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Texas Independence Day to begin with traditional bang
By THANHHA LAI
Special to the Texan

T he Texas Ind ep end ence Day Celebration 
will be fired off by Sm okey the C annon at 
noon Friday, in keeping with the bang of the 
first U niversity celebration of the event.

In 1897, w hen UT President G .T . W instor 
refused to d ism iss classes March 2, a group of 
students stole a cannon from the Capitol and 
fired it dow n U niversity A venue. Now the 
sound of the cannon officially starts the fes
tivities.

M any other traditions since have been add
ed to the festival, m aking it a tightlv orga

nized cerem ony.
Suzanne Stout, Special Program Com m ittee 

chairm an and a physics senior, said the orga
nizers tried to spotlight the alum ni this year 
—  since it is the 100th anniversary of the Ex- 
Student A ssociation —  but could not because 
traditional activities would crowd it out.

T rad itio n a l p a rtic ip a n ts  in clu d e  the 
Longhorn Band, Alpha Phi O m ega with their 
2 ,775-square-foot Texas flag, the ROTC Color 
Guard and the Ex-Students' Association pres
ident —  this year Bob Dorsey.

This year UT President Peter Flawn has ac
cepted an invitation to speak during the cere
mony.

"W e  are very excited about th a t,"  Stout 
said. "T h is  is the first time ever for the UT 
president to sp e a k ."

The traditional UT toast, recited by the Spe
cial Event C om m ittee chairm an, will end the 
cerem ony. Cups of tea will be distributed in 
the Main and W est Malls, as the Tow er clock 
chim es "H ap p y  B irthd ay."

The cerem ony will take place in the South 
Mall from 11:50 a.m . until noon.

" I  hope it w on 't ra in ,"  Stout said. " I  can 
ju st see three m onths of work going dow n the 
tu b e s ."

But if it d oes rain, alternate plans have been 
m ade.

The cannon firing cerem ony will be in 
Hogg Auditorium  at the sam e time. The activ
ities in the W est Mall will relocate to any 
space they can find, Rom ano said.

" I f  it is just lightly raining, we will still have 
the fa ir ,"  said Debbie Romano, co-chair of 
SIC  and a com m unications senior. "B ut if it is 
pouring, I know the groups won't want stay 
out th e re ."

There are already som e contingency plans.
The Chili Cook-off, sponsored by Union 

D ining Service and Union Special Events 
C om m itee, will m ove from the Union patio to 
the Union Ballroom. The Urge will perform, 
and chili and beer will be sold.

Binzel’s star rising 
in astronomy field
By BRIAN EDWARDS
Daily Texan Staff

Richard Binzel, University gradu
ate student in astronom y, has an 
office near the top of Robert Lee 
Moore Hall —  16 floors from the 
earth. It's an appropriate location, 
because already Binzel is rising to 
the top as an astronom er.

In 1984, Binzel had an asteroid  
named after him. The honor came 
because of his work with light re
flection from asteroids. Recently, 
Binzel m ade a long-awaited obser
vation of an eclipse of the planet 
Pluto.

Observation of the eclipse con
firmed that a m oon, C haron, actual
ly orbited the faraway planet.

In the field of astronom y, these 
áre significant achievem ents. Yet 
Binzel is modest about his success, 
stressing the care he puts into his 
work.

"It's  a very slow, deliberate pro
ce ss ,"  the 26-year-old Binzel said. 
"Y o u  have to plan w hat type of ob
servations you 're going to make, go 
make them , and then go through  
the careful process of reducing the 
num bers to usable inform ation."

"T h e data processing often takes 
longer than the observing tim e,"  
Binzel said.

Proposals for observations must 
be planned well ahead of time in or
der to reserve use of the telescopes, 
Binzel said. The proposal must be 
subm itted, telescope time allocated 
and observations m ade, then the 
data m ust be analyzed.

Binzel said careful planning  
m eans "m o st of the time, things will 
work o u t."  But he said that is not

alw ays the case. It was not until his 
third try that he observed the 
eclipse of Pluto. Snow storm s had 
cut him off from the night sky on 
his first two attem pts.

