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UT graduate student confirms Pluto’s moon
By BRIAN EDWARDS
Daily Texan Staff

2 A graduate student of astronomy at the 
'.University has made the first definite obser- 
*-vation of an eclipse of Pluto by a moon.
V- ’ Richard Binzel, who recorded the eclipse 
v¿bout 2 a.m. Sunday at the McDonald Obser
v a to ry  in West Texas, said the observation 

 ̂confirms the existence of the moon and ulti
m ate ly  could help scientists unlock secrets 
«about the creation of the solar system.IF

" It  will help us learn much, much more 
about Pluto," Binzel said Tuesday. Positive 
knowledge of the moon's existence can pro
vide information about Pluto's size, mass and 
density, he said.

"Pluto is one of the major mysteries in un
derstanding the formation of the solar sys
tem, and improved understanding of it can 
improve understanding of how the Earth and 
solar system were formed," Binzel said.

Astronomers have been trying to prove the 
existence of Pluto's moon for about three 
years, Binzel said.

"W e didn't just point the telescope at Pluto 
and see it," he said. "There was a bit of luck 
involved, but we've been working very dedi- 
catedly tor three years. It's the end of a long, 
arduous climb."

Confirming the eclipse of Pluto by the 
moon, called Charon, is the second important 
find by Binzel and another boost to his long
time interest in astronomy. An asteroid was 
named for Binzel in 1984 in recognition of his 
studies of the fluctuations of light reflected 
from asteroids.

" I was bom in the dawn of the space age.

and was exposed to the excitement of the ear
ly space program," Binzel said. He said he 
has had a keen interest in astronomy since he 
was 12, and "since the prospects of becoming 
an astronaut are very small, I decided the best 
way to study space was to become an astron
omer."

Jeff Stoner, a spokesman for the National 
Optical Astronomy Observatory, in Tucson, 
Ariz., said professional astronomers and pro
fessors are not the only ones making such 
discoveries.
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Eddie Reeves, Reginald Baptiste, Randy Bowman, Darrick Eugene and Major Thomas Jr. attend the raly.

Rally celebrates black history
I By SONNY PARAFINA
H Special to the Texan 
*
J  Members of the Black Students 
*r Alliance recognized Black History 
Z Month with a West Mall rally Tues- 
íd ay to bring attention to issues of 
'racism, segregation and black stu- 
/dent participation at the University.
* February has been punctuated by 
% discussions of black history and 
» films showcasing the talents of 
^blacks.
•' The rally organizers said they 
- wanted to encourage students to 
-speak publicly on their views of the

black experience.
BSA also had planned a march for 

Tuesday in conjunction with the ral
ly from the Jester Dormitory West 
Lounge to the Texas Union Ball
room.

Black History Month is the exten
sion of Black History Week, created 
by Carter G. Woods, who also be
gan the Association for the Study of 
Afro-American Culture in the 1920s. 
It attempts to familiarize the black 
community with the achievements 
of blacks in American history and 
culture.

"The black experience is a unique
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Tired of the HIGH-TECH CROWD 
and the CROWDED HIGHWAYS?

If you like a warm climate, appreciate a progressive School Board, 
want to work with a Dynamic Administration, and yearn for parents 
that are supportive, then the La Joya Indep in
the Rio Grande Valley is what you're looking for! School officials will 
be available to visit with you on

Wednesday, Feb. 20,1985 
at the Marriott Hotel 

in the Sundance Room 
from 6-10 p.m.

For more information, contact Mr. Macario Garza, Asst. Supt. 
for Personnel, (512) 585-9781.

^Joya
  Independent School District

R. O. Drawer J> La Joya, Texas 78560 (512)585-9781

Department heads seek options 
to fill E346K writing component

historical and cultural experience," 
said John Warfield, director of UT 
African and Afro-American Studies.

" It  is a history of coming to Amer
ica forcibly, living under the slave- 
holding tradition, the segregated 
experience and the struggle to 
maintain culture and humanity.

"Blacks find it difficult to under
stand why whites considered them
selves superior and blacks inferior," 
Warfield said. "(Blacks) do not un
derstand the correlation (that 
whites make) between color and in
tellect. The stigma still exists long 
past your investment against it."

By ANDREA BEEBE
Daily Texan Staff

In the wake of the postponement 
of English 346K as a graduation re
quirement, college deans are com
piling alternatives for students.

