
Page 4/The Daily Texan/Wednesday, April 2,1986■■ ■ ■ | editorials OpMTtons expressed in The M y  Team  are those oI 
the editor or the wnter erf the article and are not neces­
sarily those of the University administration, the Board 
of Regents or the Texas Student Publications Board of 
Operating T rustees

Y ooW W M xr
fluveer?

New feminism shows you can have it all

E fleets of social change take time to register. 
After the sexual revolution of the '60s and 
the subsequent womens rights movement of 

the earlv 70s some barriers to women fell quickly.

Women sought careers more frequently and cap­
tured a higher percentage of the work force. An im­
age followed these women: Virginia Slims' "You've 
come a long way, babv

As working women without children steer 
through thi" decade, manv believe thev are sacrific­
ing familv for career success Those who trv to bal­
ance the responsibility of job and family find one 
suffers for the other. Striving for the "S o u  can have 
it all ideal causes w ¡despread frustration. Too 
many employment policies don't acknowledge the 
legitimacy of motherhood. A recently published 
book, A Lesser Lite The Mvth ot Women's Liber­
ation in America bv Sylvia Ann Hewlett, presents a 
nev% feminist philosophy which supports women's 
desires to raise families and succeed professionally.

Hewlett sees today's women wrrest!ing with two 
ideals, which in combination are irreconcilable. She 
writes of the ultra-domestic '50s with its powerful 
cult of m otherhood" clashing with "th e stndent 
feminism of the 70s," in which women "clone the 
male competitive m odel."

The problem Hewlett correctly sees in the stri­
dent feminist movement is that it tends toward 
gender-blindness. Equality in terms of the Equal 
Rights Amdendment, for example, leaves no room  
for female oriented policies such as m atem itv leave. 
Such policies exclude men —  constituting inequality 
and favoritism in the eves of the law. Hewlett, an 
economist and mother of four, redirects the focus of 
feminism away from statutory equality with men 
and pushes for pro-family employment policies.

Both genders may be created equal but they do 
not have identical needs. The Equal Rights Am end­
ment does not recognize this. Intelligent employ­
ment policies should.

— Russell Scott

t S S P R N G ..

Politics jeopardize writing skills

Force Sandinista civil rights reforms
L et s face it. whatever vour 

political perspective, Nicar­
agua is a country with 

grace problems. Since October, 
more than 50 priests and 100 
Catholic religious workers have 
been detained for interrogation. 
By Sandinista decree, open-air 
Masses have been prohibited and 
the Catholic radio station si­
lenced Robert Leiken, writing for 
The New  Republic, reports that 
presses have been confiscated, 
Catholic social welfare offices 
closed and opposition partv mem­
bers detained.

But, at the same time, the San­
dinista regime is under assault. 
The F D \ , Nicaragua's primary in­
surgency group, is led largely by 
ex-lieutenants of Anastasio Somo- 
za's hated national guard. And 
manv of its leaders, including 
commander-in-chief Enrique Ber­
mudez and political leader Aidol- 
fo Calero have resisted U.S. pres­
sures to democratize — thereby 
defeating any ideological rational­
ization tor the entire insurgency.

Whether the once-popular San­
dinista regime has turned ugly on 
its own, or whether it was forced 
into asserting firmer social con­
trols because of U.S. military and 
economic pressure will always be 
a debatable point What's undeni­
able, however, is that it has gotten 
ugly.

The question now and always is 
this, how to deal with it. To back 
the morally bankrupt contras, 
over the objections of most of 
Central America's leaders, is 
cleark not the route. The U.S. 
record of toppling regimes in Lat­
in America has been less than glo­
rious. We failed at the Bay of Pigs, 
and, in retrospect, probably wish 
we had failed in Guatemala in 
1954 and Chile in 1973 —  two 
countries with probably the worst 
human rights records in the West­
ern Hemisphere.

Moreover, it's naive to believe 
that the Reagan administration's 
only rationale for contra support
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is love of democracy. Under such 
an assumption, the U.S. govern­
ment would also support insur­
rections in Augusto Pinochet's 
Chile or P.K. Botha's South Afri­
ca. However, U.S. corporations 
are safe in those countries —  and 
this is not the case in Nicaragua.

