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VIEWPOINT

R ough  D raft
Kruppa wrong for predetermining department's position

J oe Kruppa, Chairman of the Department of 
English must be clairvoyant O n ju h   ̂ he 
sent to all faculty a memo attached to a 
draft of a possible response from me to 

Dean King about the governance issue/' He 
added, It is meant to serve as a way of focus
ing the issues and raising pertinent questions," 
Just like Linda Brodkev had wanted to "focus" 
the minds of freshman in English 306, her sym- 
pathizingchairman wanted his department to 
have only the right vision.

In a letter dated July 9, Kruppa wrote to Dean 
Robert King, "The Department of English met 
today in order to deliberate on your letter of 
June 26 to me in which you say that you are 
inclined not approve a continuation of the Ex

ecutive mode of governance/ "  Miraculously, 
Kruppa knew in advance to write: "The Depart
ment has asked me to respond as follows.

"W e are surprised and dismayed by your let
ter.' sang the entire faculty He even knew whv 
the;, would find King s letter, "based on misin
formation and a misunderstanding of how the 
English Department and its Executive Commit
tee function," so unsettling.

One finds it particularly distressing that the 
administration should not be paying this guru 
more than mere Nobel laureates. To think that 
he knew there would be a conflict before he met 
his entire department should fascinate even 
troublesome skeptics.

Nostradamus could not perform such feats. 
Rest assured the department's chair couldn't ei
ther.

Kruppa’s haphazard attempt to control dia
logue demonstrates exactly the reason why the 
department should switch its governance to a 
Budget Council. Attempting to set a partv line

before the faculty convenes show's just how 
Kruppa strong-arms oppostion. But such tactics 
should surprise few. During the E306 debate, 
Kruppa isolated E306 opponents as iust self- 
seekmg right wingers, even while conceding to 
the Houston Chronicle that elements of the 
course were "radical."

Another significant note concerning Kruppa's 
collective statement. Though the tw o-page let
ter was dated July 9,1991, and was completed 
even dow n to the salutation, in the left comer 
was printed: DRAFT. His anticipation was war
ranted, because a few faculty voiced opposition 
to Kruppa's scheme. But to think that the imagi
native chair thought enough to cover his tracks 
by WTiting this disclaimer makes one question 
the designs of the department head.

Such cunning would be great for personal 
finances. It would be like postdating checks that 
will be overdrawn. And iust to make sure that 
you don't commit yourself unnecessarily, you 
w'rite in the corner "void" or "just kidding."

The department, though, will continue to 
have bad credit, if its leaders persist in employ
ing guerrilla tactics against their colleagues. 
Kruppa's clan loves subterfuge. No where in 
Kurt Heinzelman's guest column ("Cries of fac
tionalism in the English Dept, come from sore 
losers," Tuesday ) did he mention Kruppa's let
ter. Instead he dazzled readers with his poison
ous sophistry that James Duban and Dean King 
w?ere the only ones responsible for the factions 
in the department.

Kruppa and the faculty should lay their arms 
down and surrender, before they find them
selves professionally buned in their ow n collec
tive plot.

— Geoff Henley
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Regent choice a tough call
Now that both houses of 

our state Legislature have 
voted in favor of estab

lishing a non-voting student posi
tion on the UT System Board of 
Regents, Gov. Ann Richards faces 
a tough choice. What type of stu
dent should actually be appointed 
to this position, should it survive 
the conference com m ittee?

A student regent should be rep
resentative of students in the UT 
System. Since proportional repre
sentation is ail the rage nowadays, 
the ideal student regent should be 
about 61 percent white, 4 percent 
black, 25 percent Hispanic, 5 per
cent Asian, and 5 percent foreign 
and Native American —  just like 
the L T  System .

The difficult problem of finding 
a regent that is half female and 
half male can be remedied by ei
ther appointing a transvestite re
gent or providing state funding 
for the appointed regent to have a 
sex change halfway through his 
and her term.

