxes."

probably want to use additional m onies allocat
ed to higher education for financing com peti
tive high-tech research.

The proposal set forth by Lt. Gov. Bob Bul
lock calls for a 5 percent tax on adjusted gross 
incom e above $25,000, so the tax would not af
fect lower-incom e Texans. The proposed corpo
rate incom e tax is eight percent, staying com 
petitive with other states.

Bullock said his plan would raise $2 billion 
this year and $6 billion in 1993. However, more 
money is only part of the solution for the states 
most pressing issues. An incom e tax should not 
be seen as a cure-all for school finance reform, 
criminal justice reform , or the deficit-ridden 
welfare services to the poor and disabled.

The state must continue to look for ways to 
cut needless expenses, com bine agencies and 
reduce inefficiencies within state governm ent. 
The perform ance audit Com ptroller John 
Sharpe is conducting on all state agencies is a 
first step.

W e need more m oney to address the state 's

problem s, but then there is the m ore aw esom e 
task of finding solutions. Education will not im
prove merely because we throw m oney to the 
system . The legislature is trying to provide 
equal access to funding for education, but is not 
addressing serious problem s in the schools, 
such as an increasing dropout rate and poor 
SAT scores.

The state should seriously consider allowing 
parents the flexibility of choosing which school 
their children will attend, regardless of where 
they live. This would make schools com pete 
against each other for students. Lawmakers 
could also give parents a voucher for education 
which could be spent at either a private or pub
lic school. By opening the teaching profession 
to market forces, the quality of learning would 
increase.

The legislature should consider other reforms 
in the prison system  as well. Private prisons are 
having a difficult time getting off the ground, 
but might prove to be a good alternative to the 
state-run prisons. Private prisons would allow 
for more innovative rehabilitation programs, 
since fewer crim inals would be sent on parole.

The oil boom  years of the early '80s are gone, 
and probably w on 't be back. And since 
lawmakers shot down the proposal for a lot
tery, there rem ains little else to do but raise
taxes.

There is no other viable solution for the 
state 's financial bind. But further increases in 
property taxes and the sales tax would be disas
trous. The sooner we adopt a state incom e tax, 
the sooner we can address the m ore serious 
problems in Texas.

Connally is a journalism senior.

RULES FOR SAMPLE EDITORIALS
These editorials were written under a three-hour time limit 

Friday. The general manager of Texas Student Publications 
selected the topic. Each candidate is solely responsible for 
the writing and editing of his editorial, including proofread
ing and writing the headline.

On Tuesday's page, we will run a second editorial from 
each candidate on a topic of his choice.

We hope these sample editorials will be helpful to stu
dents in evaluating the candidates for editor, and we en
courage all of you to vote Thursday, April 11.

Income tax inevitable, but so is wiping up mismanagement

S tate officials in Texas have been 
playing a game of chicken with eco
nomic reality for decades, and Bob 
Bullock just flinched. *'

The lieutenant governor volunteered his 
head for the political chopping block a 
month ago w hen he promulgated a pro
posal for a state incom e tax. To be sure, 
Bullock gets the gold medal in the race to 
greet reality, but the idea of diving into a 
state incom e tax before m opping up the 
way the state spends the money it already 
has is premature.

In a state w here $4.7  billion alone is 
needed just to m aintain existing opera
tions, a revenue-increasing m easure is in
evitable. But m isuse of funds is som ething 
of a hobby for public officials in this tow n, 
and what spending already exists should 
be examined before m ore gas is throw n on 
what has becom e a bonfire.

The University is a useful test case in 
deciding w hether state agencies should be 
allowed more resources —  how ever dire 
the need —  before thev clean house. On

Greg Weiner
EDITOR CANDIDATE

cam pus, funds are short, but a state in
come tax is going to help the University 
only if state officials ensure that any extra 
funds are properly spent.

Proponents of the tax likely are going to 
tell us that it m eans more m oney for high
er education. The math would work out 
fine, but for the fact that it rests on the 
assum ption that the m oney would be 
spent on education. If history is any indi
cator, it w on't.

UT officials have been trying to convince 
us for som e time that we can 't get classes 
because they lack funds to provide them. 
To the contrary, all the while they've been 
spending what m oney they've got on a 
project to socialize the Texas high-tech in
dustry by using state education funds to 
attract private industry to the Austin area 
—  at little direct benefit to the students the 
money was allocated to help. W itness a

"Those who would advocate a tax right away argue 
that, in effect, somewhere down the road the solution 
for misspending 12 million bucks is to toss another 12 
million in the barrel. Go figure."

literal $12 million cash outlay from the UT 
System  a few years back to seduce the re
search consortium Sem atech to locate 
here.

Those w ho would advocate a tax right 
away argue that, in effect, som ew here 
down the road the solution for m isspend
ing 12 million bucks is to toss another 12 
million in the barrel. Go figure.

If, though, after m isspending is sw ept 
away, the University, or other public enti
ties, legitimately need more cash, then a 
tax is justified. That inevitably is going to 
be the case.

