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English faculty disagrees 
on proposed requirement
By KLAUS HERRING
Daily Texan Staff

Editor’s Note: This is the first in a 
three-part series examining the UT 
Department of English problems and 
proposed solutions.

A Department of English proposal to 
move the second semester of freshman 
composition into the junior or senior 
year is designed to remedy increasing 
enrollment problems the University and 
English department face — a problem 
first encountered 20 years ago.

Jam es Kinneavy. a professor of 
English and director of freshman 
English, said his proposal will provide a 
continued writing experience for un
dergraduate students and will both help 
curb the enrollm ent problem  and 
alleviate staffing problems in lower 
division English classes.

“English departments throughout this 
country have trouble with their English 
program," Robert King, dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts, said

King said other universities, par
ticularly in the North. Northeast and 
Northwest, are having problems with 
d ecreasing  enrollm ent, while the 
University must deal with increasing 
enrollment and problems associated 
with such growth.

Kinneavv said the No. 1 and 2 
problems facing the English department 
and the University are increasing enroll
ment and teaching assistant assistant 
instructor exploitation

Along with increased enrollment in 
lower division English courses, recent 
interviews show problem areas in the 
English department include:

• A shortage of instructors for lower 
division courses each semester.

• General unwillingness of tenured 
faculty to teach composition and the 
resulting dependence on temporary 
faculty and AIs to teach composition.

• General dissatisfaction of TAs and 
AIs.

• Lack o! m oney to finance extended 
programs and hire sufficient faculty

• The inability of college students to 
read and write.

King said enrollment in freshman 
English courses peaked in the late 60s 
and early '70s. dropped during the mid- 
’70s and increased dramatically during 
the last few years.

He said freshman enrollment is near
ing almost 6.000, a dramatic increase 
over the 4,000 to 4.500 students enrolled 
only four years ago

Leo Hughes, professor emeritus of 
English, said the trend could be traced 
to even earlier times "A fter World War 
II, we had an influx of ex-soldiers on top 
of our normal enrollment." he said.

King said during the enrollment crisis 
of the late '60s and early 70s. the 
English department relied heavily upon 
graduate students to help take up the 
slack, a course now impossible because 
competition for jobs among doctorate 
English students has become intensely 
competitive

“I believe it is morally wrong to rely 
exclusively on graduate instructors to 
take up the slack, to artificially inflate 
the ranks of graduate students because 
we need teachers." King said.

“The fact is that there is a large pool 
of unemployed Ph.D .s in our com 
munity," King said He said he would 
rather hire temporary faculty than in
crease graduate teaching positions.

E arlier this spring, the English 
department was faced with about 40 un
staffed  sections of freshm an and

sophomore English.
King said the “ unexpected" develop

ment resulted because many un
dergraduates waited until the spring 
sem ester to re g is te r  for required 
courses.

However, Jam es Sledd, professor of 
English, said the unstaffed sections of 
lower division English were not caused 
solely by unexpected registration in
creases.

The problem surfaced because a large 
portion of tenured faculty in the Depart
ment of English refuse to teach com
position, Sledd said. “One colleague told 
me composition stinks,” ’ he said.

Earlier this semester. Dean King 
told the English faculty that every facul
ty member will have to teach composi
tion. You should have heard the hue and 
cry ." Sledd said.

King and Kinneavy agreed that some 
faculty members are unwilling to teach 
composition because their specialty is 
elsewhere.

He Sledd) is right when he says 
some English faculty don't want to 
teach composition,” King said.

Larry Carver, associate professor of 
English, said some of the senior faculty 
members do not want to teach composi
tion. but the allegation does not hold 
true for many others.

I taught a composition course, and it 
was the best teaching experience of my 
life,” Carver said.

Hughes said some faculty members 
want to be “stars,” and the only way to 
be a star is to teach literature in a 
specialty  Hughes, a sp ecia list in 
medieval literature, said the system is 
to blame for the attitudes of many 
professors.

F u n c t i o n a l  i l l i t e r a cy

The Dept, 
of English

TA A l  d is s a t i s fa c t io n

In the 30s 40s and even the '50s a
university would spend much money on 
a brand new. promising young Ph.D. 
They would promise him, among other 
things, that he could teach his own 
graduate class after two or three 
years,” said Hughes, a teacher at the 
University for about 40 years.

He said now the enrollm ent in 
graduate c la sses  has shrunk to a 
minimum and many of the stars are dis
satisfied because they cannot teach 
their graduate classes 

On the other hand, many graduate 
students are becoming increasingly dis
gruntled with salaries they are paid to 
teach courses that no one else except 
temporary faculty members want to 
teach.