State Sen. Carl Parker, w ho op
poses the student regent provi
sion, insightfully recognized that 
"a  working student ...  struggling 
to stay in school" may not be "a d 
equately represented by som e 
BMW-driving, yuppie fraternity 
kid that happens to get elected to 
serve on the Board."

Although the current provision 
allows for an appointed student 
regent, not an elected one, Parker 
has a valid point: Any student 
who drives a BMW should defi
nitely not be considered by Rich
ards for the regentship.

L nless of course Richards be-
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lieves the ty pical LT System stu
dent does drive a BMW. "I  think 
it's pretty ridiculous to see kids 
driving around in BMW 's," she 
said "T h o se  kids ought to pay the 
tanff for going to college."

As Richards' and Parker's com 
ments show , those who hope to 
pass laws adverse to students' in
terests often refer to wealthy stu
dents as young goats. W hether or 
not the ideal student regent 
should drive a BMW, however, is 
a matter of controversy among 
state officials. It can only be re
solved by further studies.

Parker doubts that a yuppie fra
ternity kid can adequately repre
sent the interests of working stu
dents struggling to stay in school. 
This is possibly a justified doubt. 
If it is, by the same token, a law
yer politician who has been in the 
Texas Senate for 14 years, namely, 
Carl Parker, may not be able to ad
equate!) represent working-class 
Port Arthur constituents.

O f course, there are some peo
ple who believe that the race, sex, 
income and type of vehicle driven 
should not be the things that a 
student regent should represent. 
O ne body of theory holds that a 
regent should represent students' 
views, not just their physical attrib
utes and social rank. If Richards is 
willing to base her decision on this

definition of "rep resen tation /' the 
task of appointing a student re
gent will be som ewhat more diffi
cult.

For one thing, an application 
process would be useless, unless 
it were used to disqualify stu
dents. Any student interested 
enough to apply for the position 
wouldn't truly represent the polit
ical apathy which typifies stu
dents in the UT System .

WTule Richards might want, 
reasonably, to appoint a student 
who voted for her in the guberna
torial election, such a student 
would not represent the views of a 
typical UT System student. Most 
students in the UT System  did not 
vote for Richards. Most of them 
didn't vote at all.

Appointing a Students' Associa
tion officer would be out of the 
question, unless Richards selected 
a regent from the substantial por
tio n  o f S tu d e n t  A s s e m b ly  
represenatives who never show 
up for m eetings.

Perhaps the best way for Rich
ards to find a student regent who 
shares the political views of most 
students would bp for her to sim 
ply call up students and interview 
them. She wouldn't even have to 
ask any questions.

She could just flip to nam es in 
various student directories, call a 
number and say, "H ello , this is 
Ann R ichards." W hen she found a 
student that answ ered, "W h o ?" 
she'd have her regent.

M ontfort is a Plan ¡¡/electrical engi
neering sophomore.

Davis concerns himself with nothing but press coverage
T he University of Texas System 

rakes in a whopping S3.02 billion 
in endow m ents, making it second 

only to Harvard for private contributions. 
That's not small potatoes. O hio State and 
Minnesota-Twin Cities, the two universi
ties with higher enrollm ent than the Uni
versity, receive only one-ninth what the 
UT System does. On top of that, Texas 
colleges and universities receive S2.6 bil
lion from the state governm ent —  twice as 
much as O hio and M innesota.

Yet with all this wealth, why the hell 
does Texas give only S27 million for need- 
based student aid (half as much as Ohio 
and less than half as M ichigan)? How can 
this be if we are the richest public school in 
America? Garth Davis, get off your ass 
and find out. If you go to the University 
and you have a car, after one year you just 
might end up with two parking tickets. 
Even if we start to bike, bus, carpool and 
walk, there is still only one parking ga- 
rage.

But what the University does own is a 
Gutenburg Bible which costs a plump $2.5 
million. Unfortunately, we can't park on a 
Bible Even with this wonderful cultural
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trophy, the student body is still financially 
starved.

