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Regents OK’d I Rose to the occasion

by committee
Senate confirmation expected
By PAULA BLESENER
Daily Texan Staff

T h e  three  n o m in ee s  to the UT 
S y s te m  Board o f  R egen ts  w ere 
u n a n im o u s ly  a p p rov ed  W e d n e sd a y  
by the S e n a te  N o m in a t ion s  C o m 
m ittee ,  o p e n in g  the d o or  for a lm ost 
certain  con firm atio n  by the full S e n 
ate  T h u rsd a y .

T w o -th ird s  of the  S e n a te  m ust a p 
prove  G ov . M ark  W h ite 's  selection 
o f  Jack  B lanton  of H o u sto n ,  S h a n 
n o n  Ratliff o f  A ustin  and William 
R o d en  o f  M idland  for posit ions  on 
the n in e -m e m b e r  go v e rn in g  board.

A ck n o w led g in g  the o v e r w h e lm 
ing d ec is ion  by the n o m in atio n s  
c o m m itte e ,  S e n .  G o n z a lo  B arr ien
tos, D -A u stin ,  said the only  obstacle  
to con firm atio n  could be the inv o ca
tion o f  senatorial  courtesy.

T radit ionally ,  sen ato rs  can derail 
the con firm atio n  of any  n o m in ee  
from their h o m e  districts. Barrientos 
threatened  last w eek  to exerc ise  his 
right to b lock Ratliff 's  confirm ation .

Barrientos  said he had not been 
c o n s u lte d  e ar ly  e n o u g h  a b o u t  
W h ite 's  ch o ices  and said he had 
con sid ered  the  tactic as a m e a n s  of 
ga in in g  m ore  respect  for his office. 
But after m e e t in g  with the potential 
reg en ts ,  Barrientos  said he will not 
im p e d e  the con firm ations .

' 'T h e r e  will be no p ro b le m , ' '  said 
Barrientos. " I f  there 's  no problem 
with m e, th e re 's  no p roblem  with 
the S e n a t e . "

Sen .  Jo h n  W hitm ire ,  D -H o u sto n ,  
w h o  rep resen ts  B lanton s district, 
said the n o m in ee s  will sail through 
the 11 a .m .  con firm ation  hearing 
probably  in time to take their p laces 
at the  1 p .m .  regents '  m eeting.

At that m eet ing ,  the tw o o ilm en 
and  the law yer will en ter  into the 
d ec is io n -m a k in g  p rocess  for the 14 
a ca d em ic  and hea lth -o rien ted  UT 
c o m p o n e n t  insti tutions

Ratliff,  46, is a p artner  in the A u s 
tin law firm of M cG in n is ,  Lochridge  
and  Kilgore. He served  as W hite 's  
c am p aign  treasurer  during  W h ite ’s 
bids for a tto rney  general and g o v e r 
nor.

A ccord in g  to W h ite 's  d isclosure 
records,  Ratliff personally  co n tr ib u t
ed  $ 1 , 5 0 0  to  t h e  c a m p a i g n .  
M cG in n is ,  Lochridge  and Kilgore 
gave  $ 5 ,3 2 5  in con tribution s  and 
services.

Ratliff a lso  w as a c o -g u a ra n to r  for 
m ore than $66 0 ,0 0 0  in loans to the 
cam p aign .

Ratliff received a b ach e lo r 's  d e 
gree from the  University  in 1961 and 
graduated  from the UT Sch ool  of 
L aw  in 1964.

W hile  a t ten d in g  the University, 
Ratliff w as a m e m b e r  o f  the Texas 
C o w b o y s  and  the Friar Society.

D u rin g  W e d n e s d a y 's  no m in atio n  
co m m it te e  m eeting ,  Ratliff agreed 
with the UT S y s te m 's  e n d o r se m e n t  
of  a tuition increase  to stave o ff  su b 
stantial b u d g e t  cuts  for h igh er  e d u 
cation .

But m ore  than a gradual increase  
m ay be called for, Ratliff said. " P e r 
h a p s  w e  m ay have  to m ake a m ore  
su d d e n  m o v e  now , so as  not to im 
pair the function  o f  the  institutions 
o f  h igh er  learning ,  than gradually 
raising tu i t io n ,"  he said.

Ratliff a lso  labeled a proposal by 
Se n .  Carl Parker,  D-Port A rthur,  to 
ch a rg e  n o n -re s id e n t  s tu d en ts  the 
s a m e  tuition as  they would pay in 
their  h o m e  states ,  " a  fair p ro p o s i 
t io n ."

