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VIEWPOINT

H appy T r a il s__
Gribben leaves fight with honor

T he departure of Alan G ribben has little to do with his politics, yet 
he is the victim of a fierce political battle waged in the Depart
ment of English over curricular issues. In 1987, Gribben, a Mark 

Twain scholar, cast the only dissenting vote in the departm ent against a 
Third W orld and Ethnic Studies program for graduate students. After 
that vote, Professor Gribben becam e a pariah. Angry colleagues 
maligned him, and many of his friends abandoned him. Then cam e the 
real abuse.

W hen he opposed transform ing the first-year com position course in 
I rhetoric into a sensitivity sem inar in "W riting About D ifference," Grib

ben notified the public about the changes, effectively com m itting profes- 
I sional suicide. Faculty m em bers began anew their attacks on his charac

ter, and the D epartm ent C hairm an accused Gribben of being an "ultra 
rightist" in the Houston Chronicle.

But Gribben says his politics —  though he has not been a particularly 
"p olitical" person since he protested the Vietnam W ar at Berkeley dur- 

I ing the height of the free speech m ovem ent —  are "independent, mod
erate, and concerned for the welfare of my fellow b ein g s."

He was not making a political statem ent w hen he voted against the 
graduate studies program or protested proposed changes in the E306 
class. He opposed lumping together com plex entities such as "E th n ic" 

j and "Third W orld" population groups, adding that he thought it absurd 
that the faculty should think that these courses "inevitably resem ble and 
reinforce each o th er."

Likewise, w hen after three years of ostracism from his departm ental 
colleagues, Gribben criticized the proposed readings for the new E306 

I class, he did it out of reverence for the sanctity of the classroom . He felt 
the departm ent would be dropping the traditional em phasis on style 
and gram m ar to make room for political content, and he feared the new 
class would treat style and form as incidental.

Whv was Gribben hated so m uch for his defense of traditional aca
demia and the study of British, American and European literature, 
which he had been teaching at the University for 17 years? He raised 

I  questions about the academ ic direction of the English D epartm ent, con
tributing to the discussion of academ ic merit. W hy were his opinions of 

! a subject he had taught for 17 years and in which he achieved honor 
dismissed as heresy?

The English faculty's insistence that Gribben stay out of their class
rooms was merely a cloak for their m essage that he stay clear of their 

j political bailiwicks. O stracizing a person for thinking differently has no 
place in the university com m unity. It only contributes to an im poverish
ment of intellectual and political debate.

On Mav 3, the English faculty unanim ously approved a version of the 
E306 class, ft includes an editing log to em phasize gram m ar, style and 
rhetoric, while carrying a broader selection of reading m aterials. W hy 
couldn't they have done that a year ago? Gribben's opponents could 
have saved the University from em barrassm ent, the curriculum 's integ- 

j rity and at least one casualty in a faculty war.
Now a respected, tenured professor, who has taught at UT-Austin for 

17 years, will leave the University because he opposed a group of intol- 
I erant ideologues.

Good luck, Dr. Gribben.
—  M atthew Connally

h
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Students' values change during college
By now the recently departed graduates 

have entered upon the positions for 
which they prepared them selves and 

are beginning to evaluate the decisions they 
made about their education. Perhaps som e will 
decide that they made foolish m istakes in their 
educational choices. U nfortunately, their hind
sight will be of no help to freshm en entering 
this summer. T hese students in the early stages 
of their educations are in a position to ask 
them selves, "H ow  will this decision look five to 
10 years from now ?" The question is nearly im
possible to answ er.

It would be naive to assum e that the Univer
sity has designed the best possible curriculum 
from which students are to select. The curricu
lum it does offer is the product of thousands of 
years of historical developm ent. It reflects the 
structure of the University as an institution and 
the society of w hich it is a part. Institutions are 
always slow to change and respond to new 
technologies and discoveries.

