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Washington wins close 
Chicago mayoral race
United Press International

CHICAGO — Democrat Rep. Harold 
Washington defeated Republican Ber
nard Epton Tuesday to become the first 
black mayor in Chicago's history.

Washington's narrow victory capped 
a divisive, seven-week campaign that 
turned largely on Washington's race 
and legal problems in his past. Nation
al Democratic Party officials billed the 
victory as the kickoff of a drive to re
gain the White House next year.

In Chicago, the outcome appeared to 
be the death rattle of the political ma
chine run for decades by Mayor Rich
ard Daley. It also left the lingenng 
question of how the city's power bal
ance, so long dependent on patronage 
jobs, will be realigned under a mayor 
who has disavowed patronage.

With 2,810, or 96.4 percent, of the 
city's 2,914 precincts reporting, Wash
ington had 640,738 votes, or 51.5 per
cent, to 599,114, or 48.2 percent, for 
Epton with a scattering of votes for a 
Socialist candidate.

Washington, who narrowly won the 
Feb. 22 primary while Mayor jane 
Byrne and State's Attorney Richard 
Daley split the white vote, again had 
solid black support Tuesday.

But he also picked up support from 
the largely white liberal lakeshore 
wards and in the growing Hispanic 
community. That support offset a huge 
turnout in white ethnic wards on the 
Southwest and Northwest sides that 
went heavily for Epton. Democratic 
committeemen in some of those wards 
openly supported Epton.

Washington did not immediately 
claim victory and Epton, before final 
figures became available, said he ex
pected to win a ''neck and neck" race. 
He did not immediately concede, and 
was reported to have gone home from 
his election headquarters after mid
night.

The turnout appeared to be well over 
80 percent of the city's 1.6 million reg
istered voters — easily a record for a 
municipal election.

A big turnout had been thought to 
benefit Epton, who was counting on a 
heavy, last-minute swing to him by 
white, ethnic wards on the Northwest 
and Southwest sides.

The turnout was easily a record for a 
Chicago municipal election —  breaking 
the old mark of 70.3 percent set in 
1947. It approached the all-time high, 
more than 91 percent in the presiden

tial election of 1944.
The mayor's race turned on two is

sues: Washington's race and his occa
sional financial troubles.

Washington was convicted in the 
early 1970s of failing to file federal in
come tax returns for four years and 
served a brief jail term. There also was 
a string of allegations during the cam
paign that Washington had failed to 
pay utility bills and property taxes.

Polls, however, showed support for 
one candidate or another was most di
rectly allied to race. A Chicago Sun- 
Times poll taken two weeks before the 
election found Washington with more 
than 90 percent support among mem
bers of his race and Epton with well 
over 60 percent support.

Washington's victory in the primary 
over Byrne and Daley was made possi
ble largely by a huge voter registration 
drive among blacks, orchestrated by 
ministers and community leaders.

The turnout was so high that one 
election judge called the elections 
board to ask if he could close his pre
cinct if all 246 registered voters cast 
their ballots.
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Democrat Rep. Harold Washington was elected despite a heavy voter turnout by white ethnic wards.

Vick report adds requirements

Taking the oath
New members of the UT System Board of Regents are 
sworn into office Tuesday. Secretary of State John

Shannon 0  Neill Daily Texan Staff

Fainter administered the oath to the new regents (l-r) 
Robert Baldwin, Jess Hay and Mario Vzaguirre.

By LAURA FISHER 
and PATTY MERREN
Daily Texan Staff 

The main problem the College of En
gineering faced because of the Vick re
port was adding eight foreign language 
hours to its degree programs, savs 
Charles Sorber, associate dean for aca
demic affairs of the college 

In the 1981 report, the University 
Council's Committee on Basic Educa
tion Requirements, chaired by James 
Vick, assistant dean of the College of 
Natural Sciences, recommended for all 
undergraduates a new core curricu
lum.

That curriculum includes courses in 
foreign language, English, natural sci
ence, math, arts humanities and social 
science.