‘There will be no prob
lem. If there’s no problem 
with me, there’s no prob
lem with the Senate.’ 
—State Sen. Gonzalo

Barrientos

" I t  could  cause  so m e  p ro b lem s  in 
the (S y s tem 's )  p la n n in g  process,  
s im p ly  b e ca u se  o f  the  n u m b e rs  —  
w h e re  the s tu d en t  is from , h o w  
m u ch  they  pay for tu i t io n ,"  Ratliff 
said .

B lan ton ,  57, is the  c h a irm a n  of  the 
board and  ch ief  executive  officer of 
S cu rlo ck  Oil Co. in H o u sto n .

Blanton is the ch a irm a n -e lec t  of 
the 1 lo u s to n  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e  
and  is the presid ent of M id -C o n ti 
nenta l  Oil and  G as  C o .  H e serves  on 
the board  of d irectors  of T e x a s  C o m 
m erce  B a n csh a res  and S o u th w e s t 
ern Bell Corp .

B lan ton  p ersonally  contributed  
$3,2(X) to W h ite 's  gubernatoria l  
ca m p a ig n .  T h e  T exas  C o m m e rc e  
B a n c sh a res  Political A ction C o m m it 
tee d o n a te d  $5 ,0 0 0  to the  cam p aign .

B lan ton  said last w eek  he is not 
an active  D em ocrat .  " B u t  I 've never  
failed to v o t e , "  he said. " A n d  in the 
past,  I 've voted for D em o crat ic  ca n 
d id a te s . "

Blanton received a b a ch e lo r 's  d e 
gree  from the U nivers ity  in 1947 and 
gradu ated  from the U I  Sch o ol  of 
Law S ch o ol  in 1950. He is a form er 
pres id ent  o f  the E x-S tu d e n ts '  A sso 
ciation and is a m e m b e r  o f  the  UT 
D e v e lo p m e n t  Board.

H e  has also d onated  m ore  than 
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  to the U nivers ity ,  earning  
him a place on the C h a n ce l lo r 's  
C ou ncil .

B la n to r  said his c lo s e  ties to the 
U nivers ity  m ay m ake it difficult for 
him to give the o th er  c o m p o n e n t  in
st itu tions  equal con sid era t io n .

" ( I t 's )  a sub ject  that 's  b een  a p ro b 
lem for a long time for the  b o a rd ,"  
B lanton  said.

" I  think peop le  like m yself ,  w ho 
hav e  historically had a prim ary e m 
p hasis  on UT A ustin , m u st  now  rec
o gn iz e  that w e have c o m p o n e n t  in
s t itu tions  that d eserv e  o u r  time and 
a t t e n t io n ,"  B lanton said. " I t ' s  hard 
to o v er co m e  this p r o b le m ."

A lth ou gh  Blanton said he does 
not support  a specific  tuition in
crea se  proposal,  he said it is a sub 
ject for " se r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n .” 

R od en , 63, is the o w n e r  and  p re s 
ident o f  R oden Oil Co .  in M idland, 
and is the cha irm an  of  the  Mid-C on- 
t inental  Oil and G as  Co .

R od en m ad e  no p ersonal  contri
b u t io n s  to W h ite 's  1982 cam p aign ,  
a cco rd ing  to d isclosure  inform ation .

R od en  a ttend ed  the University 
from 1940 to 1943, but he  jo ined the 
Naval Air M arines  be fore  receiving 
his d eg ree .  H e returned  for a s e m e s 
ter in 1946, but did not  c o m p le te  d e 
gree  requirem ents.

R od en is the d irector of the First 
N ational Bank of Kerrville and the 
T e xa s  Education Fo u n d a tio n .  He is 
also the president of the  Longhorn  
Club.

R o d en  is a form er m e m b e r  of the 
d e v e lo p m e n t  board for U T Permian 
Basin and  is a m e m b e r  o f  the C h a n 
cellor 's  Council .

R od en could not be reached  for 
co m m e n t .
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Marilyn Gilbert, business sophomore, trims the thorns from a rose in anticipation of 
Valentine’s Day. She works for the Cupid Connection, which will sell roses, carnations 
cookies and balloons in the Texas Union Thursday from 1 0  a m to 5  p m to help 
celebrate the once-a-year day dedicated to love.

Suggested course deletion stirs controversy

Mental services 
still available,
UT officials say
By PAUL K VINT A
Daily Texan Staff

D esp ite  the resignation of the entire  staff of the Men
tal H ealth  Services,  the University still will be able to 
offer s tu d en ts  quality psychiatric care, U niversity offi
cials said W ed n esd ay .

