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EdRor’s note: EndoreomenU aro d terminad by the Texan 
Klter and aeeodete edtors. Oflldel responses to end
mente are encouraged. Cendklatee should turn in rasponees 
for endorsments printed Tuesday by noon Wedi ley ; re
sponses that meet that deadtae w i be publshed Thursday.
I esponses turned in after noon Wednesday wR be put: »shed 
Friday. Responses should be typed, double-spaced, and simi
lar in length to the endorsements.

The Texan also endorses Referendum One, a proposal to 
fund a new campus recreational sports facftty by charging stu
dents $20 per semester starting when the fsdty is compietec 
and Referendum Two, a proposal toe *  ge the minimum 
grade point average requirement for Student Senate cancR- 
dates to 2.0 from 2.5. More detaled endorsements of the re
ferendum items w i appear in Wednesday's Texan.

Presidential field: 
no strong candidate
T o make the best choice for president of the Stu

dents' Association for next year is to choose 
among four less-than-desirable candidates. Each 
has his strengths and weaknesses — but mostly 

weaknesses.
Scott Scarborough, a 1983-84 at-large student senator 

and a candidate for president last year, may have the  ̂
strongest record of any candidate in the race, but that s 
not saying much. His main senate activity was his role in 
the development of the moderately successful Student 
Textbook Exchange Program. And Scarborough's work on 
the staff of a Houston congressman gives him an edge in 
experience with off-campus governmental bodies.

Both Jeff Eisenberg and Pat Shannon are replete with 
good ideas and enthusiasm for the presidency, but nei
ther has any experience working with the Students' Asso
ciation. Student government needs new blood, but the 
president's one-year term doesn't allow for anyone to 
spend too much time learning on the job.

Though the method he chose to promote debate about 
nuclear war was ill-chosen, Bernard Roth shouldn't be 
written off. The only candidate besides Scarborough with 
experience in the Student Senate, Roth also has valuable 
student government experience on other campuses as 
well as ideas and energy the Students' Association needs.
But the failure of his suicide pill approach casts doubts 
upon his ability to persuade people to accept his ideas
and to build coalitions.

Each candidate proposes his share of helpful student 
service programs. Each candidate pledges to fight exorbi
tant tuition increases. Each candidate promises to im
prove the channels of communication between students 
and their elected representatives. But in our opinion,
Scott Scarborough is the best-equipped of the candidates
to get these things done.

Unfortunately, we cannot endorse Scarborough without 
severe reservations. His record may stand out in this 
crowd, but it pales by comparison to those of the past 
three elected presidents. As a senator, he proposed that 
the senate appoint a chaplain and conduct official pre 
meeting prayers. He was one of only thyee senators last 
year who voted to abolish the senate's Homosexual Af
fairs Subcommittee. He said two years ago that if given 
the opportunity to appoint to office a Christian or a non- 
Christian of equal qualifications, he would choose the 
Christian. We do not question Scarborough's right to 
make religion an important part of his life, but the idea 
that organized religion should be forced into student gov 
ernment at a public university is repugnant.

Scarborough says he has learned from his experiences.
He says he no longer will push for a chaplain and that he 
favors reform, not elimination, of the Homosexual Affairs 
Subcommittee. He has retracted his statement that he 
would necessarily choose a Christian over a non-Chris
tian. But can a leopard change its spots? Is Scarborough 
sincere when he says he wants to serve all students as 
president, not just those who share his religious or politi
cal beliefs? After extensive deliberation and conversation 
with Scarborough, we believe that his statements are sin
cere.

However, Scarborough still is capable of bad judgment.
His campaign slogan, "Isn't it time WE had a Students 
Association," puts off people who wonder whether they 
are part of his WE. And his decision to run on a ticket 
with David Gallo is unfortunate (see endorsement be-
low). u

Students have several options other than Scarborough. 
Besides choosing one of the less qualified candidates and 
hoping he will learn on the job, voters could come to the 
polls and cast no vote for president or ignore the elec
tion, thus ignoring student government altogether.

Given the weak field of presidential candidates, the last 
two are tempting options. However, they do not address 
the problem at hand: like it or not, someone will be elect
ed next week to lead student government. We think Scott 
Scarborough is the best candidate because his experience 
will enable him to work most effectively for student con
cerns.