That's true as well for other agencies. 
The D epartm ent of Health has been pid
dling away its funds through rabid

m ism anagem ent for years, as have the 
State Board of Insurance and the Agricul
ture D epartm ent. Those have to be 
cleaned up before we throw m ore m oney 
at them.

But once m ism anagem ent and poor 
spending are done away with, officials are 
going to have to face the inevitable: The 
state's projected budget deficit is still on 
the order of $5 billion, and the m ost wisely 
spent m oney around w on't m ake it go 
away.

An incom e tax, in short, is going to be 
necessary to avert a m assive deficit even 
after spending is stream lined. At that, the 
deficit projections assum e only current 
spending levels —  the state is also under

both court and moral com pulsion to re
vamp its education and prison system s. 
Extra funds flatly are going to be neces
sary.

Add to that the reality that many things 
not yet dragged into court are nevertheless 
seriously underfunded. Revenue from a 
tax ought im m ediately to be directed 
toward crucial needs like AIDS research 
and drug education.

A cleaned-up budget will pave the way 
for Bullock's proposed tax rate —  5 per
cent on adjusted family incom es past 
$25,000 and 8 percent on corporate profits 
—  to be low ered, and to be made more 
progressive. Hawk-eye oversight of how 
the state spends the revenue gained will 
ensure that a tax is worth our while.

A tax sim ply is going to be necessary if 
Texas is to be a decent place to live. But 
that doesn 't mean the state ought to rush 
into expanding revenue before it decides 
to stop tossing away w hat it's got now.

Weiner is a government senior.

E306 demise a victory for all
T he defeat of political correctness, otherwise 

known as E306, should be celebrated by all 
who believe in academ ic freedom at the Uni
versity. The pseudointellectual onslaught against 

W estern culture and the traditional roles of universi
ties, though alarm ing, has served to awaken those of 
us who support honest scholastic inquiry.

We now understand that there are those like Linda 
Brodkey, and others w ho share her m indset, who 
oppose academ ic freedom  and don't trust the stu
dents enough to let them  decide what courses to take 
or how to think. Unfortunately, there are those who 
view a university as a body of political correctness 
w hose moral obligation is to indoctrinate its stu
dents, to transform  them into "literary  terrorists" as 
one professor put it —  social w orkers, if you will, 
who can't read or write, but sure are sensitive.

The academ ic totalitarians w ho support sensitivity 
training, as well as restrictions on free speech 
deemed insensitive by the thought police, attem pt to 
posture them selves as vanguards of equality for mi
norities; this m inority, how ever, hold these mental 
midgets in contem pt.

In an attem pt to win the hearts and m inds of stu
dents, the proponents of m ulticulturalism  have aban
doned intellectual debate, instead using the M cCar
thy-like tactics of race-baiting to instill sham e and 
silence upon the academ ic freedom fighters. They 
would have you believe that the only way to support 
the advancem ent of m inorities is to subject oneself to 
the E306 experience, where you too can learn to be 
ashamed of being white, straight, or anti-affirm ative 
action. Even m inorities like m yself who don't buy 
into the Big Lie w ouldn't be sensitive enough to the 
plight of the oppressed in the eyes of the "open- 
m inded" and "en lig h ten ed " m inions of m ulticultur
alism.

Som e would label me a traitor to my race for plac
ing America and her youth above that of a narrow 
agenda, and I'm com fortable with that. I believe that 
the way to help m inorities is by dem anding that they 
meet the sam e standards as everyone else, not by 
lowering requirem ents and pam pering them with 
ethnic feel-good program s that often punish the ma
jority.

I understand the anger som e m inorities feel 
toward som eone like me who questions the assum p
tions of the m inority factions on cam pus. Even 
though my last nam e is Peña, som e would argue that 
my exposure to E306 is more im perative than that of 
a blond-haired, blue-eyed fraternity mem ber. God 
only knows w hat would happen if the P.C. found 
out about my friendship with, and admiration for, 
both Dr. Joseph Horn and Professor Alan Gribben. 
Perhaps my punishm ent would be an eternity of Rac
ist Anonym ous m eetings so that I could learn how to

Mark Peña
GUEST COLUMNIST

"With the defeat of E306, perhaps 
President Cunningham will do 
what's right and force minorities 
to earn success, rather than pro
vide them with excuses to fail. All 
too often, minorities invent rac
ism to explain their own lack of 
success."

love.
The true racists are the ones scream ing loudest 

about racism, m ulticulturalism , and all of the other 
-isms that one can ponder, for they 're the ones who 
lack faith in the ability of m inorities to com pete in the 
classroom w ithout preferential treatm ent. We who 
oppose E306 as well as affirm ative action believe that 
minorities can achieve equality and scholastic success 
without the condescending proposals of reduced 
standards. N or do m inorities need policies forcing 
students to attend courses designed to instill guilt 
upon them. That's w hat liberalism is for.

