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E dito rials
Viewpoint opinions expressed in The Daily Texan are 
those of the editor end the writer of the article They 
are not necessarily the opinions of the University ad 
ministration the Board of Regents or the Texas Stu 
dent Publications Board of O perating Trustees

View point

Ju s tic e ?  S a y  N o i
ABA study shows need to end current anti-drug policy

NEW REAfiAN/BUSHLOW COST H0USÍN6
FOR THE HOMELESS!

I t's commonly said that the wheels of justice 
grind slow. Thanks to the American Bar Associa
tion we now know one of the reasons.

According to a two-year study released by the ABA 
last week, this country's criminal-justice system is se
verely overtaxed by government's efforts to stem the 
rising tide of drug use in this country.

The ABA, which is not exactly known to be a fount 
of radical ideas, should be taken particularly serious
ly when it points out the horrendous burdens im
posed upon the justice system by our nation's expen-

The ABA study should be taken as further con
vincing evidence that we need to rethink our drug 
policy.

The study, together with statistics showing that 
drug use is increasing in spite of our harshest anti
drug measures, indicates that the issue is no longer 
whether to discuss the legalization of drugs. Instead, 
it's whether the people who actually make drug poli
cy should be discussing it.

The current crisis in the criminal-justice system is 
strong evidence that the debate needs to be carried to 
our top policymakers, from George Bush on down.

No reasonable person is entirely comfortable with 
the idea of legalizing heroin. And it seems certain 
that legalizing pot and cocaine would increase the 
number of people who use those drugs.

But the prospect of increased drug use needs to be 
balanced against the corruptive, debilitating effects of 
fighting an expensive, profitless war on drugs.

So far, studies of the possible effects of drug legal
ization have been carried out largely by individuals 
and groups with an ideological stake in the matter.

The public-policy moralists insist that drug addic
tion is so great an evil that it justifies virtually any 
preventative or punitive measures.

Those of libertarian inclinations, in contrast, are 
profoundly offended at the presumptuousness of the 
government's telling individuals what they can do 
with their own bodies.

But neither philosophical approach is likely to lead 
to a resolution of the debate, since neither group is 
likely to give up the premises on which its reasoning 
is based.

It would be better for the relatively neutral group 
like the ABA to conduct another study — a purely 
pragmatic one, based on cost-benefit analysis. Hav
ing already laid the groundwork for such a study, the 
ABA is in the best position to analyze the social costs 
and benefits of drug legalization.

And, as the current study so elegantly demon
strates, now is the time to start.

—  M ike Godu'in
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UT students writing without 
tools needed for employment

M e d iu m  U n c o o l________
Rylander shouldn't have been given a free TV forum

Groups such as Common Cause have long 
criticized the "revolving door" between gov
ernment and lobbying firms. Public officials 
in search of personal gain take lucrative jobs provid

ing "access" to the agencies they used to run.
But the revolving door between government and 

the media is even more troubling, and it's spinning 
right here in Austin.

Carole Rylander, former mayor, defeated congres
sional hopeful and sometime Democrat, has 
launched a new investigative senes as a commentator 
for Channel 36. If there's anything Austin needs, it is 
better investigative journalism, but Rylander may not 
be the best person to fill that gap.

First of all, Rylander is still a registered lobbyist, 
according to city records. It strains credibility to think 
that Rylander can spend a week lobbying various city 
departments and then leave her personal agenda at 
the office just in time for her Sunday stint as a "jour
nalist."

Having active lobbyists report on the city is an ob
vious tap-dance around press ethics, but Rylander's 
new vocation raises subtler problems as well. No one 
has ever accused Rylander of a lack of ambition, and 
her new spotlight has to raise suspicion.

Rylander has been involved, as a candidate, organ
izer or supporter, in campaigns from Mondale-Fer- 
raro to Bush-Quavle. More recently, she had a hand 
in putting Beatriz de la Garza on the school board.
Her extensive past and present involvement in poli
tics makes it doubtful that she will remain in the pri
vate sector for long.

So you have to question the judgment of the folks 
at Channel 36. They are essentiallv giving a once- 
and-future candidate a televised forum to gnnd axes, 
make news and generally get her name in front of 
Austin voters.

Even if Rylander didn't cam ' so much baggage, it 
seems a little hypocritical for Channel 36 to have 
Rylander, the sw'eetheart of the South Texas Nuclear 
Project, lecturing city' officials on their mismanage
ment.

