From: David McMurrey, Writing Lab Director
Subj: The Freshman Writing Contest

Date: October 21, 1982

1 am happy to announce the second annual freshman writing contest and
hope that you will pass this information on to your freshman composition
students. Here are some of the details of the contest:

1. Contestants need only be officially enrolled in a freshman composition
class this fall semsster 1982. .

2. Judges will be Dominique Browning and Suzanne Winckler of the Texas

Monthly. . .

3. There will be three contest categories: the critical sssay, the
creative essay, and the short story (all discussed, along with judging
criteria on the following pages).

4. All three first-piace writers will receive §100 gift certificates
and ail three second-place writers §30 gift certificates from the
University Co-Op. Gift certificates of §10 each will be awarded
to writers receiving homorable wmentions.

5. To enter, students who ave officially enrolled in a froshman
composition cless must come ¢ Parlin 3, the Writing lab, sign up,
and get the information package by November 19,

6. All entries must be received no later than 5 p.m., November 2S;
winners will be announced and prizes awardcd at 4 p.m., December 9,
in the Writing Lab, Parlin 3.

Fleess take @ few mowents in your classroom to anncunce the contest and
talk it up with your students. Your efforts in bringing the contest to
your students’ attention and encouraging them to enter will mean much to
the success of the contest in gemeral. Also, if you want to “'sponsor”
individual students you think might win, please feel free to do so. After
all, the purpese of the contest is to stimulate our students to cave abeut
good writing, and whatever advice, suppor? or encouragement they receive
from you can only help,

Last fall the winners and honorable mentions were as follows {students®
teachers® names in parentheses}:

Short fictlon: firvst place, Philip Billnitzer (Judizh Wilson);
second place, Peter Ray (Wayne iLesser); honorabdle
asntions, Peter Messerschmidt {(Marshall Alcorm)},
Daniel E. Magnus (John Clime}, Gary J. Gardner {Janice Kirk).

Creative Essay: first place, Gerald Atkinson (Janice Kirk); second place,
Jim Jarnagin (Sue Chisholm); honorable mention, Robert
Ryan (Johm CUline)

Critical Essay: first pisce, Brian Payro {John Tline): second place,
Natalie atkinson (Ramom Saldivar); honorvable mention,
Kav Nester {(Joha Cline}
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The three categories discussed here all tend to overlsp 4 bit.
difference in some cases may only iovolve the writer's emphasis oOfF
pripinal intentions. Lab stalf members, your toachers, and contvest
of ficials will help you decide which caregory is appropriate For your
| entry. Except for grossiy cut-of-piace entries, there «1il be some

| leeway in each category for a variety of entries.

| Lveryene 15 familiax with short stovies, A survey of any anthelogy
| of short €lcotion will show vou the wide range of techniques, styie

| subject matter that short storles sske use af. The whole range of
techniques is open to you: for exampls, first-person naryation, "streaw-~of-
consciousness’ narration, flashbacks, foreshadowing. The whole range of
vone or moud 1§ also:  mmorous, melodramatic, slapsilck, tragic, dramatic,
absurdist, mvstevious, or fantastic oaes or atmosphere are &ll possi-
bilities, Likewise, the whole range of genves: westerns, derective
stories, romances, science fiction, pavables, fahiies, tales, scenes from
ordinary life.

pitical {or Persuasive) Ess
Criticai {or Persuasive) BEssay

in this category you take on a critical atritude, arpue for an idea
or bailief, particularly one concerning some controversia! issue of the
day. Such essays can use the whole range of persupasive or argumentative
strategies. Topics fox this category can come from such broad arsas as
nolitice, reiigion, moratity, ethics, and s¢ an, AS for the style, tone,
or mood for entries in this rategory, the critical essay can be anything
from serious to somigal, gentle to strisent, oY tfaditional t¢ unconven-
tional. Your critical snsay can be as elaborate as & philosophical treatise
or as informsl as sume newspaper editcrials.