Binzel grew up in a small Ohio 
town about 40 miles from Colum 
bus, where his parents still live. He 
said his parents were supportive of 
his interest in astronom y. "They  
would often take me to m eetings of 
the astronom y club before I had my 
driver's license," he said.

Binzel's interest in space goes be
yond astronom y. "I 'm  a real 'Star 
Trek' fan ," he said. "It's  a show of 
an era. It rem inds me of growing  
UP ”

But Binzel said he does not con
sider himself a science fiction fan. 
"I'm  very selective," he said. He 
said he likes som e of the works of 
A rthur C. Clarke and Isaac Asimov, 
and som e science fiction films. "I 
think the 'Star W ars' movies are 
great fun, good entertainm ent. But 
there's only a small portion of sci
ence fiction I really like."

A stronom ers often have to work 
quickly when an opportunity arises, 
Binzel said.

"W e'll have about three years to 
observe the eclipses of P lu to ," he 
said. "A fter that, things w on't line 
up correctly for another 124 y ears ."

Binzel still is w orking on a disser
tation, and he said it takes m ost of 
his tim e. He hopes to be out of 
school by the end of 1985. His 
dissertation concerns the formation 
and evolution of the asteroid belt, 
and it w as work on that project that 
won him an asteroid nam esake.

Stephen Reed, Daily Texan Staff

Richard Binzel, UT graduate student of astronomy, became a star by discovering Pluto’s moon.

Council
supports
E346K
decision
By ANDREA BEEBE
Daily Texan Staff

The postponem ent of English 
346K drew support from m ost m em 
bers of the C abinet of C ollege C ou n
cils, w hich is com posed of the p resi
d ents of UT college councils, in a 
special m eeting Thursday night.

Approxim ately 25 students a t
tended the m eeting.

M ichael W alker, pharm acy se n 
ior, said the postponem ent was ad 
mirable because the departm ent 
w as refusing to teach a course it ad 
m itted it "d o e sn 't have a grip o n ."

Pablo Sanchez, architecture sop h
om ore, said E 346K should be p o st
poned until the departm ent has "a  
handle on it."

George W ilkinson, m echanical 
engineering junior and president of 
the Student Engineering council, 
said he agreed that "th ere  are no 
victims, no heroes and no villains" 
in the situation. But he questioned 
the English departm ent's reluctance 
to teach com position to all Universi
ty students.

William Sutherland, chairm an of 
the D epartm ent of English, requ est
ed to speak before the council about 
the decision to postpone E 346K, 
said chairman C oby Chase, govern
m ent senior.

A panel of four English d ep art
ment m em bers addressed the cou n 
cil. They were Sutherland; Alan 
G rib b e n , a s s o c ia te  p ro fe sse d ; 
Wayne Rebhorn, professor; and 
W avne Lesser, associate professor.

E 346K —  W riting for D ifferent 
Disciplines —  becam e a require
ment in the 1983-1985 catalog. The 
substantial w riting course has never 
been offered on a full scale. It was 
indefinitely postponed as a requ ire
ment Feb. 15.

Lesser said that the d epartm ent 
had realized that students in com 
position courses write better w hen 
given a specific focus to write about. 
E 346K was designed to supply that 
focus, but stud ents often did not

register for the proper section for 
their degree. Lacking a focus, in 
structors united the class with 
grammar and vocabulary.

TEXAS UNION GENERAL STORE

GARAGE SALE
Saturday, March 2 

Texas Union Info Lobby 
11 am - 5 pm

Sale Item Orig. Price Sale Price Sale Item Orig. Price Sale Price

Sweats $1 -|49_j295 $ 7 5 0 Shirts > $495_$q95 $ 000

sleveless tops

Aerial Campus Poster

31" x 2 " — full color

Texas Notebooks
100 sheets, college ruled, 1 pocket

Texas Ballpoint Pens
10 per pack

$595

or

$ 0 2 9
i j r  each

(3 J7)
Poster Prints 000

*229

$199

$1

$1

49

19

UT Deals & Bumper Stickers 

UT Stationary
with seal

Stuffed Armadillos

$295

33<^
«(4„$1)
V2 price

$175

$095

★  Vidal Sassoon Shampoo & Conditioner
Travel Size s149 . 1 9 $

each