If Scarborough wins and then uses student government 
as a pulpit for personal religious and political beliefs, we 
will be among the first to demand his removal from off
ice But for now, of the four candidates, Scott Scarbor
ough is the choice for Students' Association president

— David Woodruff, David Nather, 
Lisa Brown-Richau, Ron M ulle r

Perelman for VP
A nyone who wants the job of vice president of the 

Students' Association out of a desire for personal 
glory is in for a disappointment. It doesn't guaran

tee free quotes in The Daily Texan, and it demands pa
tience, common sense and an almost painful knowledge of 
details. For these reasons, we believe Jane Perelman is the 

I candidate best qualified to assume the post of Students'
' Association vice president.

As chairwoman of the Student Services Committee and 
as a member of the Coordinating Committee, Perelman has 
paid her dues in student government. The time she has 
spent on these committees has given her a sense of the 
potential of student government tempered with a healthy
sense of reality.

But perhaps the most important reason to vote for I erel- 
man is that Scott Scarborough, the Texan's choice for presi
dent, needs someone with her patience and experience to 
help him run an effective administration. If Scarborough is 
elected with running mate David Gallo, it will be extremely 
difficult for student government to continue to make prog
ress on this year's unfinished student service programs. 
Gallo's lack of student government experience will prevent 
him from providing the balance that Scarborough needs to

^ r n e l S a K f c o m m i t m e n .  and credibUUy qua,dies 
th irasm d en . government vice 
effective. She

Ron M uller, David W oodruff

Student groups ignore 
important local issuesi

TWO. MEED TO BUILD K SETTER MEESE TRAP.

Legacy of black leaders 
untarnished by dispute

Eddie Reeves
Black History MonthF or years blacks have mistakenly 

accepted the unwarranted rep
resentation of Booker T. Wash
ington as the symbol of "Uncle Tom- 

ism," and the equally erroneous 
image of W.E.B. DuBois as a Bour
geois Black" concerned only with the 
black middle class. In learning about 
black historical figures, the great 
Washington-DuBois controversy is a 
keynote issue. Yet the illumination of 
the accomplishments of these two 
great pioneers of race relations has of
ten taken a back seat to their suppos
edly opposing views. Research into 
the life and times of these great Negro 
leaders reveals that their ideas were 
not basically contradictory; moreover, 
it is evident that reverberations of 
their reputed clash of ideas still occur 
and will continue to resound in the 
United States as long as the black man 
exists as a striving, if not fully recog
nized, citizen.

To begin with, the 1895 Atlanta Ex
position, or Atlanta Compromise as it 
came to be known, provided Booker 
T. Washington with a forum from 
which to proclaim his ideas, which 
received national acclaim, projected 
him into instant celebrity and solidi
fied his leadership role. The purpose 
of the speech, in his words, was to 
"cement the friendship of the races 
and bring about hearty cooperation 
between them." Though he had given 
this speech before, he was now before 
a racially mixed audience in Atlanta as 
a representative of Negro civilization 
and enterprise, which immediately 
drew the attention of the press. Con
sequently, when Washington said 
that political and social equality were 
less important than economic respon
sibility, the white press projected him 
as the spokesman for the entire Negro 
race, accepting segregation and the 
lower position of blacks in society. 
The newspapers' acclaim for the 

' speech, along with President Grover 
Cleveland's acceptance of it as a call 
for the end to the "Negro problem," 
led many black and white people to 
believe that the speech was an exten
sion of their own feelings.

Opposition towards Washington's 
Atlanta Compromise was much more 
widespread than would be gathered 
from an examination of popular histo
ry only. The opposition that did exist 
was not aired extensively because of 
the obvious control of the press that 
whites exhibited. Even with this, Du
Bois in later years wrote that he 
agreed with Washington and thought 
his plan would have worked if whites 
would have been truly willing to work 
for economic advancement for all. The 
conditions of the times, though, 
found them pressing for disen
franchisement through Jim Crow laws

and agreeing with Washington s 
speech because it helped their invest
ments.

Booker T. Washington's eminence 
became so great after this speech that 
he controlled or influenced much of 
Negro life in this country. He influ
enced the appointment of political and 
education leaders black and white. By 
his manipulation of white capital and 
control of a large chunk of the black 
press, he developed a firm power 
base. This power made DuBois decide 
to openly challenge Washington on 
the grounds that the concentration of 
power was centered too much in one 
individual, which, argued DuBois, 
was not the best thing for the Negro.