What the Reagan Administra­
tion seeks isn't free speech, but 
free commerce and, by extension, 
a free rein for North American in­
dustry7 in Nicaragua. One of the 
demands made repeatedly bv the 
Reagan administration is not only 
a return to legitimate elections 
(the Nicaraguan election of 1984 
was a joke since the governing 
junta denied media access to non- 
Sandinista candidates), but a re­
turn to an economic system based 
on private ownership. Commu­
nism, prima facie, is the enemy 
not because it endangers liberty 
but because it endangers invest­
ment.

The Reagan administration, 
however, refuses to separate its 
clear distaste for public owmership 
with its hatred for authoritarian­
ism. To Reagan the issues are 
much the same and he is willing 
to f ig h t  b o th  w ith  e q u a l  
vehemence —  hence the CIA-cre- 
ated contras, and hence destabi­
lizing U.S. economic pressure.

The United States has financial 
interests in foreign countries Pe­
riod. But there comes a time when 
we must put these interests aside. 
An all-out war with the Sandinista 
regime mav be a war against an 
unjust political system, but it may 
also be war against a more just so­
cial system. What's in need of re­
form with the Sandinistas isn't 
their land programs or their high­
ly successful literacy programs, 
but their increasingly oppresive 
politics.

The Sandinistas are not free of

guilt. Although it can be argued 
that many of theiF authoritarian 
measures are a result of U.S. pres­
sure to destabilize the country, it's 
undeniable that a pattern of op­
pression was established well be­
fore the United States did any­
thing to stir up discontent. In fact, 
for two years after the July 1979 
revolution, while the United 
States was providing more than 
$118 million to the fledgling gov­
ernment, the Sandinistas had al­
ready embarked on a campaign of 
intimidation and suppression — 
especially against dissident relig­
ious leaders.

This is the ugly side of the San­
dinista regime that warrants our 
vehement rejection. But contra 
rule, which would be Somocista 
rule, is far from an acceptable op­
tion. The United States must seek 
an acceptable out: it must pres­
sure the Sandinistas to clean up 
their politics without destroying 
their social programs.

One way to do this is to with­
draw all contra support. Costa Ri­
can president-elect Oscar Arias 
has suggested that a protracted 
U.S.-financed war with Nicaragua 
would destabilize the entire C en ­
tral American region (also, clearly 
not in U .S. interests) and that the 
proposed $100 million aid pack­
age would be put to better use in 
assuaging the area s development 
woes.

Disburse the money to other 
Central American countries, but 
not to the contras and not to the 
Sandinistas. C ontinue an econom ­
ic embargo, but also continue ne­
gotiations. Pressure the Sandini-*- 
tas not to change their economic 
policies, but to clean up their 
abysmal civil nghts record. When 
that happens, then North Ameri­
ca's much-needed commerce can 
be restored — to the benefit of 
Americans and Nicaraguans alike.

Dy'er is a journalism philosophy 
senior.

I t is essential that the student bodv be informed 
of the consequences of recent changes in the 
University's English composition course offer­

ings. Some very poor decisions were made at the 
March 17 meeting of the University Council that will 
deprive nearly every undergraduate student on this 
campus the opportunity to learn valuable writing 
skills.

Sadly enough, the whole corrupt issue has been 
kept relatively silent — until now The latest outline 
of the proposed changes came out March b, and vs as 
handed out (believe it or not) at the door to Universi­
ty Council members

It maintains that E 34bK will be removed as a cata­
log requirement, that the teaching of freshman 1 30b 
will continue for the time being (but with plans to 
remove it eventually) and that as a consolation prize 
three pilot sections of a new freshman English course 
(originally intended to be a sophomore level writing 
course) will be introduced in the tall

What does this mean to the student? It means that 
once you have successfully completed freshman Eng­
lish there will be almost no other composition cours­
es available to you. Worse than that there are no 
plans to introduce any more composition courses for 
at least five years.

