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Professor claims hate letters politically motivated
Francine Bosco
Daily Texan Staff

An English professor w ho  received an  
anonym ous hate letter last week said sim i
lar letters received by colleagues in the em 
battled departm en t are politically m otivat
ed.

John Velz said he received the typed  let
ter via U.S. mail in his box in the D epart
m ent of English about a w eek ago and  cir
culated copies of it th ro u g h o u t the 
departm ent last Friday. The letter referred 
to Velz's "physical g rossness" and encour
aged him to lose 80 pounds.

"P lease com e to your senses, John, and 
contain you r appetites,"  the letter stated. 
"Those w ho like you cannot easily adm ire

you. Rather, most people regard vou as 
som ew here on  a continuum  from  repulsive 
to contem ptib le."

A lthough the letter was unsigned , the 
writer said she is "a w om an w ho has cared 
about you for years," and ended  the letter 
saying "eventually  I will m ake myself 
k n o w n ,"  .

Velz said the letter w as politically 
m otivated and  was sen t in response to his 
letter to The Daily Texan approving  acting 
Liberal Arts Dean Robert K ing's re institu 
tion of the budget council as the d ep art
m ent's  m ode of governance.

"Since the one p resen t and  one form er 
colleague w ho have both received similar 
crank mail are men w ho have advocated a 
set of policies for the d ep artm en t analogous 
to those I advocate, I infer that the personal

vilification in this le tter is politically
m otivated ," he said.

Velz added , "I have several tim es acted 
on my constitutional and  academ ic right to 
speak out about issues, including a letter to 
the Firing Line just a m onth  ago. This m ay 
well be a response to such politically incor
rect v iew s."

Velz said although there  w as a "crude  
attem pt to make this letter seem  to be the 
work of a s tu d en t,"  he believes it cam e 
from w ithin the departm ent.

"It com es at the  w rong time for a s tu 
dent. S tudents w rite hate  letters at the end 
of the sem ester,"  he said.

"It is addressed  to the mail room  in Par- 
lin Hall. A s tuden t w ould address it to the 
English D epartm ent. Above all, it is a prose 
too sophisticated for a s tuden t w ho can 't

spell Parlin,' "  Velz added , referring to the 
incorrect spelling of the build ing nam e in 
the correspondence.

But Alan f riedm an, a professor of Eng
lish, said he did not think the le tter was 
politically m otivated and was probably 
from a studen t.

"I think it's done by a s tuden t. N o col
league I know  of w ould do  such a thing. I 
d o n 't know w ho w rote it or w hy ,"  he said.

Velz said he had not heard of anyone get
ting such letters until form er UT English 
professor Alan Gribben started  receiving 
them  during  the 1990 debates over revising 
the English 306 curriculum  to include multi- 
culturalism .

"Until I heard som e tim e ago th a t Alan 
Gribben had received several anonym ous, 
insulting letters, I had not though t about

poison pen letters since I was in junior high 
school. It m akes the English D epartm ent 
look em barrassingly bad and  that is w hat 
angers me, as I care about the d ep art
m en t,"  he said.

Gribben, w ho  now teaches at A uburn 
University in M ontgom ery, A la., said the 
hate mail and  anonym ous ph o n e  calls he 
received w ere a factor in his deciding to 
leave the University.

"O n e  likes to  believe you could have the 
m ettle to w ithstand such harassm ent, bu t I 
found it particularly ab h o rren t,"  he said. 
"D uring  the English 306 debate 1 got 12 to 
15 calls a day and a lot of n ight time calls. I 
felt I w as getting  the m essage I had to go ."

O ne other English professor, w ho asked 
not to be identified, said he has received 
hate mail in the  past.

Whitmire calls for 
women in Congress
Jeff Rhoads
Daily Texan Staff

Texas w om en m ust run  for the 
U.S. C ongress if they w ant to 
build on the  political successes of 
Gov. Ann Richards and Texas' 
w om en m ayors, H ouston M ayor 
Kathy W hitm ire said Friday.

