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Audit uncovers debt of UT System auxiliaries
By STEVE VINSON
Daily Texan Staff

Auxiliary enterprises throughout the UT 
System owe the state more than $2.9 million for 
utility bills paid by their universities rather than 
by the auxiliary enterprises themselves, letters 
from the state auditor to the 14 System colleges 
state.

Auxiliary enterprises are those organizations 
that are expected to pay their own way, such as 
the Texas Union. The organizations are not allow
ed to spend money appropriated by the 
Legislature.

According to the letters made public Monday, 
which highlight the state auditor s findings from 
the fiscal 1979 audit, the University’s auxiliary 
enterprises owe more than $1.5 million in back 
utility bills. The largest single charge for the 
University is for the Frank C. Erwin J r  Special 
Events Center, which the auditor’s office says 
owes $237,614 for fiscal 1978 and $306,132 for fiscal 
1979.

The audit was prepared by Tim Weaver, 
who no longer works for the auditor's office.

Ronnie Jung, present supervisor of the team 
that prepared the audit, would not say whether 
the method of payment of the utility bills was 
proper. “ We don’t make those kinds of deter
minations,”  Jung said. “ But it appears that the 
Legislature did not intend for the utilities to 
supplement the operations of the auxiliary enter
prises.”

Dean Justice, director of the Super Drum, said 
he has not seen the letter and would not comment 
on the proposed charge.

The Texas Union, already beset by increasing 
costs and a defeated fee increase referendum, 
owes more than $78,000 in utility bills for the past 
two years, the letter says. Since renovation of the 
Union Building was completed in 1977, the Univer
sity has given the Union a 15 percent discount in 
its utility rate.

HOW EVER, there was some confusion Monday 
about whether the figures cited by the auditors 
refer to the discount or other expenditures.

Barry Phillips, associate director of the Union, 
said Monday he had not seen the auditor’s letter, 
but he said, “ It ’s got to be the discount.’ Phillips 
said the figures worked out to be about 15 percent 
of the Union’s utility budget.

Jung said, I don’t know It doesn’t involve the 
discount as far as I know. The discount was 
brought to my attention, but I don’t think it was 
ever in question.’’

Other UT System officials who know of the 
letter referred all questions on the matter of the 
specific nature of the assessments to Charles 
Franklin, University vice president for business 
affairs. Franklin could not be reached for com
ment on the question.

E A R L IE R  MONDAY. Franklin said, “ There’s 
nothing illegal, immoral or dirty about this. It ’s 
just a question of philosophy. It ’s the way we’ve 
been doing it for 100 years.”

Franklin said his office is preparing a response 
to the auditor's letter, which should be finished in 
a few days. It is difficult to assess how much each

enterprise should be charged, Franklin said, 
because many of them don’t have their own 
buildings and simply use space in buildings “ we’d 
be heating and cooling anyway.’’

Negotiations between the University and 
auditor's office will probably aim at ironing out 
payback problems.

The auditor’s letter asked that “ a rational and 
systematic method be established to accurately 
allocate’’ the costs.

JUNG SAID, “ We will accept anything that 
appears equitable. They’re going toward separate 
meters, toward more clearly identifying what the 
buildings are going to be used for.’’

Jung said the universities have been working 
with the auditors for more than a year on the 
problem, and proper allocation of utility costs 
was probably made in the 1980 budget. However, 
he said he can not be certain until the 1980 audit is 
completed — probably next summer.

“ We don’t have any enforcement power,”  Jung 
said. “ But we’re an arm of the Legislature, and

we ll give them our report. We’ll be watching this 
in our next audit.

Jung said he doesn’t know where the monies 
paid back to the state will go if the auditor’s 
recommendations are followed

“ IF  IT GOES back into their utility ap
propriations for ’78 and ’79. then it will lapse,” 
Jung said. “ They’ll lose it. They might be able to 
put it into their current utility appropriations, but 
they can only use it for academic purposes, not 
for auxiliary enterprises. '

Other auxiliary enterprises at the University 
that may have to pay back monies include the 
Division of Recreational Sports, which the letter 
says owes more than $236.000; Men’s inter
collegiate Athletics, more than $154,000, and the 
Student Health Center and Pharmacy, more than 
$207.000.