Officials  are con t in u ing  to restructure  the role of 
mental health service for s tu d en ts  after all 12 m em b ers  
of the S tu d ent  Health C e n te r 's  mental  health service 
res igned  M o nd ay . Four of the  12 worked full-tim e, 
while  the  o ther  eight all w orked at least 20 hours  a 
w e e k .

T h e  new  plan should  be com p leted  by A ug 31, w hen 
the res ignations  go into effect

"O u r  stand on quality never v a n es ,"  said Ronald 
Brown, vice president for student affairs. "W e  (the Univer
sity) deliver only the highest care, no matter what it is.'

But psychiatrists  at the health cen ter  d isagree with 
B ro w n 's  definition of quality

"Q u a l i ty  is not possible  un der the existing p h iloso
phy the ad m inistration is trying to u s e , "  said Dr G lenn 
Roark, assistant d irector for mental health It's vital 
that a university o f  the  fir t ( lass have long-term psv 
chiatric services "

Roark said most students art not affluent enough to 
afford private (are, and reiv on the University for help 

But Brown said long-term therapy of any kind belongs 
in the private sector, and not at the university level 

S tu d ents '  A ssociation President Rodney Sch losser  
said he agrees  with Brown

" T h e  thrust o f  the health cen ter  should be to provide 
the m axim um  health care to a m axim um  nu m b er  of 
s tu d e n ts , "  S ch lo sser  said. W hile  mental health tare  is 
im portant,  he said the University  should cut back on 
"sp e c ia l t ie s "  that very few s tud en ts  use

In the 1982-83 school year, 2 , (XX) students  used the 
mental  health services

S ch lo sse r  said the res ignations  will in no way affect 
the quality  of mental  health care ,  but will speed up the 
reorganization of the health center

"  The resignation provides m ore leew ay in orchestra t
ing ch a n g es  and im p ro v em en ts  at the health c e n te r ,"  
S ch lo sser  said

Possible plans for mental health service include the 
m erger  of the services at the health center  with those of 
C o u nseling-P sycho lo g ica l  Services C enter,  B row n said 

Reu ben M cD anie l ,  head of  the com m ittee  appointed  
by B row n to study the health cen ter  said he firmly 
ad vocates  the m erger ,  even  if private sector mental 
health is e xp en siv e  for student*-

" I  d o n 't  th ink the I niversitv should provide stu
d en ts  with Corvette* the r .in ‘ *h ■ -< * per sic
M cD anie l  said

David D rum , a s s is t® ! !  d irector of fh< cou nse ling  cea# 
ter, s a i d  h e  cannot tmagirn the ni\ rsity would elimi
nate  psychiatric s en  es  on * a m p  i but i he antici
pates  a m a jor  transition i * r.ta! he.¡1th ,c r . ic e s  over
the sum m er.

"1 know that (com b in in g  health  c ar e  services) is the 
trend on m a n y  c a m p u se s  ac ross t h e  ountrv bee ause  of 
budget p re s s u re s ,"  D rum  said I know that ' r k a n s a s  
and U ( LA have had to m o . • n that direction

At a Glance
Today

Correction —  The Daily Texan incorrectly reported in 
Tuesday’s edition that Stanley Ross was survived by 
three granddaughters, Janet Cain of Austin and Etizia 
Gulley and Olivia Gulley of San Antonio. Actually, Janet 
Cain and Alizia Gulley are daughters of Ross.

Also, Ross received the Aztec Eagle in 1983, not in 
1968, as was reported.

The Texan regrets the errors.
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Weather
hid (Hit —  The forecast for Austin and vicinity Thursday 
ills for partly cloudy skies with high temperatures in the 
)s. Winds will be out of the south near 15 mph. Thurs- 
jy evening lows will be in the upper 30s with light north- 
asterly winds at 5 to 10 mph. Page 23
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By ELLEN WILLIAMS
Daily Texan Staff

S tu d e n ts  and lecturers  will both 
lose  if English 346K —  a c lass re
quired for all s tud en ts  is d isco n 
tinued  after this s em e ste r ,  English 
teach ers  said W ed n esd a y .

W illiam Suther land ,  cha irm an  of 
the  D e p a rtm e n t  of English ,  said 
T u e s d a y  he  has re co m m e n d e d  that 
the  co u rse  be drop p ed  b e ca u se  the 
d e p a r tm e n t  will not be able to ade
quate ly  staff the class.