"You have to w onder vvhv is it 
that the Texas congressional dele
gation, w hich is an extrem ely im 
portan t delegation, does not have 
any w om en in it, and  has had only 
one [U.S. Rep. Barbara Jordan, E>- 
H ouston] in h istory ," W hitm ire 
told an assem bly of w om en politi
cians at the Lyndon Baines John
son School of Public Affairs.

"I have to tell you, there are 
some very basic answ ers," W hit
mire said. "T he wom en d id n 't 
run. There are only a few w om en 
who have ever run serious cam 
paigns for C ongress from this 
sta te ."

W hitm ire spoke Friday to m ore 
than 50 fem ale officeholders at the 
W om en's C am paign  R esearch 
Fund w eekend conference. Evelyn 
M urphy, the  form er lieu tenant 
governor u n d e r Gov. Michael D u
kakis, and  Wilma M ankiller, the 
chief of the  Cherokee N ation, 
joined an  assem blage of state 
treasurers an d  state legislators to 
discuss public policy and cam 
paign strategy.

Jordan, w ho holds the LBJ Chair 
in N ational Affairs, opened the 
conference by challenging her au 
dience, the "keepers of the flame 
of dem ocracy ," to "avoid even the 
appearance of im propriety".

"Those in public office should 
be m ore sensitive to ethics than 
anybody else in any other place," 
Jordan said, "because those elect
ed to public offices are charged 
with the public tru st."

"You should  hold principles 
which nu d g e  you, which plague 
you, w hich dog your conscience," 
Jordan said.

Jordan also told her audience 
she though t w om en could make

“You have to wonder 
why is it that the Texas 
congressional delega
tion, which is an ex
tremely important dele
gation, does not have 
any women in it, and 
has had only one [U.S. 
Rep. Barbara Jordan, D- 
Houston] in history.”

—  Houston  M a y o r  
Kathy  Whitmire

C ongress m ore effective.
"W e would be m ore willing to 

engage in com prom ise than men 
are ," Jordan said. "W e recognize 
the role of the  com prom ise, be
cause we d o n 't delude ourselves 
into thinking we are always 
righ t."

N ew  York City Com ptroller 
E lizabeth H oltzm an said she 
w ants to run for the Senate in 1992 
because the Senate has left w om en 
"going backw ards headlong into 
the 21st cen tu ry ."

"O ne  of the factors tha t have en 
couraged me was the  experience 
testifying before the Senate Judici
ary Com m ittee on David S outer," 
said H oltzm an.

She is runn ing  against G eral
dine Ferraro for the Democratic 
nom ination in the 1992 Senate race 
in New York. The nom inee will 
run against incum bent Republican 
Alfonse D 'Am ato.

H oltzm an said w hen she criti
cized Souter's stands on privacy 
and abortion, she received "only  
condescension from the com m it
tee."

The conference offered w ork
shops on runn ing  for office, from 
raising m oney to getting  in touch 
with voters to dealing with the
press.

W hitmire an d  Texas State T reas
urer Kay Bailey H utchison talked 
about financial policy on the city 
and state levels.
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Jackson’s son urges minorities ahead
Christy Fleming
Daily Texan Staff

David Fitzgerald/Daily Texan Staff

Jesse Jackson Jr. encouraged retention of minority students at UT.

Jesse Jackson Jr. told 63 people at 
a luncheon in the Texas Union Ball
room on Saturday to  "start using 
w hat we got" in a speech sponsored 
by the M inority Inform ation C enter 
to encourage retention  of m inority 
students.

Jackson said m inorities have a 
"m oratorium  for excuses."

"U se w hat you go t,"  Jackson 
said. "Stevie W onder may no t have 
eyesight but he has insight. Rosie 
Parks? H er feet w ere tired. Use 
w hat you got.

"M any of u s  are the  first to be no
ticed in class," Jackson said. "W e 
represen t the entire race by being 
there ."

Jackson noted  th a t m any at the 
luncheon w ere probably the first 
generation of their family attend ing  
college. "I w an t to encourage you to 
m ove beyond a ttend ing  and g radu 
ate from an institu te of higher learn
ing," Jackson said.

