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Narrow escape
About 8:20 p.m. Sunday a car with two passengers hit the curb on child (background) were treated on the spot. The 17-year-old driv- 
Robert Martinez Street in East Austin. A young female. 17, and a er was discharged after treatment at Brackenridge Hospital.
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Hispanic students 
urge societal unit>
Conference lauds role of diversity
Diane Smith
Daily Texan Staff

Due to the universal impact of issues such 
as education, feminism, sexuality and AIDS, 
leaders of a coalition of Hispanic students 
called for all sectors of society to unify their 
goals at the “Success '91: Forjando Una 
Comunidad — Forging O ne Community" 
conference.

Sponsored by the Mexican American Lead
ership Council, the seventh annual confer
ence, held Friday and Saturday, was dedicat
ed to the men and wom en w ho died in 
Operation Desert Storm and the them e of the 
conference sym bolizes the quest for ethnic 
unity through diversity.

This theme w as reinforced during the key
note address presented by Margarita Col
menares, national president of the Society of 
Hispanic Professional Engineers, w ho said 
she saw the process of forging one com m uni
ty as a four-step  one.

“We have to have unity within the 
Hispanic com m unity," Colmenares said.

At this level she stressed the need to unite, 
learn about other Hispanic cultures and find 
a com m on ground.

Colmenares said the second step is to 
forge with other minorities and learn the is
sues that affect members of other com m uni
ties.

She urged Hispanics to build alliances and 
get into major mainstream institutions in the 
United States.

At th is level she po in ted  out that as long as 
Hispanics are not represented in governm ent 
bodies, the Hispanic com m unity is limited. 
Colmenares said that Hispanics currently 
make up 9 percent of the population, but 
only have 13 members in Congress. In the 
m eantim e, blacks rep resen t 11 percen t of the 
population and have 26 members in Con
gress, w hile Asians make up 3 percent and 
have six m em bers in C ongress.

C olm enares ad d ed  that w om en , w ho 
make up about 50 percent of the population, 
have only 31 members in Congress.

The final step  she no ted  w as m aking alli
ances on a global level to face issues such as

“W e’re trying to open it up to 
other minorities ... and trying to 
emphasize a little more culture 
this time.”

—  Co-coordinator José Reyna

environmental ones because of the growing  
fear that Third World countries are a U.S. 
dum ping ground.

In order to successfully make these steps a 
reality, Colmenares said Hispanics must give 
back to the com m unity much more than is 
received.

UT President William Cunningham, w'ho 
delivered a welcom e speech before the key
note address said, “The 'Success' conference 
has been one of the most successful pro
grams that students have sponsored through 
the years." He added that “it has been a suc
cessful program from the beginning."

Cunningham said through the years the 
conference has expanded in terms of the 
number of students w ho participate and visi
bility on campus.

During his speech, Cunningham said the 
University has the second largest number of 
percentage minorities w hen compared to the 
50 major flagship universities and has the 
largest minority merit-based scholarship pro- 
gram.

He said the University has a m odel recruit
ment and retention program that sponsors 
fellowships, tutorial services and mentors.

In response  to the m ove tow ards d iversify
ing faculty hiring, Cunningham said that 
n ine offers had  been  recently ex tended  to 
Hispanics — three were accepted and three 
are in the w orks.

José Reyna, co-coordinator, said the con
ference, w hich is co-sponsored  by  the Dean 
of Students Office, traditionally attracts 350- 
500 participants.

“ W e're try ing  to open  it u p  to o th e r m ino r
ities ... and  try ing  to em phasize  a little m ore 
culture this tim e,"  Reyna said.

Evangelina Fuentes, co-coordinator, said

Please see Conference, page 2

King to return to position as liberal arts dean
David Loy
Daily Texan Staff

The controversial former dean of the Col
lege of Liberal Arts will return as acting 
dean June 1 to replace Standish Meacham, 
w ho announced in January that he would  
leave the post to teach full-time.

