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DAVE w ns bid to run sh tie system
Matthew Reeves
Daily Texan Staff

Capital Metro's board of directors has 
awarded DAVE Transportation a contract 
to run the I T  shuttle bus system despite a 
history of "union-busting" and some skep
ticism among board members over hiring 
the company.

Officials from local Amalgamated Transit 
Unions across the nation previously de
scribed DAVE as "umon-busters who are 
anti-union, anti-people, anti-employee and 
anti-worker." Before awarding the contract 
to DAVE, the board deadlocked twice amid 
drivers' concerns that the company would 
reduce their wages and benefits.

Howard Goldman, director of communi
cations at Capital Metro, said the board re
versed its decision about the company after 
hearing several recommendations.

"I can tell you that it was brought to their 
attention that there was a considerable 
number of people giving positive recom
m endations," he said. "There was was a 
fairly extensive amount of questions and 
answers, and they felt that DAVE would be 
able to do the job in a matter consistent 
with the requirements of the proposal."

DAVE, which is replacing Laidlaw Trans
it Inc. as Capital Metro's subcontractor, 
agreed to fulfill Laid law's labor contract 
through 1992. Laidlaw received intense crit
icism during fall 1990 and spring 1991 from 
a Students' Association committee investi

gating numerous allegations of safety and 
maintenance problems

Tim C o l l i n s ,  vice-president and regional 
manager for DAVE, said the employees will 
not suffer pay reductions or any other ad
verse changes.

"W e'll do everything we can to make the 
transition as smooth as possible," he said. 
"Everyone who had a job is certainly going 
to have an opportunity for another job ."

Carlos Galvan, a member of local Amal
gamated Transit Union 5049, said the 
agreement dispelled some of his fears about 
DAVE. "They [DAVE] can't change the pay 
and there are some new benefits that will 
be starting in August dealing with health 
insurance that they will have to honor," he 
said.

"If they work with the labor union that's 
a good -tart," Galvan added.

David Ritchie, member of the Students' 
Association Shuttle Bus Committee, also 
said the labor contract was the committee's 
major concern about DAVE

"DAVE has repeatedly assured us that 
they would incorporate the current contract 
completely," he said "The only concern 
we ever had was that the union is happv."

In addition, out of the eight companies 
who bid for the contract, DAVE w a s  the 
only one that inspected the shuttles servic
ing the University. "They are very young 
and energetic They are the onlv ones who 
came here and rode the buses right up to 
tht top management," Ritchie said.

Goldman said DAVE's decision to honor 
the labor contract was a major factor in per
suading the Capital Metro administration 
to recommend the company.

"W e feel that they will be very sensitive 
to the needs of the drivers," he said. "  Ihev 
[DAVE] committed to nut make changes to 
the local team without Capital Metro's ap
proval or accept new projects that would 
negatively impact their corporate support."

Collins said his company will begin serv
ing students  during late registration in 
August.

"The students should observe the same 
product," he said. "The routes are going to 
be the same, the schedules will be the 
same, and the buses will be the sam e."

Kuwaiti elections 
I ianned next year

Associated Press

KUWAIT CITY — Kuwait's emir on Sun
day set a date of October 1992 for parliamen
tary elections, but the opposition said 16 
months was too long to wait, and demanded 
earlier balloting.

In his decree setting the election date, the 
emir, Sheik Jaber al-Ahmed al-Sabah, also 
announced the reconvening next month of 
the National Council, a bodv the opposition 
says is unconstitutional.

The White House had no immediate com
ment on the emir's decree, spokesman John 
Herrick said Sunday. The United States had 
pressed the Kuwaiti government to hold 
elections early next year.

Foot-dragging on democratic reforms by 
the Kuwaiti government could prove embar
rassing to the Bush administration, in light of 
critics' complaints that the U.S. military and 
other allied forces were deployed at great 
cost to restore what is essentially a feudal 
system.

The opposition, which had already an
nounced plan- for a protest this week — its 
first — quickly objected to the election date.

"The al-Sabahs don't want democracy, 
they want a facade of democracy with a doc
ile parliament that will act as a rubber 
stamp," said Abdullah Nibari, a leader of the

“The al-Sabahs don’t want de
mocracy, they want a facade of 
democracy with a docile parlia
ment that will act as a rubber 
stamp.”

—  Abdullah N ibari, 
Kuwaiti D em ocratic Forum leader

Kuwaiti Democratic Forum, one of seven op
position groups.

At least one opposition leader said the late 
date was meant to give the ruling al-Sabah 
family time to alter election laws.

"They want to change the election law to 
make a parliament they like," said Ahmed 
Bakr, a leader of the Islamic Caucus and a 
deputy from the parliament that was dis
solved bv the emir in 1986.