Lesser amounts are owed by Longhorn 
Aquatics, the Faculty Center, Women's Inter
collegiate Athletics, the Ex-Students’ Associa
tion, housing at the Port Aransas Marine Institute 
and the University Interscholastic League.

Report reveals 
students weak 
in composition

Editor’s Note: This is the second in a 
three-part series examining UT Depart
ment of English problems and proposed
solutions.
By KLAUS HERRING
Daily Texan Staff

Results of a 1976 Measurement and 
Evaluation Center survey showed that 
many undergraduate students at the 
University were deficient in composi
tion and grammar skills to the extent 
that they could not write a coherent 
sentence or < xpress themselves on 
paper

Robert King, dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts, said recently the survey s 
conclusions still stand, a problem 
hading to the initiation of a recent 
Department of English proposal to 
change English requirements.

James Kinneavy. professor of English 
and director of freshman English, said 
thé department has a “ faculty man
dato for his plan to move second- 
semester freshman English into the 
junior or senior year to remedy the 
problem

Kinneavy said his proposal, if 
accepted and passed by the University 
Council, will require students to take 
composition for a longer period of time. 
The council is a group of students, facul
ty and administrators.

“ THE WAY TO acquire a skill is to 
constantly practice. A piano player, if 
he wants to become good, will spend 
hours on the piano practicing his skill. 
Composition is a skill and needs to be 
practiced." Kinneavy said.

The 1976 survey was conducted by 
Susan Hereford from the Measurement 
and Evaluation Center and James Sledd. 
professor of English. It reached more 
than 1.400 faculty members and about 1,- 
500 students.

Sledd said faculty and student 
responses to the survey confirmed that 
many students at the University are 
“ functional illiterates."

Sledd wrote in the report. “ Less than 4 
percent of the faculty respondents (from 
all areas of the University) think that 
undergraduates write well. About one- 
third think they (students) write ade
quately. which means that almost two- 
thirds of the faculty is dissatisfied with 
undergraduate writing."

The report states that of the 1,500 stu
dent respondents, “ 206 called it (lower- 
division composition instruction at U T ) 
very helpful. 447 moderately helpful. 483 
slightly helpful and 394 not at all help
ful."

SLEDD SAID only freshmen gave the 
composition course a favorable rating. 
Freshman English was termed “ only 
slightly helpful" by 116 freshmen while 
52 called it “ not at all helpful."

Sledd said faculty discontent suggests 
that ‘We are exempting too many 
freshmen from the first semester of 
freshman English.

The report states that 93.1 percent of 
faculty responses complained of poor 
organization of written papers, 83.5 per
cent of assertion unsupported by 
evidence. 81.7 percent of bad grammar 
and diction, 73.6 percent of failures in 
logic and 62.9 percent of lack of signifi
cant content.

To remedy the problem, Sledd propos
ed shifting one required semester of 
composition from the freshman year to 
the junior or senior year.

Sledd said his proposal was consistent
ly ignored by the English department.
' “ They wanted the the upper-division 

composition courses to be small elective 
courses, admitting only a select few 
among the students, Sledd said.

Kmneavv said it took until this spring 
to develop a remedy for the problem. 
“ Six years is not too long a time to 
develop a new program," he said.

A PLAN BY James Vick, assistant 
dean of the College of Natural Sciences, 
proposes to narrow the span of courses 
that will satisfy basic graduation re-

(See REPORT, Page 15.)

Former editor 
questions cutoff 
of Forum funds
By ED ALLEN

The former editor of The Law School h orurn says law 
school officials revoked full funding this semester in an 
attempt to control the publication, while the dean of the 
School of Law says a $1,200 deficit left over from the fall 
semester was simply “ too high."

UT law school graduate (’80) Kim Brown who edited the 
The Forum  last fall, called the deficit “ trivial" and said, 
“ They (law school officials) maintain control of every aspect 
of the law school administration because they erroneously 
think that student organizations could pose a threat to them.

