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As colleges and universities across the 
country cut course offerings and entire aca­
demic programs to reduce costs, the Univer­
sity has maintained spending levels while 
adding adm inistrative and academic pro­
grams.

A survey conducted  by the A m erican 
Council on Education revealed that a sub­
stantial num ber of adm inistrators believe 
their schools are in weak financial condi­
tion.

The su rvey , "C am pus T rends 1994," 
found that 23 percent of the respondents to 
the survey were subject to mid-year budget

cuts.
This was not the case at the University.
"Overall, there was an increase in the 

b u d g e t for the  com ing y ea r,"  said  G. 
Charles Franklin , UT vice p resid en t for 
business affairs.

The portion of the budget that applies to 
academic program s has remained mostly 
the same from the 1993-1994 to the 1994- 
1995 academic year, said Edwin Sharpe, UT 
vice president for administration and public 
affairs.

The survey found that while more than 
half of the schools have either introduced 
new program s or expanded program s to 
increase revenue, 40 percent have eliminat­
ed programs in recent years.

"On the negative side, this may result in a

reduced range of academic offerings and 
erosion of student services," said Elaine El- 
Khawas, the vice president for policy analy­
sis and research for the council.

The U niversity has not been adversely 
affected  by these financial co n stra in ts , 
according to UT officials.

"We have added some programs in recent 
years," said James Vick, vice president for 
student affairs. "For example, the under­
graduate advising service was added two or 
three years ago. It was expensive, but it was 
a need that had to be addressed."

Increased academic offerings abound for 
the upcoming long semesters. Six expanded 
courses will be offered by the Division of 
Rhetoric and Composition, which was creat­
ed last year as a part of the Department of

English. The College of Business Adminis­
tration has also added two new courses and 
an H onors C olloquium  for the fall and 
spring semesters.

"In recent memory, we have not eliminat­
ed courses or programs for economic rea­
sons," Vick added.

While only 48 percent of all colleges and 
universities reported enrollment increases, 
the University is trying to stabilize enroll­
ment and maintain the quality of education.

"As approved by the Board of Regents, 
we are under enrollment management con­
tro l and  have tried  to m ain ta in  a level 
enrollm ent of about 48,000," Sharpe said. 
"We were well over 50,000 for a while."

"The College of Business Administration 
instituted enrollment controls to limit the

number of undergraduates in the school," 
Vick said. " I think that they did it to main­
tain the quality of the school and provide 
the best experience for the undergraduates."

University administrators agree that stu­
dent financial aid is an area of concern.

"Every indication is that [student finan­
cial aid] is a major problem nationally and is 
a concern to us here at UT," Sharpe said.

"Ten years ago, aid given to students with 
financial need w as approx im ate ly  tw o- 
thirds grants and one-third loan," Vick said. 
"Today the proportion is reversed and, as a 
result, students are building higher debt."

"I feel this is a failure of the federal and 
state governm ents to m aintain adequate 
grant programs for both undergraduates 
and graduate students," Vick added.

Take that!

Ken Nishino, left, a Plan ll/premed senior from Dal­
las, and Hajime Nagase, an interior design senior 
from Tokyo, practiced kendo in L. Theo Bellmont

T.J. Lee/Daily Texan Staff

Hall Sunday afternoon. Nishino has been participat­
ing in the UT Kendo Association for two years and 
practices three times a week.

University adds writing 
courses for undergrads
Marina Vinokur
Daily Texan Staff

In response to an increased focus by the University 
on undergraduate writing, four new writing courses 
and two expanded courses will be offered next fall by 
the Division of Rhetoric and Composition for all under­
graduate students.

The division, which was created last year to be sepa­
rate from the Department of English, has reorganized 
some writing courses and created new ones.

"The University w anted to put more emphasis on 
writing courses, streamline those courses and do a bet­
ter job of providing more writing courses," said John 
Ruszkiew icz, associate p rofessor of English. "The 
smaller rhetoric division can focus on writing courses 
like the larger English classes couldn't."