There are also problem s with advice 
received. Faculty advisers have their ow n per
sonal values, world view s, and experiences 
which condition their advice to students. Their 
advice reflects their understanding of the fields 
in question. This understanding, how ever, 
may be flawed.

Furtherm ore, parents often know little about 
the professions to which their offspring aspire. 
Parents spent their form ative years in a period 
when society was vastly different from what it 
will be when their offspring are pursuing their
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"The students' percep
tions of the curriculum change 
over time."

own careers. O ne is rem inded of a justice from 
California who told a story about his father, a 
forem an. The father, hoping to im part som e 
sage advice told him, "S o n , find an occupation 
w here you live an honest life and you don't 
stea l." W hen the son finished legal studies and 
began to practice law, the father told him, 
"Y ou 've got som e explaining to d o ."

O ne of the fundam ental reasons why adults' 
advice is often inappropriate is that they tend 
to assum e that the persons whom  they are 
advising share the adviser's personal values 
and world views. This is often expressed as, " If  
I were you I would do thus and s o ."  But in the 
process, they disregard the world view of the 
advisee.

The student w ho thinks seriously about plan
ning his education m ust m ake several difficult 
choices. Should he seek to develop his whole 
self for all aspects of life or acquire specialized 
skills for a particular occupation? If he chooses 
to em phasize the form er, he finds that after he 
m eets the liberal arts requirem ents he has room

for only a limited num ber of courses.
M oreover, even if he m akes w ise choices 

am ong them , he finds that each course is a 
mere survey of a vast field that raises far more 
questions than it answ ers. If the student has 
chosen to acquire specialized skills, he may lat
er find that he has changed and/or his view of 
the occupation in question has changed, so that 
the choice seem s m istaken.

The student's perceptions of the U niversity 's 
curricula change over time. A curriculum that 
at first may have appeared to be an ideal plan 
may becom e an anachronism  to a student —  
even an obstacle to his evolved goal. Faculty 
m em bers, who at first seem ed all-know ing and 
fair-m inded, may later appear biased and arbi
trary. The more a student m atures, the m ore 
fault he may com e to find with the University, 
as illusions fade and reality com es into view.

As m ore time passes and the student contin
ues to mature (assum ing he does; som e do not) 
the limitations of the University becom e clearer 
and its newly perceived value as a resource 
com es to be appreciated. No longer do students 
perceive it as a surrogate parent w hich offers 
rewards for tasks well perform ed, but they 
com e to see the University as an essential insti
tution for society. Like all institutions, it has 
strengths and w eaknesses. But by the time a 
student receives his degree, he can evaluate the 
U niversity's shortcom ings and strengths in a 
m anner that was im possible prior to adm ission.

Ellis is a special student in liberal arts

Quick fix on ethics reform falls short of long-term goal
M cD onald's and the Tex

as Legislature have 
many things in com 

mon these days. In the final hours 
of the congressional session, the 
policy m akers frantically drafted 
and voted on the long overdue 
ethics bill. H ow ever, like m ost fast 
food joints, the result of this legis
lation may satisfy our im m ediate 
appetite for reform , but it lacks 
long-term nutritional value for the 
state's political health.

Sure, the 136-page bill bans 
honoraria, creates an ethics com 
mission and limits lobbyist contri
butions. And yes, the bill also sets 
a precedent by requiring lobbyists 
to report contributions to public 
officials. Even Gov. Ann Richards 
described it as a solid piece of pro
gressive legislation.

H owever, on March 25 Richards 
wrote a letter to the Legislature 
detailing the absolute minimum 
for reform ing the ethics laws. 
Among these requirem ents are
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the prohibition of personal gifts, 
limits to cam paign contribitions 
(both by individuals and political 
action com m ittees), and m andato
ry releases both of public officials' 
sources of incom e and their taxes.

Suprisingly, none of the addi
tional reform s Richards dem anded 
were included in the bill. W orse 
are the m any loopholes and weak 
regulations the bill entails. Pro
gressive groups such as Com m on 
Cause and Public Citizen are also 
claiming that the com m ission will 
be unable to control corruption 
and even prevent investigation of 
ethics abuses until after many 
elections. Tom Sm ith, director of 
Public Citizen, stated that the bill 
"cu ts against the best interest of 
the citizens of Texas and only pro
tects the candidate."