You could think of Rylander's media dabbling as 
just part of a trend. T h e re 's  certainly plentv of pre
cedent.

George Will coached Ronald Reagan before debates 
and then gave supposedly independent commentary 
on the outcome. After his regime at the Pentagon 
ended, Caspar Weinberger retired to spend more 
time with his ailing wife — and take over Forties mag
azine in his spare time.

Liberals are no better. Bill Moyers, the brain behind 
Lyndon Johnson's outrageous "daisy field" commer
cial, left the government to pursue a career in journal
ism scolding politicians for their lack of vision. A 
string of Carter appointees such as Jody Pow ell have 
found refuge in syndicated columns.

There's not too much we can do in Austin to curb 
such national indiscretion. But we can object to it in 
our own back vard and ask Channel 36 and Rylander 
to exercise better judgment. After all, integrity begins 
at home.

— Kevin McHargue

P resumably, all 50,OCX) of us are here at the 
University to get the best education possible. 
But how much are we really learning? If stu
dents haven't mastered written communication be

fore graduating, then four or more years of study will 
have been wasted.

The powers that be at the University realize that 
writing is a crucial skill. They require all entering 
freshmen to receive credit for English 306 — rhetoric 
and composition. Furthermore, thev have dutifully 
set writing requirements for even college and 
school, from engineenng to fine arts.

This is all quite admirable, but also quite inade
quate.

To begin with, a large majority of this year's fresh
man class t(X)k the English composition placement 
test before enrolling. About 45 percent of all those5 
who took the test scored high enough to place out of 
E 306.

The English composition test is a tA0-minute multi
ple choice exam with no required wnting sample 
How, then, can it be used to exempt students from a 
class that strongly emphasizes writing sk il ls '1 There's 
no wav a single scantron test can take t h e  place of the 
eight to 10 papers required of E 306 s t u d e n t s

Additionally, as some of us learned the hard way. 
there's a world of difference between what you could 
slide by your high schixil English teacher and what a 
UT professor demands

But 4S percent of this year's freshmen have to 
make the jump between high schix>l and college- 
level writing without forma! instruction The English 
composition test can measure your skill at subject- 
verb agreement, but it can't teach you how to write 

Past the freshman year, every student must take 
six hours of substantial wnting component courses 
three at the upper division level Let's assume that 
the average degree requires 120 hours to complete A 
w hopping 5 percent of the total hours needed come 
from courses that emphasize wnting

Even if the required English 31nk class is counted 
as another substantial wnting course, t h a t ' s  still only 
nine hours, and t h a t ' s  still not enough

Consider, for example, the College of Business Ad
ministration As of Mav 1988, everyone receiving a 
b u s i n e s s  degree had to have the six h o u r s  of w'nting 
courses mentioned above But thev also needed an

J en n ifer  B ra d ley
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equal amount of hours of a natural science
It's important to have an understanding of scientif

ic prtxesses, but, realistically, administrators and ex
ecutives in most companies need to know more 
about stringing sentences together than the laws of 
thermodynamics How many times does a typical 
manager write memos or business proposals7 flow 
many times dix*s she dissect mammals or synthesize 
esters?

Similarly, students in the natural sciences need as 
many substantial writing component courses as they 
do music ensemble or art history classes Again, fine 
arts are valuable, but when a scientist is ready to 
present her findings to a leading scientific journal, 
her cello skills have to take a hack seat to her wnting 
ability

Do all you liberal ar ts  majors remember the coun
selor w ho told you to forget electncal engineenng or 
accounting because your degree in folklore or Norse 
mythology was just a s  marketable1

Liberal arts degrees cam  weight in the market
place because libx’ral artists traditionally have com
petent wnting abilities But just six or nine hours of 
wnting c o u r s e s  doesn't ensure this skill

Some c l a s s e s  not designated as substantial writing 
component courses do require a respectable amount 
of wntten work It every c la ss  or even a small major
ity of classes, could increase the number of papers or 
essays due each semester, the problem of Ux» little 
wnting could be solved

This wouldn't change th e  number of h o u r s  re
quired for graduation, and it would enable students 
to gain a valuable (and marketable) skill

If nothing else, learning how to wnte would allow 
everyone an equal opportunity to abuse anv Texan 
staff member That in itself should be a strong incen
tive to wnte well

Bradley is a  Plan II freshman

Student Health Center offers free, confidential AIDS testing
R ecent estimates of the 

prevalence of human im
m unodeficiency virus 
(HIV) infection and AIDS on col

lege campuses suggest that on a 
campus the size of the University 
there are 150 to 175 people infect
ed with HIV, most of whom have 
no symptoms of infection, while 
others may be unaware that they 
are even infected.

