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viewpoint
English committee's proposal doesn't make the grade
A n academic leper is a sorry thing 

to be. But on Wednesday, the UT 
Department of English just may 

banish 60 percent of us to the educational 
forbidden zones of night school, Austin 
Community College or summer school by 
voting in favor of the recent E 346K Com
mittee proposal.

By now, it's no secret that the Universi
ty is eager to be known as a "university of 
the first class." This fine ideal is guiding 
the Department of English through its cur
rent problems, but the ideal is being lost in 
the mechanics of an insensitive proposal.

In its present form, the E 346K Commit
tee's recommendation is no way out of the 
trap. The committee merely shifts prob
lems from the faculty to the students.

The product of a chronically mishandled 
situation, the E 346K Committee proposal

is an attempt by the department to redeem 
itself in the eyes of UT administrators, na
tional English scholars, and last —  and ap
parently least in this situation —  students.

The issue is E 306, freshman rhetoric 
and composition. Forty percent of incom
ing freshmen place om of E 306. But how 
does the nation's largest English faculty 
handle the problem of staffing a course re
quired of the unlucky students who don't 
place out? Stop teaching the course. Still 
require it, but let freshmen pick it up 
somewhere else.

The biggest problem the department has 
with E 306 is the volume of instructors 
needed to teach it. For years, the depart
ment hired gaggles of non-tenured faculty 
to teach the class. These temporary in
structors divided the faculty and helped 
erode the department's national reputa

tion.
Similar staffing problems arose when all 

UT students were required to take E 346K. 
Additional temporary instructors came on 
to teach the upper-division course. Some 
were fresh from their own bachelor's pro
grams. Sort of like letting bus drivers pilot 
the Concorde.

So when E 346K was grounded last 
spring, the protests were loud and furi
ous. The English faculty became en
trenched in controversy as departmental 
infighting turned nasty.

So the E 346K Committee spent the 
summer trying to restructure the required 
English sequence. No easy task, consider
ing the circumstances.

The staff necessary to teach three re
quired courses just isn't there, but requir
ing anything less than nine hours would

upset the balance between writing and lit
erature courses. Besides, the University 
requires that each student take nine hours 
of English, including E 306.

Faced with all this, the committee tried 
to make everyone happy. Everyone, that 
is, except the students.

With the staffing problems, it made the 
most sense at the time to pass off the easi
est course to UT extension —  night school 
—  and let the Department of English con
centrate on more sophisticated courses.

But the committee either does not real
ize or refuses to recognize the hardships 
their plan will cause. The cost of taking E 
306 through UT extension would be $108. 
That's on top of regular tuition and fees.

The committee also forgot that the stu
dents on financial aid won't be able to 
count extension or junior college courses

as part of their course loads. So to be eligi
ble for aid, those students will have to take 
a full course load at the University plus the 
extension or ACC course.

But the University will be generous 
enough to teach E 306 during the summer 
—  a time when students work to make 
money for the long session.

If that seems like a lot to ask of students, 
it is. That's why the Department of Eng
lish must vote the proposal down.

Plainly and simply, this proposal stabs 
students in the back. If the department 
votes against the plan, it will have the 
chance to take a worthy ideal and consider 
more workable alternatives.

The Department of English can do better 
than this.

—  Russell Scott, Dan Jester, 
David Nather, Sean S. Price

Reliance on covert action 
taints U.S. foreign policy

I n 1950, the U.S. government helped 
set the tenor of its relations with the 
the Soviet Union and the rest of the 

world for the next 35 years in a paper 
called National Security Council Docu
ment No. 58. Among other things, the 
document states that the United States 
must "foster a fundamental change in the 
Soviet system " by "any means covert or 
overt, violent or non-violent."

Since then, the United States, along 
with the Soviets and other world powers, 
has been busy all over the globe trying to 
undermine the various governments and 
political movements it doesn't like.

The most recent incident was provided 
by the French Secret Service, which has 
come under suspicion of bombing the 
Greenpeace ship Rainbow Warrior. The 
Warrior was scheduled to protest a 
French nuclear test in the South Pacific.

Two members of the Secret Service are 
being held in New Zealand on charges of 
murder of one man and attempted mur
der of other Greenpeace officials (some of 
them Americans) who miraculously left 
the ship just 30 minutes before it blew 
up. French President Francois Mitterand 
was embarrassed after his strong denial 
of French involvement in the plot when 
traces of plastic explosives were found in 
the hulls of French ships around the 
area.