The parliament and the free press were 
suspended after both accused royal family 
members of financial mismanagement and 
inefficiency.

The decree, as translated bv the official 
Kuwaiti News Agency, said the decision on 
the timing of the elections was in response to 
"conditions after the brutal Iraqi aggres-

Piease see Kuwait, page 2

Gribben quits amid 
department; debate
Francine Bosco
Daily Texan Staff

A song of Hope
Susanne Mason/Daily Texan Staff

Acclaimed UT music professor and opera singer Jess Walters Marathon Saturday. The benefit raised a record $6,800 for AIDS 
performed Shortnin Bread  at the third annual Chamber Music Services of Austin.

A controversial professor who criticized 
proposed changes in the English 306 syllabus 
is giving up his tenured position and moving 
to a smaller school outside Texas because he 
says he feels ostracized and persecuted for 
sticking to his beliefs.

Alan Gribben, professor of English at the 
University for the last 17 years, resigned ear
lier this month and will head the English and 
Philosophy Department at Auburn Universi
ty at Montgomery, Ala., in the fall.

Gribben said that colleagues in the UT 
English Department started to shun him in 
1987 after he voted against implementing a 
master's degree in ethnic and Third World 
literature.

"I was one of the first to teach Wharton 
and I've heard me described as sexist. I've

championed civil rights and because of the 
vote in December 1987 I've been designated 
as racist," he said.

However, some faculty members think 
Gribben is trving to portray himself as a vic
tim because his views are not the dominant 
ones.

"The English Department reflects debates 
going on nationwide. I actually find what 
Gribben is doing is appropriating the rhetoric 
of dissent," said Barbara Harlow, associate 
professor of English. "I find it peculiar when 
people of power choose to represent them
selves as victims."

Gribben and other critics had charged that 
the proposed changes in the English 306 syl
labus would 'politicize" the curriculum. But 
proponents of the reform said the syllabus 
would still emphasize writing skills while in
cluding readings on race, gender and other

Please see Gribben. page 2

Journalism chairman 
resigns from position
Diane Smith
Daily Texan Staff

The chairman of the Department 
of Journalism announced Friday 
that he will step down from the post 
Sept. I to devote more time to re
search work.

Maxwell McCombs explained Sat
urday that holding the Jesse Jones 
Centennial Chair in Communication 
for six years left him little time for 
research. He plans to continue 
working and teaching at the Univer
sity.

McCombs said his decision to 
step down was not influenced by 
the recent threat to the depart
ment's accreditation

An accreditation council commit
tee, saying the department lacked 
strong leadership and had a poor 
student advising system, recently 
recommended that the Department 
of Journalism's accreditation be low
ered to provisional status. The Na

tional Association of Blaik Journal
ists also criticized the low minority 
representation among the depart
ment's faculty.

But the full Accrediting Council 
on Education in Journalism and 
Mass Communications voted 18-4 to 
maintain the department's accredi
tation.

Robert Jeffrey, dean of the C ol- 
lege of Communication, said ht 
supported McCombs' plans I 
think it was his decision [to step 
down as chairman] — I always trv 
to support *he decision^ of the ad
ministrators and faculty," he said

Jeffrey said he hoped to find an 
interim replacement by July 1 from 
within the department. The duties 
of the chairman include identifying 
and recommending new tacultv 
members and making recommenda
tions on salary increases

McCombs said he plans to devote 
his time and energy to studying

Please see McCombs, page 2
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Greens rate legislation average
David Loy
Daily Texan Staff

Environm ental groups gave 
mixed reactions last week to the 
lexas Legislature's work this past 
session to protect the state's land, 
water and air, giving lawmakers 
poor marks in the areas of clean air 
and nuclear waste

In a report released Thursday, a 
coalition of nine groups dedicated 
to protecting thv environment re
sponded negatively to a bill that es- 
t iblishes a brief moratorium on haz- 
ardous waste incinerators and a 
resolution that expresses lawmak
ers' support for plutonium manu
facturing at a plant in Amarillo.

"1 lay the blame at the feet of the 
Houst and their willingness to cave 
in to massive pressure from the 
chemical and waste industry lob
by ' said Brigid Shea, program di
rector of Texas Clean Water Action.

What happened to this hazardous 
v aste moratorium bul is the best ex
ample of why we need tough ethics 
reform to curb the influence of the 
lobby."

What happened was a move by 
the House to reduce the time of the 
moratorium from two years to four 
months. The coalition said the 
shortened time will squeeze the 
public out of the process of estab
lishing new rules for incinerators

Also weakened in the approved 
legislation was a "bad actor" provi
sion to deny permits to companies 
that have a history of environmental 
violations. The approved language 
requires the lexas Water Commis
sion to "find that the violation is 
significant and the permit holder or 
applicant has not made a substantial 
attempt to correct the violation."

