E306 reforms would protect students from indoctrination

Editor s note This is the second ot
two column- on the proposed
changes in FTdr bv two of the
changes primare advocates
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mg will alleviate the concern of
those who had feared either that
¢ wtrc -imply turning students
* mme about exp osive
matter- or tnat «Ne were levtuinng
"t m or tnetr mstruer* rs tc take a
particular ;x>s»tk>n w th respect to

S me reader- run -till be con-
cerned howevt - arout the
propnetv of ntnxiuemg complex
ega nattc; - . a cl. --rixmi tu
e lwear-cid- led bv ;x.ole

-e backgr* und is m literature
or comp. - non rathe r than in law .
We a-K you to Xar in mind that
court upinitM'- on matters .t pub-
ic oument routine Iv appear in
The \'etv W * 7 - and other na-
tH 'a new-papers on the
gi.und- that such things are natu-
ra \ and pivperiv the concern ot
an informed dtizenn.

We nave taken care to choose
c.St- in  men the outcome was
not dttermine a bv narrow tgai
technkahties the: oniv a law ver
could understand We have been
at gre.u pair.- to make clear to ail
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who would have been teaching
this ceu:-e that instructors should
activelv encourage students —
not rust those with whom thev
happen to agree personallv — to
mase me X'si possible argument-
tor the positions thev hold

Ae are nov’o in a X'tter ;x>sition
to explain the controversv sur-
reundmg the propost'd changes in
Eck'r First we want to make it
dear that the controversy is not —
or at lea-t h.isn t Xvn until now
— aoout the -viiabus at all Its
.met:: the as-umptvr.- presumed
i- X' underlying it or to X more
prec -e aX'ut the assumptior-
.mderivmg different conception-
of wrihng instruction. A- in other

a:-ciphne- there are competing
.dear aX'ut how X'st to teach
writing m part at least the con-

troversy over E30t> is aX>ut those
competing idea-

One schoei of thought - repre-
-ented bv pr«.'tessor< lames Duban
and lohn Ruszkiewicz Thev have
argued that it doesr. t matter what
students write aX'ut the import-
ant thing thev sov is for students
to tonfe and to have complete

fret dom to ch*x'se tne-e topics in
which they are most interested
add trom which :he\ derive great-
est inspiration. According to Prof*

te-s*.vr Duban The - that
motivate students to wnte shou d
receive end. passing attention
from the instructor ..." <Tlit Daiiv
TtXJ't, Aug -

Instead savs Duban writing in-

structors -houid concentrate uix>n
the pnmary task ot providing
'intensive feedKick aK'ut gram-
mar stvie tone form eogencv
organization ano audience rite
Daih Town Aug ° As evidence
of the success of his approach,
IDuban otters the example of a
young woman who produced a
vvmpelhng e—av analvemg a
painting We don : doubt that the
essay was a ecw. one but the ex-
ample i- K -ido the point A- Pu-
pa”. himself -av- the author ot
that essov wa- not a student in
EXV

While Dub.iu touts the handv
checklist ot an ditoria! eat* gories
that (he) regularlv emphasizelsj
when teach ng freshmen Pre'e-
sor RuU-.'Nevvica tase- a e>- re-
ductive view of writing m-truc-
hon and an apparentlv more'
generous view ot -indent-  Ac-
cording to Ruszkiewicz. first-
vear student- develop most ettec-
tiveiv as Wmter- when thev are

intrvxtuced to of comivs-
ing that make them competent to
handle the rhetoric ot various aca-
demic assignments — from analv-
ses .'i cju-ahtv to evaluative piec-

es to research papers and
evp'ora:orv cs-avs Tec A:.v* Tei-
jh juiv 24K

Professor Ruszkiewicz seems to
acknow cage that a concern tor
the correct e-- and x'v%er of lan-
guage should X' -ubordm.ate to
the logic and vahditv ot argu-
ment- However he shl. holds
that the actual correot the argu-
ment- who-e logic and validitv he
proiX'Si- to examine is irrelevant
At turf g.an.e there is some-
thing attractive a.X'ut attending to
form and leavmg -ub-tance to
taw care ot it-en It -corns twgive
stuctent- tne tree do"n to think and
-pea- a- -ee fit and not ac-
coio.m.g to the metates of -ome au-

iroritanan teacher But its onlv
the illu-:on ot freedom it i- in fact
a siro. O' terrufio 'V'ceve  Tht-
appro-aen to writing instruction
emKxiied in the familiar five-
paragraph ess.iv  tell- students

that wmhat thev -a\ decx'sn t matter
tnat tneir idea- aren t worth tak-
ing -enou-K that thev theni-
-elve- aren t worth, taking -erious-
Iv.

Ino new -viiabus tor ExV env
Xxlies a different apprtxach to

wntmg instruction an approach
which has gained widespread ac-
ceptatice ;n recent vears There is
now growing recognition that an
emphasis on content is not incon-
sistent with the previous emphasis
on wnting processes The new syl-
labus incorporates the verv kinds
ot writing assignments
Ru-ckiewiec has called tor The
svliabus strengthens the commit-
ment to teaching the writing pro-
cess bv linking those processes
moreeloselv to content

The point we are making is that

contrary to what professors
Ruszkiewicz DuKin and A an
V-nbX'n have claimed there is

nothing idtvlogica.lv or politically
neutral aX'ut their X'het that vent-
ing instruction should X con-
cerned onlv with torm and pro-
cess and not with what -indents
are actually writing aXmt or the
positions thev take In practice
this approach to writing leads to a
cunous and stultitving paradox
We encounter many students W ho
come to the Universitv Xiievimg
smvultaneousiv (Il that the pur-
pose of writing is to express per-
sonal opinions which cannot be
criticized because everyone is enti-
tled to an opinion and \2 that it is
never appropriate to speak in the
first person As Thoreau
sav- [They] commonlv do not re-

memX'r that it is alw.iv- the
firs: person that is speaking And
it thev do not remember that stu-
dents will X' rnghteningiv unable
to distinguish their own X'liets
from the X'liets ot others

People who cannot tell the dif-
ference X'tween w hat thev believe
arc. what someone else X'heves
are indeed ripe tor mdivtnnation
It is our job as teachers to help stu-
dents develop the means to msist
indoctrination We do this bv
guiding students to discover that
e:mu po-ition is subject to cntique
no matter how comprehensive or
impartial it appears to be

The philosvvpher-scientist Ure-
gorv B.iieson has said that All re-
ceipt of information is necessanlv
receipt ot new - ot We
take this to mean that difference is
the basis ot all perception

The crucial question then is
about how we respond to differ-
ences Racist incidents of the kind
that took place at Round-Lp dur-
ing the weekend of April b are one
wav  Ironicallv the Lower Envi-
sion English Policy Committee
had met us: three days earlier to
begin discussing the proposal tor

Writing About Difference
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