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Surveying system 
designed to voice 
student opinions
By ROGER GRAPE
Daily Texan Staff

University students are using 
their new opportunity to ask ques­
tions, state opinions and make 
suggestions to the Students' Associ­
ation, said members of the associa­
tion's Communications Committee.

Ten blue “ survey compartments'' 
were placed on shuttle bus 
signposts throughout campus jan. 
16. Each compartment contains sur­
vey cards that are picked up by 
committee members on a regular 
basis. Questions on the cards are 
changed every three to four weeks.

“ The communication gap has 
been removed because we can now 
communicate with each other," said 
Rick Patrick, committee chairman.

“ To my knowledge, no other uni­
versity has as elaborate a system of 
receiving student input," Patrick 
said. “ I think that's significant."

Patrick said questions on the 
cards come mainly from student 
senators w-ho want to discover stu 
dents' attitudes about current top­
ics.

" It  could run the whole spectrum 
from changes in university policy to 
citizens affairs and lobbying efforts 
of the Students' Association," Pa­
trick said. “ We'll never run out of 
questions that we'll need student 
input on."

Patrick said students are also wel­
come to comment or make sugges­
tions to the Students' Association 
on the back of the cards

"Students can write any criticism, 
suggestions or anything they're un­
happy about," Patrick said.

Heather Rodenbaugh, a commit­
tee member, said any questions will

be directed to the best person to an­
swer the question, and students will 
receive a written reply if they put 
their name, address and phone 
number on the survey card.

"A  few of the comments on the 
cards have1 been negative, but most 
of the negative ones have been 
about the shuttle buses," Roden 
baugh said.

Preliminary results of the commit­
tee's first survey indicate out of 100 
surveys returned, 33 percent of the- 
students do not know what the Stu­
dents' Association is, 31 percent 
learned of the Students' Association 
through The Daily Texan, 19 per­
cent heard of the group bv word of 
mouth, and 6 percent first learned 
of the Students' Association during 
summer orientation.

Rodenbaugh said that student mi 
sinterpretation of the survey's sec 
ond question hindered an accurate 
tabulation of those results The 
question asked s tu d e n ts  to rank the 
University's strongest to weakest 
qualities.

Question three asked students if 
they had voted in the last Students' 
Association election, and if not, 
why.

Of those surveys returned, 29 
percent said they had voted in the 
last election. Nine percent said thev 
did not vote because thev do not 
care about the Students' Associa­
tion; 18 percent said they did not 
vote because thev w'ere not at the* 
University; 32 percent said thev abs 
tained from voting because* they 
were not familiar with the candi­
dates and issues. Eleven percent 
cited various other reasons for ab­
staining.

English department 
governance unsettled
By PAULA BLESENER
Daily Texan Staff

The Department of English has an 
acknowledged history of being a 
large department with serious prob­
lems. Its communication problems 
persisted Thursday with a scathing 
debate over a proposal to change 
departmental governance.

The English Department Gover­
nance Committee Thursday for­
warded the first draft of a proposal 
calling for a number of alterations in 
the current policy-making system to 
faculty members. The proposal 
would officially disband the depart­
mental senate and enhance the 
powers of senior faculty on the ex­
ecutive committee.

Only tenured faculty members 
will vote on whether to adopt the 
proposal. The proposal will be 
redrafted before a ballot is mailed 
out, as dictated in the Handbook of 
Operating Procedures. Under the 
proposal, only tenured or tenure- 
track faculty will be eligible to serve 
on the executive committee.

The measure would require five 
of the 14 executive committee mem­
bers to be appointed bv Chairman 
W .O . Sutherland. Six professors, 
two associate professors and one as­
sistant professor would be elected.

The approximately 60 lecturers, 
who are hired on a year-to-year ba­
sis, are not allowed to participate in 
voting or to serve on the executive 
committee under University regula­
tions, said associate professor Alan 
Gribben, chairman of the gover­
nance committee.

But Kurt Heinzelman, associate

professor, questioned the necessity 
of the changes.

"  The real question is why do we 
need all this?" Heinzelman said. 
“ How can you sav we need all this’ 
It eliminates that power from the 
department and vests it in a small 
appointed group. It eliminates fully 
half of the staff.

“ The (inly people in the depart­
ment are tenured and tenure- 
track?" he said. “ So far as I know 
we still have lecturers

The executive committee will con­
tinue its function of handling the 
day-to-day business of the depart­
ment, but under the proposal its 
makeup would be w'eighted more 
toward full professors. The commit­
tee functions include salary and 
promotion recommendations, and 
recruitment.

The senate, which served as a fo­
rum of elected representatives of all 
ranks within the department, began 
three years ago after a review of 
governance suggested it might help 
solve the department's problems.

Until that time, tape recordings of 
the heated departmental meetings 
were made to ensure that faculty 
members did not slander each 
other, Gribben said. The senate ' ex­
periment" w a s  intended to allow 
more to be accomplished with fewer 
voices, he said, but only added to 
"a never-ending chain of vetoes."

The senate was effectively shut 
down in September when Dean 
Robert King of the C ollege of 1 iberal 
Arts placed a ban on meetings with­
in the department. Thursday's 
meeting was a special dispensation, 
Gribben said.
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5-PIECE OAK BEDROOM SALE, REG. $1085
 ̂ Kqoi itif i d h o H rn n m  fnr n n p  i inhppitpthlp   c a i iA whole beautiful bedroom for one unbeatable 

price1 Save $286 on our Scandinavian bedroom 
group with its clean, simple lines and beautifully 
grained oak finish. Individual pieces are also on 
sale at savings up to 20%. But come in soon, 
quantities are limited.

IN D IV ID U A L  P R IC E S  R «  SALE N O T S H O W N )  •• 1 SALE
Queen platform bed $299 $ 2 4 0  Triple Dresser $459 $ 3 4 0
(mattress extra) Single Dresser 249 1 0 0
A  i K]t He*«db< >ard 39 1 2 0  3 1 0
K>ublc‘ )resser t99 3 1 0
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storehouse
2402 Highland Mall. 459-3161 (Mon -Sat 10-9)
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For just $21 95, you can get 12 color 
portraits for your Valentine, in the 

Back-ln-A-Flash Valentine Portrait Pack 
Visit any Back-ln-A-Flash location, have 

your portrait taken, and you can see your 
proofs in just one hour Your portraits will be 

ready the very next day Just in time to give your 
sweetheart what he loves most You
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