In the scurry to avoid the label of racism, the U ni
versity has becom e hostage to a lunatic fringe m ove
m ent, and has proven itself willing to abandon aca
dem ic principles in order to prove itself sensitive. 
Each student should resent these groups for cheap
ening our education and replacing it w ith their sel
fish agendas.

With the defeat of E306, perhaps President C un
ningham will do w hat's right and force m inorities to 
earn success, rather than provide them  with excuses 
to fail. All too often, m inorities invent racism to ex
plain their own lack of success. It's a chronic case of 
denial that feeds upon guilt-ridden liberals and their 
programs.

The minority factions love M artin Luther King Jr., 
but refuse to adhere to his m ost basic dream of a 
colorblind society where character, not color, deter
mines success. Yes, they love King, but apparently 
they love race-based scholarships even more. Per
haps a colorblind society would be a curse for som e 
minorities, for if equality w ere truly realized, who 
would they blam e for their failures? Them selves?

Peña is a member o f both The Young Conservatives o f  
Texas and Students Advocating Valid Education.

FIRING LINE!
'Images' filled a void

We deplore Texas Student Pub
lications' decision to cancel Images 
magazine. Images has recently 
been transform ed from a trite rag 
into a provocative forum that has 
allowed many different student 
com m unities to articulate their 
needs and their desires in print. 
This must continue.

O ur efforts to transform the 
University into a multicultural en 
vironm ent that serves the needs of 
many diverse people has found 
space in Images for the last year 
and a half. In m any cases, it has 
surpassed local alternative publi
cations in its quality of analysis 
and coverage of the U niversity's 
ties to Freeport M cM oran and the 
right-wing N ational Association of 
Scholars, the struggle to reform 
E306, and the concerns of the gay 
and lesbian com m unities. In addi
tion, it has been the source of criti
cal articles on underground m usic, 
"alternative" theories of the ori
gins of AIDS that have been cen 
sored elsew here, and other art 
forms. W hile Images has som e 
problems, by em bracing a m ulti
plicity of perspectives it has been a 
valuable alternative to the fre
quently com prom ised Texan.

TSP did not cancel Images be
cause it lacks m oney. A nyone can 
see how overpacked each issue is 
with ads. Rather, as TSP attem pt
ed to do last year by forcing ads 
into the Cactus yearbook over the 
heads of the staff, TSP is forcing 
students to pay for the m ainte
nance of authoritarian control over 
The Texan , KTSB, etc.

Instead of autonom y, these pub
lications and stations have had 
TSP and UT authority thrust upon 
them. The Texan editor fiasco is 
only one consequence of the usur
pation of student control. This 
time it was the Texan staff who 
lost, as TSP kowtowed to the ad
m inistration.

Closing Images is a political 
counterattack against students. 
W hen TSP board member D onze 
Lopez com m ented that Images

A WAITING PERIOD K R  HANPGUH5 •
The Reagan E x p e r i e n c e ,

"w en t from originally being arts 
and entertainm ent to hav ing poli
tics ("W eekly 'Im ages' supplem ent 
falls victim to budget a x ,"  The Dai
ly Texan, March 2 9 ),"  he laid bare 
the use of censorship to under
mine our attem pts to transform 
the University so that it serves the 
students, not corporations and the 
military.

The same kind of censorship 
was wrought down on the new s
paper Tejas after it published an 
expose of the racist professor Joe 
Horn —  unsuccessfully, since 
Tejas not only survives but strives 
on. And it has also been seen in
side KTSB through the likes of a 
TSP-appointed —  not staff-elected 
—  station m anager and a non-stu
dent broadcast advisor who have 
both repeatedly attem pted to cen
sor our choice of broadcast materi
als against the will of the staff and 
federal laws governing cable ac
cess.

Images does not need to be elim i
nated. TSP needs to be abolished 
and replaced with an autono
mous, student-controlled media.

Robert Ovetz 
Graduate student, sociology

Editor's note: th is
signed by 23 others.

letter was

Reverse racism amiss
Geoff Henley m akes a good

point in his article "U nequal jus
tice under law sch o o l," (The Daily 
Texan, W ednesday). It is a scary 
thing these days to speak out 
against d iscrim ination  against 
whites for fear of being labeled a 
racist.

W ell, I don't believe in racism or 
racial discrim ination, and in my 
book that should go both ways. I 
know that people argue that mi
norities should be given an edge 
w hen it com es to adm issions be
cause of the institutionalized rac
ism they face, and I can sym pa
th ize  w ith th e ir  arg u m en ts. 
H owever, I don 't believe that cre
ating an off-setting form of dis
crim ination is the answ er; two 
w rongs don't m ake a right, that 
sort of thing.

A good friend of m ine with solid 
credentials applied for a presti
gious internship, but he was told 
they could not even consider him 
because he was a w hite male. I'm 
sorry, but that's bullshit.

I understand the argum ent that 
the oppression m inorities faced in 
the past has put them  at a disad
vantage today, and I know there is 
no easy answ er to the problem . 
But the ends do not justify the 
m eans; you cannot punish today's 
generation for the sins of genera
tions past.

M ichael Deckerd  
Electrical engineering