The use of "pu ppet" governments has 
long been a favorite method of both the 
United States and the Soviet Union. This 
simple tactic involves the placement of a 
despotic leader at the helm of the govern
ment. One who rules with an iron fist, 
yet maintains respect for his benefactor.

One excellent example of this strategy 
was Operation Ajax. This was a scheme 
enacted by former Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles in an attempt to oust the 
p o p u lar Iran ian  p rim e m in iste r , 
Mohammed Mossadegh, and hand over 
control of the country to the self-pro- 
claimed shah. His reasoning: Mossadegh 
was too much of a nationalist to govern 
such a strategically important country, 
especially one that contained a large 
number of U .S. investments and oil 
leases.

The plan involved the hiring of profes
sional "organizers" to protest against 
Mossadegh, using $100,000 (then a con
siderable sum) from the CIA cash re
serve. It also involved the creation of SA- 
VAK, the shah's brutal secret police, to 
maintain a stable environment.

The short-term effects of Operation 
Ajax were an unqualified success, a lega
cy from which future CIA covert opera
tions would be drawn up. But the long
term effects of the operation are still with 
us. Much of the fervor of the recent 
Islamic revolution, as well as the reasons 
for the takeover of the U.S. Embassy, are
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linked directly to Operation Ajax.
But the most persistent reason for us

ing covert action is the brinksmanlike 
zeal to contain communism — or 
perceived communism. This led to the Ei
senhower administration's decision to 
oust Guatemalan President Jacobo Ar- 
benz Guzman from power in 1954 under 
a plan known as Operation PBSuccess. 
The State Department felt that Arbenz 
was introducing too much labor and land 
reform legislation. The proposal of a min
imum wage made Dulles tremble at the 
threat of possible communist infiltration 
into the Western Hemisphere. (The fact 
that United Fruit Company was located 
in Guatemala didn't hurt either).

With the aid of approximately 150 dis
gruntled Guatemalan exiles and profes
sional mercenaries under CIA supervi
sion, good air support, and a very 
effective propaganda campaign, the 
United States scared the Guatemalan 
army into staging a coup and installing 
U.S.-backed Colonel Castillo Armas as 
the country's new leader.

So far, this action has effectivly kept 
the status quo in Guatemala. The coun
try's land is still owned by about 2 per
cent of the population. But with more 
than 40,000 people killed in the guerrilla 
struggle since Arbenz was removed from 
power in 1954, Guatemala is not out of 
the reach of Communist influence.

Of course, covert action is not solely a 
tool of the United States. Aside from kill
ing and making hostages of American 
soldiers, the Soviets were also recently 
caught tracking down U.S. officials and 
their contacts with a substance known as 
nitrophenylpentandienal (NPPD). This 
substance is a mutagen and has the pos
sibility of being a cancer-causing agent.

But time and time again, we see covert 
action taken by the United States and 
other nations backfire. If our country is 
ever to progress and lift our foreign rela
tions out of the sorry state they are in, we 
must learn from our past experiences.

There simply is no way to coerce for
eign nations into following the democrat
ic path we have set for ourselves. We 
must win their trust, not by direct inter
vention every time they drop their guard, 
but by constructive reinforcement by 
trading every time there's a chance for 
both sides to benefit.

Talieh is a biochemistry sophomore.
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'Stickman' is tasteless
Before Friday's Texan came out, I 

thought Bill Barminski's King of Prefab 
comic strip was the most tasteless and of
fensive thing I had ever seen run in the 
Texan. After seeing its replacement in Im
ages, The Notorious Stickman, I realize 
that I stand corrected.

Last Friday's comic strip dealt with 
Rush Week. In the first frame, Stickman 
exclaims, "Goddam! Rush Week was a 
blast!"

Then, while in the presence of a police
man wearing a "Kick Me" sign, says, 
"and the cops don't give'm any shit for 
it!"

Finally, he says, "Now all 1 need ta' 
know is when it's gonna be cocaine 
week!!!"

I, for one, took considerable offense at 
this comic strip. Does this anonymous 
comic strip need to resort to foul language 
to get its point (whatever it is) across? I'm 
also not overly enthused about the advo
cation of illegal drugs and general dis
respect for the law. I would think that a 
better use of this space would be in order, 
provided it doesn't tone Stickman down.

To the author of this strip I say that if 
you're trying to make a point, you really

need to be more diplomatic about it. To 
quote Thomas Edison, "There is a better 
way ... Find it!" Need I say more?

James Nixdorf 
Journalism

Editor's note: The strip is drawn and 
signed by Martian.