N ext fall, s tud en ts  sub jec t  to 198.3 
ca ta log  req u irem ents  w ould  enter 
the  class,  sw elling its enrollm ent.  
T h is  will increase  the n u m b e r  of 
c lasses  need ed  from the current 82 
to a lm o st  150, S u th e r la n d  said 
W e d n e sd a y .

But lecturers in the D ep artm ent  of 
English  said S u th er la n d  has o ther 
m otives .

" W h a t  S uther land  is trying to do

is fire all the lecturers and cheat  all 
the s tu d en ts  out o f  the writing c lass 
es they n e e d , "  said David Beer,  lec
turer.

L e c t u r e r  J a m e s  S k a g g s  said 
S u th e r la n d 's  claim of inad equ ate  
staffing was "a b so lu te ly  u n tr u e , " 
b e ca u se  m a n y  lecturers this s e m e s 
ter had the n u m b e r  of cou rses  they 
teach cut from four to three. T h e  
sm aller  c ou rse  load also led to p ro
portional pav cuts

Robert T w o m b ly ,  associate  p ro
fessor,  said lecturers hav e  no 10b se 
curity b ecau se  they  are  do not have 
tenure. " T h e y  are hired for low 
w ages  to teach a very heavy load 
he said.

Both Skag gs  and Beer said a split 
b e tw een  the d ep a r tm e n t 's  literature 
and com p osit ion  teachers w a s  a n 
o th er  reason the cou rse  Writing
for D ifferent Disciplines mav be
elim inated.

" T h e  p u rp o se  is to have  a small.

cozy clique o f  literature scholars by 
th em selves ,  w ithout being bothered 
by grading w riting, ' Beer said 
"T h e ir  o w n  literature studies are of 
little use to a n y o n e ,  w hereas  < (im
position skil ls  are badly need ed

Neill M e g a w  pro fesso r  of Englisf 
and past chairm an of the d ep art
ment, s<hd he was "h o rr i f ie d "  bv 
the reco m m en d atio n  Ib is  i*- a fan
tastic sellout of s tud en ts  w h o  need 
help w riting, he said

C u rrently ,  s tud ents  under the 
1983 catalog m ust receive credit  'or 
English 306, 316K and H 6K  if (46K 
were abolished , s tud en ts  could 
gradu ate  w ithout ever taking E n g 
lish com p o sit io n  courses,  Skaggs 
said. Student*- an place out of 306, 
and 316 K  is a l iterature s u n  to 
course .

Jo sep h  Kruppa, assoc ia te  chair
m an of the d ep artm ent  and issoci- 
a te  p rofessor  said s tud en ts  are cur
rently required to take two other

v r i t in g  c ( m p o n e n t  
,-ell as the three English

g the  course  would 
colleges to offer  -smilar 
rses,  rather than bur- 
nglish d< p ¡f tm en t  with 

verv Ü ! ‘udent Kruppa said 
Su ther land  said ho did not w ant 

om m it the d ep a rtm e n t  t( years

s u b s t a n t ia l  
( outrses as 
c i >urs< *s 
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i D epart-nof rehired bv th< i n d i *  
m e n t  could  find jobs teach in g  o th e r  
s u b s t a n t ia !  - r fir g o m p o n t  nt 
cou rses  in oth* r I coll* ges and d e 
p artm ents

Slither! ind and Kruppa said thev 
have not vet calculated how many lec
turers would not be rehired if the class 
were abolished, but Skaggs estimated 
the number to be 40 to 50 teachers, 
m a m  of them with d o d o  rates.

Mullen’s bond issue vote to get ethics hearing
By JEFF CROSBY
Daily Texan Staff

T h e  A ustin  Ethics R e v ie w  C o m m iss ion  
d ec ided  W e d n e sd a y  a full hearing 
sho uld  be held Feb. 27  to d eterm ine  if 
M a y o r  Ron M ullen v iolated  the Ethics 
C o d e  by voting to put Proposition 3 on 
the  Jan .  19 charter e lec t ion  ballot.

By a 3-2 m argin, the  com m issio n  d e 
c ided a com p la in t  filed by David Orr,  a 
U T bio logy  junior ,  w a s  s tro ng  eno u g h  to 
hold  a hearing  w h ere  both  sides can 
p re se n t  ev id ence.  S te v e  Harris  and  Fred 
R o b in so n ,  both recently  ap p ointed ,  
v o ted  against  the hearing .

