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Deans postpone English 346K requirement
By ANDREA BEEBE 
and ELLEN WILLIAMS
Daily Texan Staff

Students now enrolled at the University 
will not have to take English 346K, which 
was required for graduation for everyone 
under the 1983 catalog. An estimated 7,500 
students were expected to take the inten­
sive writing course next year.

Gerhard Fonken, vice president for aca­
demic affairs and research, said Sunday 
that he had asked the 11 undergraduate 
deans to postpone the requirement. After 
consultation, the deans agreed, he said.

The postponement means the course will 
not be offered at all next year, said Joseph 
Kruppa, associate department chairman.

The action was revealed in a letter sent 
Friday to members of the Department of

‘The English department was 
unable to provide the number 
of courses and instructors re­
quired.’

—Gerhard Fonken

English by William Sutherland, department 
chairman.

The postponement could conceivably last 
until fall of 1986, the letter reports.

Sutherland's letter states that the 
course's original concept —  teaching stu­
dents to write in their own fields — has 
been undermined by students taking the 
sections that fit their schedules and not 
their disciplines.

This semester the department offered 82 
sections of E346 — Writing for Different

Disciplines. Sutherland said last week that 
the onslaught of students expected this fall 
would force the department to offer ap­
proximately 150 sections.

"The English department was unable to 
provide the number of courses and instruc­
tors required," Fonken said.

Grading standards are also a problem, 
the letter reports.

"Factoring out the sections taught by reg­
ular faculty, over 84% of the students last 
fall made A or B ," the letter states. "C lear­
ly, this is a course whose standards we do 
not understand or are not willing to en­
force."

Postponing the course will give the de­
partment time to review it and "try to fig­
ure out what to do," said Robert King, 
dean of the College of Liberal Arts

John Cook, a lecturer on a committee

overseeing the course, said I U6E has the 
ordinary problems any new course would 
have "It's  very, very new it hasn t had a 
chance to develop," he aid

Alan Gribben, associate professor, said 
he and many other fac ultv members are re 
lieved the course has been postponed 
"(The course) has massive problems and 
needs to be re thought, he said

Eliminating the course will mean that 
students could graduate from the I -niversi 
ty without taking an English composition 
course, English professors have said

Currently English 306 and 316K arc also 
required. But students cari place out of 
while 316 is a literature survey course

Wayne Rebhorn, professor of English, 
said the course should be eliminated be 
cause it is redundant other ourses with

substantial writing components are already
required

But halting the course also will mean that 
many lecturers will not be rehired to teach 
next year. Gribben said the professors 
would try to find suitable employment for 
the le c tu re r s  who would lose their jobs.

Kurt Heinzelman, associate professor, 
said the change would eliminate all lecturer
jobs

"Apparently the lecturers won't be in the 
English department next year,' Heinzel- 
man said "I don't think we will need any 
lecturers without 346K

Maurine McF.Iroy, undergraduate advis­
or, said she will not know whether to 
advise students to drop the course until she 
sees Sutherland's letter
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Sheriff’s deputy unharmed 
after kidnapping incident
Escaped felon charged with abduction of county law officer
By LIBBY AVERYT 
and P.J. SHUEY
Daily Texan Staff

A kidnapped Travis County sher­
iff's deputy was found Sunday, 
bound by her own handcuffs but 
unharmed, after a confused search 
involving officials from Austin, sur­
rounding counties and state law en­
forcement agencies.

Earl Ponder, 20, was charged 
with the aggravated kidnapping of 
Travis County Sheriff’s Deputy Jan­
ice White, 24.

At approximately 7:45 a.m. Sun­
day, White responded to a one-ve­
hicle accident at Yager Lane and IH 
35. White notified the Sheriff's De­
partment that she had seen a man 
she thought to be the driver 
hitchhiking south on Iff 35. White 
said she would pick up the man.

At 7:56 a.m. the Sheriff's Depart­
ment was notified by the Austin Po­
lice Department that the truck in the 
accident had been reported stolen. 
Austin police said that the driver 
could be Ponder, who had escaped 
from a McAlester, Okla., communi­
ty treatment center Feb. 11. The 
truck also had been reported stolen 
Feb. 11.

