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Writer backs humanities
By JOE YONAN
D aily  Texan Staff

Humanities students must keep 
a sense ol hum or to tight the. 
trend toward specialized educa
tion, University graduate and 
well-known author Willie Morris 
said 1'hursdav.

I think a sense of hum or is cru
cial to lift',' M o r r is  told about 60 
Plan II Honors Program students 
and visitors as part of their Fa l l  
Colloquiu m.

The colloquium, "The Chal
lenge of Humanities,” is a one- 
hour course designed and orga
nized by a panel of Plan II 
students and faculty.

M o r r is ,  a 1L*56 University grad
uate, advised students how to 
make use of a humanities educa
tion.

"You shouldn 't  be afraid of soli
tude, he said. "Learn from your 
own solitude. I rv to learn to un
derstand nonsense, in whatever 
form it takes whenever it comes 
your wav."

While at the University, Morris 
was Daily Texan editor in 1956-57. 
Later, he was ¡exas Observer and

I¡arper's editor.
Morris, currently a University 

of Mississippi lecturer, h a s  writ
ten several books and stories 
about his boyhood in Mississippi, 
but his most famous book is 
North Toward Home, a reflection 
on his years in Mississippi, Texas 
and New York.

Morris said he toured universi
t ie s  and lectured to students while 
he was Harper's editor. Those vis
its, in the late 1960s, sometimes 
resulted in confrontations with re
bellious students whose slogan 
was, "D on 't trust anyone over 
30," he said.

O n one of those visits, a stu
dent asked him what he thought 
of the slogan.

'I don 't  trust anyone under 
30. They're self-righteous and 
they lack a sense of history,' I told 
him ," Morris said. "Then I said, 'I 
don 't  trust anyone over  30 either 

they're self-righteous in a dif
ferent way.'

"Then the student said, 'Well, 
how old are vou?' 'I 'm 30,' 1 told 
him," Morris said.

Morris also told of a time in

Willie Morris ... talks to students

London when he escorted, in a 
taxi, poet Robert Frost to a Rhodes 
Scholar speech.

"We got in this London taxi, 
and he asked me, 'Where are you 
from?' I said, 'Mississippi.' He 
said, 'That's the worst state in the 
union I said, 'I don 't  know about 
that — it produced a lot of good 
writers. ' He said, 'Hell, that's be
cause nobody down there can 
read,’ " Morris said.

Gribben claims coverage biased
By KEEFE BORDEN
Daily Texan Staff

An 1 nglish Department repre
sentative asked The Daily Texan for 
more balanced and fair coverage of 
recent department changes during a 
Texas Student Publications Board of 
Operating Trustees meeting Thurs
day night.

Alan Gribben, associate professor 
of English, said articles concerning 
the recent proposal from the Eng
lish 346K committee give the im
pression English faculty members 
are unsatisfied with the committee's 
proposal. He said most faculty 
members support the proposal.

The proposal abolishes E 306, a 
freshman rhetoric course, during 
the long semesters but still requires 
all students to earn credit for the 
course. Students can place out of 
the class or take it at another univer
sity, during the sum m er or through 
UT extension. The proposal formed 
three new lower division English 
courses while abolishing E 306.

"We would ask the Texan to be
gin to pay attention to three courses 
we have put together with a great 
deal of care," said Gribben.

Gribben also asked the Texan to 
publish the entire proposal. "The

Iexan  seems to be obsessed with 
the convenience of the students,” 
he said. "We ask for a more bal
anced reporting."

"Constant criticism of a single de
partment is not fair when it has 76 
very talented professors in it who 
are doing their best to instruct the 
kinds of courses that they are calling 
for."

Gribben said the English faculty 
has been cooperative with Texan re
porters who have called with ques
tions.

"The Texan simply must come 
around to recognize its responsibili
ty not only to the students, but to 
the kinds of concerns we've had 
about academic excellence," Grib
ben said.

"N o department in the College of 
Communication would suffer the 
daily scrutiny and ongoing vitu
peration that the English faculty 
and administration have recently 
endured ,"  Gribben wrote in a letter 
to the board.

Texan news editor Jeff Crosby de
fended Texan coverage of the

events, saying it has been balanced.
"A close examination of stories 

we have run will show that The Dai
ly Texan has devoted more space to 
the E 346K committee's argum ents 
than to its opposition," Crosby said.

Texan editor Russell Scott said he 
was not against publishing the com
mittee's entire proposal if requested 
by the English Department.

"I can't recall being asked directly 
to put the proposal in print," Scott 
said.

Joe Kruppa, associate chairman of 
the English departm ent and chair
man of the committee that wrote the 
proposal, said the proposal was of
fered to the Texan when  a reporter 
called for background information. 
He said he was told the departm ent 
would have to buy an advertise
ment if they wanted the entire p ro
posal printed.

In other business, the board ap
proved the recommendation from 
the Executive Committee to raise 
the budget for U tm ost magazine 
from $11,330 to $13,480, a 16 per
cent raise.
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