'Collage' decision right
The decision of The Daily Texan to can

cel Collage was a wise one. I feel it is ap
propriate for the Texan to encourage stu
dents to try their hand at this art and 
therefore was unperturbed when Collage 
was introduced last year. It wasn't much 
to look at, but neither were the early ver
sions of Academia Waltz and Eyebeam.

These two strips developed and flour
ished, however, while Collage has lan
guished at its initial, primitive level. Com
ic strips deserve a chance, but they do not 
get tenure. As Collage has shown that it 
will not mature into the kind of strip that 
most students can appreciate, it is time to 
cancel it.

It seems to me that Douglas Barnes' trip 
to see the unpublished versions estab
lishes the better system of distribution. It 
will be more efficient to have the admirers 
of Collage view it in person than to ex

pend the resources of the University print
ing up tens of thousands of copies everv 
day for the less appreciative public.

Mike Miner 
Law

Few er law yers needed
After reading the T exan 's account of the 

debate by English faculty over the writing 
curriculum (Thursday), your storv on the 
teacher shortage in Texas, and the inter
view with UT Law School alumnus Kent 
Hance in which he warns against universi
ty investments based on "social policy and 
things like that," 1 couldn't help but pond
er the following: now that several mem
bers of the English faculty have decided 
that it is not their job to teach freshman 
how to improve their writing skills, what 
is the likelihood of law professors at the 
local law school declaring that it is not 
their job to teach tomorrow's lawyers?

If such action results in fewer UT- 
trained lawyer-politicians, fewer law* stu
dents who think they're smart, and fewer 
law types mistakenly believed to be 
among the brightest in society, then that 
is not such a bad proposition.

Frank J. Garza 
Economics graduate

Reagan typifies second-term lame duck

Contrary to popular opinion, not all 
headlines bring us bad news or 
bad ideas or both. Two recent po
litical stories, for example, concerned 

good ideas and one of them even consti
tuted good news.

DOWN WITH THE TWO-TERM LIMI
TATION:

Meeting with an organization of con
servative state legislators in Tampa, Fla., 
President Reagan advocated a constitu
tional amendment to repeal the 22nd 
Amendment, passed in 1951 as the Repub
lican Party's posthumous revenge against 
Franklin D. Roosevelt. This would allow 
Reagan's successors to seek more than 
two terms.

Reagan's view is personally disinterest
ed, Since a repeal amendment, even if it 
could be achieved before his second term 
expires in 1989, would be worded to ex
clude him from its terms —  just as the 
22nd Amendment specifically exempted 
President Truman.

Reagan's experience in his second term, 
so far, may be another reason he favors an 
end to the two-term limitation. Reagan, 
whose landslide victory in 1984 led to per
haps exaggerated expectations for his sec
ond term, clearly has been struggling this 
year.

On the budget, on tax reform, farm leg
islation, the MX missile, and aid to the
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anti-Sandinista "contras" in Nicaragua, 
Reagan has been considerably less suc
cessful than he was in dealing with Con
gress in his first term. Now, his hand is 
being forced on sanctions against South 
Africa and trade policy; and the Senate 
Republican majority leader, Bob Dole, and 
other erstwhile followers have openly dif
fered with him on Social Security, voting 
rights and affirmative action.

One reason for these conflicts and the 
president's more frequent setbacks clearly 
is the difference in election prospects; Re
publican senators face a tough fight to re
tain their narrow majority, with 22 of 
them up for re-election next year, while 
Reagan is constitutionally prevented from 
running again. There are other reasons, of 
course —  not least the decline in effective
ness of the White House staff since the 
departure of James A. Baker III to the 
Treasury Department —  but Reagan 
might well be wishing right now that he 
could hold the threat of running again

over some of those wayward Republicans.
UP WITH THE REGIONAL PRIMARY:
Southern governors of both parties, 

meeting in Miami, agreed to work with 
their legislators in an effort to schedule all 
the region's presidential primaries on the 
same day in 1988. This is not only a good 
idea but good news, since Florida, Georg
ia and Alabama took the first step in 1984, 
and the gubernatorial agreement may well 
insure a real regional primary next time.

The governors' aim is to increase South
ern influence in presidential nominations; 
if some candidate in either party can win 
five or six Southern primaries on the same 
day, it surely should accomplish their aim. 
But that the states are acting cooperative
ly, rather than under a congressional or 
party mandate that some might resist, 
should mean a more effective reform, one 
in which each state can retain its own 
rules and political identity.

If the Southern states can make a re
gional primary day work, moreover, they 
will provide a model for other regions. 
And that suggests the possibility of a pres
idential primary campaign reduced to per
haps four or five voting days, each of ma
jor significance —  a welcome prospect 
indeed.
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