William Sutherland, chairman of 
the Department of English, has be
gun meeting with deans from other 
departments to discuss the effects of 
postponing English 346K. Tuesday 
he spoke with representatives from 
the colleges of engineering and 
communication and tried to contact 
the College of Business Administra
tion.

Cathey Eves-Ringstaff, assistant 
to the dean of business administra
tion, declined comment on the fu
ture of substantial writing compo
nent classes for business students. 
She said faculty members are work
ing on a new policy that should be 
distributed to business students 
Wednesday afternoon and Thurs
day morning.

Undergraduate deans were noti
fied Friday that E346K — Writing 
for Different Disciplines — has been 
indefinitely postponed as a gradua
tion requirement. The move alters 
the substantial writing component 
requirements for all students under 
the 1983-1985 and 1984-1986 cata-

logs.
Charles Sorber, associate dean for 

academic affairs in the College of 
Engineering, said he would ask 
Sutherland to reinstate English 317 
— Technical Writing — to fulfill the 
substantial writing component re
quirement. Before the department 
began offering E346K in 1983, engi
neering students were required to 
take E317.

Sutherland said the two depart
ments will continue discussing the 
matter of reinstating E317.

"W e (the English department) 
have to lay down what we can and 
can't do," he said.

The process may be lengthy be
cause the English department 
would need money and staff for the 
class, but Sutherland said he would 
like to have a decision for the fall 
semester within two weeks.

English department faculty mem
bers say they are hoping other UT 
colleges w ill offer substantial writ
ing component classes to relieve the 
department of the burden of teach
ing upper-division composition to 
every student. They say the move 
would help bring the department 
budget under control while offering 
students a chance to write about 
subjects in their own fields.

"W riting is properly a university-

wide responsibility," said Wayne 
Rebhom, professor of English.

In a letter informing English fac
ulty members that E346K had been 
postponed, Sutherland said, "The 
department w ill do all it can to as
sist lecturers in finding jobs." The 
letter stated the department would 
recommend former English lectur
ers to other departments that may 
be looking for people to instruct 
substantial w riting component 
classes.

Terry McDonald, lecturer in Eng
lish, said he doubted positions in 
other departments would open up.

"O ur degrees are in English," he 
said. "They're going to want some
one with a degree in their field. 
We're not qualified.

"The University has a policy of 
not hiring someone for a lower posi
tion than what they have had before 
at UT," he said.

George Wead, associate dean of 
the College of Communication, said 
he and Sutherland have been dis
cussing the situation since the post
ponement. Wead said students cur
rently enrolled in E346K should not 
worry. But Wead said the change 
could be a problem for other stu
dents because the two most recent 
catalogs still require the class.

littl© ads bring BIG BUCKS!
trv o classified ad in T h e  Da il y  T e x a n

THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST
— Reasonable and Appealing —

"Something frightening" appeared on the Texan's 
editorial page February 7th. An Austin resident, DA. 
Bames, attacked the logic of a Christian speaker. 
That's Barnes' right and privilege, but in that attack 
he or she went too far and repeated the same sad, 
old story of mass-stereotyping a group of people. In 
the attack Bames brands Christians and the Christian 
faith with many sweeping labels such as "without 
reason", "frightening", "inconsistent", "violent", "in
tolerant", "sexist", "mundane", "idiot", and "mental 
hara-kiri".

This name-calling probably deserves no response. 
Yet since Mr. or Ms. Barnes chose the public forum to 
vent his or her personal biases, we feel compelled to 
repind, not to attack Bames personally, but to pres
ent our side of the story.

First, Bames claims that "hundreds of students are 
trading in their ability to reason and the input from 
their five senses" by believing in Christ. Actually to 
believe in Christ one need not "trade in" his reason 
or five senses. The truth is that the gospel appeals to 
the deepest sense in mankind — the spirit. 'The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our spirit" (Romans 8:16) 
and 'That which is born of the Spirit is spirit" (John 
3:6). Even the more, many Christians have realized 
that when their spiritual need is met their entire 
being —  reason and senses included — is greatly 
enhanced. One striking example is an acquaintence 
of mine who flunked out of U.T. while involved with 
drugs. Later, after believing the gospel and receiving 
Christ experientially, he went on to complete a Ph.D. 
in the classics and linguistics, and taught at a major 
university — hardly a case of trading in his "ability to 
reason." I, myself, as a member of this faculty and a 
doctoral student, find my reasoning abilities greatly 
increased by the peace and stability in my life 
through knowing Christ. The Bible encourages us to 
have our mind renewed (Romans 12:2; Ephesians 
4:23), not to practice "mental hara-kiri."