At last count the tuition hike will force 
students to pay as much as 78 percent 
more per sem ester hour. Moreover, this 
new rate will provide little money that will 
be given back to us. Kinda sounds like a 
tax. And still we remain one of the richest 
colleges in the nation.

Cutting teacher salaries is not the an
swer. Rather, teachers and students 
should ask who the crim inals are. Togeth
er we should ask Cunningham : Where is 
all this money going?

O f course, you might just sit on your ass 
and say, "G arth will save u s ."  Students 
screaming, "W e will not pay. We will 
NOT PAY!" Chanting. Anger. Passion. 
Student leaders questioning how could 
any legislator think of such a thing. 
Banners Protest. It will never be like that 
if we hope Garth will wave his magic 
wand and make things better.

If we don't get up and act, Garth and his

buddies will get together some afternoon, 
mumble a few things about minorities to 
the press and straighten their ties. If you 
were there at the Capitol steps at 11 a .m ., 
(though you probably w eren't) you would 
have noticed som e the student body presi
dents wearing pretty nice suits and dress
es. These well-attired politicos looked as if 
they were just wondering why they were 
talking about students in need of money 
and about poor minorities.

Did a minority hear their words? Who 
was there other than those connected with 
the student presidents or the newspapers? 
Most of the students who would be direct
ly affected by a tuition hike work in the 
afternoon. O thers are at hom e, working 
this summer. Those who were on the C ap
itol steps at 11 a.m . seemed to be on their 
lunch break and more worried about 
sweating than listening. Chatter was eve
rywhere. It was another lazy summer af
ternoon for these presidental chaps. Two 
cops leaning against the railing —  not too 
much happening here.

But Garth sure does get good press. 
That picture of him and his trembling 
brow. His hand on his worrisome face.

Mr. Garth was lobbying today. He will set 
those legislators straight. Hey, he is just 
doing his job. But what he should be 
doing is getting out, rallying students and 
telling his people w hat's going ori and 
why we should be ticked off.

Garth should go out to minority stu
dents and help give them some voice in
stead of just talking about them. Garth 
should not monopolize everything that is 
said about the tuition hike because he 
seem s like a very rich boy and a tuition 
hike might not even bruise him.

"A  mind is a terrible thing to w aste." 
"O ur children are our fu tu re ." We grew 
up with these philosophies. Anything to 
the contrary is obscene. Unthinkable. Yet 
our lovely state has created a tuition m on
ster. It's growing (up to $40). And it's 
going to come alive. But you have to un
derstand; it's going to get us during the 
sum m er when our guard is down. When 
the politically active cats are away the rats 
will drop a bomb. Quick and dirty.

Responding with only cuts and lay-offs, 
the administration just acts like a business. 
But the administration must know that 
this isn't a corporation. This university is a

school filled with students dependent 
upon parents, loans, scholarships or pay 
checks. Many are here on a prayer and a 
shoestring.

With this tax on the students we will 
lose manv m inorities and need-based stu
dents. The University is firing students 
and killing off those who can't cough up 
more than before. This tax will create an 
institute meant only for the well-bred, 
which is contrary to the University's mis
sion.

If the money has to com e from the stu
dents, the tuition needs to be raised grad
ually. Such an adjustm ent would give a 
chance for those students who would be 
pushed away because of lack of funds. 
The money gained should not go into a 
general state fund, as the Com ptroller has 
proposed, but directly to the students for 
scholarships and loans.

O nce the students who would be most 
affected are stable, then increasing tuition 
would be feasible. It is time that the Uni
versity became our educator instead of our 
boss.

Tokiyama is an advertising sophomore

Klos has gone ape
A few thoughts about George 

Klos' delusions of grandeur enti
tled "Q uit using p.c. label" (Firing 
Line, W ednesday):

Do you honestly think it took an 
evil, right-wing conspiracy to de
rail the multicultural express’  All 

1 the groups like SAVE [Students 
Advocating Valid Education] and 
Young Conservatives of Texas had 
to do was quote some of the tripe 
that the professional activists used 
to defend the jettisoning of com 
petent, objective, scholarly work 
in favor of "O ppression Stu d ies."