The Senate's chief negotiator, 
Bob Glasgow (D-Stevenville) even 
admitted "th e  way we wrote the 
bill, in a hurry, cutting and past
ing, there's probably going to be 
som ething inaccu rate."

More im portantly was the way 
the legislature voted on the bill. At 
the last m inute, the ten person 
com m ittee produced the bill with 
m isnum bered pages, handw ritten 
inserts and am endm ents written 
in with arrows. .The entire legisla
ture then voted on the bill based 
upon w ord-of-m outh and a good 
faith w ithout actually seeing the 
bill. It was a race against time to 
pass w hatever ethics bill they 
could.

W hy the rush? W hy pass a bill 
that not only fails to solve the ethi
cal problem s that plague the dem 
ocratic process, but also may con
tinue the political prostitution of 
public officials? The answ er is 
easy: so the legislature can avoid 
another lengthy special session.

Face it, legislators are busy 
enough with other concerns. C ur
rently, the legislative structure 
em ploys part-tim e policy m akers 
and they earn a "p art-tim e" pay of 
around $7,000 a year, w hich is a 
lot less than the m inim um  wage 
that M cD onald's pays. These peo
ple have other jobs to look after —  
not to m ention the never ending 
chore of paying off debts and re
building cam paign finances. With 
the costs of large races soaring 
into the m illions, m assive fund 
raising becom es necessary for su r
vival. As U .S. Senator Robert Byrd 
stated, today's senators and house 
mem bers are "fu ll time fund-ra
isers and part tim e legislators."

The political result resem bles 
the fast food junkie. Eat through 
the legislation quick in order to 
devote more tim e to pursuing po
litical m egabucks. These m is
placed priorities lead to the clogg
ing of dem ocracy's heart with 
fatty cam paign contributions, po

litical paybacks, and control by the 
wealthy elite.

Governor Richards' praise of 
the bill m ust now be viewed in a 
relativistic light. In spite of the se
vere inequities and ethical corrup
tion that currently exist, it is re
markable that the bill passed even 
small obstacles. Statew ide atten
tion is finally increasing over eth 
ics reform and the public is at
tem pting to elect honest people 
honestly. Even som e progress is 
good. The legislature only needs 
to formulate idealism into a w ork
able law.

Those w ho regularly criticize 
governm ental action (or rather 
inaction in many instances) need 
to realize one main concept. With 
many com plex and pressing con
cerns in our state, it is im perative 
to have a seriously com m itted 
governm ent to represent the citi
zens, and not just the rich and

special interest groups. W ith the 
status quo, only the w ealthy can 
afford to both run for office and 
even ethically survive once elect
ed. The people deserve a better 
governm ent than what part-tim e 
politics can provide. Substantial 
ethics reform requires that politi
cians be more concerned with 
passing effective laws than their 
cam paign ch ests. The public 
needs laws* that aren 't throw n to
gether at the last m inute and 
voted upon w ithout even being 
read.

The legislature should not be an 
afternoon hobby. Legislators will 
accom plish only m ere fractions of 
large problem s as long as they 
work part-tim e jobs and m eet eve
ry other year. The ethics bill 
should reduce the need for fund
raising, limit cam paign spending, 
and pay the legislators decent sal
aries.

Anderson is a governm ent junior.

Hire new 'Texan' cartoonists
This sum m er will see a plethora of student- 
produced com ic strips in the Texan —  10 of 
them, in fact. H owever, all these com ics will be 
done by cartoonists w ho w orked for the Texan 
last spring or in previous sem esters, or who 
were brought aboard from the now -defunct Im 
ages magazine. As a result, there are no new 
cartoonists!

Although last year The Texan  actually ran an 
ad to recruit new m em bers for its com ics staff, 
the death of Images has created a situation in 
which two serious applicants com pete for eve
ry single available spot on the com ics page.

