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General Faculty approves new English requirement
'  By AMY MA3HBERG 

Dally Texan Staff
A University-wide English requirement pro

posed by James Kinneavy, professor of English, 
in February was accepted Thursday by the Gen
eral Faculty and sent to President Peter Flawn 
for review.

H. Paul Kelley, secretary of the General Facul
ty, said Monday that by Thursday’s protest dead- 

, line only two protests had been received. Ten fac
ulty protests are necessary to send the proposal
to a full meeting of the General Faculty, which 

h would vote on whether to accept the new require- 
" ment.

Kinneavy had proposed replacing the current 
second semester freshman composition course 
with a composition course to be held during the 
junior or senior year.

If the program is accepted by the higher ad
ministration, the course, English 346K, will offer 
specialized writing in either arts and humanities, 
social and behavioral sciences, natural sciences 
or business

In addition to 346K and the current freshman 
composition course, English 306, the revised nine-

hour core requirement includes English 316K 
which will bé offered during the student’s sopho
more year. In 316K students will read either 
world, English or American “masterworks.”

Kinneavy based his proposal for a junior- or 
senior-year composition course on a 1976 report 
by James Sledd, professor of English, and Susan 
Hereford of the Measurement and Evaluation 
Center. In the report, 76 percent of the more than 
1,400 faculty respondents favored an English 
composition course taught in the junior or senior 
year.

In addition, 85 percent of the 2,500 student 
respondents said they would be more motivated 
by a composition course at the junior or senior 
level, with 77 percent saying that composition in
struction should begin during the freshman year.

Kinneavy called the report a mandate for the 
upper-division course.

But Sledd, a critic of the revised requirement, 
and one of two faculty members who protested to 
the office of the General Faculty, sees the revised 
requirements as the English department’s solu
tion to enrollment problems 

’ They want to reduce the number of people

Access to syllabi suggested
Proposal requests early filing of course data

taking freshman composition,” he said.
Sledd mentioned some faculty members’ dis

dain for teaching freshman composition and said 
those courses are being taught by assistant in
structors and instructors.

”1 think some of them are qualified and some 
are not,” said Sledd, adding, “If they are fully 
qualified, why can’t they teach upper-division 
courses?”

“If they are fully qualified, then pay them ac
cordingly, and if they are not, then get people in 
the classroom who are,” he said.

Sledd said the University does not “dramatize” 
the importance of composition to its students. 
“People with no hope of tenure or promotion car
ry a heavy burden and low wages,” Sledd said.

Under those conditions, he said, “students will 
know that the University does not give a damn 
about composition.”

In his protest to the General Faculty, Sledd 
wrote, “The proposed upper-division courses 
have not been adequately planned and will not be 
adequately supported. The cooperation of the en
tire faculty and the full support of the administra
tion are essential to the success of any such

scheme.”
Sledd compared the new upper-division writing 

requirement to that at the University of Michi
gan. At that School, $500,000 is allocated a n n u a lly  
for the program, in which faculty members from 
ail over the university take part.

But Kinneavy said that while the University of 
Michigan was adding 101 courses, UT was only 
adding four — the four writing areas of the upper- 
level course. In addition, all of the teachers will 
be from the Department of English. He said the 
new UT program does not require that much 
money.

Kinneavy gave three reasons for his proposal. 
He cited a Harvard study which found that newly 
graduated science m ajors’ writing had declined 
over the undergraduate career, whereas liberal 
arts majors writing had progressed.

He said the proposal would keep science ma
jors, as well as other undergraduates, writing 
over three of the four years.

He said his proposal was also prompted by 
staffing problems caused by high enrollment. But 
he said that was not the main reason for the pro-

By CARMEN HILL 
'Dally Texan Staff

Aimed at ensuring access to basic information on course 
Requirements, a student-backed proposal calling for instructors 
to file “written communication of relevant course informa

tion” awaits President Peter Flawn’s approval, after being 
¡passed by the University Council at its May meeting.