The new courses to be offered next fall include Criti­
cal Reading and Persuasive Writing 309S, Studies in 
Computers and Languages 330C, History of Rhetoric 
330D and Topics in Writing 330E. The expanded cours­
es are The Writing Process 309L, and Computers and 
Writing 309M.

Critical Reading and Persuasive Writing is specifical­
ly designed for students who placed out of English 306 
by scoring more than 550 on the UT placement exam.

"It is a high-powered version of 306, with a focus on 
classical rhetoric," Ruszkiewicz said. Ruszkiewicz and 
Rosa Eberle, professor of English, will be teaching 309S 
in the fall.

Prior to the course, students had to wait until their 
sophomore year to take English classes beyond E316.

Studies in Computers and Languages examines the

role of computer technology in communication. Mar­
garet Syverson, professor of English, will be teaching
the class.

History of Rhetoric explores the history of rhetoric 
and the application of theory to text.

"The Writing Process is an intensive course in editing 
for students who want practice in writing and want to 
focus on style and editing," Ruszkiewicz said. The 
course will be taught by Sue Rodi, professor of English, 
and John Trimble, associate professor of English.

C om puters and W riting will show students w hat 
new technology is available and teaches them how to 
use Internet and write software such as Hypertext and 
Storyspace. The course will be taught by Kermit Camp­
bell, assistant professor of English.

"309M will be one of the most innovative writing 
courses taught in the country," said Lester Faigley, 
director of the division.

Rhetoric Theory and Analysis is an upper-division 
intensive course in reading and writing that examines 
m odem  theories of rhetoric in the new multicultural 
environment. The course will be taught by Campbell.

Not all of the courses being offered are new; Topics 
in W riting has been revam ped to focus on practical 
writing skills.

"The new focus on rhetoric and composition in many 
of the new courses is only natural in light of the cre­
ation of the new division," said Thomas Buckley, a spe­
cialist in the division.

Faigley said the new and expanded courses are not a 
financial burden because the courses will be taught by 
current faculty. He said the division only added two 
new professors, Eberle and Syverson, to the handle the 
expansion.

Former UT student sentenced
Ex-student pleads not guilty to robbery by reason of insanity
Nick Montfort
Daily Texan Staff

Joshua Alan Levine, 22, was sen­
tenced to eight years and 10 months 
in federal prison Friday for robbing 
the  F irst S tate Bank at 2508 
Guadalupe St. while he was a stu­
dent at the University.

On Aug. 17, 1993, Levine w as 
arrested while fleeing from the bank 
a fte r robb ing  it. In June, a jury  
found him guilty of using a hand­
gun to steal about $12,000 from the 
bank.

Levine pleaded not guilty by rea­
son of insanity. Before the sentence 
w as h an d ed  dow n , he sa id  th a t

b ip o lar d iso rder, also know n as 
manic-depressive disorder, caused 
him to commit the crime.

Levine was diagnosed w ith the 
disorder after his arrest.

"My ... mental illness is not an 
excuse. It's an explanation for what 
I've done," Levine said.

"I don 't know how to convince 
you of how  sorry  I am ," Levine 
said. "I deeply regret it, causing all 
the terror and violence to the people 
in the bank."

U.S. District Judge Sam Sparks 
characterized Levine as a "bright 
person."

"Your intellect was a blessing, 
and it serves against you now on 
this sentence," Sparks said.

Sparks sentenced Levine to eight 
years of probation in addition to the 
prison time.

An appeal was filed Friday by 
Levine's attorney, Jack Zimmerman.

Zimmerman said it could take "a 
year to two years" for the proceed­
ings associated with the appeal to 
be completed.

Sparks suggested to Levine du r­
ing sentencing that he use his time 
in prison to complete his education.

Levine was majoring in philoso­
phy and radio-television-film at the 
time of the robbery, Z im m erm an 
said.

He ad d ed  th a t Levine needed  
three more hours to receive the first 
degree and 15 for the second.
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take Kaplan and get 

a higher score...

More students take Kaplan’s courses every 
year than any other test prep company’s. 

Call us today and find out why.
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