Politics jeopardize writing skills

t is essential that the student bodv be informed

of the consequences of recent changes in the

University's English composition course offer-
ings. Some very poor decisions were made at the
March 17 meeting of the University Council that will
deprive nearly every undergraduate student on this
campus the opportunity to learn valuable writing
skills.

Sadly enough, the whole corrupt issue has been
kept relatively silent — until now The latest outline
of the proposed changes came out March b, and was
handed out (believe it or not) at the door to Universi-
ty Council members

It maintains that E 34bK will be removed as a cata-
log requirement, that the teaching of freshman 1 30b
will continue for the time being (but with plans to
remove it eventually) and that as a consolation prize
three pilot sections of a new freshman English course
(originally intended to be a sophomore level writing
course) will be introduced in the tall

What does this mean to the student? It means that
once you have successfully completed freshman Eng-
lish there will be almost no other composition cours-
es available to you. Worse than that there are no
plans to introduce any more composition courses for
at least five years.

It mav come as no surprise to \ou to find that the
origin of this inexcusable planning error is depart
mental politics The history v* the problem dates
back to spring 1484. at which time there was a se-
rious conflict in the English department

On one side were the tenured ta< ultv
whom want an English department that teaches onj\
literature On the other side were some regular facul-
ty members and a large number ot lecturers who
were in favor of teaching practical writing «'kills
Those same lecturers in fact made a proposal to in-
crease the number of sections of 1 MoK (Writing in
Different Disciplines) to meet the needs of the stu
dents

most of

The problem was voting rights lhe tenured facul-
ty, fearing that the lecturers, because of their greater
number, would "takeover the department exerted
pressure on the Dean of liberal Xrts office to keep
this from happening The results were thi immediate
firing of all 48 lecturers followed b\ the temporary
suspension of I Mnk

Now the final removal of 1 Mnk has been an
nounced. The reason that this valuable course is no
longer available is not the laik of demand on thi part
of students or concern about the necessity ot tin
course. Rather the reasons are political

One of the core problems in this issue is that the
administration ot our English department feels it no
longer has the responsibility to teath the students
how to wnte Ihe Dean of Liberal Arts announced at
the Feb 17 meeting of the University Council that
one of the goals of these reforms was to reduce
English department responsibility tor substantia)
wnting course requirements

Well then, just who is going to assume this respon-
sibility? It s not very likely that professors in different
departments can be recruited just to teach technical
wnting. To achieve this goal the Uhiversity would
have to hire more professors — English professors

The elimination of practical writing courses also
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creates some senous Haws in our University's educa-
tion requirements Ihe administration is eliminating
all but a handful ot the courses that once offered
instruction in practical writing skill"

Still remaining howev er are the substantial-w rit-
mg-component requirements lust where exactly do
they expect us to have learned the writing skills nec-
essary tor thts< coursesl Austin Communitv Col-
legel Correspondence coursesl

I m sure 1m not the onlv one who has discovered
that these substantial-w riting-component courses ex-
pect from the very first dav vou walk in that vou
already possess proficient wnting "kills How can the
University expect us to know what thev haven t
taught us’ It in fact thev think frt 'liman I nghsh i" all
we need to prepare U' thev are mistaken

Aside from freshman Inghsh and creative wnting
how manv writing courses wouid vou
guess art currently ottered bv our 1nglish depart
mentl Fivel Tenl 11v three

How manv students then can these* three courses
accommodatel 1 325M (I xpository Writinglhas L>ur
sections of approximately 20 students each i 37F
(Article Wnting) has two sections ot approximately
eklstudent" and I 3r»T vontt renvi Course in levh
meal Writing is available ti fewer than 1 students

courses

In other won  he Engl department i" teaching
expository wr 30 students after tresh-
man I nglish

ne ru areas tl at require apov e-
average w  ng skill" on an almost laiiv basis archi
tecture hi {es" communications education, engi
neering, thu libera! art" ncludmg social

sciences) . i natura! "tiences N >w vort&tder the
number of idergraduate students it the I mv ersitv

who tall ir  at loast one of these ireas Ot a total
3n h.33 undergraduates enrolled at least
one of thes< programs . s That s "7 per-
cent cuv"

Even it \i u include al >umalism .ours-

es all of the resinete
courses snd one ttxhnii
electrical engineer ng >t
enough writing course s
estimate would be abou

undergraduate populati

vi tnmunu ation
ourse ottered to
there just aren t
\ conserv ativ e
3 percent of tfie
venting at any

one tim*

It would seem to iu  university
such as our" should ' »it" goal to turn
out the most literate ded «kni'wledgeable

graduates that it is ,
ministration continue

rii ot producing If our ad
gtvc first priority tothi per
sonai whims and de- ot departmental leaders it
will be the student” t  "ytter indeed thev already
have I ntii something is done to resolve the prob-
lem, our university s 1nglish department will remain
deficient in an ana that no student can afford to
miss
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