
Longhorns selected in amateur baseball draft, page 7

T h e  Daily  T f x a n
Vol. 90, No. 148 1 Section The student newspaper of The University of Texas at Austin Tuesday, June 4,1991 25c

New E306 syllabus able to unite divided English Department
Francine Bosco
Daily Texan Staff

supported it.
"I see it as a com prom ise and I think it's 

good. The people w ho wrote it wanted to 
accommodate different points of view in 
the department and 1 think they accom
plished that,” said Maxine Hairston, pro
fessor of English

Hairston was am ong several professors 
w ho opposed the original syllabus, which  
critics charged would "politicize” the cur
riculum. But Hairston said she does not 
think the new  syllabus is politically 
focused.

"I think it offers the student and the

Both sides are claiming victory over the 
revised English 306 syllabus which was 
drawn up by a new  seven-m em ber com m it
tee and unanim ously approved last month 
after a year of controversy and heated de
bates.

The new syllabus, approved by the Eng
lish faculty 36-0 on May 3, has been praised 
both by faculty members w ho opposed the 
initial syllabus and by those w ho originally

Kurds, Iraqis 
battle again
6 reported killed; shots 
from Baath HQ start riots

teacher lots of choice in what they want to 
teach. It em phasizes the writing process, it 
makes writing the center,” she said.

But som e faculty members w ho support
ed the original said they see no compro
mise in the new  syllabus. James Kinneavy, 
chair of the com m ittee, and Alison Regan, 
committee member, said they feel the new  
version retains the intentions of the previ
ous one although it differs in substance.

"The readings are very different. They 
cover a w ide range of topics," Kinneavy 
said. "The readings are not 'diversity- 
based' although there is a suggested term

paper on multiculturalism.”
While Kinneavy said he did not feel the 

original syllabus was "too radical,” he said 
the new  one retains the em phasis on argu
mentation, rhetoric and vocabulary.

"I voted for the original so I didn't think 
it too radical. This one retains som e of the 
features and if you want to call it a com pro
mise you can," he said. "I don't think it's 
an academic compromise."

The m ost com m on complaint cited 
against the first syllabus was that the read
ings were one-sided and politically biased, 
and that the focus of the class was on issues

rather than writing skills.
Both Kinneavy and Regan em phasized  

that the new syllabus stresses writing as
signments and contains readings on a w ide  
range of topics from euthanasia to abortion 
and multiculturalism.

"The English Department needed a 306 
for the fall. So w e honored the intentions of 
the proposals to the committee and made it 
acceptable to the department," Regan said.

The assigned readings, a sore point for 
the opposition, will not be fixed, according 
to Betty Sue Flowers, committee member.

Associated Press

RANI YAH, Iraq — In the worst 
outbreak of violence since an April 
cease-fire, Kurds and Iraqis have 
clashed in three northern Iraqi cit
ies, reports and w itnesses said 
Monday.

Four Kurds and two Iraqi officials 
of the ruling Baath Party were killed 
in one demonstration in Dohuk in 
which Kurds urged U.S. troops to 
stay in northern Iraq, Turkey's Ana
tolia new s agancy reported.

However, the violence took place 
outside the allied-policed security 
zone. Neither U.S. troops nor Unit
ed Nations forces intervened.

Many Kurds believe Iraq will 
m ove against them w hen the allies 
leave northern Iraq. The allies estab
lished a security zone for Kurds 
w ho fled after their anti-govern
ment uprising failed. The allies have 
not said w hen they will leave.

Only about 33,000 refugees are 
still in tent settlement? in the securi
ty zone in northern Iraq, of the 
450,000 people w ho fled in March 
after the failed rebellion. H undreds 
of thousands of refugees have re
turned to their hom es or remain 
along the Iran-Iraq border.

The Cukurca camp, the last haven 
on the Turkish-Iraqi border still 
open, had few?er than 1,000 people, 
dow n from about 100,000 in April. It 
is due to close Tuesday or W ednes
day, said Cmdr. John W oodhouse, 
a spokesm an at the Incirlik air base 
in Turkey.

The latest outbreak of violence oc
curred in the provincial capital of 
Dohuk, just outside the security 
zone.

The four Kurds were killed Sun
day evening during a dem onstra
tion outside offices of the ruling 
Baath party w hen shots were fired 
from inside the building, Anatolia 
new s agency reported. The crowd 
then attacked the building and 
killed two party officials, Anatolia

said, quoting w itnesses.
Last w eek, crowds of Kurdish 

men clashed with Iraqi security 
forces in Suleimaniyah and Erbil, 
tw o large cities, killing at least seven  
Republican Guards and destroying  
governm ent offices, w itnesses said 
M onday.

It w as the m ost serious violence 
since an April 13 cease-fire between  
the Kurds and the Iraqi govern
ment.

