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Geneva talks fail to relieve threat of war
Associated Press

GENEVA — Secretary 
of State James Baker 
and Iraqi Foreign Minis
ter Tariq Aziz met for 
six hours on W ednes
day but failed to defuse 
the Persian Gulf crisis 
that threatens war in 

the Middle East. "The time for talk is run
ning out," Baker said.

President Bush, in Washington, accused

■ Related Persian Gulf crisis coverage, 
page 16.

the Iraqis of "a total stiff-arm, a total re
buff," and refused to rule out launching the 
first attack if Iraq doesn't withdraw from 
Kuwait by next Tuesday's deadline set by 
the United Nations.

Aziz blamed the United States for the cri
sis and said, "We will not yield to threats" 
demanding Iraqi withdrawal from Kuwait.

Baker said the United States and its allies 
possess the "power and the will" to evict 
Iraqi forces, and som e members of Con

gress said the outcome of the talks would 
make it easier for Bush to win congression
al backing for such action.

The standoff in Switzerland seemed to 
leave U.N. Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar as the man with the best chance 
for forging a peaceful solution. He said he 
would leave Thursday for Baghdad on a 
journey blessed in advance by both Bush 
and Aziz.

The Baker-Aziz talks were the first high- 
level discussions between the two nations 
in the five months since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. The two men sat across a blue-

draped hotel conference table, with the 
world eagerly awaiting the outcome of their 
conversations.

Oil prices fell sharply in early trading as 
word spread that the talks had not broken 
apart abruptly, then soared within  
moments of Baker's pessimistic report of 
his session. Stock prices moved in the other 
direction — climbing as the talks wore on 
and plunging after Baker's statement.

In the Saudi Arabian desert, across the 
border, from Iraq's occupying army, the 
massive American military force went 
about its business. Bush has ordered more

than 400,000 troops into the region, backed 
by sophisticated aircraft, a huge armada 
and hundreds of tanks.

Aziz, whose nation invaded Kuwait last 
summer, pledged it would not attack first 
in the current crisis. But, in the event of a 
war, he said Iraq would "absolutely yes" 
attack Israel.

Bush, asked if he would make the same
commitment, answered curtly, "No."

"It's not too late" to resolve the crisis 
short of war, he said, but added that he
was discouraged by the day's events.

FMLN unit may 
have shot pilots
Diane Smith
Daily Texan Staff

Rebel leaders in El Salvador ac
knowledged W ednesday that one of 
their military units may be responsi
ble for the deaths of two U.S. sol
diers, who allegedly were executed 
after being pulled from the wreck
age of their clowned helicopter.

In a communique released by the 
guerrilla organization Farabundo 
Marti para la Liberacion Nacional, 
via the Committee in Solidarity with 
the People of El Salvador, in Wash
ington, D.C., the FMLN announced  
it had placed two members of a mili
tary unit under arrest on charges of 
suspicion of murdering prisoners of 
war.

Furthermore, the rebels reiterated 
their contention that the helicopter 
was shot down legitimately because
the aircraft was flying through a 
combat zone, prepared to attack, 
and constituted a provocation.

Also, the statement notes the 
FMLN s policy of "upholding the

principles of respect to life, prison
ers of war, and the civilian popula
tion.

"Any conscious premeditated act 
which has not respected that policy 
has been treated as a crime and 
[those responsible] will be punished 
severely."

The statement concludes, "this 
incident [the death of the Ameri
cans] carries grave implications for 
the reputation of the National Army 
for Democracy and of the FMLN."

Richard Gifford, a member of the 
UT chapter of CISPES, said execut
ing prisoners is not condoned bv ei
ther CISPES or the FMLN.

"If a true crime was committed, 
we don't condone it. It's not FMLN 
policy. It's an isolated incident," he 
said.

Gifford compared the way the 
FMLN has chosen to handle allega
tions that they are responsible for 
the Americans' deaths and the U.S. 
government's investigation of the 
death of six Jesuit priests.

Please see FMLN, page 2

Robert Young watches as Johnny Ressler demonstrates his skill at “Race game as addictive.’’ Young and Rassler are residents of Sun Francisco
Drivin’ ”at Le Fun Video Arcade, 2200 Guadalupe St. Both describe the visiting friends in Austin.