It mav come as no surprise to \ ou to find t h a t  the 
origin of this inexcusable planning error is depart 
mental politics The history vi* the problem dates 
back to spring 1 4 8 4 .  at which time there w a s  a se­
rious conflict in the English department 

On one side were the tenured ta<. ultv m o s t  of 
whom want an English department that teaches onJ\ 
literature On the other side were some regular facul­
ty members and a large number ot l e c t u r e r s  who 
were in favor of teaching practical writing •'kills 
Those same lecturers in fact made a proposal to in­
crease the number of sections of 1 MoK (Writing in 
Different Disciplines) to meet the needs of t h e  s t u  
dents

The problem was voting r i g h t s  1 he tenured facul- 
ty, fearing that the lecturers, because of their greater 
number, would " ta k e o v e r  the department exerted 
pressure on the Dean of 1 iberal Xrts office to keep 
this from happening The results were thi immediate 
firing of all 48 lecturers followed b\ the temporary 
suspension of I Mnk 

Now the final removal of 1 Mnk has been an 
nounced. The reason that this valuable course is no 
longer available is not the laik of demand on thi part 
of students or concern about the necessity ot tin 
course. Rather the reasons are political

O ne of the core problems in this issue is that the 
administration ot our English department feels it no 
longer h a s  the responsibility to teat h the students 
how to wnte I he Dean of Liberal Arts announced at 
the Feb 17 meeting of the University Council that 
one of the goals of these reforms was to reduce 
English department responsibility tor substantia) 
wnting course requirements 

Well then, just who is going to assume this respon­
sibility? It s not very likely that professors in different 
departments can be recruited just to teach technical 
wnting. To achieve this goal the Uhiversity would 
have to hire more professors — English professors 

The elimination of practical writing courses also
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creates some senous Haws in our University's educa­
tion requirements Ihe  administration is eliminating 
all but a handful ot the courses that once offered 
instruction in practical writing skill"

Still remaining howev er are the substantial-w rit- 
mg-component requirements lust where exactly do 
they expect us to have learned the writing s k i l l s  nec­
essary tor tht s< courses1 Austin C ommunitv C ol- 
lege1 Correspondence courses1

I m sure 1 m not t h e  onlv one who h a s  discovered 
that t h e s e  substantial-w riting-component courses ex ­
pect from the very first dav vou walk in that vou 
already possess proficient wnting " k i l l s  How can the 
University expect us to know what thev haven t 
taught u s ’ It in fact thev think frt ' l iman I nghsh i" all 
we need to prepare U" thev are mistaken

Aside from freshman I nghsh and creative wnting 
courses how manv w riting courses w ouid vou 
g u e s s  art currently ottered bv our 1 nglish depart 
m ent1 Five1 Ten1 1 rv three

How manv students then can these* three courses 
accommodate1 1 325M (I xpository Writing1 has L>ur 
sections of approximately 20 students each i 371*  
(Article Wnting) has two sections ot approximately 
•k1 student" and I 3r»T v ontt renvi C ourse in 1 ev h 
meal Writing is available ti fewer than 1 students 
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Palestinians want world peace
Robert james Edgmon has presented a popular but 

disturbing opinion in his letter ("Liberals side with 
terrorists, Texan Monday). 1 am glad of this oppor­
tunity to show Edgmon and others like him where 
they lose sight of our struggle, i.e. those of us who 
support the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
Edgmon is correct that most anv side of any war is 
guilty of w ar crimes. It is the purpose and goals of the 
struggle we must analyze before we should declare 
support.

¡ he contras are defenders of the old Somoza dicta­
torship whose human rights violations and disdain 
for human life is historically infamous. The Palestini­
an people have been the victims of Western imperial­
ism and ethnocism Not onlv was their land occupied, 
but the state of Israel makes those who remain in 
Palestine into second-class citizens. Those in the West 
Bank are the victims of a military occupation that de­
nies them several rights, including due process of law 
and political participation.

Israel's military’ support of the contras and other 
repressive regimes is well documented. For those ac­
tivists who have not completely fallen for Reagan's 
propaganda campaign, the Palestinians on campus 
are very valuable and respectable supportes of those 
individuals and groups that truly seek worldwide 
peace and justice.