Shea said that since most enforce
ment cases are settled with the per
mit holder not admitting to the vio
lations but agreeing to pay the fine 
it will be extremely difficult tor the 
TWC to find a significant violation.

Of the plutonium resolution, the 
coalition — made up of Texas Clean 
Water Action, Texas Environmental 
Defense Fund, The Chemical C on
nection, the American Lung Associ
ation of Texas, Texans United, Pub
lic Citizen, Consumers Union, 
Texas Citizen Action and the Lone

Star Chapter of the Sierra c iub — 
said mining of the radioactive ele
ment should not go on in Amarillo 
because it is one of the nation's ma
jor farming and ranching areas.

The environmental coalition gave 
positive marks to lawmakers work 
in the areas of oil pollution and spill 
response, recycling preservation of 
coastal and wetland regions and 
water quality.

The groups lauded a bill spon
sored by Rep. Ron Lewis,, D-Mau- 
riceville, which would allow the 
1 egislature to create ground-water 
districts in areas that face water 
shortages or pollution, saying the 
bill increases voters ability to pre
serve their water supply.

Despite the criticism, Rep. Sherri 
Greenberg, D Austin, called the en
vironmental work of the 72rd Legis
lature a success.

Greenberg, along with Sen. Gon
zalo Barrientos, D-Austin, authored 
a bill protecting the environmental
ly sensitive Barton Creek watershed 
bv clarifying a municipality's au
thority to regulate development
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>onans VZZ/K
C h ica g o  S t y l e d  D e e p  P a n

2606 Guadalupe 476-1981

Don’t Let 
TheGRE 

Psyche You Out
14. If x pe~[ y  « - — wfaen x * 0 , what

is the value of 4 3 7

(A) 8
(B) 10 
(O  12
(D) 28
(E) 40

f  STANLEY H. KAPLAN
Take Kaplan O r Take Your Chances

We offer prep courses for the PSAT, SAT, ACT, LSA Í,
GMAT, GRE and Mi AT tests at over 150 locations worldwide.

CLASSES FORMING NOW!
CALL 472-E X A M  ____

Open Mon.-Sat.
Until 1:30 at night
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American Dream Cards 
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Baseball. Basketball Football.
Hockey Cards. Supplies and more1 
Classic Van Poppei & ■ ■  
Dressendorfer Rookie $6
L Dobie Mall 2nd Floor 472-2805^

♦ A DOZEN ROSES
J ^ 9 . 9 5 C a s h *  C arry

Casa Verde Florist
♦ 451-0691  Daily Specials
t  FTD •  4501  Guadalupe •  On UT Shuttle Rt.

HOUR
EMERGENCY

CARE
CLOSE TO UT!

St. David’s 
Emergency Center 

is part of Austin’s most 
comprehensive medical 

center. In any emergency, 
health care professionals and 
state-of-the-art equipment 

are available 
around-the-clock.

We’re conveniently located 
close to UT, just west of IH-35 

on 32nd street. So quality 
health care is always nearby.

Call 397-4239.

Koenig

35th

Gribben
Continued from page 1
issues of "difference."

Gribben said the heated debate 
surrounding the class was both the 
peak of his ostracism and the point 
at which he decided to look for em 
ployment elsewhere.

He said he opposed the changes 
to the syllabus not because they in
cluded controversial topics, but be
cause they presented one-sided ar
gum ents of the issues.

"I decided I was going to leave 
and that gave me the strength to op
pose E306. The first year I looked 
for a job I still hoped. I felt if people 
w eren't wild about the politicization 
of E306,1 thought there 'd  be hope. "

The English Departm ent voted 
46-11 in favor of the chánges last 
September. However, the seven- 
member committee charged with 
creating the new syllabus resigned 
in February, protesting the adm inis
tration's "indifference" and the mis
representation of the course's p u r
pose by opponents.

Joseph Kruppa, chairman of the 
English D epartm ent, appointed a 
new committee to work out a com
promise proposal. O n May 3, the 
English faculty passed 30-0 a new 
syllabus, which em phasizes style, 
grammar and rhetoric but includes a 
broad range of reading materials.

"It is still a course in rhetoric and 
expository writing. It focuses on ar
gum entation and will cover a wide 
range of issues from euthanasia to 
discrim ination," Kruppa said Satur
day.

Gribben said he thinks the new 
syllabus is good and only wishes 
the debate could have been resolved 
earlier.

"The new syllabus has a range of 
readings with attention to style and 
grammar. It is still 'politically cor
rect' but that's not the question. I he 
question was shouldn 't the student 
have instruction on gramm ar and 
writing skills," he said.