Public health officials recom
mend that people whose behav
iors may have placed them at risk 
of infection with HIV should be
come aware of their infection sta
tus through voluntary testing for 
antibodies produced when a per
son is infected with the virus.

Individuals who test positive 
can then obtain early medical eval
uation, can change behaviors to 
prevent further transmission, can 
adopt healthy behaviors that may 
retard progression of infection, 
and can make appropriate life de-

S c o t t  S p e a r, M.D.
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cisions.
Voluntary testing that does not 

link the individual's name to the 
test result is the best way to en
courage HIV antibody testing.

People who have shared 
needles, more than one sexual 
partner or someone who has had 
multiple sexual partners is at risk 
of being infected with HIV and 
may choose to be tested for anti= 
bodies to HIV. Some UT students 
are at high risk of this infection. 
Other students have engaged in 
lower risk behaviors, but still have 
real concerns about infection.

In accordance with public 
health recommendation, and to 
provide a service increasingly re
quested by UT students, the UT 
Student Health Center (SHC) in

conjunction with the Texas De
partment of Health began offering 
anonymous HIV antibody testing 
for students on Nov. 15, 1988. Stu
dents w'ho want information or 
who wish to schedule an appoint
ment for anonymous testing 
should call the SEÍC Nurse Coun
seling and Special Services (NCSS) 
office at 471-2166.

The phone call of a student re
questing testing will be referred to 
an SHC nurse who will ask for a 
fictitious name before scheduling 
an appointment. The student de
siring HIV antibody testing will 
then come directly to that nurse's 
SHC office at the appointed time, 
bypassing all receptionists.

The cost for testing is $10 that 
will be paid in cash at the time of 
the visit in order to maintain ano
nymity. Dial-A-Nurse (471-HELP) 
and Telephone Counseling and 
Referral Service (471-CALL) are 
available to discuss HIV testing

with students during times when 
NCSS is closed

Pre-test counseling bv the nurse 
at the time of the initial visit will 
aid the student in assessing risk 
behaviors and recognizing the 
limitations of the antibody test. In 
addition to the counseling and fee 
collection, the nurse will draw the 
student's blood sample and will 
be the only person the student 
deals with for the anonymous an
tibody testing service

A post-test follow-up will be 
scheduled two weeks after the ini
tial visit to discuss test results. Re
sults will not be available for two 
weeks and will only be given in 
person. Students who are anxious 
about their pending results may 
call the Telephone Counseling 
and Referral Service (471-CALL) 
to discuss their concerns.

A negative test indicates the ab
sence of antibodies to HIV; how
ever, seroconversion to a positive

antibody test may not occur until 
three to six months after infection, 
and repeat testing at that time 
mav be warranted Thi^ is *.*sp *- 
cially important for individuals 
with a history* of high-nsk behav
iors In addition, a negative test 
should prompt continuation of be
haviors that discourage transmis
sion of the virus

A positive antibody test is an in
dication of infection with HIV, but 
does not predict whether or not 
AIDS or symptoms of the disease 
will develop in that individual. A 
positive test brings to bear the im
portance of engaging in behaviors 
that will not risk exposing others 
to HIV or increasing the exposure 
of that person.

During post-test counseling, the 
student who is positive will be en
couraged to inform sexual or nee
dle-sharing partners, and will be 
provided with information about 
counseling, medical, and educa

tional support services
The decision to be tested is a 

very* personal one, which mav be 
aided bv talking to a health care 
professional The pre- and post
test counseling available in this 
testing program is as important as 
the test results themselves

The anonymous HIV antibody 
testing program now available at 
the SHC avoids the potentially 
discriminatory consequences in
herent in testing programs which 
document test results

The staff and administration o f  
your Student Health Center and 
Division of Student Affairs hope 
that this service will enhance be
haviors that limit the spread of 
HIV, while maintaining the health 
of those students who are already 
infected.

Spear is a staff physician at the Stu
dent Health Center.

F iring  L in e

B-school rank unimportant
It is ironic that many graduate business 

students, allegedly capable of analyzing 
complex situations and making value 
judgments, will suddenly become fixed on 
a single Business Week article.