Therefore, DuBois' formation of the 
Niagara Movement and the subse
quent emergence of the NAACP was 
largely prompted by his reactions to 
Washington's power. This movement 
projected the opinions of other black 
scholars who felt that Washgington's 
singular focus on economics, while not 
necessarily wrong, should not neglect 
the educational, social and political ineq
uities of American society. Yet, writing 
in "Dusk of Dawn" in 1940, DuBois 
called for an "econom ic com
monwealth," a program similar to 
Washington's ideas on black economics.

Almost a full century after Booker T. 
Washington emphasized black coop
erative economics, attempts to com
plete such a plan áre being carried out 
by groups such as the Nation of Islam 
(Black Muslims), Operation Push and 
the National Business League. Clear
ly, the lessons of history are not lost 
on black America since the agitation, 
opposition and analyses of injustice 
are articulated by black leaders, schol
ars and students who are operating 
feasible programs aimed at making 
the race a part of Americana.

However, the need for these re- 
peatedefforts point to the stagnation 
of this nation's consciousness. The 
white press continues to project so- 
called black leaders of its own choos-

I 'm writing to those progressive 
students at the University who 
inexplicably are ignoring the in

justice of increasing educational costs.
As these people mobilize en masse 

over Central America and South Afri
can apartheid, they largely ignore the 
injusnces that occur in our own soci
ety. Issues such as educational costs, 
UT President Peter Flawn's resigna
tion and single-member districts affect 
us all in a profound way, but campus 
groups just aren't using their power to
affect them.

For too long students have been 
able to rely on elected representatives, 
the PUF and the UT administration to 
look out for their interests. But with 
the decline of oil revenues, the blindly 
conservative student vote and the 
budgetary threat to the administra
tion, we are now on our own.

Of course, it's understandable that 
some campus organizations have not 
worked on these issues. Many groups 
work particularly on one issue, to the 
exclusion of all others. For instance, it 
makes little sense for the Steve Biko 
Committee to fight tuition increases 
when it directs itself almost exclusive
ly to South Africa. But the Black Stu
dent Alliance, which certainly works 
hard for divestiture, has an interest in 
matters affecting the University's en
tire black population. We all know 
that rising educational costs are going 
to force out a large percentage of the 
few blacks that make it to college. In 
fact, the BSA's recent minority reten
tion proposal includes provisions to 
cheapen the cost to minorities of at
tending the University because of 
their economic hardship. So why 
hasn't the BSA organized a protest?

Beats me. I also don't know why 
AXLE, a progressive group that con
cerns itself with local affairs like the 
ROTC missile erection, isn't picketing 
the Legislature this very instant to 
lower tuition.

It's not that the problem isn't se
rious. As the state Legislature bandies 
about various proposals to triple or 
sextuple tuition rates, the Reagan ad
ministration wants to cut financial aid. 
The Reagan administration has pro
posed cuts in aid that, combined with a 
tuition increase, could eliminate 5,000 
UT students. This would cut off a large 
segment of our society from an equal op
portunity to attend a university.

This is a big complaint against the 
South African system — that blacks

Tracy Duvall
Guest Cohmnist

aren't allowed an equal education. In 
the United States the same is true to a 
much lesser degree for blacks, for 
Hispanics and for all poor-to-strug- 
gling people.

Surely this is a clear-cut issue that 
progressives can rally around, if they 
want to. Most, however, seem much 
more worried — though still inactive 
— about an increase in the legal drink
ing age. No doubt students eventually 
will arrange some convincing mass 
protest over this "threat," as they did 
the last time the Legislature raised the
issue. _ .

If they only diverted a bit of their 
energies from (justly) criticizing a bru
tal foreign policy, the tacky missile 
and the drinking-age bill, then they 
might be able to prevent a completely 
disastrous tuition bill from passing.

We at the University are unique in 
our extreme proximity to the Capitol, 
and we ought to take advantage of our 
position. Legislators will listen to, and 
maybe even consider, student pro
tests if they occur. But if leftist student 
groups, with their social conscience 
and their organizing ability, don't 
make a ruckus, then no one will. And 
while it's impossible to say whether 
students can affect legislative votes 
with mass protests, they certainly 
can't change votes if there are no pro
tests.