Ponder was serving an eight-year 
sentence for two armed robbery 
convictions.

White was not seen or heard from 
again until the National Guard dis­
covered her cruiser shortly after 3 
p.m. Sunday near Coupland, 25 
miles northeast of Austin.

Williamson County Sheriff's Dep­
uty J.R. Stinnett saw Ponder ap­
proximately 11:30 a.m. Sunday, 
walking along FM 1660, 1 V2 miles 
from the intersection of FM 1660 
and Texas 95.

Stinnett recognized Ponder from 
a description of the escaped convict 
from Oklahoma and arrested him 
on three charges of illegal posses­
sion of weapons, and one charge of 
possession of marijuana.

Ponder was carrying a .25-caliber 
automatic pistol, a .357 Magnum 
pistol and a lock-blade knife, Stin­
nett said.

Stinnett said he had not been no­
tified of Ponder's suspected in­
volvement in W hite's abduction.
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Janice White ... Travis County sheriffs deputy kidnapped Sunday
White was found approximately 3G 

hours later handcuffed under a 
bridge, 40 feet from her police cruiser.

A National Guard helicopter 
found W hite's cruiser in a dense 
cane field less than one hour after 
Gov. Mark White had enlisted the 
support of the Guard in the search.

Officer White was transported to 
Brackenridge Elospital, where she 
underwent a routine physical exam­
ination. White suffered bruises on 
the wrists and was discharged Sun­
day night.

White has been with the Sheriff's 
department for four years — 18 
months as a dispatcher and 2 V2 

years as a deputy.
After White was taken to Brack

enridge Elospital, more than a doz­
en officers from the Iravis County 
Sheriff's Department, the Austin 
Police Department, the Williamson 
County Sheriff's Department and 
the Department of Public Safety 
searched the area for White's dutv- 
issue gun, a Model 66 3S/-ca!iber 
pistol.

Officers said they believed Pond­
er threw the weapon in the cane 
field.

After thrashing through the 12- 
foot cane for one hour with no suc­
cess, Travis County deputies 
brought Ponder back to the area at 
approximately 5:30 p.m in a heli­
copter provided by K1VV-TV, 
Channel 36.

Ponder made a tossing motion

David Butow Special to the Texan 

Suspect Earl Ponder, 20, is flanked by two police officers near Coupland after his capture
i n t o  t h e  w e e d s  w ith his handcuffed ^  vi, vi, 1 . -ilitv said Ponder contractor, >n that same day -he 
hands, while officers continued to 
slash the cane, looking for the miss­
ing Run

After 30 minutes, officers em­
erged from the field without the 
weapon. Sheriff's deputies said 
they would cut the cane Monday 
and continue to search for the gun 

Joyce Jackson, spokeswoman for

the M» Ale-ter t *ctHty iid Ponder 
had been in the low security com­
munity treatment center sint e ( icto 
her He began serving his aimed 
robbery sentence in March of e ‘s> 
she said lackson ud the center has 
no walls or armed guards

Ponder received his paycheck 
Feb. 11, and was impeded of steal- 

a truck from his employer, a

said

Ponder then went south, Stinnett 
said buying weapons in Waco He 
said he was headed tor Mexico 
Stinnett said

Ponder remained in Travis Court* 
ty tail Sunday night on $15(1,(MO 
bail
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Westmoreland drops suit against CBS At a Glance

United Press International

NEW YORK —  Gen. William West­
moreland has withdrawn his $120 mil­
lion libel suit against CBS, the network 
announced Sunday.

CBS released an official statement say­
ing: "A t a news conference (Monday) 
Gen. William C. Westmoreland and CBS 
will jointly announce the discontinuance 
of the Westmoreland libel suit against 
C BS."

Jurors since Oct. 9 have been listening 
to federal court testimony that ranged 
from U.S. military officers and intelli­
gence analysts to television producer:, 
and editors.

Recent witnesses for the network have

supported its contention that Westmore­
land underestimated enemy troop 
strength in Vietnam, fearing "a political 
bom bshell."

Westmoreland, a retired four-star gen­
eral, contends he was "humiliated' by a 
CBS documentary that accused him of 
deliberately underestimating enemy 
troop strength to make it appear he was 
winning a war of attrition.