"There are great forces to keep us 
from attain ing education ," he said. 
"W hy are there m ore jails than 
schools? M ore black m en in prison 
than in college?"

Jackson said he likes to talk with 
s tuden ts in high school about get
ting their priorities straight, using 
exam ples such as "W hich is more 
im portant: know ing how to roll a 
joint or know ing how  to w rite a re

sum e? The bookie or biology? Gigo
lo or geology?"

Jackson also said m inorities' e d u 
cation should not be focused on get
ting a job but instead how to go 
back to the com m unity w ith the de
gree.

" B a c k  h o m e  n o t h i n g  h a s  
ch an g ed ,"  he said. "U se your e d u 
cation to change the lot of the aver
age person  in the com m unity ."

After discussing the D esert Storm 
conflict as being racially m otivated, 
Jackson apologized for getting too 
political.

"But we m ust understand  politics 
to have an appreciation of the subtle 
gam es run on this cam pus,"  Jack
son said am idst applause. "If you 're  
poor, you steal. If you 're  rich, you 
em bezzle. If y ou 're  poor, you 're  in a 
gang and  if you 're  rich, you 're  in 
organized crim e."

Politics were brough t up again 
w hen an  audience m em ber asked 
Jackson about his position on Su
prem e Court nom inee Clarence 
Thom as.

"I d o n 't  su p p o rt h im ,"  Jackson 
said. "H e 's  know n for tw o things: 
Being black, th a t 's  no t good 
enough. He opposes affirm ative ac
tion, th a t's  also not good enough. I 
d o n 't like his direction, and som e 
w hites w on 't su p p o rt him  because 
of his d irection ."

The luncheon, sponsored  by the 
M inority Inform ation C enter, was 
part of the M inority S tuden ts W eek
end.

Professor against putting faculty on Board of Regents
Jenny Lin
Daily Texan Staff

Though the debate  for faculty representation 
on the UT System Board of Regents has been the 
topic of num erous argum ents and  failed legisla
tion, at least one UT faculty m em ber does not 
see a need for a faculty regent.

"I think the p residen ts ought to run the  uni
versities. You get better representation from  the 
advisory council w ith m em bers from the  aca
dem ic institu tions, and tha t's  beneficial," said 
Ira Iscoe, a professor of psychology. "B ut the 
president is ultim ately responsible for the quality 
of the university. We should  m ove for som e di
versity and pick the best possible regents w e can 
get for the nine m em bers."

A concession to the dem an d s for a faculty re
gent is the Faculty A dvisory Council to the board 
of regents, im plem ented tw o years ago by the 
Office of the Chancellor.

H ans Mark, chancellor of the board of regents, 
said the advisory council has no  voting pow ers 
but functions to "p rov ide advice on various is
sues to the chancellor."

M ark's office was unable to provide a list of 
the U niversity 's represen tatives to the advisory 
council.

rhe council, which has a total of 35 rep resen t
atives from all the UT cam puses, has th ree rep re
sentatives from each cam pus that aw ards doctor
ates and  two each from the cam puses that do  
not.

Some faculty m em bers see the council as a first 
step tow ards increasing faculty input.

"H aving a faculty advisory council as a source 
of inpu t is good ,"  said Iscoe, w ho serves on the 
Faculty S enate 's budget com m ittee. "The Sys
tem -w ide council allows the  d ifferent com po
nen ts to talk about different problem s and  in
crease collegiality."

According to Sue G reninger, vice chairm an of 
the Faculty Senate, "A nytim e m echanism s are in 
place for faculty in p u t it's a good idea. It's  a 
start. Give it time to see how  effective it is — we 
need to keep com m unications going.

"Som e to p  priorities that 1 w ould like to see ' 
handled  are library funding and  faculty salaries 
being com petitive to attract good prospects and 
com pete w ith  peer institu tions," G reninger said, 
adding  that the faculty council's involvem ent 
w ith the budget m ight be able to effect the 
changes.
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