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Iraqis blast
Bush’s ‘lies’

• v % *

Kuwaiti emigration continues
Associated Press

As the United Nations weighed 
new sanctions against Baghdad, Ira
qi television broadcast a statement 
by President Bush Sunday in which 
lie warned the Iraqi people their 

, leader's brinkmanship could plunge 
them into war "against the world.

Hours later, thousands of men, 
wotnen and  children m arched 
through the streets of Baghdad, 
chanting "Death to Bush, Death to 
America!"

An official Iraqi response to 
Bush's statement called it full of 
"lies and contradictions," and  said 
the U.S. president aimed to be the 
"dictator of the w orld .”

M e a n w h i l e ,  h u n d r e d s  of 
Kuwaitis continued to flood into 
Saudi Arabia Sunday after Iraqi 
troops opened  a border crossing 
over the w eekend, and Kuwait's  
government-in-exile accused Iraq of 
depopulating  the country to resettle 
Iraqis there.

The U.N. Security Council un an i
mously condem ned Iraq's raids last 
week on the French, Belgian, C ana
dian and Dutch embassy com 
pounds in Kuwait, and warned that 
further sanctions against Baghdad 
were likelv.

Diplomats also began drafting 
language for a new resolution to
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close off Iraq's air routes and  punish 
nations flouting the trade embargo, 
U.S. officials said.

Bush's address to the Iraqi peo
ple, with an Arabic voice-over and 
captions provided by the State De
partment, apparently was broadcast 
in its entirety Sunday evening.

"Iraq finds itself on the brink of 
war,"  Bush said. But "w ar is not in
evitable. It is still possible to bring 
this crisis to a peaceful end ."

"Saddam  Hussein tells vou that 
this crisis is a struggle between Iraq 
and  America. In fact, ii is Iraq 
against the w orld ," said Bush, 
s tanding in front of his desk with 
the American flag behind him.

The eight-minute speech was fol
lowed immediatelv by a 25-minute 
response from an Iraqi TV announc
er.

A " thundering  rage" is building 
against the United States in the 
Arab world, and a show dow n in the 
Gulf would end "in a catastrophe" 
for U.S. forces, said announcer Mik- 
dad Morad, w ho usually reads 
statements from President Saddam 
Hussein.

A group of a few hundred  men 
later began marching in Baghdad.

Please see Iraq, page 2

Faculty supports 
new E306 theme
Christopher Anderson
Daily Texan Staff

The committee that redesigned 
English 306 received a vote of confi
dence Friday from mem bers of the 
English Departm ent when a secret 
ballot resulted in a large majority of 
the faculty approving the commit
tee's work.

The new' theme for the m andato 
ry writing course, which will attend 
to issues of race and gender, was 
postponed until fall 1991 after the 
UT administration intervened in a 
rare instance of high-level interfer
ence with a UT departm ent 's  
course. The administration canceled 
the changes for the class for fall 1990 
and spring 1991 during a sum m er 's  
worth of controversy over the class.

Standish Meacham, dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts, w ho  an 
nounced the postponem ent of the 
changes to the writing course on 
Julv 23, said the decision w'as made 
because he "felt a need to respond 
to the concerns of the University 
com m unity ."

But UT President William C u n 
ningham mav have had some in
volvement in the course's cancella
tion at least one week before 
Meacham made his announcem ent, 
according to the investigative alter
native publication, Polemicist.

In response to a letter from a Dal
las wom an upset about the imple
mentation of the course, a letter 
dated Julv 11 — 12 days before 
M eacham's announcem ent — and 
signed by C unningham  states: "Af
ter careful consideration, the De
partm ent has decided that the 
course will not be modified this 
fall," Polemicist reported.

Joseph Kruppa, English Depart
ment chairman, said he wras on va
cation from July 11 to July 18.

On Julv 20, Kruppa was informed 
by Meacham and Gerhard Fonken, 
executive vice president and pro
vost, of the UT administration's de
cision to postpone the change in'* 
F.306, according to Polemicist.

C u n n in g h a m  cou ld  not be 
reached for comment Sunday
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Kruppa said Sunday that " a m  in
tervention by the upper  administra
tion in the curriculum and svllabus 
functions of a departm ent is regret
table and could constitute a danger
ous precedent."

He said he was pleased by the de
partm ent 's  46 to 11 vote in favor of 
supporting  the Lower Division Eng
lish Policv Committee and its tenta
tive syllabus. Three abstained from 
the vote. .

Alan Gribben, a professor of Eng
lish who has adam antly  opposed 
the changes, said he was greatly 
d isappointed by the vote and "still 
can't believe that this is the fresh
man writing course that other col
leges will be enthusiastic about."

The course, titled "Writing About 
Difference" and designed to teach 
freshmen composition and rhetoric 
while heightening their awareness 
of race and gender issues, generat
ed its share of divisiveness over the 
summer.

Some English D epartm ent faculty 
voiced strong opposition to the new 
theme, saving it w ould  fail to in
struct students in the basic elements 
of style and grammar.