Then Liberal Arts Dean Standish Meacham was chosen two years 
go, other faculty members received serious consideration, making 
lem possible contenders for the job Meacham has relinquished.

Frank Bean,
Professor of Sociology 
Bean has been away from the 
University on leave for two years, but 
UT President William Cunningham 
selected him to chair a new 
committee on undergraduate life that 
will address many of the issues a new 
dean would face.

Betty Sue Flowers, 
former director of Plan II 
A respected author and professor of 
English, Flowers has stepped down 
from her position as director of Plan 
II and apparently wants to spend 
some time away from administration.
In addition to her job heading Plan n ,  
Flowers did double duty as associate 
dean of graduate studies for some 
time. ________________

Donald Foss,
Psychology Department Chairman 
Foss is the only person on the list who still 
holds an administrative position, and has 
taken an active role in campus issues. He 
has joined other psychology faculty in 
campaigning against possible drug-testing | 
at the University, as well as signing the 
”Statement of Academic Concern" 
opposing the multicultural revision of E 
306.

Liberal Arts Likelies Liberal arts dean decides to resign
David Loy
Daily Texan Staff

The dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts announced Tuesday that he 
would resign from the position "by 
the end of the summer at the lat
est," because of "personal rea
sons," after serving only two years 
in the post.

"I just came to an understanding 
that this was what I had to do," 
Standish Meacham said on W ednes
day.

Meacham was named by UT Pres
ident William Cunningham as dean 
of the college in June 1989 and was 
only the second dean since the col
lege's 1979 inception. That followed 
the retirement of Robert King, who 
held the position for 10 years.

More than 12,000 students, repre
senting 25 percent of the student 
population, are enrolled in the Col
lege of Liberal Arts — the largest of 
14 UT colleges and schools. Meac
ham refused to speculate on a re
placement.

In a statement released by Cun
ningham W ednesday, he stated 
that, "It is with regret that I accept 
Dr. Meacham's resignation. He has 
made many outstanding contribu
tions to the University and has 
served the institution with dedica
tion and distinction for many years 
as professor, department chairman 
and dean. I greatly appreciate his

Major NCAA reforms draw fire
Craig M. Douglas
Daily Texan Staff

Big-time college athletics isn't so 
big-time anymore.

A powerful movement initiated 
bv the President's Commission has 
resulted in several sweeping re
forms in college athletics at the 
NCAA convention in Nashville, 
Tenn., over the strong objections of

many coaches and athletic directors. 
As a result of measures passed 

Wednesday morning, as many as 70 
institutions could lose their NCAA 
Division I status unless they make a 
stronger financial commitment to 
men's and women's sports other 
than football and basketball. Also 
passed was a President's Commis
sion-sponsored proposal that cuts 
available athletic scholarships by 10 
percent.

While W ednesday's proceedings 
were considered shocking, the 
hangman's first visit came on Tues
day.

Among the startling changes 
passed Tuesday by' overwhelming 
margins were the abolition of athlet
ic dormitories, cuts in coaching 
staffs in many sports including foot
ball and basketball, and the elimina-

Please see NCAA, page 5

Study finds fault in minority recruitment
Michael Casey
Daily Texan Staff

UT falls from second to third in nationwide ranking 
of new National Merit Scholars enrolled, page 7

A study published last month by the Atlanta-based 
Southern Regional Education Board offers statistical 
proof for what minority student leaders at the Universi
ty have been claiming for months: that black students 
"often feel a sense of alienation on predominantly 
white campuses and question the commitment of white 
administrators to their success."

The study, conducted on 20 historically black and 20 
predominantly white institutions in the South among

4,500 students, determined that only 52 percent of 
black students on white campuses said they would 
choose the same school it they had to make the choice 
again."

Moreover, while "43 percent agree that the adminis
tration on this campus makes a genuine effort to recruit 
black students ... barely 20 percent agree that institu
tions make a sincere effort to recruit and retain black

Please see Recruit, page 5

leadership and support, and 1 look 
forward to our continued associa
tion."