“ I don’t know if what they are trying to do is censorship, 
but it’s too close for comfort,”  he said.

JOHN SUTTON, dean of the law school, said, “ Last 
semester, the Law Forum  charged expenses through a 
University (account) number, and costs were just too high. 
So since then, they no longer have the power to charge.” 

Brown, who increased coverage of student issues in The 
Forum, said. “ As long as the paper said nothing, it never 
had a worry. ”

Brown said he told incoming Forum  editor Gary Tidwell 
before he left. “ Don’t be surprised if they (law school facul
ty) try to intimidate you.”

Jesse Oliver, president of the Student Bar Association 
which has partially taken over funding the paper, said, “ 7 he 
Texas Law Forum  used to be a newsletter-type paper that 
painted a good picture of the law school and the University, 
but as of last semester it has addressed law school student 
concerns and was much more vocal.

“ THE N EW SPA PER  PUT out this semester is better or 
the equivalent of any law school paper," Oliver said 

Front page headlines of the final fall issue, Oct. 29, 1980, 
were: “ Remodeling of old library worsens hall congestion" 
and “ Grade delays concern UT officials.

The article on grade delays named Sutton and Associate 
Dean W.W. Gibson, The Forum  faculty adviser, as two of 
the professors who took months to release final exam grades. 
Some professors were said to take as long as eight months to 
a year to release grades.

Before the spring semester, Tidwell. Sutton and faculty 
members agreed that funding for the 22-year-old paper would 
be limited to $400 from the Law School Foundation and the 
Student Bar Association would purchase $400 in advertising.

THE ADMINISTRATION THEN dropped the matter of 
last semester's deficit, Sutton said. Brown said the funding 
for the fall paper was not based on a definite budget for the 
semester. Instead bills were paid by a discretionary fund 
controlled by law school administrators and funded by the 
Law School Foundation, he said.

“ If they wanted to keep expenses down and were so 
worried about the money, they should have at least given us a 
monthly statement," he said. “ I had told them that we would 
lose at least $1.000 over the year (two semesters/, and they 
said that would be acceptable 

“ They knew we were going to lose money; the amount was
trivial ,”  said Brown.

Oliver said. “ I don’t see the $1.200 deficit as an excessive
amount for a deficit.

“ THE $1,200 F IG U RE was inflated due to the failure to 
consider hundreds of dollars in accounts receivable," Brown 
said in a letter sent Thursday to The Daily Texan.

Facing the possibility that the paper would stop publishing 
after the law school stopped full funding, Tidwell said he in
creased advertising revenue from an average of $300 per 
issue last semester to $480 per issue this semester.

Sutton said. "We helped the Forum  out some this 
semester and (current editor) Gary (Tidwell) and the staff 
have really done a good job hustling to increase advertising 
revenues

The first issue in the fall sold enough advertising to more 
than pay for the cost of the issue, but. Brown said, no law 
school paper in the country pays for costs totalh in adver
tising.

GIBSON SAID past papers were funded partly by other 
private contributions to the law school, in addition to Law 
Foundation contributions.

Brown said the finarces of the paper are so complicated 
that he doubts that law school officials will be able to deter
mine exactly what the deficit is.

Charles Franklin, vice president for business affairs, 
would not immediately release figures on the paper s ex
penses, saying it would take too much time to check records.

There will be three 12-page issues of the paper this 
semester — two to come -  while last semester there were 
four 12-page issues, Tidwell said 

Tidwell said he is the only paid staff member and the 
paper's office is not equipped with a typewriter 

Brown said. I had a reputation for responsibility and 
reliability, we weren t wasting anyone s money.

Former prime minister Adolfo Suarez (I) tries to help Gen. Manuel Gutierrez Mellado.

Twin coups spark conflict in Spain
Parliament held hostage; king appeals for unity

MADRID, Spain (U P I) -  Right-wing troops 
seeking to topple Spain's democracy seized 
Parliament and its 350 deputies in a blaze of 
gunfire Monday but apparently failed to spark 
a wider revolt as King Juan Carlos called for 
loyalty to the elected government.