Cable News Network reported that 
Westmoreland has signed an agreement 
to drop the suit and that attorneys for 
both sides will meet with the judge in the 
case Monday morning.

CNN and The New York Times report­
ed that no money would be paid to West­

moreland by CBS, and there would no 
retraction or apology for the 90-minute 
broadcast.

Legal sources told CNN Westmore­
land's decision to drop the libel suit came 
after his attorneys told him that his case 
was falling apart."

A CBS affiliate reported that both sides 
would agree they had received a fair tri­
al, and that "CBS would not disavow the 
documentary "

After 18 weeks of testimony, the jury 
of six men and six women in the land­
mark $120 million libel suit were to have 
heard testimony from "60 Minutes' star 
Mike Wallace.

Wallace was the narrator of the CBS

documentary 'Hu? Uncounted Enemy 
Vietnam Deception

In response to a question iiom iuror 
U.S. District Judge Pierre 1 e\ 0 <n 
nounced last week that the tr ial  \ is 
peeled to end about March !

Leva I last week recessed the oiai 'or 
five days, so lawyers tor the netwo'i. 
could go to Washington D ( tor 1 hE 
line legal skirmish in the W e s t n m r e  >n !
( BS battle

Wallace, renowned tor his questioning 
on the popular CBS weekly broadcast 
"60 Minutes, is a co-defendant in the 
suit against CBS, along with documenta 
i v  producer George C r i l e  a n d  <<>nm , r 
CIA analyst Sam A d a m s ,  who was a con 
sultant on the broadcast.

Postal Rates Increase — Effective Feb 17 postage
1 or « first-class letter increased from 20 to 22 cents 

Post card rates in­
creased from 13 to 14
cents.

It has been more than 
three years since first-class 
rates were raised and ac­
cording to the Postal Ser­
vice the new rates and 
tees will increase postal 
revenues by $18  billion 
During fiscal 1984. the
Postal Service operated at 
a S240 6 million loss

Haydon’s doctors express optimism after surgery

World & Nation
Gemayel tours Sidon — President Amin Gemayel, in 

a trium phant tour of Sidon Sunday credited the honora­
ble guem lla  resistance movement with driving Israeli 
forces out of the region and restoring national dignity to
Lebanon Page 4

United Press International

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — Murray Haydon, 
a retired autoworker previously given 
only weeks to live, received the world's 
third permanent artificial heart Sunday 
in a trouble-free operation completed in
record time.

The surgical team headed by Dr. Wil­
liam C. DeVries spent three hours, 28 
minutes removing the failing heart of 
Haydon, 58, and replacing it with a twin 
of the Jarvik-7 heart that has kept Bill 
Schroeder alive since Nov. 25.

Lansing said the mechanical heart 
pumped at "a slow 50 beats per minute" 
and the pulse in Haydon's arms and legs 
was strong.

When asked how everything went, 
DeVries replied: "Perfect. It couldn t 
have gone better. It went just like we 
planned it."

"We'll wait for a couple of days for 
him to get over this and go for another 
one," DeVries said jokingly on a post­
surgery videotape played back by the 
hospital. Lansing has said Haydon must

be out of danger before a fourth implant 
is considered.

Dr. Robert Jarvik, developer of the pat­
ented device that bears his name, said he 
hoped the success would mean from 
now on, "there will always be a patient 
living with an artificial heart." He said he 
no longer considered the heart experi­
mental.

"In  this patient, this is a treatment, 
this is not a medical experiment," he 
said.

Havdon, who was considered too old 
tor a heart transplant, was rolled out of

the Humana Hospital Audubon opera 
ting room at 1(1 3(1 i m C SI and into an 
intensive care unit

"The heart is working pertectU ardi 
ac output is good his vita! signs are 
stable, and everything appears to he m 
great shape, said Humana spokesman 
George Atkins

Unlike Schroeder, who is a diabetic 
and Clark, who had suffered from lung 
problems, Haydon was m good health 
except tor the weakening heart muscles 
and kidney problems related to bis lack 
of nutrition

Weather
Unpack those bathing suits — The forecast for Aus­

tin and vicinity Monday calls for early morning clouds, 
fog. and light drizzle with an afternoon high in the mid- 
70’s P a g *  * 5
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