Kinneavy said the proposal to move 
the second-semester freshman English 
course into the junior or senior year is 
above all a move to help alleviate what 
ne term ed 'functional i l l i te r a c y "  
among college students.

Kinneavy said a 1976 study conducted 
by Sledd and Susan Herford. of the 
Measurement and Evaluation Center, 
shows many students cannot write a 
coherent sentence, cannot express 
themselves on paper and cannot read 

T u esd ay ,  d e t a i l s  o f  K in n e a v y 's  
p r o p o s a l  will b e  p r e s e n t e d  a lo n g  
with a n o t h e r  lo o k  a t  the  1976 S led d  
report .

Kevin Vandlvier, Daily Texan Staff

Surf’s Up
Austin’s spring-like clear skies and strong gusty Town Lake to find ‘fun fun fun' in the sun with his
winds bring land-locked surfer Richard Eliis to wind-surf board.

Police arrest San Antonio man in shooting incident
Woman provides vital tip

By KAREN-ANN BROE
Daily Texan Staff

A 24-year-old San Antonio man apprehended 
Friday for car theft in Hempstead has been 
transferred to the Travis County Ja il under $250,- 
000 bond for the shooting of Sheriff’s Deputy 
Charles Lacey.

Ricky Ellison, who was on parole on an 
attempted aggravated rape conviction in San An
tonio, is charged with attempted capital murder 
in the Thursday shooting of Lacey.

Lacey, a veteran of 10 years with the sh eru f s 
department and the Austin Police Department, 
was patrolling southbound on U.S. 183 near 
Burleson Road at about 8 p.m Thursday when he 
stopped to make a routine check of what 
appeared to be a stranded motorist.

As he approached the car holding a flashlight, 
the car started moving, and Lacey was shot once 
in the neck. Sheriff Doyne Bailey said.

Lacey’s gun had not been fired.
LACEY WAS listed in critical but stable condi

tion in Brackenridge Hospital Sunday.
His condition took a turn for the worse Satur

day night when he underwent unspecified com
plications. Bailey said. “ He’s still in pretty bad 
shape, but he’s holding his own.

A local secretary, Barbara Bailey, provided 
the link for Ellison’s capture in Hempstead F ri
day.

Bailey told Travis County officials that she

witnessed the shooting of Lacey after she was ab
ducted by Ellison an hour earlier in the 1600 to 
1700 block of San Jacinto Street.

She was driving her 1976 Ford Mustang 
southbound on U.S. 290 with Ellison when she 
convinced him they needed to stop for gas. 
Hempstead is about 100 miles southeast of 
Austin.

While Ellison was filling up the car at a con
venience store, Bailey drove off and contacted 
Hempstead police.

Hempstead police captured Ellison in a stolen 
car after a high-speed car chase. An area resi
dent had called in to say his car was stolen at 
gunpoint.

WHEN TRAVIS County officials learned of the 
arrest, they filed charges and returned Ellison to 
the County Ja il late Friday in connection with 
Lacey’s shooting.

In addition to the capital murder charge, 
Ellison faces an aggravated robbery charge in 
Waller County. Sheriff’s department authorities 
have not decided whether to charge Ellison with 
kidnapping.

Investigators are also checking Ellison s 
culpability in several unresolved crimes in 
Travis County.

“There's a possibility that he could be im
plicated” in last week’s murder of a female im- 
nersonator. Bailev said.

Deputy's co-workers puzzled
By KAREN-ANN BROE
Daily Texan Staff

The shooting of veteran Sh eriff’s Deputy 
Charlie Lacey perplexes some co-workers who 
arrived on the scene within minutes after the inci
dent.

Although a suspect has been apprehended in the 
Thursday shooting, some observers wonder why 
Lacey failed to report he was making a traffic 
stop or to radio in the license plate of the car he 
was checking, which is routine procedure. 
Lacey’s ticketbook was found inside his car

“I think sometimes veterans get lax ." Detec
tive Wayne Meredith said

Meredith theorized that police radio channels 
may have been crowded and Lacey did not want 
to wait. " I  don’t know whether you call it 
tombstone courage’ or what. "

Meredith and “Chuck” have been friends for 10 
years, but Meredith said they have never talked 
about the possibility of dying in the line of duty.

"Most officers don't discuss that," he said “Oh 
yeah, it comes up in training, when somebody 
asks you what you would do if you were shot. But 
most of us don’t even think about it .’

Sheriff Doyne Bailey said he believes Lacey’s 
shooting is the first time a Travis County officer

has been shot in the line of duty since 1974.
“ I guess you keep hoping that when the next 

son-of-a-bitch comes along, you'll have the edge,’ 
said Chief Jim  Collier.

