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Firing Line
Texan misses news

On March 2, a student was shot 
on campus two blocks from the Stu
dent Health Center. On March 1, a 
man was severely beaten just out
side the Castilian dormitory. This 
past week the vice president of the 
United States was addressing a 
group at the Hyatt Regency and not 
a word was mentioned until after he 
had left. On various days, flags at 
the Main Building are placed at half 
staff to honor those who have 
passed away. At a recent U2 con
cert, federal agents from the U.S. 
marshal's office were working in 
plain clothes outside the Frank 
Erwin Center in hopes of cutting 
down the number of street vendors 
who sell illegal concert materials.

The point I'm trying to make is 
that there are many newsworthy 
events that the Texan staff just 
doesn't seem to want to print. I 
would like to know about these 
events, because as a student I see 
many things happen that deserve 
mention in the Texan. What is the 
purpose being achieved here ... is it 
to inform the public? Well, I'd 
rather hear about a shooting on 
campus or to know that George 
Bush is speaking tonight (someone 
w ho is currently a major political 
figure in office) than to hear what 
Lloyd Doggett has been doing since 
he lost the election (a candidate 
whom you endorsed).

Robert Barker 
Business

Ad rights advanced
This is a response to Ron M uller's 

March 4 "V iew point” paean to- 
Ralph N ader's m ost recent endeav
or. According to the editorial, 
N ader asked Ronald Reagan to call 
off the Madison Avenue advertising 
dogs to keep them from devouring 
the fragile legendary remains of our 
departed presidents and patriots. 
Come on, Ralph, why are you 
bothering Ron Reagan? Do you 
think he is going to condem n the 
advertising industry for flashing a 
few presidential profiles to sell a 
used car? If anything, he owes them 
a thanking for keeping him on the 
road for another four years. When 1 
read that letter about our forefathers 
being abused by advertising, I 
thought Muller was kidding. I only 
finished it because I was waiting for 
a punch line, but none came.

I will let Muller in on some of the 
insignificant facts that he has 
missed. Muller and N ader say, 
"The use of our political heroes as 
tools in scumball advertising is re
volting.” Well, speak for yourselves 
you guys, and let them speak for 
them selves. Thom as Jefferson said, 
"The earth belongs to the living, not 
the dead” and "W hen a man as
sum es a public trust, he should con
sider himself as public property”

and "a wise and frugal government, 
which shall restrain men from injur
ing one another ... shall leave them 
otherwise free to regulate their own 
pursuits of industry and improve
ment.” Honest Abe Lincoln said, 
"Capital has its rights, which are as 
worthy of protecting as any other 
rights," and "... let us judge not, 
that we be not judged.”

Wise up guys, our political heroes 
were just people who dedicated 
their lives to fighting for those 
scumball advertisements to be pos
sible. We are living in their dream.
If you don't like it, go bitch in Arl
ington Cemetery. Demand an apol
ogy from our forefathers for this 
capitalistic advertising nightmare 
that we have inherited. And just be
cause they are dead does not mean 
they were saints. People like Muller 
become disillusioned easily and run 
off to join the Communist Party 
when they find out that Thomas Jef
ferson owned slaves or Benjamin 
Franklin fathered an illegitimate 
son.

No, these perfectly normal people 
fought hard for what we have to
day. God did not ordain them to be 
prophets of some non-commercial- 
ized socialist utopia. Muller states, 
'Few other countries would permit 
the tainting of historical figures.” 
Yeah, but they don't allow much 
else, like free speech or free en
terprise. Don't for one moment 
think that people of foreign coun
tries are holier than we and don't 
use their departed leaders for com
m ercial e n d e a v o r s . Wi ns t o n  
Churchi l l  h i ms e l f  d e f e n d e d  
commercialism when he said, "The 
inherent vice of capitalism is the un
equal sharing of blessings; the in
herent vice of socialism is the equal 
sharing of miseries.”