The new basic education require
ments presented a problem for several 
colleges whose catalogues had to be 
brought in line with the Vick recom
mendations how to fulfill the require 
ments without eliminating electives or 
increasing degree program hours 

Sorber said: "W e didn't object to 
anything the Cniversitv Council was 
trying to do pedagogicallv. We did 
have a problem with indiscriminately 
adding hours to the curriculum

When hours are added to degree 
programs, "it changes the numbers 
upon which accreditation are based,' 
Sorber said.

In the College of Engineering, for ex
ample, the Accreditation Bureau for 
Engineenng and Technology insists 
that a minimum amount of course

The Vick Report
creating a core curriculum
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work be offered in selected areas be
fore a degree program is accredited

For example, ABET might sa\ the 
college must provide one-half vear of a 
certain subject area before a degree 
program is accredited The 132 h o u r s  
in that degree program are diuded bv 
eight semesters, equalling 16.5 sem es
ter credit hours, or one-eighth of a 
four-vear program A one-half vear 
then would be equivalent to 16.5 se
mester credit hours

But if eight hours were added to a 
132-hour degree program, making it a 
140-hour program, then, bv the above 
formula, a one-half year would equal 
17.5 semester credit hours Therefore 
the number of semester hours required 
bv ABET for degree program accredita
tion would increase in virtually all 
areas.

The College of Engineenng, as well 
as some other colleges, circumvented 
the accreditation problem bv stipulat
ing that students entenng the Univer
sity with less than two high school 
units of foreign language credit must 
take the first two semesters in a lan
guage without degree credit

"I find it distressing that we aren t 
forcing students to take a course in 
computer literacy," Sorber said 'The 
computer messed up — that's a lot of

balonev Wouldn't it be nice to know 
how a computer reallv workedr '

Although Vick agrees students 
should have some knowledge of com
puters, he said the committee did not 
recommend a computer science re
quirement because the University has 
neither the ‘daff nor the hardware to 
teach computer course^ to all under
graduates 

Some core curriculum opponents 
question shoving a variety of require
ments dowm the throats of students 
unlikelv to use such knowledge in their 
highiv specialized professions 

How'ever, UT President Peter Flawn 
said \c one can be that sure of the 
future That shows a preoccupation 
with tomorrow instead of next w eek."

Vick agreed saving that in today's 
society it is not uncommon for people 
to change professions With a broad 
base of training vou're much more ad
justable to change VTck said 

Vick calls view s opposed to basic re
quirements "defensible" and uses a 
child-rearing analogy in describing the 
importance of certain course require
ments How do you avoid coming 
across as a domineering parent telling 
a child what to do? But if you don't 
have some requirements, things go to 
pot standards fall in almost all cas
es, Vick said. "I think students per
form better when you provide some 
structure. I think students need some 
guidance It s hard; it's like raising 
kids."

Thursday The new English requtre- 
ments

Senate subcommittee 
OKs Ricketts to PUC
By PAUL DE LA GARZA
Daily Texan Staff

A state Senate subcommittee Tues
day gave unanimous approval to the 
appointment of a UT School of Law 
graduate as a member of the Public 
Utility Commission.

The Senate subcommittee on nomi
nations forwarded the name of Philip 
Ricketts to the full Senate for a final 
confirmation vote Thursday by a 5-0 
vote. Ricketts, 37, was Gov. Mark 
White's choice to replace former PUC 
Commissioner H.M. Rollins, who re
signed two weeks ago.

The appointment of Ricketts to the 
three-member commission will com
plete a total turnover of the PUC since 
White took office in January. Former 
commissioners Tommie Smith and 
George Cowden resigned two months 
ago after undergoing criticism aimed at 
the PUC regarding high utility rates 
and unfair utility regulation.

Ricketts was general counsel for 
White before being appointed to the 
commission and was assigned to mat
ters relating to utility regulation and 
energy. He also is a former hearings 
examiner for the PUC.

Ricketts' testimony before the sub
committee primarily focused on a bill 
that passed the Senate last week, 
which calls for sweeping reforms of the 
PUC. Included in that bill is the aboli
tion of the controversial automatic fuel 
adjustment clause, which allows utili
ties to pass on rate hikes directly to the 
consumer.