Introduced by student representative Larry Nettles, a spring 
.graduate in the School of Law, the proposal recommends that 
«course information such as grading criteria, required texts and 
•materials, special policies and approximate examination dates 
*be presented to students in the form of a syllabus before the 
add and drop period ends. Though the recommendation says the 
requirement may be satisfied by course syllabi, it allows for 
other means when a syllabus is not applicable to the course. In 

-its original form, the proposal would have required all faculty 
members to distribute course syllabi each semester.

Earlier in the spring Nettles said the proposal would pro
mote better communication between faculty and students.

Council members opposed to the recommendation were con
cerned that it was too legalistic and would restrict the spon- 
Jtaneity and creativity of instruction.

Ira Iscoe, professor of psychology, said he favored optimum 
communication between students and faculty members, but 
that certain provisions in the legislation were inappropriate 
and were not likely to be effective.

“It would encourage caution by faculty members, not better 
course planning,” he said.

Nettles said the legislation suggests, but does not require, 
that a syllabus be distributed. “The purpose of the legislation is 
to try to avoid conflicts, to get students to know what is re
quired of them,” he said at the meeting. “The only thing re
quired is notice about the method of evaluation to be used in the 
course.”

Thomas Philpott, professor of history, supported the propos
al and said it was “not rigid, bureaucratic, burdensome or 
bothersome.”

James Hurst, who recently resigned as dean of students, also 
favored the recommendation, saying the “legislation is clearly 
not a legal document and is designed to enhance the education
al process.”

If Flawn approves the proposal, it will be added to the Uni
versity Handbook of Operating Procedures and will grant stu
dents the right to relevant course information.
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posal.
Kinneavy said when faculty members met to 

hammer out the new requirements they divided 
into eight committees with two or three given 
logistical problems such as enrollment.

The bulk of all of the “slugging and fighting” 
took place in the content committee and that lo
gistic decisions were a corollary to content com
mittee decisions, Kinneavy said.

He said faculty members and instructors, who 
next semester will be called lecturers, will teach 
the upper-division course, with mostly AIs and 
instructors to continue teaching the freshman 
course. The sophomore level course will be 
taught by AIs, instructors and faculty members.

Kinneavy said the department had one of the 
best programs in the country for training compo
sition instructors.

He said about 40 of the current 260 freshmen 
courses are taught by faculty members and that 
in the past three years he has not observed a 
problem among the faculty members with regard 
to teaching freshmen.

16,000 to register 
for summer terms

The thrice-yearly foot race around campus continues Tues
day as the remainder of an estimated 16,000 students register 
for summer courses.

Interested students should pick up and fill (Hit a dean’s 
course card at the Academic Center, meet with their depart
mental academic advisers for course approval and then pro
ceed to the West Terrace entrance of the Frank Erwin Center 
to obtain class cards and pay tuition and other fees.

Students can register Tuesday for both the first and second 
terms, and Registrar Albert Meerzo recommended that those 
wishing to take a course during the second term register now.

Tuesday, June 2

Susan Allen Camp, TSP Staff

A worker directs traffic during registration.

8:00 NEM-PAB 12:30 STP-TOS
8:30 PAC-PLM 1:00 TOT-VID
9:00 PLN-RAN 1:30 VIE-WAS
9:30 RAO-ROC

10:00 ROD-SCD 2:00 WAT-WHJ
10:30 SCE-SHC 2:30 WHK-WOL
11:00 SHD-SMI 3:00 WOM-WYK
11:30 SMJ-SNO 3:30 WYL-YOW
12:00 SNP-STO 4:00 YOX-ZZZ

Music course offered via TV
By CA TH I CARLTON  
Dally Texan Staff

College credit by watching televi
sion? KLRN/KLRU will broadcast a 
multi-media course entitled “Jazz: An 
American Classic.”