Before leaving as dean, Meacham 
announced plans to "continue to 
work to promote the programs and 
policies that I believe are important 
for the future of the college and the 
University."

"There is a strong commitment 
among the faculty to undergraduate 
teaching," he said. "One thing 1 
want to put in place before I leave is 
a stronger system of teacher evalua
tion and teaching rewards."

Meacham said other policies in
clude the continuing use of exit sur
vey's and the establishment of a fel
lowship to give semesters off for 
research to assistant professors who 
"knock themselves out" teaching so 
that they may contend with other 
instructors. Lie added that instruc
tor promotions "could and should 
promote largely on the basis o f  con
tinuing excellence in teaching."

"One of the most interesting 
changes [during the past two years] 
has been the renewed conscious
ness on the part of everyone on the 
importance of taking student con
cerns about their education serious
ly," Meacham said.

He said that the 23 new faculty 
positions in the College of Liberal 
Arts can be attributed to student 
outcry. ' Students have the right to 
expect a decent undergrate educa
tion and they have articulated that

INSIDE THE 
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Even with a huge loss in the Cotton 
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Dean Standish Meacham resigns,

right very clearly and effectively 
he said.

In a controversial move last Julv 
Meacham announced his decision  
to postpone a disputed new curricu
lum for English 306.

In a news release at that tune, he 
stated that the postponement was 
necessary "to address concerns and 
m isu n d erstan d in gs about the 
course expressed yvith the I niversi- 
ty community

When asked about his current 
stance on multiculturalism, he said 
"1 will continue to push for minority 
faculty recruitment. In the prelimi-

narv stage, things look good.
"This whole question of what it 

means to be a multiracial or multi
cultural university is very exciting," 
he added. "By the year 2000, 80 per
cent of public students will be stu
dents of color. You have to think 
about what that means for this uni
versity."

The selection of Meacham for the 
deanship la-4 June concluded a 
nine-month search that included
consideration of three candidates 
outside the University and three 
within the College of Liberal Arts — 
Frank Bean, professor of sociology; 
Bettv Sue Flowers, outgoing Plan 11 
Honors Program director; and Don
ald Foss, chairman of the Depart
ment of Psychology.

.After returning from a two-vear 
leave, Bean was named in N ovem 
ber to chair the Committee on the 
UndergraduateEx p e r i e n c e .

Foss refused to speculate on a re
p la c e m e n t  for Meacham. ' 1 haven t 
thought about it," he said. "I only 
learned about it [Tuesday].’

Flowers was out of the country 
and could not be reached for com 
ment.

Blair Dancy, president of the Lib
eral Arts Council, said Meacham s 
resignation was a loss to the col
lege He was an incredible dean,"

Blair would not speculate on 
Meacham's replacement but said he 
thought a new dean would be se
lected from within the college.

TEX unable to compensate 
for class availability woes
Rebecca Stewart
Daily Texan Staff

Although a UT official said the 
mechanics of the Telephone Enroll
ment Exchange system or TEX. 
have suffered few major problems 
during spring enrollment, a student 
leader charged that class availability 
continues to plague students.

"The basic system is working just 
fine," said Mike Allen, associate re 
gistrar. The majority of problems 
according to Allen, have arisen out 
of student error in not reading or 
understanding the instructions not 
in class availability.

The sy stem, which can receive up 
to 120 calls at a time, ha- already 
registered 44.000 students, accept
ing approximately 22,000 calls Mon
day and 1 uesday of this week.

"For -tudents to be able to get the 
classes they want, they need to reg
ister early during the first period in 
November I give marginal ciVdibili

“Last semester it only 
took me 10 minutes to 
register, but this time it 
took 45 minutes.”

L isa Campos, 
speech freshman

t\ to the argument tor students who 
have to register late because of fi
nancial difficulties There are plenty 
of tuition loans available,' Allen 
said

However, David Ritchie, gradu
ate school representative to the Stu
dent Assembly countered that a 
significant num ber of students are 
affected bv the unavailability oi 
funds at the time of the earlv regi- 
tration period

Ihev  [the administration] don't 
know the reality of what the poor 
student taces These guvs don't un-

Please see Re gistration, page 2