Bames claims that Christian beliefs are "violent 
and intolerant." First, does a person become violent 
after receiving into his life the Lord Jesus with his 
teachings and influence? That is absurd. An unrea
sonable person could always cite evil abberations, 
such as Hitler who was a "Christian" only in name, 
not in heart. But after nineteen years of active Chris
tian living I have met literally thousands whose story 
is one of crime and/or violence before knowing 
Christ, and of real change after inviting Him into their 
life. At times I've shuddered to think of how much 
more violence there would be in this nation without 
the influence that Jesus has had on so many. What 
does the Bible really teach? "...recompensing to no 
one evil for evil ... if possible, as far as depends on 
you, living in peoce with all men" (Romans 12:18), 
and, in Galatians 5:22, "But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, meekness, self-control." Certainly the 
Bible doesn't teach believers to be violent.

Second, are Christian beliefs "intolerant' ? It de
pends on what $ames means. If he or she means that 
Christians must accept as truth every philosophy and 
notion that is floating around in order to be tolerant,

then Christians are intolerant and Bames is right. 
Certainly and absolutely Christians believe that Jesus 
is the truth. "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
man comes unto the Father but by me" (John 14:6). If 
we didn't believe what Jesus said, we wouldn't take 
his name by calling ourselves Christians. But if the 
author means that we don't allow others to hold and 
express their own views, religious or otherwise, then 
Bames is wrong. Webster's defines intolerant as 
"unwilling to grant equal expression, especially in 
religious matters." W e cherish the freedom of press 
and religion as much as any. Ours is a country of 
toleration which protects Christians as well as their 
antagonists. The Christian faith allows every person 
to make his own decision whether to follow Christ, 
and we can live peacefully and tolerantly with those 
who don't. But we reserve the right to disagree and 
to express our faith without being labeled "intoler
ant."

Bames also accuses "Paul of Tarsus" (it should be 
Saul of Tarsus, later known simply as Paul) of being 
"intolerant." But what does Paul really teach? "Be 
patient toward all men" (I Thess. 5:14). "Let us do 
good towards all men" (Galatians 6:14). "Bless them 
that persecute you; bless, and curse not" (Romans 
12:14). "And the servant of the Lord must not be 
quarrelsome, but be gentle towards all" (2 Timothy 
2:24).

The author also accuses Paul of having "a sexist 
view of the world." First, Paul's epistles were written 
to the new and small churches, and were never in
tended to be "a view of the world." Second, the 
dictionary defines sexist as "prejudice or discrimina
tion based on sex." I wonder why Paul's attackers 
don't quote him in Galatians 3:28 where he negates 
both sexes by saying that in Christ "there is not male 
or female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus." The 
truth is that the love in Christ Jesus leads us out of 
feeling of rivalry and antagonism to one of mutual 
respect, harmony, and oneness.

The author implied that believing in Christ will lead 
one to "see things that aren't there, hear strange 
voices ... babble like an idiot ... give large sums of 
money to southern politicians." Would Bames rather 
us give money to northern politicians? Seriously, the 
above quote is simply an unreasonable attempt to 
label Christians as foolish.

Finally, Bames states that people should be al
lowed to believe what they want as long as they 
don't "shove their opinions down other's throats by 
personal confrontation, intimidation, or through op
pressive laws." Very true. But if Bames means to cen
sor Christians so that they never share their faith and 
experience with others, then the author is wrong. I've 
never known anyone who became a genuine be
liever by intimidation or throat-cramming. But I have 
seen many people helped to understand the gospel 
by someone kindly taking the time and interest to 
present it to them. Just as every student is free to 
accept or reject God's gift of life in Christ Jesus, so 
every Christian should be just as free to offer it to 
others. That is only reasonable —  and tolerant.

Gary W. Evans

Bible-Study of Revelation Every Wednesday 
12 noon Texas Union Room 4.224

Christians on Campus