Simultaneously, a right-wing general in 
Valencia declared a military takeover, but that 
effort apparently collapsed, even though the 
rebels in Parliament refused to surrender to 
troops loyal to Juan Carlos.

There were no immediate reports of injuries 
when about 200 paramilitary Civil Guards 
stormed into the building and took the 
hostages, including caretaker Prime Minister 
Adolfo Suarez and his designated successor. 
Leopoldo Calvo Sotelo, together with the entire 
cabinet.

THE R EBELS , wearing uniforms and carry
ing automatic weapons, were led by Lt. Col. 
Antonio Tejero de Molinas, who was sentenced 
to seven months in prison last year for plotting 
to kidnap the cabinet.

Brandishing a pistol, the mustachioed Tejero 
spoke to the deputies from the podium, waving 
his left arm in the air, while the paramilitary 
Civil Guards, long considered the most right- 
wing of Spain’s police forces, aimed their rifles 
out on the Parliament deputies.

Tejero demanded a military government to 
eradicate Basque terrorism and dissolution of 
Spain’s Western-style Parliar lent.

Minutes after the king, 43, wearing the un
iform of commander-in-chief of te armed 
forces, spoke on national television and 
denounced the seizure of Parliament, the 
ringleader of the attempted coup began

withdrawing tanks, anti-aircraft guns and 
troops from the streets of his command post in 
Valencia.

EYEW ITN ESSES  SAID hundreds of troops 
moved into the compound of the Parliament 
building an hour later and then withdrew, ap
parently unable to make their way in

The rebels, holding the entire Parliament 
and cabinet at gunpoint, reportedly refused to 
surrender to the loyal troops.

Tejero told a right-wing journalist allowed 
into the Parliament that an army negotiator, 
Gen. Alfonso Armada, deputy chief of staff, 
had offered him a plane to fly out of Spain.

He said he refused the offer “ because planes 
make me dizzy.

The hostages, still held at gunpoint, were 
reported to be calm.

The king’s refusal to sanction the use of force 
and a return to dictatorship appeared to have 
quashed a revolt by right-wing dissidents, 
followers of the late dictator Francisco Fran
co.

THE R E B E LS  apparently gambled on get
ting the king s support for a military govern
ment to crack down on Basque terrorism

At least three deputies were released hours 
after the takeover.

King Juan Carlos, head of state and com
mander in chief sin^e the death of dictator 
Francis^ Franc Novel er 1975, issued a 
statemun saying ae “ firnUy rejected" the 
attempted coup d etat, which came as the 
parliament sought to resolve a 3-week-old 
government crisis

The king later spoke on national television 
from Madrid’s Zarzuela Palace early Tuesday,

almost seven hours after the revolt started.
In a two-minute address that indicated the 

rebellion still had not ended, a worried-looking 
Juan Carlos said he had ordered civilian and 
military leaders to “ take the necessary 
measures to maintain constitutional order.

HE SAID the joint chiefs of staff were loyal 
to the democratic government.

The young monarch, the handpicked heir of 
dictator Francisco Franco, idol of the rebels, 
said, “ I ask maximum serenity and confidence 
from everyone ... .

The Crown, the symbol of the permanence 
and unity of Spain, cannot tolerate any actions 
by people attempting to disrupt with force the 
democratic process which Spaniards approved 
in a referendum "

The streets of Madrid and Barcelona, Spain’s 
two biggest cities, remained calm as the chiefs 
of staff of the armed forces met in emergency 
session in the capital.

WITH THE cabinet imprisoned in the parlia
ment. the king ordered secretaries of state in 
the provinces to take over the government “ to 
assure the civilian government of the country 
in close collaboration with the chiefs of staff 

In the hectic hours after the storming of 
parliament. Gen Jaime Milans del Bosch, 
military commander of Valencia Province and 
an outspoken critic of democracy, said he was 
taking charge of Spain's armed forces.

However, first reports said other military 
commanders throughout the country were ig
noring the rebel general s orders 

Although he said he was “ awaiting orders 
from the king, the general unilaterally banned 
political parties, strikes and meetings of more 
than four people.
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