Creative Essay

‘The categery of creative essay .5 the most difficult to label and
define and at the sama time the category that for most contestants wiid
be the wost Fun to enter, It includes Iight, informal, entertaining,
amusing, Clever prose svuch as you can find examples of in Texas Montnly,
The New Yorker, Ms., or even Gur Ows Incal Urmost. These articles can
produce a certain amount of useful or interesting infarmation, but do so
in a light, informal way. One could call this category light, informal
expositoyy writing, psrsonal essays, o possibly creative expository
writing., One could consider this category numorous oF sptevtainment
reading, but certainly other moods ars possibie.




{Copics of these pages are available to students in the Writing Lab)

INFORMATION FOR THE FRESHMAN WRITING CONTEST
Registration and Preparation

To enter the contest, you will need to come to the Writing Lab (Pariin 3}

to sign your name and your composition teacher’'s name. You need not

commit yourself toentering one of the three categaries until you bring

your entry in. The registration deadline is November 19, no later than 5 p.m.

- As you prepare for the contest, feel free to seek the advice of your

composition teacher or the staff of the Writing Lab. Remember, however,
that when you sign up to enter the coniesi, you will also be signing a
statement in which you pledge that your entry will be your own work

and no one else's.

1f you have any question about the criteria that will be used to
judge the contest, about the differences between the three contest
categories, or about which category your planned entry fits into, ask
a member of the lab staff for information or take az copy of "CONTEST
CATEGORIES AND JUDGING CRITERIA."

when you are finished writing your entry, brimg it to the lab on or

,V_before November 29(nc later than 5 p.m.}.

- JUDFYNG

A panel of English Department members will screen zll the entries and
celect a group of finslists. The entries selected by this panel will
then be typed and sent to the finmal judges for the selection of the
winners and honorable mentions.

Announcement of the winners and honorable mentions and presentation of
the prizes will be held in the Writing Lab {or some nearby room if it
gets too crowded) on December 9 at p.m.

We encourage all contestants, contestants' friends and lovers, teachers,
interested students and anyone else to attend this awards ceremony.

We will publicize the names of the comtest winners and honorable
wentions to all the iocal media and, with the permission of the winners,
keep copies of the winning entries on dispiay in the lab.




You may have difficulty deciding whether your emtry belongs to
the short story of creative essay category. Don't worry: write what
you want to write and discuss what category it belongs in later with
pecple involved in the contest. In general, however, short stories
begin with an intention to teil a r.re or less fictional story, whersas
crestive essays begin more with an aim to produce information or ideas
about .the real world. Despite this basic difference, a creative essay
can tell a story, one that is more or less real, in accomplishing its
aim.

Look through back or current issues of the'mﬁgazines mentioned
sbove to get an idea of this category. Also, talk to your teacher ot
people in the Writing Lsb.

CRITERIA

Essays and short stories will all be judged by such criteria
as freshness, creativity, originality, clarity, conciseness,
persuasiveness-whichever are most appropriate to the particular
entry. These standards will be more important than those such as
correctness of punctuation, usage, grammar, spelling, or other such
mechanics. Each entry will be judg.d on its owm merits, according
to how successfully it accomplishes its apparent intention or
purpose. That purpose can involve practically anything: to persuads,
explain, -inform, entertain, interest, amuse, inspire, move, convert,
startle, amaze, cause people to stop and think, change their minds
or to do something actively. R




ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS
for the
WRITING CONTEST

There will be a limit of one entry per person. Because of the
number of entries we expect already, we could not handie the
additional volume of writers' entering more than one essay

or story or more than one category. .

You need not type your essays oT stories. Neatly hand-written
entries will be judged by the same standards as the typed ones.
However, if you can manage it, we encourage you (0 type your
entries for the judges' sake. _

There is no official length limitation on the essays or
stories: however, we encourage you to keep your entries below
ten typewritten pages long.

We encourage you to discuss your writing contest plans with
your teachers, fellow students, or members of the staff of the
Writing Lab.

You are welcome to submit essays or stories you have written in
the past for your composition classes.