O r r 's  com p la in t  a sserts  M ullen violat
ed the conflic t-of- in terest  provision of 
the  c od e  w h en  he  v oted  for Proposition 
3, w h ic h  w ould h a v e  placed an east-w est  
th o ro u g h fa re  n ea r  land partially o w n e d
b y  M u llen .

T h e  Ethics  C o d e  p ro h ib its  elected offi
c ials  from  voting  o n  o r  d iscu ss ing  issues  
b e fo re  the  council  in w hich  they have  a 
d irect  or indirect f inancial  interest.

T h e  p roposition ,  had  it passed, w’ould 
h a v e  placed a ro a d w a y  beside  T ow n 
L ake .  T h e  land partially o w ned  by M u l
len  is n e a r  the in tersect ion  of W est  First 
S tre e t  a n d  L am ar Boulevard .

‘All of the evidence is here 
before us that needs to be 
considered. I don’t think 
there is enough to go for
ward.’

—Steve Harris,
ethics review commissioner

City  Attorney Paul Isham maintained 
in a Feb. 6 opinion  that M ullen 's  vote is 
not  a violation of the  co d e  b ecau se  M ul
len w as not voting on the road w ay plan, 
just the proposition. A n o th er  opinion re
leased W ed n e sd a y  by Isham stated there 
w as  not a "su ff ic ie n t  nexus' betw een 
M u llen 's  vote and the  effect of the road 
on  M uilen 's  property .

Isham  also stated in W edn esd ay s 
o p in ion  the financial effect " is  incapable 
of ca lcu la t io n "  b e ca u se  the road would 
not  have been built i o r m a n y  years.

But Jean D ahiquist ,  Ethics Review 
C o m m iss ion  ch a irw o m a n ,  said the c o m 
m ission  is not " b o u n d  by that particular 
o p in io n ."

D ahiquist  said s h e  d isagreed with Is-

harrm conclusion  that there net 
e n o u g h  of  a con n ei  tion b e tw een  the vote 
and the actual e ffect  of the road on Mu i 
len's  land

"I see  there  be ing  a s trong nexu^ 
D ahiquist  said

D ahiquist  said the  council  vote  would 
be the first o f  " t h r e e  or four s te p s"  n e c e s 
sary to get the project  through This 
nexus b u s iness  is a process of govern
m ent in Austin

Harris said Isham 's  opinion was suffi
cient.

"A ll  of the  e v id en ce  is here before  us 
that n eed s  to be consid ered  he >aid 1 
d o n 't  think there  is en o u g h  to go for
w a rd ."

Harris also said the proposition was 
n o n -b in d in g  and the council could still 
have  re jected  the proposition had it

Harris accu sed  the three  c o m m iss io n 
ers w h o  voted for the hearing of wanting 
" t o  m a k e  a political football  out of this 

W e d n e sd a y 's  m eet in g  was a co n t in u a 
tion o f  a m eet ing  started on Feb 8. Be
tw een the tw o m eetings ,  Mullen pre
pared a re sp o n se  to an am en ded  
com plain t  filed bv O rr

M ullen 's  r e s p o n s e  pointed  out several 
past votes  relating to the land in which

he has absta ined  f r o m  o»ting on o r  d is 
c u ssing  the issue

\tter the hearing ,  Mi * * said he had 
a feeling of deja vu a- t h e  is the sec 
ond time in his term a conflict of interest 
com plaint has gone  t o a  full hearing  i h e  
first com p la in t  charged  that M ullen had 
been in * confEr* • >♦ int. rest m e o lv m g  the 
possible  sale of insurance  to clients  w h o  
appeared  before  the council

Ih e  co m m iss io n  tound there was no 
violation.

M ullen m ainta ined  his position that he 
had not b een  in a conflict of in terest  'If I 
had th o u gh t  this was go ing  to be a p rob
lem, 1 w ould ha\c abstained  he said

D ahiquist  requested  that  additional in 
form ation be m ad e available to the c o m 
m ission S h e  asked it the  city had c o n 
ducted a m  studies of the pro p o sed  
roadw ay that ma\ h a v e  been sent to the 
council

Mullen said the city D e p a r tm e n t  o f  Ur
ban 1 ran sp ortation  had prepart'd  a s tud y  
that listed " s e v e n  or e ig h t"  a l ternat ives  
ter the roadw ay.

S in ce  each  side can be rep resented  at 
the hearing ,  M ullen said he will probably  
hire an a t to rn ey  to  rep resen t  him