Linda Brodkev, professor of Eng
lish and chair of the committee, has 
repeatedly d isputed  those claims. 
She had considered resigning from 
the committee after the administra
tion's decision.

Brodkev could not be reached for 
comment Sunday.

Gribben repeated his claim that 
the originally proposed textbook for 
the modified course had a "Marxist 
line of questioning." That textbook, 
Racism and Sexism bv Paula S. 
Rothenberg, has been cancelled.

A secret ballot on Friday to vote 
on a proposal that would have cre
ated a committee to oversee the 
Lower Division English Policy Com 
mittee was voted dow n by a show 
of hands, about 30 to 27. Brodkey 
said the creation of an oversight 
committee would be unacceptable. 
In a vote by show of hands  on the 
additional committee, six voted for 
the proposal, but a cleai majority 
voted against the item.

Dice y Seis
Sabrina Guerrero, 6, laughs at C.J. Johnson, left, who 
performed a magic show at the Diez y Seis celebration

Scott D.Lewis Daily Texan Staff

Sunday. The celebration was held at Fiesta Gardens 
in East Austin. Please see photo feature, page 10.

Zulu king 
urges a halt 
to violence
Associated Press

SOWETO, South Africa — The 
king of the Zulus urged thousands 
of armed supporters  Sunday to curb 
the factional fighting that has 
caused almost 800 deaths  in black 
townships around Johannesburg.

"Everybody must lay dow n their 
arms and take their brother's  hand 
in friendship," Zulu King Goodwill 
Zwelithini told fellow tribesmen in 
Soweto and Tokoza, two townships 
that have been hard hit by the fight
ing, which began in early August.

Zwelithini shared the stage at the 
peace rallies with President Tutor 
Ndamase of the Transkei, the tribal 
homeland of the Xhosas. The Xho- 
sas have joined fellow African N a
tional Congress  su p p o r te rs  in 
clashes against Zulus loyal to the 
conservative Inkatha movement.

Both sides blame the other for the 
fighting.

But on Friday, ANC leader Nel
son Mandela said South African 
President F.W. de Klerk now  be
lieves some of the violence may be 
instigated by a "h idden  h an d ,"  an 
apparent reference to right-wing 
whites and others opposed to de 
Klerk's efforts to attain power-shar
ing between blacks and whites.

"I have come to this place to put 
out the flames of. violence," said 
Zwelithini at the two rallies a t tend
ed by more than 30,000 Zulus, 
many wearing red headbands and 
brandishing axes and spears.

His speech was followed bv a 
similar plea from Ndamase.

"Freedom is your goal, not 
bloodshed. Unity is your goal, not 
division. Power is your goal, not 
th is  b lo o d y  w e a k n e s s , "  said  
Ndamase, w ho is Zwelithini's  u n 
cle.

Following the rally in Soweto, a 
Zulu was injured after being set on 
fire by rival blacks, witnesses said. 
No o ther incidents were reported.

Both leaders are considered cere
monial figures rather than political 
leaders, and  it was unclear whether

Please see Violence, page 2

Drivers say UT shuttles unsafe
David Loy
Daily Texan Staff

Problems with UT shuttle buses continued last 
week as a wheel almost came off a bus on the 
Cameron Road route, and  drivers continued to 
complain that Laidlaw Transit Inc. coerces them 
to keep driving buses with unsafe defects.

Laidlaw, which subcontracts the shuttle  sys
tem from Capital Metro, employs the drivers 
and maintains the buses.

Louis Price, driver of the  Cameron Road shu t
tle that almost lost a wheel, said he was entering 
Interstate 35 about 11:30 M onday morning when 
he looked in his rear-view mirror and saw the 
left rear wheel wobbling.

Price said he s topped the bus with about 30 
people on board on the shoulder of the highway 
to inspect the wheel and  found fix e of the lug. 
nuts — which hold the wheel on — stripped out 
of it.

"This has to reflect back on how they [Laid
law’] maintain buses ,"  he said.

This is the third incident since spring in which 
a bus lost or almost lost-a wheel. Last spring, a 
driver reported that a wheel on the Intramural 
Fields shuttle he was driving almost came off for 
the same reason.

A front wheel on another Cameron Road shu t
tle came off in June at 26th Street and Medical 
Arts Square.

At that time, Michael Moseley, director of op 
erations for Laidlaw, called the incident a "very 
unusual occurrence" and attributed it to stress 
on the wheel bearings.

Also at that time, Denny H ow ard, president of 
Gillig Corporation, which manufactures the 
buses used by Laidlaw, said, "There 's  350,000 
school buses in this country, and this probably 
happens to one every 10 years."

In another  recent incident, Victor Sanchez, a 
stand-by driver for Laidlaw, said the Cameron 
Road shuttle he was driving last week had a de
fective left air bag, causing the bus to lean to the 
left.