Robert King step p ed  dow n  as the col
lege's first dean in 1989 after holding the 
position for 10 years to re tu rn  to full-time 
teaching and research. King, w ho has been

Bush extols 
U.S.-Mexico 
trade plans
Associated Press

HO USTON — President Bush 
said Sunday that a free-trade agree
ment between the United States and 
Mexico "will create jobs and pro
vide opportunities for citizens in 
both our countries."

But he conceded after brief talks 
writh Mexican President Carlos Sali
nas de Gortari that the administra
tion has "a big selling job to do" to 
persuade congressional skeptics 
concerned about losing jobs to Mex
ico's cheap labor market.

Bush.prom ised to work tirelessly 
to fight for congressional approval 
for so-called fast-track authority that 
would allow the administration to 
negotiate with Mexico on free trade 
with a guarantee that Congress 
would not amend whatever agree
ment was reached.

Instead, Congress would approve 
or reject the package as negotiated  
between the governm ents.

"The credibility of the United 
States as a trading partner is on the 
line here," Bush said during a joint 
new s conference w ith Salinas.

Salinas sought to put to rest envi
ronmental concerns raised in the 
United States regarding Mexico's 
lack of curbs on toxic pollution. 
Members of Congress and others 
fear products entering the United 
States from Mexico would be con
taminated and that U.S. industry 
w'ill head south of the border to 
evade U.S. regulatory constraints.

"We are committed to the clean

at the University since 1968, is curren tly  a 
professor of linguistics, Germanic lan
guages and Asian studies.

Meacham said Sunday that King's experi
ence in the college makes him a good  
choice for acting dean.

"Bob King know s the ro p es,"  M eacham  
said. "For that reason I'm grateful that he's 
willing to take on the responsibilities as act
ing dean to ensure the continuity we 
need."

King could not be reached for com m ent.
Meacham resigned due to "p e rso n a l rea

sons" and will return to full-time teaching 
and research at the University. He served 
as the dean of the college for two years.

M eacham , in a controversial m ove last 
July, announced his decision to postpone a 
disputed new' curriculum  that targeted  
multiculturalism for English 306.

In a new s release at that time, he stated 
that the postponem ent was necessary "to 
address concerns and m isunderstandings 
about the course expressed with the Uni
versity com m unity."

The controversy that surrounded King's

administration began in 1981, when the 
Council of Graduate Students called for 
King's resignation after he called the De
partment of Government "third-rate," al
though he had retracted the remark.

The council also objected to "slanderous” 
statements King made against the chairman 
of the Department of Government.

King came under fire in 1988 for granting 
25 teachers $1,000 annual pay increases for 
maintaining high grading standards. O p
ponents to the pay increases charged that 
the incentive, motivated by King's desire to

keep grade inflation dow n, prompted 
teachers to award fewer A s.

From 1976 to 1979, King served as dean  
of the College of Social and Behavorial Sci
ences and was dean of the C ollege of Liber
al Arts from 1979 until A ugust 1989.

More than 12,(XX) students, representing 
25 percent of the student population, are 
enrolled in the College of Liberal Arts — 
the largest of 14 UT colleges and schools.

A search committee will be formed in the 
near future to find a permanent replace
ment for Meacham.

environm ent," Salinas said, pledg
ing that any trade pact would be ac
companied by "firm and stringent 
laws" on environmental protection.

He conceded, however, "wre have 
much to do still."

Bush acknowledged the effort for 
a trade pact free of congressional 
am endm ent faces an uphill road.

"We have som e tough opponents 
in this country," he said. "Some ele
ments in organized labor are fight
ing this — and they are wrong and 
I'm going to take them on head-on- 
head."

Turning to the situation in Iraq, 
Bush said the military airlift of hu
manitarian aid he ordered to help 
Iraqis fleeing their country had al
ready dropped 72,000 pounds of 
military MREs, or meals ready to 
eat, on its first day of operation 
Sunday.