Carey Hattie 
Biology

Call Chile to release Paulsen
I am writing to ask for the assistance of the Univer­

sity com m unity of behalf of former UT student Fer­
nando Paulsen.

Am nesty International, the Nobel Prize-winning 
human rights organization, has received reports that 
Paulsen was arrested in Chile Feb. 26, 1986, and taken 
to the Cárcel FYiblica in Santiago. He was charged by 
the 1st Military Prosecutor with slandering carabin­
eros (uniformed police) under Article 417 of the Code 
of Military Justice and if found guilty faces a possible 
prison sentence of up to 10 years.

The charges relate to the cover of the Aug. 6-13 
issue of Analysis m agazine which showed a photo­
graph of carabineros at the site where three members 
of the Com m unist Party w ere found m urdered in
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March 1985. Across the photograph was stamped the 
word "A sesinos" (M urders). A week before the issue 
appeared, Judge Canovas, w ho was investigating the 
murders, had issued orders not to leave the country 
to 12 carabineros who were suspected of involvement 
in the case.

Am nesty International is concerned about the arrest 
of Paulsen and considers him to be a prisoner of con­
science (an individual imprisoned solely because of 
what he believes or who he is but has never used nor 
advocated the use of violence).

We of Amnesty International 107, the local chapter, 
are asking for all students, faculty members and staff 
of the University to write polite letters to selected Chi­
lean officials calling for the immediate and uncondi­
tional release of Paulsen on the grounds that he is a 
prisoner of conscience, detained for having peacefully 
exercised his right to freedom of expression.

Information and addresses can be obtained at the

Amnesty International table on the West Mall each 
day between 11 a.m . and 1 p.m .

John Pojman 
Graduate student in chemistry

It's time to cope with the past
The National Aeronautics and Space Administra­

tion has been through some very difficult times in the 
last few months. One scandal after another has shak­
en that organization, to its very roots. And now there 
are rumors, that a mass exodus of engineers and sci­
entists will result from NASA. The excessive media 
coverage and the public's obsession, to wreak havoc 
and to destroy good and productive things, can be 
thanked for that.

It wasn't enough that we lost a shuttle and seven 
irreplaceable patriots. The American public had to 
have more blood, more destruction — the people had 
to ravage the entire American space program, for

causing them to contront their emotions themselves 
Vet. just as the American people have become 

stronger, more united amidst travesty still we ne­
glect to think that NASA mav have also become a 
more vital organization capable of striding forth into 
the 20th century into tht depths of space proud 
strong and with the honor that is A menea f 

Why not. then, make the best ot a difficult situation 
let us cope, v\ith the kisses tit the past, let us steel 

ourselves, steep ourselves in resolve and conviction, 
to make of NASA the premier organization in all of 
the world Let us give NAVA a relief from the prying 
spotlight let the agony and anguish ot the NASA 
people have a chance to heal, that thev mav stav true 
to the wonderful ideals which have motivated that 
selfless organization since the dav it was first set up 
so many years ago.

William Clark 
L T alumnus

Chin's violations worrisome
1 hope the revelations about Andrew Chin's cam ­

paign activities ("C hin fined for overspending," Tex­
an, Tuesday) do not foreshadow future activities of 
student government under his leadership. His casual­
ness in breaking the rules concerning the return ot 
unused posters before posting new ones and in the 
timely removal of posters after the campaign is very 
disturbing. As Students' Association president, I 
hope Chin does not find anv more inconvenient rules.

I am also concerned by Chin's view that he was 
singled out as "chief executive officer of the Students' 
Association" for punishment by the Judicial Comm is­
sion. This is the kind of statement I would expect 
from Richard Nixon. Yes, Chin, even the SA presi­
dent must pay the fines when he breaks the rules.

Brian Young
Graduate student, electrical engineering

Register to vote
Again, Thursday is the last day you can register to vote in the 
May primary elections. If you haven’t received your new yel­
low voter registration card, you have two days to re-register. 
For more information, call the League of Women Voters at 
451 -6710 You may also pick up voter registration cards at 
the political campaign tables on the West Mall, at the post 
office and at the Texan newsroom. ,