The focal point of the syllabus 
was the reason Gribben opposed 
the initial changes. He said he is not 
opposed to teaching literature by 
women and minorities, but that he 
felt a freshmen composition course 
should focus on rhetoric and com
position rather than on content of 
reading materials.

"The fact of the m atter is, I'm lib
eral in every respect. I'm academi
cally conservative if that m eans 
thinking a required composition 
course for those who d idn 't do well 
on the SAT should have an editing 
log in it,"  he said.

Because of his opposition to the 
initial proposed changes, Gribben 
said he has been the target of hate 
mail, character assassinations and 
isolation. He said the faculty be
came so intolerant of a dissenting 
member that they designated him 
"as a thing to abhor."

Gribben said he wrote letters to 
Kruppa dating back to 1987 asking 
the chairman to address the prob
lems, but he never received a reply.

Kruppa refused to comment Sat
urday on the letters and Gribben s 
resignation.

Some faculty members agree that 
Gribben was a target of alienation 
by the "politically correct. "

"It seems to me that he has been 
ostracized by a vast majority of the 
departm ent," said James Duban, 
professor of English.

McCombs
Continued from page 1

agenda-setting, a field he helped pi
oneer. He said research in the field 
centers on "new s coverage of public 
issues and how it influences the 
public's perception of what are the 
im portant issues of the day."

The term was coined in 1972 and 
since then it has expanded into a 
major subfield. Approximately 200 
different studies in the United 
States and W estern Europe have 
been conducted on the subject, 
McCombs said.

"Next vear is the 20th anniversary 
[of this area of study], so it is a parti- 
culary salient year for m e," he ad d 
ed

Jeffrey said he looks forward to 
McCombs becoming involved once 
again with research program s w ith
in the departm ent.

Kuwait
Continued from page 1

sion."
Iraq seized the emirate on Aug. 2, 

and allied forces drove Iraqi troops 
out in late February. During the oc
cupation, the Iraqis plundered and 
terrorized Kuwait.

The governm ent had said earlier 
it would hold the parliam entary 
vote sometime in 1992, but that it 
did not want to risk the possibility 
of a divisive election while the coun
try is rebuilding.

The opposition, however, says 
the governm ent does not want any
one else overseeing the granting of 
an estim ated $14 billion in recon
struction contracts.

38th
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EXAM S •  CONTACTS •  GLASSES 
■ 1904  GUADALUPE (BANK ONE MALL • PARK FREE BANK ONE LOT) 4 7 6 -1 0 0 0

Offering the latest in contact lens technology...At affordable prices.

s tm v iD S
TTie Choice.

St. David’s Health Care System 
\ St. David’s Hospital, St.David’s Pavilion,J 
\  St. David's Rehabilitation Center 

1H35 at 32nd Street

S2000 OFF ALL 
SUNGLASSES

FEATURING

A *  NOT VALID WITH 
OTHER DISCOUNTS

s u n g la s s e s  b t  
BAUSCH & LOMB
The world s finest sunglasses'"

Metals 3 9 ”  w coupon 
W ayfare r 3 9 ” w coupon

OFFER VALID WITH COUPON THRU 6-30-91

GLASSES
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE

BUY SIGNATURE FRAME WITH LENSES 
AND RECEIVE A VALUE LINE FRAME WITH 
LENSES FREE!
•  DOCTOR S PRESCRIPTION REQUIRED
•  EXAMS AVAILABLE AT OUR OFFICE .

! e x t r "a  b o n u s
ADD TINT, UV COAT &

I SCRATCH RESISTANT COAT
TO EITHER PAIR FOR

$ 2 9 .0 0  (REGULAR $45 00)

OFFER VALIO WITH COUPON THRU 6-30-91

2 pr Glasses
or

2 pr Contact Lenses
or

1 pr of Each
s89°°

CIBA Soft Contact Lenses
2 pr s9 9 00

•  Doctors Prescription Required
•  Exams available at our office
•  B&L Sofspin or Soffmate B Contact Lenses
•  Selected Frames

OFFER VALID WITH COUPON THRU 6-30-91

SM

for the summer 
at the

uXiie CastiCicM
SERVING AWARD WINNING  

MEALS 5 DAYS 
A WEEK

$250/For Only ¿ J U /  Session
15 meals a week 
Monday thru Friday

or
10 or 20 meal ticket plans

or
individual meal tickets available daily.

— Featuring —

•  All U-Can-Eat M eals
•  Expanded Salad Bar
•  Fresh Baked Goods
•  Newly Remodeled Cafeteria

lik e  Castifiiaw
2323 San A ntonio •  478-^811
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