Naturally, prefeience will go to cartoonists 
with previous Texar\experience. And although 
those w ho were turned away this sem ester 
were encouraged to resubm it their work for 
consideration in the fall, it's highly unlikely 
that the situation in the fall will be any differ
ent.

The inevitable results are a stagnant comics 
page, and a great m any cartoonists who will 
never see their work in print before they gradu
ate.

What can the com ics readers do about this? 
The only thing we can do is to make ourselves 
heard. W rite to the m anaging editor, who 
makes these decisions about whom to hire.

Better yet, contact the fall sem ester's m anag
ing editor as soon as he or she is appointed in 
July. Let this person know that you want to see 
som e fresh material, and tell him or her which 
strips, if any, you feel are not worth the new s
print on which they're published.

The pow ers that be at TSP and The Texan are 
fond of saying that this is a paper for all the

students. Let's m ake them practice what they 
preach.

David Peyton 
Students for Better Texan Comics 

Editor's note: this letter was signed by 34 oth
ers.

Don't combine bus systems
As a shuttle bus driver and ex-student of the 
University, I think it would be a m istake for the 
students to allow Capital M etro to com bine the 
University and city bus system s. The buses 
look the sam e, the services are not.

On your next trip to cam pus im agine stop
ping at «// those blue metro stops, loading 
through the front door only and everyone 
show ing their ID cards to the driver. The next 
time you nde a city bus imagine that you are 
trying to make your 9:30 a.m . lecture class.

Com bining the two system s would do great 
disservice to University students. The Univer
sity shuttle system  is paid for by students —  
not Austin taxpayers, not Capital M etro, not 
the University —  but by you, the students.

The students need to make the bus system  
work to their advantage, not to Capital M etro's 
advantage.

George Eremin 
Austin resident

Letter inflates diversity's need
In regard to I. Friedm an's letter ("U T  law needs 
diversity ," Firing Line, May 1), he states " it  is 
time the University becam e a leader by provid
ing m inorities opportunities as attorneys, judg
es and senators instead of continuing the dete
riorating cycle of crack babies and drive-by 
sh ooting s."

I would like to thank him for rem inding us of 
that ever pivotal time in a young m an's life 
w hen he must decide betw een a career in law 
or that of a drive-by shooter and im pregnator 
of crack-addicted w om en.

Law schools across the country should wake- 
up and realize that their adm ission policies are 
the key to our social salvation. Your com m uni
ty is indebted to you, Mr. Friedm an.

Thomas Little 
Graduate student in mathematics

Stop increases, find a solution
I usually don't consider writing to Firing Line 
and w hen I do I usually assum e it is a passing 
thing, a little like gas. This time, how ever, I am 
writing to say "fuck  you " to the Union, Union 
Board m em bers, m anagers and all you fucks 
who voted in the latest in a series of Union fee 
increases.

Since I cam e here in 1988, this fee has more 
than doubled. The Union started losing twice 
as much money as before. Instead of asking for 
fee increases, try to solve the problem . And, 
instead of asking for small fee increases, ask for 
one lump increase. Stop nickel and diming the 
students.

Attem pt to find out why m oney is being lost 
and maybe change it. And if the current m an
agem ent cannot solve the problem s ... fire the 
m otherfuckers and get one that can.

Bill Lobb 
Rich Payne 

Pharmacy

Come Join 
the Staff

During the next two weeks, The Daily Tex
an will be hiring writers, copy editors, 
makeup editors and other talented peo
ple in every department — news, sports, 
editorials, entertainment and so on.

But we need you to make this work. You 
don’t need any experience. You don’t 
need to be a journalism major. You don’t 
need to know someone at The Texan. All 
you need is to call 471-4591 or just come 
down to our office at 25th Street and Whitis 
Avenue.

Ask for Rosanne Cisneros, Matt Connally 
or Greg Weiner, and we will help you get 
started.