The Business Week survey did provide 
some valuable information, but it is far 
from the definitive source. To say that the 
value of a UT graduate business degree 
changed because of the survey is as pre
posterous as saying the actual value of a 
company changes because of fluctuations 
in stock price.

The pnmary reasons candidates are ac
cepted into large corporations are their 
skills and attributes. A graduate business 
program may help expand skills and refine 
attributes —  some programs may do this 
better than others — but the qualities 
themselves come from the individual. Cor
porations decide where to recruit and hire 
based on all information available to them. 
Asserting that corporations will abandon 
recruiting at the University based on one 
survey is insulting.

I hope that my classmates will be more 
objective in their conclusions in the busi

ness world than they have been in the aca
demic world.

Mark Si l ver berg 
Graduate School of Business

'Padded Busts' ...
The lead Viewpoint in The Daily Texan 

("Padded Busts II: DEA can't afford cor
rupt image," Thursday) reached a new 
low in journalistic stupidity.

It berated the Drug Enforcement Ad
ministration for allowing operation offi
cers to fabricate amphetamines and set up 
drug busts on their own operations. Un
fortunately the simple minds over in the 
journalism school forgot to consider the 
following:
(1) Drug kingpins will require subordi
nates to manufacture amphetamines if 
DEA agents cannot.
(2) T rack in g ch em ically  unique  
"homemade" pills allows easy identifica
tion of channels of distribution.

(3) Without identified channels, high-level 
infiltration points become almost impossi
ble to detect.
(4) As with most covert operations, only 4 
or 5 people know the who, what and 
where of a drug shipment. If interdicted,

the "bustee" is often interviewed by "h is" 
lawyer. The first question asked: "was it a 
set-up?"If there is doubt, all 5 are killed. 
The Daily Pravda wishes to render DEA 
agents ineffective or dead.

I realize journalism majors need not un
derstand what they report, yet such 
moronic, self-serving, left-wing, commie- 
pinko, Pravda-type, liberal thought surely 
does not, cannot, represent the finest of 
fourth estate analysis.

Greg Langevin 
Business

Editor's note: No one on the editorial 
board is at this time, or has ever been, a 
journalism student or in the School of 
Communication.

... the saga continues
Scott Henson, your editorial concerning 

the Drug Enforcement Administration and 
the "staged busts" not only contain your 
usual obnoxious arrogance but also several 
errors ("Padded Bust II: DEA can't afford 
corrupt image,” Viewpoint, The Daily Texan, 
Thursday).

The purpose of the DEA in staging the 
phony busts was to gain the confidence of 
the drug manufacturers and/or dealers

who were being investigated. The DEA 
has very little to gain from publicity ob
tained from these phony busts. In fact, 
anybody with even an inkling of how law 
enforcement or the drug business works 
understands the risks associated with such 
an operation.

Fortunately for you and other ivory- 
tower liberals, the DEA and other law en
forcement agencies will continue to work 
at their underpaid, unappreciated and 
dangerous jobs to ensure that the public 
remains relatively safe.

I have lived in three countries on three 
different continents and can personally at
test to the fact that our government is far 
from perfect, but it ranks as one of the 
most honest and responsive to the needs 
and desires of its citizens. That is an over
whelming accomplishment considering 
the size of our nation. For the sake of com
parison, why don't you try living in just 
about any Latin American, African or East
ern European country?

I am certain that you would have a 
tough time reconciling your leftist ideolo
gy with reality.

Mike Invin 
Psychology/German

Contest Update
A student came in with hm entry for 

our "Re-name the Team" contest, and in
sisted on still calling us The Daily Pravda.

We told han our goal was to move past 
these old atereotypes, and on to new, 
move creative ones. But our intrepid rad- 
baiter only glared and muttered, "It fita."

We net 1 to get something straight right 
now. The Team in no way rc jemmes Pre 
da. Pravda is an organ of government 
propaganda as deeply rooted in the Rus
sian retaWishment as die BBC in Great 
Britain or CBS in the United States.

At The Team, we've moved past afl 
that. We're up-to-date! We don't need to 
manare oureewes wsn aw y e  «m ean 
from 10 years ago.

So, In rite spirit of rite next revdurion, 
pteaae help us Snd a new moniker for use 
Igrite üÉte Um..

BriM your alternative ahne foe our láte
te! rife aa woB as pítelo IdonriBoritaei* to

:  # 10 lite