Kurdish leaders in Raniyah, a 
sm all city 80 m iles north of 
Suleim aniyah, said seven Kurds 
and three Iraqis were killed in the 
clash in Dohuk. Neither their report 
nor that of Anatolia could be inde
pendently confirmed.

In Dohuk, about 2,000 Kurds had 
dem onstrated outside the police sta- 
tion earlier in the day on Sunday. 
They attacked the building, ignor
ing calls by Kurdish rebel group 
members to disperse, Anatolia said. 
About 50 or 60 Iraqi officers were 
hurt in the clash and military vehi
cles. were torched in the building's 
parking lot before the crowd  
dispersed, it said.

U .N . security personnel were 
present but did not intervene, Ana
tolia reported without elaborating.

The role of the lightly armed U .N . 
guards is "to create a climate of 
reassurance,” the U .N .'s  special 
representative in Iraq, Bernt Ber- 
nander, has said. They are not a po
lice force and have no power to in
vestigate.

Officially, security is in the hands 
of Iraqi police and representatives of 
Kurdish rebels.

Anatolia, quoted U.S. Army Lt. 
Gen. John Shalikashvili, the com 
mander of allied forces helping re
patriate the Kurds, as saying: "We 
are very sorry about this, but w e are 
not responsible for security in 
D ohuk.”

Although Dohuk is outside the al
lied security zone, a small allied 
force is in the city to repair services 
for returning refugees.

—

Stretches of a sandan
Joseph Birdsong led his aikido students through 
warm-up excercises before their Monday-afternoon 
workout. Birdsong holds the rank of ‘ sandan,’’ or third-

David Fitzgerald'Daii> Texan Staff

degree black belt, in this martial art, which emphasizes 
defense without injuring the attacker. Birdsong has 
taught aikido in Austin since 1984.

Federal bill 
takes aim at 
child abuse
David Loy
Daily Texan Staff

A $6 billion plan that w ould com 
bine federal funds with state m onies 
to fight poverty and protect children 
from abuse w as unveiled in Austin 
Monday by three members of the 
U.S. H ouse Ways and M eans Com 
mittee.

The Family Preservation Act of 
1991 would strengthen each state's 
child welfare services, improve fos
ter care and adoption assistance and 
provide em ergency assistance for 
hom eless children by allocating ad
ditional funds to states human ser
vices programs.

"Many families in America are in 
trouble," said Tom D ow ney, D- 
N.Y., the bill's author. "Alcohol, 
drugs, poverty, hom elessness and 
hopelessness have strained the ca
pacity of many families to nurture 
their children adequately and to 
maintain a healthy family life .”

He ad d ed  tha t the funds w ould  
be d istribu ted  to states according to 
the nu m b er of abuse and hom eless- 
ness cases reported , not on the trad 
itional g ro u n d s  of incom e. The 
nu m b er o f  abused  children in the 
United S tates has doubled since 
1980, but half of those children do 
not receive w elfare assistance be
cause they are above the poverty  
line.

"T his bill ends the federal m an
date that federal foster care pay 
ments go only  to poorest of chil
d re n ,"  said M ichael A ndrew s, D- 
H ouston . "Child abuse is not 
confined to the poor — federal law 
should  p ro tect all children regard
less of incom e.”

D ow nev said, how ever, that a d e 
cision on how  to fund the program  
has no t been  m ade. "O u r strategy is 
to gain su p p o rt for the bill and  then 
discuss fu n d in g .” He explained that 
if fund ing  is b rough t up now , the 
focus will tu rn  to dollars an d  no t to 
help ing  children.

A ndrew s said, "C o n g ress  will 
have to consider carefully the  cost of 
the Family Preservation  Act. But the 
cost of not acting is even  greater. 
T w o-th irds of all felons have  been  
abused as children. We m ust cut

Please see Children, page 2

Bush allows Soviet credit
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Bush, in an important 
gesture to Mikhail Gorbachev, kept the door open for 
trade with the Soviet Union on Monday and appeared 
inclined to give M oscow more loan guarantees for buy
ing American grain.

Bush notified Congress he was waiving Jackson- 
Vanik trade restrictions for another year, giving the So
viets access to U.S. credit markets and thus easing the 
way for them to buy grain. The current waiver, granted 
last December, expired on Monday.

It seem ed increasingly likely that Bush would go 
along with inviting Gorbachev to a London gathering 
of major industrialized nations and also w ould  hold his 
ow n summit with the Soviet leader by the end of June 
or in July.

"We're considering the matter and looking at all the 
possibilities," White H ouse press secretary Marlin Fitz- 
water said when asked about Gorbachev com ing to
London. Most other sum m it countries support the invi
tation.

The m oves are signs of a renewed warmth in Bush's 
relationship with Gorbachev, which had been strained 
earlier in the year by a harsh military crackdown in the 
Baltic states and a lag in Soviet econom ic and political 
reforms.