Asked about his repeated state
ments encouraging the Iraqi people 
to rise up and oust Saddam, Bush

insisted he had not m isled the reb
els.

His voice rising in ap p aren t p i
que, Bush said: "I will reassert I 
never in any w'ay im plied that the 
United States w as going to use  force 
beyond the  m andate  of the U nited 
Nations.

"I went back and reviewed everv 
statement I made about this, everv 
single one, and there w as never any 
implication that the United States 
would use force to go beyond  the 
objectives that w e so  beautifully 
have achieved."

Bush suggested that the United 
Nations take on a humanitarian as
sistance program within Iraq to try 
to alleviate suffering of the nation's 
civilian population.

He said the fact that Iraq's inter
nal turmoil has sent th o u san d s of 
refugees to neighboring countries 
takes the situation bevond the nor-

Piease see Mexico, page 2

head receives award
Tom Johnson honored with journalism distinction
Patricia Villarreal
Special to the Texan

Twenty vears after serving as executive vice presi
dent of the Texas Broadcasting Corporation, Tom John
son, president of Cable N ew s Network, returned to 
Austin to be honored Saturday with the Dewitt Carter 
Reddick Award at the UT College of Communication  
honors convocation.

I he award, named after a former dean of the College 
of Communication, has been presented to such media 
legends as Walter Cronkite and Bill Moyers for their 
accomplishments.

Speaking before a standing-room only crowd of more 
than 200 people, Johnson, w ho knew Reddick person
ally, said, "To fire the imagination as he did, of a 
Cronkite, a Moyers, a Liz Carpenter, a George Chris
tian and hundreds of other fledgling reporters w ho  
came to his classroom to learn the fundam entals of a 
proud profession, is to give substance to the belief that 
a good teacher touches eternity."

It Reddick were alive today, he "would have been 
fascinated with the developm ent of C N N , since it em 
braces sc) many of his fundamentals of journalism — 
the importance of accuracy, of impartiality, of fairness

Please see Johnson, page 2

Associated Press

Mexican President Salinas talked with President Bush in Houston Sunday. Civil rights groups 
assail speech policies
Tini Tran
Daily Texan Staff

Public and  private un iversities 
th ro u g h o u t the coun try  are being 
forced to defend  their h a rassm en t 
policies against charges by civil 
rights g roups that the rules \ íoiate 
free speech law s.

The incidents of racial harassm en t 
on private cam puses like Brown 
I niversitv as w ell as at public 
schools like the U niversity of W is
consin  have sparked renew ed  in ter
est in the policies th a t have been set 
up to protect s tu d en ts  and  faculty 
from the harassing  a tten tions of 
others.

At Brown U niversity, a s tu d en t 
was expelled earlier this vear for

shouting anti-Semitic, anti-black 
and anti-gav slurs on cam pus wrhile 
intoxicated. The university has 
receiv ed criticism from students and 
the American Civil Liberties Union, 
vs ho charge that it w as the student's 
speech and not his conduct that got 
him expelled.

Expressing concern th a t u n iv e rs i
ties w ere fostering a "clim ate of cen
so rsh ip" in regard to "offensive" 
speech, Rep. H enrv  H yde, R-Illi- 
nois, in troduced  a bill in March that 
p rohibits universities from punish
ing s tu d en ts  on the basis of their 
speech.

The Collegiate Speech Protection 
Act, w hich also allow s s tu d en ts  at 
private universities to sue their re-

Please see Speech, page 2

INSIDE THE 
TEXAN TODAY
Investigation begins into the plane
crash that killed former Sen. John 
Tower 3
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Texas Student Television waits to 
receive its cable television channel. 5

Weather:
Cloudy, breezy and warm, with highs 
in the upper 80s Winds from the 
southeast, up to 20 mph Tonight, 
lows in the 60s
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