Of course, the Texas Student Lobby 
is fighting the tuition increase, but it 
has two problems. First, it has limited 
resources and no demonstrable mass 
support. Second, the members of the 
TSL look rich. It's unfortunate, but 
legislators aren't going to feel sorry for 
a yuppily-dressed woman, even if 
she's sincerely representing the inter
ests of poor students. And that's how 
the TSL representative looked when 
she addressed the Legislature on tui
tion hikes this session.

The TSL needs help — more help, 
apparently, than students theoretical
ly opposed to our highly stratified so
ciety are willing to give. The many 
progressive groups on campus are the 
only organizations with the experi
ence and contacts to arrange a mea- 
ingful demonstration. If they don't 
provide the impetus, then no one will.

Duvall is a h istory senior.

ing.
Still, in the face of these and count

less other impediments, black Ameri
ca survives. Because of a foundation 
that has been firmly built on by such 
leaders as Booker T. Washington and 
DuBois, black people no longer need 
to look for projected leaders. The true 
leader lives within them. It is this 
character trait that Washington and 
DuBois demonstrated, and in this 
light that they should always be re- 
membered and honored. _________

Reeves is chairman o f the Steve Biko 
Committee.
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Firing Line
Election bias bad

I was shocked at Kevin Abel's letter 
discussing the upcoming student gov
ernment elections (Texan, Feb. 25). 
Because he is a member of the Stu
dents' Association Judicial Commis
sion, Mr. Abel should be an unbiased 
observer in all student body elections. 
Under no circumstances should any 
commissioner take such an open 
stance concerning any of the races. 
Clearly his behavior was unethical, es
pecially considering that this letter 
appeared the day of a commission 
hearing concerning the election.

Furthermore, there is no indication 
that religion has become an issue in 
this campaign. It should not. Religion 
has no bearing on any part of the Stu
dents' Association. Perhaps it is Com
missioner Abel himself who is at
tempting to make it a religious 
election. He should disqualify himself 
from further commission actions dur
ing this election season.

Jody Scheske
Natural sciences senator

Soviet Jews need help
His father is a prestigious physicist. 

He is a brilliant, young; doctoral stu
dent in his own right. He was work
ing his way through school, tutoring 
in the study of a foreign language.

E 346K helps excetence
Associate Professor Alan Gribben's

vitriolic personal attack (Texan, Feb. 
15) reveals the true vindictive spirit of 
those who seek to destroy E* 346K and 
the writing program of which it is an 
integral part and, as a consequence, to 
fire the lecturers who have been teach
ing faithfully this and other writing 
and literature courses.

He dodges every point that I dis
cussed in my article. He implies that I 
was in error about the high salaries 
paid tenured faculty (actually a matter 
of public record) and the relative costs 
of keeping or dropping the course. In 
fact, my figures were, I have since dis
covered, conservative estimates; the 
real costs are much higher. Gribben 
earns 50 to 75 percent more than a lec
turer (with nearly identical qualifica
tions and as many or more years of 
experience); indeed, the resulting cost 
to the present proposal to "postpone" 
346K will be almost 20 percent more 
(approximately $1,000,000 total) than I 
had indicated last week.

Gribben criticizes all lecturers for ex
ercising any "self-interest" in main
taining their positions. Think about 
this, folks. A colleague in one's own 
department publicly states that he 
thinks it is only self-interest that 
motivates co-workers (at a lower sal
ary level) to even attempt to maintain 
their low-paying positions. From the

comfort of his tenure in the Ivory 
Tower, he has the gall to attack col
leagues who are trying to continue 
their careers in higher education, de
spite the continuous undermining of 
their efforts by their own colleagues, 
and then he pretends that such an at
tack is really a service to the Universi
ty-

His attack on the senior rhetoric/ 
composition faculty is the cheapest 
shot of all. He alleges that these teach- 
er-scholars are operating from a ques
tionable self-interest because they 
might earn money from their increas
ingly popular textbooks. Did you hear 
this, President Flawn?

Let's awaken. We, the University 
community, can win this struggle to 
achieve excellence through a strong 
commitment to the teaching of writing 
on the undergraduate level. We need 
346K or, in the event of a single year's 
postponement, we should offer our stu
dents other writing courses which many 
have taught so well for so long and are 
eager to continue teaching: 307, 308, 310 
and 317. Finally, Gribben owes all lectur
ers an apology for his self-serving, elitist 
attack on our integrity and his denigra
tion of our many years of devoted ser
vice to the University.

James Skaggs 
Lecturer in English




