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Firing Line
Argument unfounded

I'm writing in response to Brent 
Joh n stone's column (Texan, March 
21). H e's got to be joking! How can 
we possibly im prove the quality of 
education by reducing financial aid? 
It's im possible.

Joh n ston e 's column cannot be 
taken seriously, because his argu
m ents are either contradictory or 
pointless. H e says that the universi
ties in America are not up to par 
because of high enrollm ents (as if it 
is bad that A m ericans should get a 
higher education), caused by finan
cial aid, which allow s more people 
to go  to school. To support this ar
gum ent, he uses the enrollment of 
schools in Japan , Great Britain, and 
W est G erm any as exam ples. It may 
be true that fewer people go  to uni
versities in these countries, but, at 
least in W est Germ any, higher ed u 
cation is free. According to John
ston e 's logic, this cannot be true. 
But it is. And since West Germ an 
education is renow ned for its high 
stan dards, cutting financial aid is 
obviously not the solution for better 
universities.

Another one of Joh n stone's argu
m ents is that the average American 
studen t is not sm art enough to at
tend quality universities. H is su p 
port for this argum ent is figures 
supplied  by a sociologist w ho says 
that an IQ of 110 is required to ab
sorb a college education. So? The 
average IQ ranges from 85 to 115. 
Thus, the average person m ust be 
able to attend a university and be 
successful.

Johnstone argues that cutting fi
nancial aid  will help low-income 
fam ilies because they will not have 
to pay  as m any taxes. True, but they 
w ould not be able to afford an edu
cation for their children, either.

Mr. Johnstone, financial aid isn't 
just for the upper class. Som e of us 
peons use it, and believe it or not, 
we go to school, too. Perhaps if we 
reduced the military budget ....

W hat d o es this all boil dow n to? 
Financial aid is not destroying 
Am erican education. In fact, it is 
helping it grow . Johnstone feels that 
the quality of education is not high 
enough. The solution to this is to 
adm it the student by scholarly m er
its, not by w hoever can afford it. 
Education starts at the ability of the 
student, and  not by their parents' 
incom e, Mr. Johnstone. Just be

cause you have m oney d oes not 
mean that you 're smart.

A lan  Van D yke  
L inguistics

University doesn’t care
Dear President Flawn,
Your adm inistration has lost all 

credibility with students. N ot only 
have you disillusioned every stu
dent who feels English 346K is ben
eficial, but you have disillusioned 
the hundreds of students currently 
enrolled in E 346K, by not offering 
any suitable alternatives.

You and your crony vice-presi
dents have decided to deal with the 
E 346K fiasco using your standard 
operating procedure. When the 
business school finally announced 
'a lte rn a tiv e s ' for s tu d e n ts  on 
W ednesday, the ann ouncem ent 
merely recited policy from the cata
log. By dealing with this fiasco u s
ing standard  policies you give ev
eryone the im pression that fiascos 
are your standard operating proce
dure. A s a graduating senior, I am 
leaving the University thoroughly 
convinced that the adm inistration 
doesn 't give a dam n about the stu 
dents they su ppo sed ly  serve.

K u rt Sm ith  
A ccoun ting  sen ior

Error is not prejudice
Keely N. Law son 's letter that 

appeared in F iring  L ine  (March 20) 
seem ed to relate to a neurosis rather 
than to true oppression .

The situation at the Perry-Cas- 
taneda Library w as not at all an ac
tion stem m ing from oppression  but 
rather an action taken by the 
"y o u n g  white security gu ard " to try 
to carry out his job. The question of 
why he did not ask  the "w hite 
m an " to stop and did ask  the three 
girls to do so  w as sim ply out of 
hum an error; if there were no 
hum an error, those with security 
jobs would apprehend every sh o p 
lifter rather than wrongly accuse an 
innocent, regardless of color, race or 
age.

I do not feel that, as you say, 
"th is is a typical incident for a black 
person at this 'great white universi
ty '."  O f the m any acts of oppression  
happening around the world, I do 
not think that this would w arrant a 
label such as a "typical incident" of 
oppression. This w as a sim ple error 
of judgm ent m ade by a hum an
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being, and is som ething that cannot 
be abolished except in Utopia.

So, Keely N. Law son, when you 
ask the "w hite m an" the question, 
"W hy d o  you want to oppress m e ,"  
base the question from the true sub
ject, not a neurosis.

/. Burke M a rtin
L ibera l arts

Why gripe about R0TC?
I w ould like to respond to Linda 

M eltzer's letter in The D a ily  Texan 
(Feb. 22). Her letter w as aimed at 
getting rid of the m issile at Stein- 
dam  Hall. In her letter she stated 
that she is 'personally not wild 
about ROTC or statues of Army 
generals' and goes on to say that 
she will suffer their presence on 
cam pus. I am a senior in Air Force 
ROTC and have been in ROTC the 
four years I have been at this fine 
university. I do not understand why 
people find me and my fellow ca
dets in all of the services offensive. I 
chose to be in the Air Force because 
it offered me som ething that I could 
not do a s a civilian: fly high-per
form ance jets. My fellow cadets in 
AFROTC also joined because they 
wanted to be pilots, navigators, en
gineers, etc., in the Air Force. We 
are not w arm ongers. We want to 
serve our country and learn new 
skills from  the Air Force and be
com e leaders of men and wom en. 
A s a senior in AFROTC, I am not 
"pow er h u n gry ," and I do not strut 
around cam pus in my uniform look
ing dow n on civilians. I wear blue 
jeans and tennis sh oes five days out 
of the w eek, too.