However, senators denied White his 
request of having commissioners elect
ed by rejecting several amendments to 
that bill which would have mandated 
their popular election.

PUC commissioners are appointed 
by the governor to six-year overlap
ping terms and are subject to Senate 
confirmation.

"I think the language in the Senate 
bill is yery appropriate, and I think it is

Philip Ricketts ... Gov. White’s 
choice to replace Commissioner 
Rollins.

a good legislative solution to a problem 
that's obviously concerned a lot of peo
ple," Ricketts said.

Ricketts said the bill was "appropri
ate" because it leaves the commission 
with the flexibility to devise alterna
tives to the fuel adjustment clause 
when dealing with different utility 
companies.

But, he added, "I think one of the 
advantages of the Senate bill and the 
elimination of the fuel adjustment 
clause is that it will at least stabilize the 
fuel costs so that you don't have this 
month-to-month fluctuation (in utility 
bills)."

Ricketts said one of the main con
cerns with the fuel adjustment clause is 
that people do not know what their 
utility bill would be from one month to 
the next, "And that creates a lot of 
problems for the tvpical family budget, 
and I think that is a very legitimate 
concern."

University architect students plan 
revolutionary downtown structures
By KIM INSLEY
Special to the Texan

Two architecture students have 
drawn up a futuristic plan for revital
izing downtown Dallas.

Exhibiting their plan in the Texas 
Union Building Tuesday before 
members of the Texas Society of Ar
chitects and other architecture stu
dents, Mike Moore and Kirk Taylor 
showed how business, parking and 
residential structures could be 
brought together in a single build
ing.

In a splashy show complete with 
stage lighting, slides and extrava
gantly detailed models, Moore and 
Taylor helped their audience visual
ize the project, which they call the 
"One-Off Park Avenue."

"This is a trend for the future," 
Taylor said. "It's a positive step the 
city could take."

Dallas has one resident for every 
84 jobs. Moore said urban planners 
in Dallas are trying to find ways to 
get people to move back into the city 
as well as to eliminate commuter 
problems.

Moore said the "One-Off Park Av
enue" design is an attempt to "make 
downtown living financially feasi
ble."

In theory, "One-Off Park Ave
nue" would combine a multi-story 
office building with residential units 
and parking. The money generated 
by leasing office space would subsi
dize the residential units making 
them affordable to middle income 
people.

"Kirk and I have been fascinated 
with mixed-use centers for a number 
of years," Moore said.

The two traveled to Dallas and 
Houston to consult with planners

about the feasibilitv of the project 
Moore said the project fit in with 
plans to revitalize the central busi
ness district in Dallas, but Houston 
planners did not believe their market 
would support such a large-scale 
project.

"O ne-O ff Park Avenue” is de
signed to conform with height limi
tations and view corridors planned 
for preferred areas of grow th in Dal
las.

Moore said planners wanted an at
tractive, "contextura!" plan for the 
city. He said planners did not w ant a 
"race for the highest building, 
which he said is occurring in Hous
ton.

Taylor and Moore said they de
signed "One-Off Park Avenue to 
look as if an old-stvle skyscraper had 
embedded itself upside down into 
the ground.

A central focus inside the building 
is the elevator core, which shows the 
elevators "crashing" into the marble 
floor, and is depicted bv fracture 
marks radiating in the marble from 
the base of the elevators.

Integrated into the exterior of the 
building is an outline of the Empire 
State Building Moore said the de
sign is similar to those of New York 
City and reflects the sophistication of 
that city.

Housing and retail space surround 
the office structure, along with rac- 
quetball courts, parking and all the 
necessities to provide a complete liv
ing center, Moore said.

Moore and Taylor began the 
project as an independent study last 
semester. They have completed the 
extenor design and are devoting this 
semester to finishing the interior de
sign.
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Taylor 0) and Moore display futuristic design for downtown Dalas.

The pair first presented the project 
in January, but Moore said reaction 
was so favorable, it was decided that 
"One-Off Park Avenue" would have 
a second showing.

About $3,000 was spent on the

project, "which, unfortunately, was 
out of our pockets," Taylor said.

"I'm  very impressed with it," said 
Harold Box, dean of the School of 
Architecture.