There is no history book that says 
that our "national symbols" are any 
holier than the "greedy advertisers” 
that Muller dehumanizes so readily. 
No, they fought their way up to the 
top of the political hierarchies of 
their day using the same dirty tricks 
that politicians, such as Ronald 
Reagan, survive by — cheap penny- 
posters, slogans and good ol' "ad
vertised sleaze.”

Daryl Grossman 
Psychology

Gays deserve rights
I'd like to respond to Robert 

G lenn  P ra tt 's  com m en t about 
hom osexuals not being a minority 
group (Texan, March 4). He felt that 
because hom osexuals choose their 
sexual preference, rather than it 
being present at birth, that they do 
not com prise a true minority group 
and therefore have no right to de
m and equal rights. My argum ent is 
not w hether to classify homosexuals 
as m inorities (for ultimately it does 
not m atter in the larger equal rights 
question), but rather that all law-
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abiding citizens have the inalienable 
right to dem and equal rights in our 
society.

Platt appeared to feel that the 
very act of being a m em ber of a mi
nority group entitled one to equal 
rights; that equal rights in our soci
ety are som ehow attached to to 
one 's unfortunate circum stances at 
birth. I m ust say that this is the 
most convoluted idea of equal rights 
that I've come across.

I w ould argue, however, that the 
right to dem and equal rights in our 
society reaches far beyond any e th 
nic, economic or sexual boundaries, 
inherent or not; that it reaches be
yond these classifications to every 
individual, providing that he is not 
a criminal. Neither should equal 
rights be limited in the context of 
the era in which one lives. Platt 
writes that homosexuals, in es
sence, become "an object of ridi
cule" and therefore m ust suffer the 
consequences. I m ust add to this 
that hom osexuals only become such

to those in our society who hold 
their values above the head of the 
rest of hum anity. I d on 't ridicule 
hom osexuals because their behavior 
does not w arrant it. I m ight ridicule 
people w ho dress like C indy 
Lauper, but I would never have the 
audacity to say that they don 't have 
the right to dem and equal rights!

Any individual that is discrimi
nated against in such a way that his 
career choices are m arkedly limited 
has the right indeed to dem and that 
the barriers be rem oved, allowing 
him access to the true choice of a 
career. True, people w ho dress 
atypically have the right to dem and 
equal rights in the m arketplace, but 
solely because their clothing may 
not enable them  to perform their job 
as efficiently as needed. But sexual 
preference rarely has anything tan
gible to do with job performance. 
Sexual preference materializes and 
is acted upon outside of the work
place. It should, therefore, not be a 
point of discrim ination. Equal rights

have little to do with the inherent 
characteristics of an individual, and 
more to do with the inherent digni
ty of each hum an being. Surely our 
society should grant homosexuals 
that.

N ikki Naparst 
Psychology

Ode to education
I write in praise of the Depart

ment of English and the faculty for 
their high standards of debate and 
discussion in the current controver
sy. As an outsider, removed from 
the calm of faculty deliberations, I 
offer a few m odest proposals. The 
D epartm ent of English is correct in 
not w anting to teach writing to the 
entire University. Writing is a com
munication skill, and a real top-K 
D epartm ent of English isn 't inter 
ested in communication ! suggest 
that the writing course-- should be 
taken over by the College of Com
m unication, their natural home, or

failing that, hv the foreign language 
departm ents, w ho have ample ex
perience in teaching writing. This 
would be especially fitting, as wait
ing is a foreign language to most 
high school seniors

I also suggest that we raze Parlin 
Hall and build in its place a tower of 
ivorv for a D epartm ent of English 
Literature, that will not have to be 
bothered w ith such m undane 
things as writing. I thank the pow 
ers of the departm ent for their con
cern about the well-being of their 
lecturers and the student body, and 
the total lack of departm ental poli
tics in this m atter And I praise the 
UT adm inistration for once again 
not letting education get in the way 
of the drive for national ranking. 
And last, may I propose a tomb on 
the South Mall to the unknow n 
course, conceived with much Hope, 
of such promise shot dow n in 
youth b\ an unknow n assassin

David Macdonald 
Chemical engineering
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