I can understand if som e people 
are scared by President's Reagan 's 
desire for a strong military, but that 
is no reason to look down on future 
officers in the military. We do not 
want to go  out and kill, but we will 
kill — or die — for this country if 
that is w hat is needed to keep it free 
—  just a s  the founders of our coun
try did.

I w ould also like to point out that 
one of the reasons we have a mili
tary is to m ake certain that A m eri
cans rem ain free. That we will al
w ays live in a dem ocracy where 
people have a right to say  what they 
feel just a s  M iss M eltzer has a right 
to dislike ROTC. I w ould hate to 
think of what w ould happen to her 
if she spoke out against a part of the
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IN líGhT OF THe CUTS iN aiD To 
EWCdTlON, nfe'Ve RBDeS'iGNeP OUR 
aPPUCaTi'oH FOR aOMlSSrON FROM 
this cumbersome l o n g  form t o  

Th¡S GOtWeNteNT SHORT FORM-

military in a com m unist country.
Tim Brown  

Aerospace engineering

Tuition rise unwise
Sham e is the only word that can 

describe the recent proposals for in
creasing the tuition fees, that the 
Legislature of Texas is working 
about.

With the p assage  of these cruel 
proposals a lot of foreign students 
will be forced out of the University 
of Texas, and other potential foreign 
applicants will decline to consider it 
in their options.

One ought not to forget that a 
first-class university is not a univer
sity of the wealthy, but it is one of 
the best-qualified  academ ically . 
And the question that arises is 
whether a great U niversity can be 
great only because of its local ele
m ent and without an assistin g for
eign com ponent. A  great university 
is a blending place, a place where 
various cultures can intermingle 
and  learn from each other. This 
kind of diversity is what it m akes an 
institution really w orldclass.

Indeed, is this the land of oppor

MODELING CAREER 
IN FULL BLOOM

MASAKO "MAKO" MITSÜZUKA
Rsre Essence m odels would like to con
gratúlate Mako, a R sre Essence Model
who recently was placed in a top model 
mg agency in New York Rsre Essence 
will celebrate her success with a big 
send off party at the Edge o f  Town, 
Thursday, March 28. 1985. at 8 p m 
R sre Essence will be offenng their 1985 
Model Workshop starting March 30, 
1985 Don t miss this opportunity to 
Become a Better You Call Debra 

Reeve» at (512) 926-7065, immediate
ly-

tunity, the place where jDeople inde
pendently of their color, race, relig
ion and nationality can live, learn 
and work together? The recent pro
posals definitely did not take these 
in mind.

M ust we now look tow ards other 
countries, som e possibly belonging 
to the so-called Eastern block, 
w here tuition is minimal if not free, 
for our higher education?

A first-class university does not 
limit its enrollment to students of its 
state —  as it practically these pro
posal threaten to do — a first-class 
university does not treat the foreign 
student as a second class person — 
as these proposals definitely will 
do. On the contrary, a w orldclass 
University expands its horizons 
worldwide. My last paragraph is d i
rectly ad dressed  to our president, 
Peter Flawn, who tried to make this 
University a w orldclass institution 
Mr. President, will these proposals 
help the University’ to achieve its 
goals or will they hurt its efforts for 
w orldclass prestige? Do not forget 
that m ost of the foreign students are 
the best, academ ically, and that a 
university becom es great not only 
because of its facilities but also be

cause of its academ ic standards.
C hnstodou lou  Panayiotis  

M athem atics

Hey, Dauster’s okay
I'm not nearly as im pressed with 

The D a ily  Texan of today as I w as 
with the Texan o f five years ago , 
when I w as an undergrad and when 
Texan editors Beth Frerking, Mark 
M cKinnon and John Schw artz were 
raising hell in the editorial p ages 
and in their staff's hard-hitting 
new s ston es N onetheless, I com pli
m ent you for giving editonal space 
to colum nist Nick D auster, w hose 
colum ns I greatly enjoy His em i
nently intelligent editorials have 
provided, am ong other things, d e 
tached but inform ative analyses of 
the political goings-on of the stu 
dents, faculty and adm inistrators of 
this m amm oth southern institution. 
H e's an excellent w nter with a cnti- 
cal eye properly focused on the 
truth behind every issu e , which 
m aked him som ething of a rarity in 
the pages of the Texan and certainly 
am ong the students of these tim es 
Mr. D auster is, in my definition of 
the word, truly an intellectual.

Frank /  Garza 
Economics graduate student
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