The White H ouse said the United States was interest
ed in helping M oscow but expected a payback. Fitzwa- 
ter said, "We are interested in pursuing our agenda 
and the things that are important to us, particularly in 
the arms control area."

Bush also continued for another year the Jackson- 
Vanik waivers — named after two lawmakers — for 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Mongolia.

The trade restrictions were enacted in 1974 to 
squeeze the Soviet econom y in order to force the em i
gration of Soviet Jews and other minorities.

Announcing Bush's waiver, Fitzwater said, "The 
president made this decision in view of the fact that the

“We are interested in pursuing our 
agenda and the things that are import
ant to us, particularly in the arms con
trol area.”

—  White House press secretary 
Marlin Fitzwater

Soviet governm ent has substantially reduced barriers to 
emigration for Soviet citizens."

He said the numbers of Soviets allowed to emigrate 
has risen from 2,000 in 1986 to "over 370,000 in 1990. 
The administration believes that this positive trend will 
continue."

Bush waived lackson-Vanik last vear to permit bank 
credits tor M oscow and $1.3 biilion in loan guarantees 
to buy U.S. farm products and manufactured goods.

Two administration officials said Bush was likely to 
provide the Soviets with easy credits to purchase more 
American grain and agricultural products. M oscow has 
asked for $1.5 billion in loan guarantees and also hopes 
to win the designation of "most favored nation" for 
trade.

The most-favored status would allow the Soviet Un
ion to export goods to the United States under the most 
liberal tariffs and quotas.

Fitzwater said Bush had not made a decision on ei
ther question. "We're interested in helping and that is 
one of the ways that w e can. ... The history of that 
certainly is that we are d isposed to consider it very 
seriously."

The suspension of Jackson-Vanik restrictions is re
quired for granting most-favored-nation status. Fitzwa
ter said the United States will give the most-favored  
designation to Bulgaria and Mongolia w hen their 
lawmakers ratify commercial agreem ents signed in 
April. Czechoslovakia already has most-favored status.
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Director Ken Harrison brings a 
touch of film noir to Dallas' Deep 
Ellum district with his third film, 
Ninth Life. 8

Also inside:

As many as 12 people are killed 
and three dozen missing after a 
volcano eruption in southwest Ja
pan. 3

Weather: 
Moving Weather. I knew I
should’ve rented a U-Haul like 
Bob told me to. I didn t think I'd 
need it; the new place is only a 
block down the street Now I’ve 
got a 30 percent chance of getting 
drenched today — when I'm not 
getting fried by the highs m the 
low 90s while hauling heavy furni
ture And then I’ve got to chase 
after the papers caught by the 10- 
15 mph winds from the southeast. 
At least I’ll be able to sit on my 
new balcony and cool off in the 
low 70s temperatures tonight.
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School uniforms 
draw parents* ire
Michelle Koidin
Daily Texan Staff

Two Austin parents w ho do not 
want their children to attend Winn 
Elementary School because of its 
new uniform policy will appeal to 
Austin Independent School District 
administrators this week after their 
transfer requests were denied

The new  policy — which will be 
implemented at W’inn this fall — 
strongly recom m ends that all stu
dents wear a white shirt and navy 
pants, a skirt, walking shorts or 
jeans on M ondays through Thurs
days.

At Parent Teacher Association 
m eetings, frustrated parents have 
expressed concern with a school 
policy that they believe suggests 
conformity and discourages free 
thinking. They say that while 56 
percent of Winn parents voted in fa
vor of the uniform policy last 
month, almost half of the parents 
voted against it, and must now en
courage their children to follow a 
policy with which they disagree.

"I'm not going to allow my chil
dren to attend that sch ool next 
year," said Julie Peralez, whose 
children will be second- and fourth- 
graders in the fall. "My children un
derstand what is at stake and they 
don't want to. They would have to

look alike, act alike and think alike."
And "how are the other children 

going to respond to my children? 
There's going to be pressure" to 
conform, Peralez said, adding that 
she  believes her children w ould be 
ostracized by others tor not com ply
ing with the rule.

Peralez, w ho attended W inn her
self, said she received a letter ot d e
nial Saturday after she applied to 
transfer her children to Lee Elemen
tary School, where her children 
could choose their ow n attire She 
said the letter did not provide a s u b 
stantial reason tor turning dow n her 
application.

"Nowhere can they prove that 
this [policy] is going to be benefi
cial," she said. But "right now what 
we re upset about is that thev're not 
allowing our children to transfer."

Mary Prater, the PTA treasurer 
and a parent who o p p o se s  the poli
cy, said, "My child doesn't have 
any problems and I don't see w hv  
she should have to wear a uni
form "

Prater said her denial letter indi
cated that by withdrawing her child 
— w ho is of white and Hispanic d e 
scen t —  the ethnic balance would be 
disrupted, as at least 80 percent of 
W inn's students are black

The implementation of uniforms

Please see Uniforms, page 2