Sanchez said the shuttle would go only 30 
miles per hour while on 1-35, but Laidlaw' repeat- 
edlv told him to keep driving the bus for one 
more lap.

When he refused to drive any further, Laidlaw 
finally sent another bus to swap with his.

Laws enforced bv the Texas D epartm ent of 
Public Safety state that the driver shall make the 
final decision regarding the safety of a bus.

But Sanchez said Laidlaw insists that the com
pany will make all safety decisions.

On Friday, a bus driven by Gary Gerbstadt on 
the Married Students route had no communica
tion with Laidlaw because his two-way radio 
was tuned to the frequency used by Capital 
Metro city buses, Gerbstadt said.

In addition, the right rear tire on the bus had 
tears in the tread and sidewall. Texas safety laws

state that no bus may be operated with a tire that 
has ply or belt material exposed through the 
tread or sidewall, a tread or sidewall separation 
or a cut that exposes ply or belt material.

Gerbstadt said he has filed defect reports 
about the tire to Laidlaw, but it has yet to be 
repaired.

Carlos Galvan, another shuttle driver, said 
that on several occasions Laidlaw has told him to 
continue driving buses he felt were unsafe.

He referred to two particular situations last 
spring. He said that once his air p ressure  gauge 
indicated he was operating with only 75 pounds 
of pressure, but the low-pressure alarm did not 
sound. He said many of the systems on the bus 
are air-powered, including brakes and doors.

Drivers are instructed not to operate a bus 
with less than 85 pounds  of pressure.

W hen Galvan notified Laidlaw of the apparent 
problem, he said thev told him to keep driving 
the bus as long as the alarm did not go off.

Galvan said that later that semester, another 
bus he was driving did not have a working 
speedometer. When he refused to drive it Laid
law threatened not to pay him for that shift.

In an interview Thursday, Moseley denied, 
however, that drivers are told to drive unsafe 
buses.

"W e run a safe and dependable  transportation 
company. We don 't  coerce or direct drivers to 
drive unsafe buses," he said.

Student vote on union dining considered
Jenny Huang
Daily Texan Staff

After conducting a sum m er of re
search, three Union Dining Services 
subcommittees presented  their pro
posals to the Texas Union Board of 
Directors on Fridav and debated 
w hether a s tudent referendum 
should be used to determ ine the 
fate of dining service at the Union.

The Union Board of Directors 
formed three subcom m ittees— stu
dent cooperative, alternative and 
franchising — in May to research 
the different options available to en
sure financial stability for the Un
ion. If changes are not made, Union 
officials anticipate the Union will go 
bankrupt bv 1993.

The Texas Legislature's mandates 
for state employee wage increases 
present the biggest financial threat 
to the Union because it is an auxili
ary enterprise — it receives no fund

ing from the state or the University.
A proposal of the s tuden t  cooper

ative subcommittee sparked debate 
among board, members in its re
quest that a s tudent referendum  be 
Conducted and be used exactly to 
determine the future of dining ser
vice in the Union."

Damon Munchus, chairman of 
the board, told a student at the 
meeting that the results of the re
ferendum would be used to deter
mine the board 's decision.

"It's not just tor the board to de
cide. It's going to be up  to you all 
[the s tudents],"  he said, "That’s the 
w’hole point of a refe rendum .”

But board m em ber John M urphy, 
a professor of advertising, said, "I 
would like to discuss whether or not 
we want to make this a binding re
ferendum. My gut instinct is I'm 
real uncomfortable with that.” 

Murphy said he anticipates low 
student turnout tor the referendum 
and that those who "go off on the

barricade” over the issue will be the 
majority of those w ho vote.

"1 guess I would be more comfort
able with a s tudent preference re
ferendum that we would use in 
terms of making a decision of w hat 
we w anted to do, rather than a 
binding referendum ," he said.

M unchus defended the student 
voice and said, "We are a s tudent 
union and  I feel committed to s tu 
dent input like that."

Board mem ber Gage Paine said 
she did not recall ever deciding to 
have a binding referendum and 
asked that the issue be discussed of
ficially at the next meeting.

Kerry O'Brien, a board member 
w ho chairs the student cooperative 
subcommittee, presented a prelimi-. 
narv proposal explaining the coop
erative idea.

The proposal states that the coop
erative would operate on the basis 
of four principles: distribution of all 
net savings in proportion to patron

age, limited return on capital invest
ment, open membership and dem o
cratic control.

O'Brien explained that m enu vari
ety, nutritional value and student 
needs would be high priorities with 
a s tuden t cooperative, but that prof
it would  be of prime importance to 
franchises.

The cooperative proposal also in
cludes the use of boycott elections 
as a method of emphasizing stu
dents ' political and environmental 
concerns.

Mike Tooker, board member and 
chairman of the franchising sub
committee, presented a proposal 
that included a sample contract to 
be used with franchises as well as 
the preliminary factors they w'ould 
use to evaluate each franchise.

Of the factors proposed financial 
statements for current operation 
and the breadth or appropriateness

Please see Union, page 2