The telecourse, Special Topics in Mu
sic History, will be administered by Ex
tension and Correspondence Studies of 
the Division of Continuing Education 
and has been approved by the Depart
ment of Music for three hours credit in 
Music 307.

Students need to register for the pro
gram and complete the curriculum for 
credit.

The course is composed of 10 30-min
ute television programs to be aired on 
Tuesdays, beginning this week, from 
6:45 a.m. to 7:15 a.m. The program will 
be repeated on Thursdays at the same 
hour.

The program and lesson titles are: 
Born in America; New Orleans Tradi
tional; Chicago Jazz Age; New York: 
Big Bands, the Swing Era; Kansas 
City: The Southwestern Style; Bop: The 
First Revolution; The Cool Sound; Hard 
Bop Sound; and Sixties, Seventies and 
the Future.

The course was developed by the Uni
versity of Minnesota, with funding as
sistance from the University of Mid- 
America and the Ford Foundation. 
Professor Reginald Buckner, of the 
Afro-American and Music Education 
Departments, University of Minnesota, 
is the content specialist and the pro
gram host.

Rick Lawn, assistant professor of 
music at the University, who has played 
with such performers as Lionel Hamp
ton and Chuck Mangione and who con
ducts two jazz ensembles in the music

department, will conduct the course 
locally.

Lawn, who will also teach a regular 
jazz history course on campus, said the 
program and lesson materials look 
good, but, ‘there is a lot of listening re
quired,' he said.

A text, a study guide and a six-album 
record collection is required for the 
course. Also a series of writing assign
ments and two tests are to be used to 
determine the student’s grade.

No prerequisites are needed and a 
registration brochure can be picked up 
in the Extension and Correspondence 
Studies office in the Education Annex, 
F-38. Tuition for the telecourse is $85, 
and the other materials total about $55. *

For further questions or information, 
those interested may contact Mary 
Evelyn Moore at the Education Annex 
at 478-9833.
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CCUNIST MUSIC
LARRY GATLIN &

THE GATLIN BROS. BAND 
with DOTTIE WEST

F rid a y , J u n e  2 6  8  PM  $ 9  $ 8  $ 7
Tickets on sale W ed ., June 3 a t  8 A M  a t  th e  Erw in C en te r s 

N o rth  & South box o ffices. Phone lines open  a t  9  A M .
Tickets on sa le  a t  PAC Thurs., June 4  a t  10 A M . 

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT B orbeque B u ffe t 6  PM.
A du lts  S7 C h ild ren  12 & u nder $4 . N O  CAMERAS.

CHARGE A TICKET 
A U S T IN  4 7 7  6 0 6 0  
S A N  M A R C O S 3 9 2  2731  
TEMPLE 7 7 4 -9 1 7 6  
KILLEEN 5 2 6  20 81

M A IL  ORDER: P .O . B O X 2 9 2 9  AU STIN . TX 7 8 7 6 9  

5 0 f co n ve n ie n ce  c h a rg e  p e r  t ic k e t  on a l l  p h o n e  A m a il o rd e rs

Participating Texas Union oudets arc: In the 
Texas Union- the Food Mall, Garden Grille, 

Cactus Cafe, Santa Rita Restaurant, and Eeyores. 
Also, the Varsity Cafeteria, Law School Snack 
Bar, COFA/PAC Snack Bar, Graduate School 

Snack Bar, and campus carts. u

But you can buy an AnyMeal Book 
for only $20. The stamps in the 
Anymeal Book can be redeemed 

for $25 in food and drink (excluding 
alcohol) at any Texas Union Dining 

Service location. 
Any Meal books can be purchased 
at the Varsity Cafeteria (located 

behind Gregory Gym) and at 
the Information Desk in the Texas

Union.
Redeem the stamps for any food  
items ranging from an ice cream 

cone to a steak dinner.

BUY YOUR ANYMEAL BOOK 
TODAY!