In this letter we will refrain from 
the ad hominem attacks that 
marked the letter by guilty-white- 
male Klos. But remember the pro
fessor who wanted to turn her stu
dents into "literary terrorists?" We 
could not make up better stuff 
than that! The English Department 
was a paper tiger, unable to de

fend itself without resorting to the 
word "ra c is t ,"  and unwilling to 
publicly debate YCT.

What were they afraid of, were 
we not the "rh im px" that Georg*- 
Klos recognized in his letter as 
leading the conspiracy? Too cow 
ardly to debate YCT, the multicul
tural pushers shielded them selves 
in the minutiae of fa u lty  proce
dure, where dissent was punish
able by the ruination of careers. 
Curt Besseiman was absolutely on 
target when he said that the multi- 
culturalists shot themselves in the 
foot.

As for YCT bon g  "th e  trained 
chimps of Joe H orn ," once again 
Klos apes the usual p.c. tactic of 
crying "consp iracy" anytime two 
or more conservatives criticize yet 
another liberal utopian plan. M on
key see m onkey do, huh G eorge? 
All it took was a few organized

YCTers to shame the English fac-
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ulty and the multicultural m ove
ment on cam pus. So if we are 
chimps, then you are the beetles 
that the chim ps pick out of their
hair.

Cory Birenbaum  
Andrew Panos 
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Turner lacks identity
Will it never end: Students wíro 

believe that membership in a mi
nority group entitles them to be ir
refutable mouthpieces for myopic 
conservative thinking?

If Robert Turner is so convinced 
of the value of his benighted per
spective that African-Americans 
are generally interested in a "free 
ride," ("Blacks can control their 
fa te ," The Daily Texan, Thursday) 
why does the credibility of his con
clusions so rely on the fact that he 
himself is black? Why are we not 
allowed to view his arguements

about his own race as we w'ould 
"in  a true m eritocracy," in which 
the m an's color would be merely 
incidental? The answer is obvious: 
Because they are crap.

Anyone with a nebulous sense 
of history recognizes the irretriev
able absurdity of quoting Dr. King 
in the service of those who w'ould 
seek to turn back the clock in the 
struggle for civil rights. How can a 
person be judged by the content of 
his/her character if conservatives 
continue to do their level best to 
starve the school systems where 
the masses of people of color go to 
receive education?

And if Turner honestly believes 
that those African-Americans who 
do not wholeheartedly cheer the 
exploits of General Powell are 
merely a petty and invidious lot,
he needs to lay off The National Re
view and speak with more black 
people. Would that he could speak

with Dr. King himself.
In his efforts to impress his cul

turally cloistered white conserva
tive colleagues, Turner has made a 
fastidious effort to m aster their 
rhetoric. They must be tickled.

Ren Scherr 
UT graduate

No protest in summer?
This is an open letter to Dem oc

racy in Academia.

W here the hell are you guys? Is 
it not just as fun to yell, scream 
and p ro test during su m m er 
school? Are there not enough peo
ple for you to bother as they pass 
between classes on the W est Mall? 
And what about that piece of shi—  
I mean, shanty of yours?

Have even you, the members of 
Democracy in Academia, the pa
tron saints of divestment, becom e 
jaded to its presence? It is now

even more of an eyesore not to 
mention a safety hazard. Why 
don't you be "resp onsib le" activ
ists and pick up your toy? But 
then, maybe you are all just taking 
it easy right now like the rest of 
us. I imagine even leftists guerril
las need a sum m er vacation.

Michael McDermott 
Organizational communication

So what if you're black
A few questions for Robert 

Turner ("B lacks can control their 
fate,"):

If you want to be judged on the 
basis of your abilities alone, then 
why did you include the color of 
your skin in your editorial? Skin 
color should be irrelevant in decid
ing the validity of an argum ent, 
shouldn't it? just wondering.

Mary Banski 
Graduate student