" I  don’t know what makes us do it. I guess we 
keep hoping that society will change,” Meredith
said.

Lacey, who is married but has no children, has 
regained consciousness and some motor move
ment in his shoulders since the shooting His 34th 
birthday was Saturday.

Sheriff’s department officials and relatives 
have visited him over the weekend and told him 
what happened.

"H e's aware of what happened, said Detective 
Gary Cutler. “He didn't remember — they told 
him."

Meredith was told by doctors Lacey’s spinal 
cord may have been severed and that his chances 
for full recovery are slim

Meredith recovered from a similar paralysis in 
Vietnam when a bomb exploded in his truck The 
soldier next to him was killed

After witnessing others in a similar condition, 
Meredith found "most would recover, but some of 
them never would. Their mind just couldn t take 
it ,"  Meredith said.

Student fees 
reach limit; 
no money left
By MICHELLE LOCKE
Daily Texan Staff

Inflation and recent pay increases 
have boosted student services fees to 
their legislative limit, leaving no money 
for increases requested by organizations 
for next year, but University ad
ministrators say students faced with the 
choice between more fees or fewer ser
vices will re ject an increase.

To ease the financial strain and avoid 
raising the fee ceiling, administrators 
say they are trying to persuade the 
Legislature to authorize a separate fee 
for the Student Health Center to meet 
expected increases in the 1981-82 budget 

But since a proposed increase in Tex
as Union fees was rejected last week, 
state representatives are reluctant to 
support creating a new fee or raising the 
old ceiling. Ronald Brown, vice presi
dent for student affairs, said.

UNDER THE PROPOSAL, a new 
medical services fee would eliminate 
$23 from the present student services 
fee, Brown said, leaving “ headroom" 
for other expenses.

“The student vote on the Union fee 
doesn’t lead me to believe that there’s a 
groundswell of support for increasing 
the fees. I think it would be difficult to 
get legislative support in light of the 
lack of student support,” Brown said 

Student Services Fee Committee 
Chairman Stuart Rosenfield, a junior 
computer science major, said Friday 
the com m ittee should run adver
tisements in T h e  D aily  T ex a n  or set up 
information booths on campus to en
courage students to comment on a new 
medical services fee 

AT A COMMITTEE MEETING F ri
day, Brown proposed holding a student 
forum or printing a questionnaire to 
determine student opinion.

Committee members decided to try to 
meet Thursday with possible opponents 
of fee increases, such as members ot 
APATHY/CYNIC and the Red Ryder 
Preservation Society. They also decided 
to meet with members of the Young 
Republicans and the Young Democrats.

If student support is not forthcoming, 
user fees will have to be charged for ser
vices or existing services may have to 
be cut b ack , David M cC lin tock , 
associate dean of students, said 

“ In no case are we talking about any 
expansion of services,” Brown said 

CURRENTLY, the $60 student ser
vices fee charged at registration pays 
for the students’ attorney, ombudsman, 
shuttle buses, health center, student 
publications and recreational sports 
facilities.

Brown listed three possible courses of 
action:

• Working through the Legislature to 
increase the student services fee ceiling 
from the present $60, or create a 
separate medical services fee.

• Charging user fees for services.
• Cutting back on services
“ We have about two weeks to get 

legislation introduced,” Bruwn said. 
After March 13, the consent of four- 
fifths of the Legislature is required to 
pass a bill, he said.

DESPITE the approaching deadline, 
the Student Services Fee Committee has 
not heard all the requests for increased 
funds from groups funded by the fees.

Suggested user fees are an entry fee 
for intramural teams, a fee for using 
handball courts and a fare box in shuttle 
buses. Brown said 

The cost of the medical services fee 
would depend on whether it is charged 
per student or per credit hour taken.

Brown said $11 million is needed for 
the health center to bridge the gap 
between its 1980 and 1981 budgets.

Part of the million-dollar shortage is 
caused by recent salary increases for 
University employees, he said. Man
datory salary increases are funded by 
tax revenues, but no tax money goes to 
the health center, so raises for health 
center employees must come from 
University funds. Brown said 

IN BUDGET REQUESTS at the 
meeting, Darrell Whittle, assistant to 
the University ombudsman, asked the 
committee to continue to fund the om
budsman office secretary.

The office secretary s salary and 
benefits of more than $12.000 per year go 
to increase the availability of the office 
to students and provide continuity, he 
said.

In other budget requests, Loyd Ed
monds, general manager of Texas Stu
dent Publications, and Mark Dooley, a 
senior journalism student and president 
of the TSP board, asked for an ad
ditional $20,000 from the student ser
vices fee.

“ We realize that this committee has a 

(See STUDENT, Page 13.)


